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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    Props and Sets




    Book Title: Moneyball




    Author Name: Michael Lewis




    Time it was written: 2002




    Place it was written: California




    First publication: May 10, 2003




    Publisher: W.W. Norton




    Narrator: Michael Lewis (Author)




    Point of view: Third Person and First Person




    Tone: Informative, occasionally antagonistic, sometimes humorous




    Tense: Past tense and Present tense




    Setting (Time): 1980-2002 (with some references to the 1970s)




    Setting (Place): Primarily Oakland, California




    Protagonist: Billy Beane




    Theme: Due to their disadvantaged revenue situation, the Oakland A’s have reinvented the way a major league baseball team is built. They utilize a modern analytical approach in order to assemble a competitive team consisting of undervalued players.




    Motif: “underdogs”


  




  

    





    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    On October 15, 1960, we went from living in a world without Michael Lewis to a world with Michael Lewis. What an auspicious day that was! Such a statement might be considered bold by some, but considering what the man has accomplished so far, we can only assume that greatness is on the horizon.




    Before his 30th birthday, Michael Lewis had already been knee-deep in controversy, fame and fortune. It all started with a job as a bond salesman at Salomon Brothers in London, one of Wall Street’s premier investment firms. You might ask yourself how an inexperienced, recent college graduate could have landed such a prestigious job. Michael used his budding talents in the art of persuasion to obtain the position. His cousin, Baroness Linda Monroe von Stauffenberg, secured him an invitation to a banquet hosted by Queen Elizabeth and purposely seated him next to the wife of the London Managing Partner of Salomon Brothers. Spending an evening in the company of a charming, attractive, debonair New Orleans gentleman did the trick. She convinced her husband to hire Michael.




    Despite the confidence Salomon Brothers obviously had in his abilities (Michael was responsible for millions of dollars in investment accounts), Michael quickly became disillusioned with his work. The phrase “Money doesn’t buy happiness” must have rattled around in his brain once or twice. He remarked on the tooth-and-claw atmosphere and values of Wall Street: “Overt ambition, people who are obsessed with success at every turn. I find that off-putting.” Instead of embracing the frat-boy camaraderie of the trading room, risking everything in the gamble of high-stakes finance, or succumbing to the ever-present deception, Michael chose to expose those nasty inside secrets of the high-finance world. The book, Liar’s Poker: Rising through the Wreckage on Wall Street, was born.
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