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LITERATURE OF THE UNITED STATES

The United States is a federal republic established in 1781 in North America. Its main continental territory is located between Canada, north, and Mexico, south, flanked by the Atlantic, east and the Pacific, west. It has approximately 4,500 kilometers from east to west and 3,000 from north to south. It is also comprised of Alaska and Hawaii and other possessions such as Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, East Samoa and part of Micronesia. It has an area of 9,000,000 square kilometers, divided into seven major regions: Pacific, east, north to south (encompassing three states) Mountain, Northwest (six states), Midwest (thirteen states), South (eleven states) Mid-Atlantic (four states) and New England (five states). Among the rivers are Mississippi, the longest in the country, with 6,000 kilometers, Missouri and Colorado, which generated the Grand Canyon. It is remarkable that the conjunction of the Mississippi and Missouri forms an imposing basin of more than 3,000,000 square kilometers. Other major rivers are Columbia, San Joaquin, and Sacramento, which flow into the Pacific and Ohio, Tennessee, Arkansas and Red, which do so in the Atlantic. The Rio Grande, also known as Rio Bravo, is a natural border with Mexico, and the second in extension, with more than 3,000 kilometers, also driving areas of great development on both shores and on which several hydroelectric power stations have been built, some of considerable proportions. Other rivers are the Alabama (1,350 km), Hudson (520 km), Potomac (640 km), Savannah (710 km), and Sabine (600 km). Among the mountainous systems are the Appalachians, east, it finds the Atlantic Plain, the Mississippi Plain, and the shoreline. The second one concentrates very fertile lands, which has promoted an important agricultural-livestock development and forms at its mouth a large delta on the Gulf of Mexico, affecting the coastal plains. The Appalachians are among the oldest mountains, 600 million years old, and have eroded and glaciated peaks, as well as large forests and calcareous caves, descending abruptly into the coastal plains. Also noteworthy are the Rocky Mountains, which cross the subcontinent practically from top to bottom, as they are actually considered a structural part of the western mountain range, and Californian Sierra Nevada, an extension of Mexican Sierra Madre. Three great plateaus stand out, the one of Columbia, the one of Colorado and the Great Basin. In the central and central west, extend the great plains. The eastern chain, or Chain of Waterfalls, extends to the north, is made up of ancient volcanoes and has extensive glaciers, with the highest heights being those of the Rainier peaks of 4,400 meters and Shasta of 4,300, while Sierra Nevada South, separated from the former by Pit River, and which has Whitney Peak, 4,420 meters, the second highest in the country after the McKinkley of Alaska. In California, to the west, is Death Valley, of 75,000 square kilometers, a desert and extremely hot plain, -superior in temperature to the Sahara, with 60º C.- linked to another steppe zone, called Great Cuenca, in the plateau of Columbia, discovered in 1842 by Fremont, the first to reach the site on an expedition to the Pacific. It is a rocky desert that in former times was occupied by great lakes, one of them, Bonneville, of 50,000 square kilometers, and of which is the Great Salt Lake, to the banks of which settled the Mormons and founded Salt Lake City. Also noteworthy are deserts of Mojave and Gila, Arizona, on the eastern border of Mexico, where inhabits a peculiarly poisonous lizard known as a "monster" or "Gila lizard", black and yellow. The Grand Canyon of the Colorado is also in a desert area, Arizona, on the plateau of the homonymous river, this one of 340,000 square kilometers. In the south direction, the desert itself, well-known Painted Desert, unfolds due to the different shades that it displays. Also uncovered, the Coast Rangers or Coastal Ranges, on the Pacific. In the northern part is Hudson Bay, as well as the Great Lakes (Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie and Ontario), which access is via the St. Lawrence River, linked by Niagara Falls and Rapids. Of these, only Lake Michigan (57,900 kilometers) is uniquely American, due to the proximity of others to Canada. The climate is very varied, in the north. cold and steppe, in the south, hot and desert, in the western Mediterranean, and in the east continental.

Economy of United States

The great plains of Mid-West, which cover almost all the great central sector, are very fertile and produce large quantities of wheat and other cereals. The large agricultural areas have been divided into "belts" according to the main agricultural product that is obtained, such as corn belt, cotton belt, and wheat belt, in addition, associated with the cattle breed. Other important are citrus, rice and sugar cane. The great development of American agriculture is due to several factors, including its high level of machining (since there is at least one tractor per farmer), its rationality and organization, and use of chemical fertilizers. During World War II (1939-1945) the country virtually became the world's granary and fed its European allies, reaching a very high level the production of wheat and other cereals in general. Today it is the main exporter of wheat in the world and is in the top positions in the production of maize, oats, sorghum, barley and rice. Other agricultural products of traditional importance are cotton and tobacco of which it is the largest exporter. In the 19th century, the production of the former was practically monopolistic in the world, although it was later reached by China and the Soviet Union. In 2004 it was the tenth largest producer and exporter of boneless beef on the planet, with 138,888 metric tons. Fishing is also significant, especially on the northeast coast, although the US power is based on minerals, iron, zinc, lead, and sulfur, in addition to oil, gold, silver and bauxite, which is the world's leading producer, as well as copper, aluminum, and potassium. It is noteworthy that the United States has long held a so-called "savings policy" with respect to the production of mineral resources, consisting of importation of metals that it already had, in order not to impoverish the subsoil. However, during the cold war period (1945-1991), and due to Soviet competition, especially in the industrial-military production apparatus, it had to exploit its iron resources to the maximum extent. Among the industries are metallurgical, steel, textile, military, automotive, technological, food, aviation, tourism, chemistry - whose production is the largest in the world - etc., etc., mostly concentrated in the east, while that of oil is in the southwest. In 2007 it sold armament abroad for a value of 7.454 billion dollars, occupying the number one in the list of countries of greater export of military equipment in the world. Industrial production has been characterized in the first phase by the automation and a second by the application of technological resources, as well as by its standardized general process, that is to say, production in series, without variations in the products, and with a cost of production very scarce. It has also been characterized by industrial concentration, mainly carried out by large corporations and capitals that control trusts or set of productive and manufacturing establishments, even though they present an easy tendency to monopoly, for which laws were determined in the past and thus avoided. One of the most notable examples of this structure is the automobile industry, whose production for years, has been the highest in the world, before and after World War II, and whose capital was Detroit, Ford's; Chrysler´s and General Motors´ headquarters, among other emblems. However, since the 1980´s some European brands, but mainly Japanese, managed to compete with these car giants and get the preference of American consumers, especially urban, who considered it more pragmatic to mobilize in the cities with cars of small size. Another aspect that contributed in its day to the growth of the automobile industry was that the country managed to produce rubber, the raw material that had to import during decades, increasing the product price. This huge mining-agricultural-industrial structure is mainly based on the scientific use of energy, which was first generated by coal and later produced by oil, of which it is a major producer, and by nuclear power plants, extended since 1951, for almost all national territory. The country is characterized by the fact that several of its largest companies, which make up so-called Corporate America, have a profound influence on the economy and on society in general, affecting all areas and, in some cases, even other countries, such as multinationals. Some of them are or were U.S. Steel Corporation, which was faced by a president to avoid a monopoly; Standard Oil, which between 1870 and 1892 dominated 95% of world oil production; General Electric, which in 1998 was the largest on the planet, with revenues of 90 billion dollars; and General Motors, the world's largest automaker, of which at least one of its executives was Secretary of Defense in a presidential administration. The United States has the largest economy in the world, highest industrial production, highest energy consumption and the highest rate of environmental pollution.

The United States Politics

The political organization consists of a bicameral federal presidential republic. The House of Representatives has 538 seats. Congressmen are elected by universal suffrage every two years. The Senate has 140 members, two for each state, elected for a six-year term. Bipartisan democratic system. The constitution was enacted in 1791. Main parties are Republican (conservative) and Democrat (liberal). The head of state is elected by universal suffrage for a period of four years. He may be re-elected for a new term (only once, since 1951). The federal government or administration is composed of twelve secretaries of State. Each state, subdivided into counties (and these turn in districts and municipalities), has a governor and a local assembly, as well as other autonomous institutions. Presidential elections are indirect. Citizens vote for large voters. These meet at polling stations established in each state and in turn elect the president.

Society

It has 325,000,000 inhabitants (2016), officially divided ethnically by the State Department, which requires citizens to define their ancestry in most of their documents, a singularly important aspect of American society. The majority, of European non - Spanish origin, is called white or Caucasian, compared to minorities of African descent, 20%, Asian, 10%, Hispanic or Latino, with almost 40,000,000 people, largely resident in illegal character. There is a marked social tendency towards concentration of different ethnic or racial groups in urban areas, known as ghettos, including, for example, Little China, made up of Sino-Americans, in San Francisco; Harlem, made up of African-Americans, and Little Italy, by Italian-Americans in New York; East Los Angeles, by Mexican Americans and Mexicans, in Los Angeles, as well as Little Korea in that same city. Racial tensions and discrimination have led to serious political and social problems. African Americans were entitled to vote only well into the 20th century, after a long struggle for civil rights. Among the most significant racial riots were those of Watts, Los Angeles, and those produced in 1992, by the acquittal of several policemen, who had brutally beaten African-American citizen, Rodney King, also in that city. The country is the largest in the world in terms of immigration, legally detained in 1924, and whose peak came in the 19th century. The Statue of Liberty, an emblematic symbol of the country, has a sculptured legend that reads "Give me the poorest and most tired", referring to the huge masses of people of humble social extraction who, from Europe, settled in this country whose streets "are paved in gold," as many of the emigrants believed, in pursuit of the "American Dream”, about a future of freedom, prosperity, and comfort. The main religious cult is Protestant, composed of numerous sects: Calvinists, Lutherans, Adventists, Puritans, Anglicans, Presbyterians, Mormons, etc., while Catholicism is a minority. Other religions, of little relevance, are Eastern religions and Islam, with six million faithful. Judaism, however, is relatively widespread, since the country has the largest Hebrew demography on the planet, after the State of Israel. It has the largest criminal population in the world, with several million inmates, for reasons related mainly to so-called "war on drugs", and is also the largest user of cocaine on the planet, with 360 tons of cocaine consumed by the American, only in 2007 (33% less than in 2001). The federal capital is Washington DC (District of Columbia) with 700,000 inhabitants, home of the White House or presidential residence and one of the most dangerous cities in the country. The most important are New York (8,000,000 population), Los Angeles (4,000,000 population) and Chicago (3,000,000 population), as well as San Francisco, New Orleans and Seattle. It comprises 50 states and District of Columbia, home of the federal capital: Washington; those states are: Alabama (capital Montgomery), Alaska (Juneau), Arizona (Phoenix), Arkansas (Little Rock), California (Sacramento), North Carolina (Raleigh), South Carolina (Columbia), Colorado (Denver), Connecticut (Hartford), North Dakota (Bismarck), South Dakota (Pierre), Delaware (Dover), Florida (Tallahassee), Georgia (Atlanta), Hawaii (Honolulu), Idaho (Boise City), Illinois (Springfield), Indiana (Indianapolis), Iowa (Des Moines), Kansas (Topeka), Kentucky (Frankfort), Louisiana (Baton Rouge), Maine (Augusta), Maryland (Annapolis), Massachusetts (Boston), Michigan (Lansing), Minnesota (Saint Paul), Mississippi (Jackson), Missouri (Jefferson City), Montana (Helena), Nebraska (Lincoln), Nevada (Carson City), New Hampshire (Concord), New Jersey (Trenton), New York (Albany), New México (Santa Fe), Ohio (Columbus), Oklahoma (Oklahoma City), Oregon (Salem), Pennsylvania (Harrisburg), Rhode Island (Providence), Tennessee (Nashville-Davidson), Texas (Austin), Utah (Salt Lake City), Vermont (Montpelier), Virginia (Richmond), Washington (Olympia), West Virginia (Charleston), Wisconsin (Madison) y Wyoming (Cheyenne).

History

The first settlers came from Asia and crossed in the Pleistocene, about 40,000 years ago, to North America through probably the Strait of Behring or Bering. Its evolution in the Neolithic gave origin to the native peoples, among others, Soshones, Kree, Cheyennes, Sioux, Navajos, Dakotas and Apaches, these, settled in a vast space that comprised part of the current north of Mexico. The territory was colonized initially by three European countries, Spain, that owned the greater part of the south of the country; France, Louisiana and northern areas in the Great Lakes; and England or Great Britain, the east coast. Holland also founded several colonies, which were soon snatched by the English. In 1620, the first English pilgrims, a hundred Puritans fleeing European religious conflicts, arrived on board the Mayflower, settling in New England and Massachusetts. They founded several colonies, rigidly Puritan, in the northeastern region of a harsh climate and hostile natural environment, aggravated by manifest enmity of the Indians, the principal ones being those born under the influence of New England, namely Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire, but also Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, now Canada. The colonists were preferably dedicated to agricultural work, although the land was not very fertile, and also to commerce. In the south, on the other hand, the land was feral, so that colonization quickly took place, generating mutual hostility between the inhabitants of both regions, which by the way would continue, having already converted the colonies into states, after independence. The northern colonies, given the hardness of soil, chose to engage in fishing, especially mackerel and cod, which turned out to be very profitable, so that the first major ports, including Boston, were built during that period. Immigration increased in tens of thousands of people in correlation with the political and religious disturbances of England, especially in times of Charles I and Cromwell (1599-1658) declared this Protector of England and himself aspiring to emigrate to the New World during almost all his life. Later the two Carolinas were founded, North and South, baptized thus in honor of English king Charles II (1630-1685), with capital in Charleston, in which the cultivation of rice was extended. Maryland was founded in the same period by English Catholics and shortly after the Dutch were expelled from Delaware, New York or New Amsterdam and New Jersey, so in 1640 the English colonies formed a row from north to south on the Atlantic coast. Quakers, led by William Penn, rejected in England, settled in Philadelphia in 1681, giving rise to Pennsylvania colony, attended by people of other religious cults and of different national origins, Scots, Irish, German, French and Swiss, mainly, circumstance that generated a series of conflicts, some of great violence, that did not impede the rapid development of the economy. At that time the Quaker colony had 20,000 inhabitants and Philadelphia, designed with great urbanistic criteria, was the most important cultural center. Between 1730 and 1740, Georgia colony was instituted, named after King George II, and built by British prisoners, who were taken out of prisons by a British soldier to work the land here. These thirteen colonies soon formed a unified political entity called just Thirteen Colonies, the embryo of the United States, and characterized, despite their religious, ethnic and political differences, by the English language, customs, and laws, then British. The colonial administration was generally characterized by liberalism and tolerance for self-government, with metropolitan interventionism being exceptional because the English crown did not yet feel a special interest in this part of the empire since economic production was still scarce. Since that time, with Britain dominating the Atlantic after the weakening of Spanish and French fleets, slavery trade from Africa, which occurred in chronic subhuman conditions, increased, so that most of them perished on the voyage, sometimes by suicide. Human trafficking was highly prized by settlers and heavy sums were paid by strong and young "blacks", in amounts a hundred times greater than the one originally paid to slave traders. By the mid and late 18th century, African origin population surpassed half a million people, mainly settled in Maryland, Virginia, and the two Carolinas, where they worked in the cotton, rice, sugar and tobacco fields, whose production increased dramatically. Faced with this progress, the British changed the colonial administration, making it more central and dependent. The figure of viceroy or governor was implanted, inspired by the same Spanish imperial figure, named directly by the crown, who respected political self-government but not the economic one, that happened to be controlled ferreously by the metropolis. This imposed monopolistic measures, according to which, a good part of the production, tobacco, sugar and wood, could only be exported to England, that had approved shortly before an Act of Navigation similar to the Spanish one that forced the ports the use of English boats, preferably to those of another nationality. The colonies were also required to provide supplies from England, and trade with other countries was prohibited. This situation became more complicated with wars that Britain kept against France, especially in northern Canada, after founding the first English enclaves in the Hudson Bay, and against the Indians, who, at times, allies and other enemies, harassed without ceasing to settlers. At that time the colonization of American West, the border, which would only culminate a century later, began by thousands of people who had not found accommodation in the Thirteen Colonies. In 1754, the conference of Albany took place in which political representatives of the colonies and the metropolis met for the first time to coordinate the expulsion of the French and in which emancipation for the first time was also considered, although not, the unification of American territories, a fact that Iroquois people had been able to do, facing the advance of pale faces and their liquors, which corrupted generations of Indians. In 1756 the Seven Years' War broke out in Europe, due to the succession to the Austrian throne, in which England, an ally of Prussia, participated against France and Austria, to which Spain was later allied. Great Britain, to defray the expenses of the conflict, increased the taxes on American colonies and enlisted troops among the population, generating among the settlers a great discontent. The European conflict ended in 1763, but the metropolis, far from alleviating the fiscal pressure, increased it. In 1765, Sugar Law came into force, a new tax, and shortly thereafter so-called Lodging Act, by which settlers were obliged to provide shelter and food for British soldiers. After the massacre of Boston in 1770 perpetrated by the English, and the Mutiny or Rebellion of the Tea in 1773, began a revolutionary movement and independence. In 1775, there was a widespread insurrection against the British and the outbreak of war, by settlers led by George Washington, among others, who, after realizing the historic crossing of Delaware River, definitively inclined the race in favor of settlers. In 1776, still in full conflagration, the Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies was signed, only recognized by England in 1783.

Independent History

In 1781 the war ended. The new and precarious State organized a constituent congress, the one that in 1787 drafted the constitution, which founded a federal democratic and republican political regime, in which the government had certain powers to execute foreign policy while leaving decisions of internal politics to the states´ local governments. The bicameral parliamentary system, with Senate and House of Representatives, ensured the division of powers, endorsed by a Supreme Court. George Washington was elected first president in 1789. He appointed vice-president John Adams and ministers to Alexander Hamilton, a patrician linked to the great capital, and Thomas Jefferson, Republican, in a gesture that solved doubts about the monarchical tendency that some warned latent in the new political leadership but that caused confrontation between both secretaries, especially after the outbreak of the French Revolution, that same year. France had supported the settlers in the war against England but Hamilton preferred an alliance with the old metropolis. Washington decided to forget about Europe and create the first stone of future structural axis of American foreign policy: isolationism. In 1791, the state of Vermont joined, the first of which later became integrated, namely Kentucky (1792), Tennessee (1795), Louisiana and Ohio (1803), and Indiana (1816). The second president was John Adams, between 1789 and 1797, for two consecutive periods, and the third was Thomas Jefferson himself, from 1801 to 1809, for another two terms. In 1807, engineer Robert Fulton built the first steamer, notably boosting production and the Industrial Revolution. Jefferson was succeeded by James Madison in 1809 and in 1817 this was replaced by James Monroe, architect of so-called "Monroe Doctrine", summarized in a sentence: "America for Americans", coined as a warning to the imperialist pretensions of European powers, especially Great Britain and France, but also Russia and Spain. He bought the Louisiana territory to France, making it a state of the Union, and Florida to Spain (1819). Monroe was succeeded by John Quincy Adams, president between 1825 and 1829, who supported the creole revolutionaries, who in Spanish America, sought to emancipate themselves. He sought to abolish slavery in his country, unsuccessfully, and aided Britain in its dispute with China in the Opium War. He was succeeded in 1829 by Andrew Jackson, who reformed the electoral system and pushed the spoil system, consisting of occupying administrative positions of the State, exclusively with members of his party, the Democrat. He liberalized capital movements, although he sought to limit the powers of the Bank of United States, and limited the rights of workers. However, his goal was to achieve economic equality among citizens, as a continuation of political equality, which theoretically they already had, even though women and blacks were virtually outside the system. By then the banking had acquired great power and exerted monopolistic functions in finances and the economy, reason why Jackson stopped its expansion. On the other hand, he did not correctly address the problem of slavery, which was already condemned by a relevant political and social sector, and feared that sudden liberation of three million slaves would lead the country to chaos. Upon his death in 1845, colonization of the West continued, the railroad was extended, and the arrival of immigrants increased, which strongly boosted the economy. Between 1837 and 1841, Martin Van Buren ruled, and William H. Harrison, presided over that year, to be replaced by Democrat John Tyler, who occupied the White House until 1845. The states that adhered, between 1817 and 1845, at that time were, Mississippi; Illinois, Alabama, Maine, Missouri, Arkansas, Michigan and Texas (1845), this after the uprising that led war against Mexico in 1846, and after a treaty signed between both countries in 1848, it conformed the new states of California, Utah, New Mexico, and Nevada. That same year 1848, in California occurred "the fever of the gold", that moved millions of people from east to west, in spite of constant Indians attacks, whose territories were invaded, used for hunting and their cemeteries were desecrated. Among those who liquidated Indians´ food resources, Buffalo Bill, named William F. Cody, paradigm of west colonist, who killed thousands of buffalos, main Indian resource, just to skin the animals and sell the skins to railway workers. James Knox Polk ruled between 1845 and 1849, and Zachary Taylor from that year to 1850, succeeded by Millard Fillmore, until 1853. By the 1850´s, the northern states had been industrialized to a considerable extent, resulting in a large proletariat and sub-proletariat, while those in the south were kept in old rural structures, landowners, large sugar cane and tobacco plantations, but especially cotton, a product on which the entire southern economy was sustained; which exported to Europe, and where slaves worked. The North developed a bourgeois and materialist culture of labor and free enterprise, although protectionist, while the South stagnated in an aristocratic and absolutist landowners and oligarchs, free trade, whereby land ownership was exclusively in power of a few families. In 1851, the New York Times was founded, a liberal and prozionist media, it was one of the most influential in the country and even the world. The abolitionist movement grew in the north, and in the south, did the anti-abolitionist. Differences increased between the two regions, as did secessionist ideas in the south. In 1854, under presidency of Democrat Franklin Pierce, after a new extension of territorial extension, a conciliatory measure, by so-called free-soilers, was to allow slavery in the states that already had it, and to veto it in those who joined the Union. However, the proposal did not differ much from that of 1820, by which a line had been determined: Parallel 36, which divided national territory into two parts in order to satisfy supporters and those opposed to abolitionism. South states could continue with slavery. In 1857, with James Buchanan as head of state, apathetic about secessionism and slavery, there was the bloody incident led by abolitionist John Brown, who murdered five anti-abolitionist leaders who considered slavery "not an ignominious stain" for United States, but "its wealth”. Meanwhile other states joined the Union: Iowa (1846), Wisconsin (1848), Minnesota (1856), and Kansas (1860). In 1859, the first oil well was built in Pennsylvania, owned by Edwin L. Drake, 23 meters deep, and so-called "black gold fever" began in the country. In 1860, Abraham Lincoln acceded to the presidency and began the War of Secession between the states of the south, supporters of the independence and proslavery, and the northern states, unionists or unitary and abolitionist. Southern states of Alabama, South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi instituted a Confederation of American States or Confederate States of America in order to become independent of the Union by appointing president Jefferson Davis. They formed a government based in Montgomery, Alabama. North Carolina, Arkansas, Tennessee and West Virginia subsequently joined, with a symbolic presence in Kentucky and Missouri. The civil war ended in 1865 with the triumph of the Yankees, although on April 4 that same year, Lincoln was assassinated. Then Andrew Johnson, a Republican, took over. In 1866, the first car was put into circulation. Ulysses S. Grant, a former military chief of the Nordic armies, was elected president in 1869. He distinguished himself by his resentment toward the old enemies, supported by an important social sector, and with their votes, he was re-elected in 1872. In 1869, after a titanic work, in which mainly were used Chinese immigrants, the construction of railroad was completed, which united east with the west. In 1876, in Montana, on the banks of the homonymous river, the battle of Little Bighorn took place, between the troops of General Custer and an alliance of Indian towns led by Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, conformed by Lakotas or Sioux, Arapahoes, Cheyennes and Black feet, among others. The indigenous uprising came about by a new wave of colonists over their territories, the Black Hills, where gold had been found, and by the practical extinction of bison or buffalo of prairies. Despite the Indian victory in that match, white men continued to reach the West. This led to other indigenous insurrections, notably the one headed by the apache chief Geronimo, who ravaged the Southwest between 1876 and 1886. Ulysses Grant was succeeded by Rutherford Hayes, who arbitrated between Argentina and Paraguay for a border controversy, and in 1880, this was succeeded by Republican James A. Garfield (assassinated), who in 1881 was succeeded by Chester A. Arthur, another Republican, until 1885, year in which Grover Cleveland´s presidency began; who defeated in the election to James G Blaine, former Secretary of State. Cleveland left the position in 1889, replaced by Benjamin Harrison, under whose mandate, the congress approved in 1890, an Antitrust Law. In 1893 Cleveland regained the presidency, until 1897, that year William McKinley took over the Oval Office or Executive Office. Other states that joined the Union between 1863 and 1898, were: Nebraska, Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, Washington, Alaska, Idaho, Hawaii, and Wyoming. In 1898, as President McKinley, North American pretensions to Cuba, generated in part by Monroe Doctrine, provoked the outbreak of war against Spain, a former colonial metropolis, which had to abandon its presence in the region, as well as Puerto Rico and Philippines, beginning United States since then, a major influence on the whole hemisphere. Also in Asia, where Americans confronted the Japanese for their economic protectionism and Chinese nationalists in the boxer war of 1900.

20th Century

In 1901, after McKinley’s assassination, then Vice President, Theodore Roosevelt, took up his theory of the "Big Stick", according to which Latin American countries must necessarily follow American guidelines or suffer the consequences. In 1901, he requested the application of Antimonopoly Law against J. P. Morgan, who had created a holding company to destroy a competitor. After winning the judicial process in 1904, he was hailed as a hero by American society. He was re-elected on November 10 that same year. In 1904, the Olympic Games were held in Saint Louis, in which 12 countries participated (also took place in 1932, in Los Angeles, 37 countries; in 1984 again in Los Angeles, 140 countries; and in 1996 in Atlanta, 167 countries). Between 1909 and 1913 William H. Taft governed, and that year Thomas W. Wilson was elected president. On March 8, 1908, in a textile factory in New York, 129 workers were killed who staged a protest, on this date being established as: “Labor Women´s Day”, throughout the world. The incipient labor movement, in some periods very influential, was little by little minimized and deactivated. In 1914 a renowned trade unionist, Joe Hill, was charged with murder and executed in 1915. By then William H. Taft had left the presidency in 1913, to Thomas W. Wilson, who after the outbreak of World War I in 1914, in Europe, was initially in favor of remaining neutral, despite the pressure, for United States to intervene against Germany, but finally chose to enter the conflict on April 2, 1917, a decision welcomed with enthusiasm by Americans. That same year, coinciding with the beginning of Russian Revolution, the anarchist, suffragette and feminist activist Emma Goldman was arrested. In 1918, Wilson participated in the Conference of Versailles, where he was in favor of a "peace between equals," although the war was an excellent business for the country, as it eliminated foreign debt and unemployment, lowered taxes and increased wages in the hand of a productive revolution, based in part on heavy industry, and on agricultural development promoted by mechanization. Simultaneous with this industrial advance began a Christian fundamentalist movement, contrary to disinhibition of roaring twenties or crazy twenties, and articulated in the World's Christian Fundamentals Association. In 1920, alcohol consumption was banned through a legal rule known as Prohibition, which produced a colossal increase in the influence and activity of numerous criminal groups devoted entirely to manufacture and illegal supply of alcohol, throughout the national territory. Between 1921 and 1929 were presidents: Republicans Warren G. Harding, until 1923, and Calvin Coolidge. In 1925, Christian fundamentalist W. J. Bryan led an Anabaptist group that won the judicial process of several professors who taught in their classes evolutionary postulates run by Charles Darwin.  Under Herbert C. Hoover´s presidency, occurred so-called Crack of 1929, which collapsed the New York Stock Exchange, producing the greatest economic crisis of the time and even the history of the country. It took place, in an ultraliberal economic system and its repercussions, negatively affected almost the entire planet, especially the European countries, and United States itself, took several years to recover. The Great Depression began in 1930, consisting of an expansion of the “29´s crisis”, which spread throughout the country for a decade, until the beginning of World War II (1939-1945), whose colossal demands of production finally closed the crisis. In those ten years of Depression, many Americans experienced hunger and marginalization and faced desperate police forces. Poverty rose to very high levels and the number of unemployed reached 14 million in 1932. That year Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected president, relying on the New Deal's promise to improve the living conditions of the "forgotten man", hardworking and anonymous. In 1933, when United States finally recognized the Soviet Union as a sovereign state, he approved the Emergency Banks Act, which permitted banking activity but under federal control, and abandoned the gold model; stabilizing the dollar currency a few months later. In 1935, he promulgated the law on freedom of association and union activities. He decided to enter the country in World War II after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor (1941). In 1944, the Bretton Woods Conference took place, in which the International Monetary Fund was created. In 1945, he was succeeded by Harry S. Truman, who decided the atomic bombing of Japan, first in Hiroshima and soon in Nagasaki. In January 1945, he went with Stalin and Churchill to the Yalta Conference, in which the trio of leaders designed postwar world and Germany´s fate in their own way. He ended the war by having made his country the hegemonic power, although faced with the Soviet Union the cold war, which lasted until 1989, and officially until 1991. Truman launched the Marshall Plan for European reconstruction and started the Korean War. All this to stop the spread of communism in the context of Truman Doctrine. His particular crusade against Marxism outside the country coincided with the purge of alleged communists in the public, social and cultural life of United States through denunciations of Senator Joseph McCarthy, who unleashed the obsessive search for “Red” militants and sympathizers, called a witch-hunt. He was re-elected in 1948, the year he finally approved: "equality of education" between blacks and whites. In 1952 he was replaced by Eisenhower, a supporter of increasing the United States presence in Third World countries to counter Soviet influence. Eisenhower was influenced by his Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, in relation to Latin America, where he did not tolerate progressive governments or social reforms. He decisively faced the Suez crisis and ended the Korean War. In 1954 he launched the first atomic submarine, Nautilus, decisive in the cold war. He was reelected in 1957, intensifying pressure on the Soviets. He decreed the creation of NASA. That same year he promoted a bill on “the civil rights of the black minority”, that turned out to be particularly lukewarm and insufficient. By then Black Panthers had been founded, made up of African-American militants who favored the armed struggle against white oppression. One of its historical leaders was Angela Davis, also linked to Communist Party of United States. Most of Panthers were imprisoned and charged with common crimes. In 1960 Democrat John F. Kennedy was elected in the elections, and in 1961 the Communist Party was declared illegal. He tried to overthrow Fidel Castro in Cuba through the Bay of Pigs Invasion, an operation inherited from Eisenhower´s administration. The meeting that same year (1961) with Soviet leader Kruschev distended the international policy and solved the Crisis of Missiles that on the point was to initiate a Third World War. With respect to Latin America, Kennedy advocated intercontinental union or integration through the Alliance for Progress. In domestic affairs, he promoted the concept of New Frontier, a project of a more just and balanced society, for which he was interested in ending social and racial discrimination suffered by African-Americans and other ethnic minorities, provoking the outrage of ultraconservative sectors. He was not able to carry out the social welfare program that he intended and propelled the space race. In Asia, American expansionism, generated to stop communism, led to proclamation of many military dictatorships, very bloody, like that of Ferdinand Marcos in Philippines, Suharto in Indonesia, and Cao Ky in Vietnam. In this country the war of same name soon broke out, the first one lost by the American army, that was much criticized by a relevant sector of the youth. Beatniks and then hippies, in effect, mobilized to claim peace as well as a less conservative and puritanical attitude in American society in general. At that time, too, the Civil Rights movement, in favor of an end to racial segregation, led in part by moderate-minded public figures such as Martin Luther King, or more radical, Malcolm X. In 1963, President Kennedy´s assassination marked a decline in the extent of that movement and, coincidentally, the beginning of US support for military dictatorships in Latin America, a region considered "strategic" according to the National Security Doctrine. That year, Lyndon B. Johnson, the vice-president, took office as president, who made a remarkable escalation in the conflict in Vietnam and was intransigent with the Soviet Union and Latin American countries, fearing that Cuba would export Castroism. He invaded Dominican Republic and despised the Civil Rights movement, especially African-American leader Martin Luther King. He was succeeded in 1968 by Richard M. Nixon, the first president to resign due to Watergate scandal, although he inaugurated diplomatic relations with China People, which disputed with the Soviet Union for leadership in the Third World. In 1973 the Chicago School was founded, a group of ultra liberal economists who fomented neoliberalism to overcome the oil crisis that same year. One of his most representative theorists was Milton Friedman. In 1974 he was succeeded by Gerald R. Ford, who authorized a particularly bloody Indonesian invasion of Timor. In 1977, James Carter´s arrival to the White House involved the integration of respect for human rights in the agenda of foreign policy of United States. The hostage crisis in Iran outlined Islamic fundamentalism as a new enemy for US interests in the Middle East and, in internal order, led to Carter losing the election. In 1978 the lethal injection was first applied to a person on death row, Lynda May Burnett. Ronald Reagan, winner of elections in 1981, applied theories of neoliberalism in the country since that year, notably affecting the Welfare State and enriching the already wealthy classes. He also cut social benefits, increased the Defense budget, and kicked off the Star Wars military project. In the external order, he intensified confrontation with the Soviet Union as well as support for Latin American military dictatorships that perpetrated serious violations of human rights in Nicaragua, Guatemala and El Salvador. The hemispheric war on drugs also began, criticized by intellectuals like Noam Chomsky, who consider it a pretext for domination of vast regions. In 1981, endocrinologist Georgeanna S. Jones obtained the first baby-test, after creation of the first in vitro fertilization program. Robert Gallo discovered AIDS virus in 1983. In 1986 the Iran-gate broke out, a media scandal over an illegal arms sale to Iran by the US government during that country's war with Iraq in order to divert irregular funds, to subsidize anti-Sandinista contras, in order to overthrow president of Nicaragua, Daniel Ortega. In 1987, economist Alan Greenspan was appointed head of the Federal Reserve, ideologically oriented to the Republican Party, and held until 2006. The fall of Berlin Wall in 1989, when in addition, there was an important black tide in Alaska, after the spill of 40 million liters of oil, that contained the Exxon Valdez shipment, which marked the beginning of the country's hegemony around the world. George Bush was elected president, former director of the CIA, who inaugurated in 1991 a "New World Order" (liberal democracy and market economy in each and every one of the states of the planet), raised the Defense budget in a 21%, pushed the hardening of war against drugs and caused the country to become the largest foreign debt on the planet. He ordered the invasions of Panama, to arrest his former ally Noriega; and in Kuwait, to expel the Iraqis, in 1991 Gulf War. He was succeeded in 1992 by Democrat Bill Clinton, who faced the conflict in the Balkans and failed in his attempt to create a health service that would cover American society as a whole, deprived of public medical care and practically forced to use the private ones, which were uniquely expensive. In 1992, the North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) was approved, a trade agreement signed between Canada, United States and Mexico to achieve a customs union between the three States that would promote the creation of a large market in the territories of those nations. It came into force in 1994, with a view to liberalizing trade and economic activities. In 1996, Helms-Burton Act was approved, which contemplated the hardening of economic and commercial sanctions against Cuba. In 1998 he visited Ireland, thus confirming the political value of peace process in the region, and he ordered the bombing of Iraq shortly before began his trial or impeachment for alleged obstruction of justice and false testimony regarding the matter of trainee, Monica Lewinsky, with whom he had sexual relations to deny it officially later, on the grounds that "there was no vaginal penetration".
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