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The fairytale of Celestino


Preface


Although Celestino was very frightened, he kept walking through the woods and in the process, he heard the howl of a wolf growing closer and closer, and then the cold was added to the fear, which began to make its presence felt on his sick little body, clad only in his pyjamas, and unfortunately, the lights of the boarding school could not even be seen in the distance!


Celestino is a sweet and spirited child, but life has dealt him a rather harsh fate. At only four years old, his family, made up of his mother, father and sister, is forced to abandon him at the mercy of a world that seems barren, lacking love and affection, leaving him in a boarding school. He is deeply scarred by these circumstances, yet he shows unrivalled maturity and intelligence, being able to understand his parents' reasons and having an unbounded love for them and his little sister.


Although our protagonist is very young, he already knows the toll of loneliness and the hardships that life brings, but he shows great inner strength. He manages to face life's difficulties with courage and great resilience, becoming for us readers an example of humanity, empathy and wisdom. As if by placing all those hurdles in his path, existence had made him too mature for his age, although his heart remains pure and young, yearning for love, for a life to share with his loved ones.


Everyone wanted to adopt him as soon as they met him, but although Celestino was a small child, his ideas were very clear and every time he was offered the opportunity to live with his new adoptive parents, he would reply sulkily: "I already have my parents and my sister".


The story does not lack a hint of magic that infuses the entire story, as each encounter, from the first to the last, is able to shape his destiny and provide him with the help he so richly deserves in order to find his place in the world.


Adventure and emotion mingle in his story along with hope and sadness, as everything becomes food for thought on the strength of love and the bond with one's family. Through his story, Celestino becomes the symbol of courage that can blossom in the hearts of everyone, adults and children alike.


As the house where I lived with my family, has the same wooden ceiling and for a moment I thought I was back at home... But even though this is not my home, I like it a lot and you are so good.


With his deep and rhythmic narration, Giuseppina Afferrante transports us to a universe where reality and magic are woven together in an eternal embrace. Because when all seems lost, we can always find an anchor, some hope to hold on to so we don't lose the path we should follow in life.


A tale for adults and children alike, this fairytale captivates everyone with its ability to make us take a look inside, the many lessons it passes on to us, but also the message it leaves behind: that of rediscovering the strength within us and approaching life every day with love, despite adversity, just as Celestino does.


The tale of Celestino is an emotional journey, a story to be read and re-read that serves to remind us that love, kindness and courage are the fundamental keys to a future full of joy and light.









 


The fairytale of


Celestino


Once upon a time, there was a very poor family, but they lived happily and contentedly in a small old house in a small village nestled in the green hills.


At that time, the beloved family consisted of father, mother and an only daughter, but a new happy event was about to happen in their lives: in a few days, the mother would give birth to another child.


But it was not yet known if the baby would be a boy or a girl.


So one afternoon, the lovely mother in waiting, being alone in the house, tired from her many chores, lay down on the bed for a while to rest, then fell asleep.
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