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With the increasing demand for tech-savvy and adaptable teachers, the pressing question arises: How do we train current and future educators to thrive in ever-modernizing learning environments? This multifaceted inquiry was the focal point of the 2013 Jim Henson Foundation's Media Lab at the Future of Education Technology Conference (FETC). Presenters Madden and Fong challenge us, as educators, to reassess whether our students are genuinely prepared for the real world. They advocate for a foundational change in educational institutions, urging the design of classes that mirror real-world environments. This involves utilizing downsized or free mobile apps, industrial-strength software, and programs commonly employed in business and industry. By incorporating software used across various disciplines, students can acquire essential skills tailored to their respective fields.

Classrooms are undergoing a transformative evolution. They are becoming more collaborative, transparent, and deeply integrated with technology. The physical layout of educational settings is shifting, and so are the roles of the participants. Teachers are no longer simply expected to deliver lectures on the hour. Instead, they are now seen as part cheerleader, part architect, and part manager. This multifaceted role entails immense pressure, as educators are tasked with guiding students toward a successful future.

Today's students are increasingly vocal about their preferred learning methods. Many no longer rely solely on their teachers to shepherd them through a traditional, monolithic model of education. Instead, they embrace learning by doing, creating, and evaluating work independently, in small groups, and online. This shift signifies a broader change in the educational landscape, where student agency and autonomy are at the forefront.

The Need for Change

I must fully disclose that I am not an academic expert in classroom pedagogy. Despite (or perhaps because of) my formative training as an economist, I lack formal credentials in education. My professional journey has traversed technology-driven vocations, where subject matter expertise and broad interdisciplinary curiosity are valued. Over the past two decades, my primary focus has been on enhancing public education by designing and implementing technological solutions to support learning. My role has not been that of a teacher or curriculum developer, but rather as an architect of infrastructure that provides unparalleled access to curriculum and resources for students and teachers. With my inherent biases and advantageous arms-length perspective, I offer the following modest suppositions based on my experiences.

The pandemic has underscored a critical realization about our public schools: they serve as more than mere proxy babysitters. Their true role is that of social catalysts, acting as systemic agents that bind individuals into a cohesive national fabric. Despite these heightened demands, much of our educational system is showing its age and must evolve to meet contemporary challenges. The pandemic exacerbated existing issues, but these flaws were present long before, and the solutions we now seek aim to address longstanding needs. For the first time in decades, there is a growing national consensus among parents and policymakers that our children must be our top priority. Recognizing the urgent need for systemic change is essential for our students to keep pace with an accelerating world and, ultimately, to succeed.

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
(
CREATIVE |
__@LA%RoomsL.

iRethinking How We Teach
Our Kids

4 Rowan Everhart
|






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





