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			Introduction


			 


			More than 30 years ago I stumbled over a book in the bookshelf of my wife’s grandmother in which the life of an ancient holy man was described. It was the story of the 300 year old Christian Maharishi of Kailash which was told by the Indian missionary Sadhu Sundar Singh while he gave a lecture in Berlin, Germany; published as a book by Oskar Liebler in 1923.


			What I had discovered was stunning. The deep insights into the realm of heaven and into the work of God fascinated me at once. Even if this story might be questionable to some readers, it is definitely worth reading since the theological content is in full agreement with the bible.


			My faith in Jesus Christ was strengthened and stretched while reading about the Christian hermit living in the mountain region of the Himalayas. Nothing is impossible for God; he will do as he pleases. He can abridge a human life – but he can extend it too.


			Jesus foretold that Peter the apostle would die as a martyr. At the disciple’s question of what would happen to John, the Lord answered: 


			If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me. (John 21:22)


			Over the years I have read the story of the Maharishi multiple times. Never has it lost any of the fascination which I felt when I held the book in my own hands for the very first time. Even today, after thirty years, I can attest: The writings about the ancient man of Mt Kailash are recommendable and encouraging in contemplating the heavenly realm.


			As I stumbled across the narration of Sadhu Sundar Singh once again a short time ago, I decided to re-process this wonderful story, to freshen up the old writing into modern day language and then to publish it.


			While studying the bible it is definitely advisable to read additional books that will help to understand and to look into more. This present one about the Prayer Warrior of Mt Kailash is such a reading.


			 


			 


			 


			Experiences with the spiritual world


			The bible tells us about John, Paul and other disciples of Jesus who were having wonderful experiences in the spirit realm. They did not only behold but were translated into heavenly places. Why should the way to heaven not be open for us – especially since that is where we as believers have our citizenship (Philippians 3:20)?


			As citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven we possess the right to stay there and to freely use the necessities of heaven.


			But who of us is really stretching out to having experiences with heavenly regions today?


			Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. (Jeremiah 33:3)


			God wants us to reach out for new things. He wishes to show us heaven but also would have us to know what wonderful works he is performing on earth. That is why he is challenging us to call upon him in order to receive insight into his mysteries.


			A lot of people settle with just experiencing heaven after this earthly life, but the Father wants us to seek His Kingdom of Heaven now.


			Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. (Colossians 3:2)


			Let us follow the divine assignment and call upon Jesus Christ so that the Lord can show us unfathomable things in heaven and on earth.


			Both God’s servants in the Old Testament and also Jesus, his apostles and many men and women throughout the church history have reported of visions where they looked into the heavens, journeyed in the spirit and spoke to disciples of Jesus who already had deceased. Even servants of God in the near past had similar experiences. For example William Booth (1829 - 1912), the founder of The Salvation Army, had experiences in the heavenly realm that changed his life. There was such an excitement created in him that he started his ministry to the lost with a passion of fire. – Booth wrote:


			 


			My sensation was altogether beyond description. It was the thrill of a new and celestial existence. I was in heaven. 


			After the first feeling of surprise had somewhat subsided, I looked around me, and took in the situation. It was way beyond anything of earth – positively delightful. And yet some of the more beautiful scenes and sounds and feelings of the world I had just left appeared to be repeated in my new experience in enchanting fashion. Still no human eyes ever beheld such perfection, such beauty. No earthly ear ever heard such music. No human heart ever experienced such ecstasy, as it was my privilege to see, hear, and feel in the celestial country. 


			Above me was the loveliest of blue skies. Around me was an atmosphere so balmy that it made my whole physical frame vibrate with pleasure. Flowing by the bank of roses on which I found myself reclining was the clearest and purest water of a river that seemed to dance with delight to its own murmurings. The trees that grew upon the banks were covered with the greenest foliage, and laden with most delicious fruit – sweet beyond all earthly sweetness. And by lifting up my hand I could pluck and taste.


			In every direction above and around me the whole air seemed not only to be laden with the sweetest perfumes coming from the fairest flowers, but filled with the fairest forms. For, floating about me were beautiful beings whom I felt by instinct were angels and archangels, seraph and seraphim, cherub and cherubim, together with the perfect blood-washed saints who had come from our own world. They were sometimes far, and again coming nearer. 


			The whole sky at times seemed to be full of white-winged, happy, worshiping, joyous beings. And the whole country, apparently of limitless extent, was filled with a blissful ecstasy that could only be known by being experienced. 1


			 


			Another person who told of his experiences with the spiritual realm is John G. Lake (1870 - 1935). During a time of intercession he went on a journey in the spirit, which he reported as follows:


			In 1912 I was pastor of the Apostolic tabernacle, Johannesburg, South Africa … Our church was then enjoying a great period of spiritual blessing and power. Various remarkable manifestations of the spirit commonly occurred.


			During a Sunday morning service, before public prayer was offered, a member of the congregation arose and requested that those present would join themselves in prayer on behalf of his cousin in Wales (7,000 miles across the sea from Johannesburg), that she might be healed. He stated that the woman was violently insane and an inmate of an asylum in Wales.


			I knelt on the platform to pray; an unusual degree of the spirit of prayer came upon my soul causing me to pray with fervor and power … My inner, or spiritual, eyes opened. I could see in the spirit and observed that there was a shaft of splendent light, accompanied by a moving power coming forth from many of those who were praying in the audience.


			As the prayer continued, these shafts of light from those who were praying increased in number, each of them reached my own soul, bringing an increasing impulse of spiritual power until I seemed well-nigh overcome by it.


			While this was going on, I was uttering words of prayer with great force and conscious spiritual power. Suddenly, I seemed out of the body and, to my surprise, observed that I was rapidly passing over the city of Kimberley, 300 miles from Johannesburg. Next I was conscious of the city of Cape Town on the seacoast, a thousand miles away. My next consciousness was of the Island of St. Helena, where Napoleon had been banished; then the Cape Verde lighthouse on the coast of Spain.


			By this time it seemed as if I were passing through the atmosphere observing everything, but moving with great lightning-like rapidity.


			I remember the passage along the coast of France, across the Bay of Biscay, into the hills of Wales … 


			Suddenly, a village appeared. It was nestled in a deep valley among the hills. Next I saw a public building that I recognized instinctively as the asylum.


			On the door I observed an old fashioned 16th Century knocker. Its workmanship attracted my attention … 


			I was inside the institution without waiting for the doors to open and present at the side of a cot on which lay a woman. Her wrists and ankles were strapped to the sides of the cot. Another strap had been passed over her legs above the knees, and a second across her breasts. These were to hold her down. She was wagging her head and muttering incoherently.


			I laid my hands upon her head and, with great intensity, commanded in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that the demon spirit possessing her be cast out and that she be healed by the power of God.


			In a moment or two, I observed a change coming over her countenance. It softened and a look of intelligence appeared. Then her eyes opened, and she smiled up in my face. I knew she was healed.


			I had no consciousness whatsoever of my return to South Africa. Instantly, I was aware that I was still kneeling in prayer … 


			Three weeks passed. Then my friend who had presented the prayer request for his cousin came to me with a letter from one of his relatives, stating that an unusual thing had occurred. Their cousin, who had been confined for seven years in the asylum in Wales, had suddenly become well. They had no explanation to offer. The doctors said it was one of those unaccountable things that sometimes occur. She was perfectly well and had returned home to her friends. 2


			 


			In addition to the men of God already mentioned and the short description of their experiences with the celestial sphere I would like to refer to Roberts Liardon 3 and Rick Joyner 4 whose books I can recommend as well.


			 


			*     *     *


			 


			In his original telling of the story by Sadhu Sundar Singh Oskar Liebler noted, “Where uneven sentences are found please consider that while in Berlin Sundar spoke in Urdu (possibly in English). Some of it might not have been well interpreted. I avoided any changes to the badly legible original, only tried to complete illegible sentences.” 5


			Since Liebler tried to render the material available to him as accurate as possible some parts of his book are highly concentrated. For a better understanding of the context I included some sentences while being careful not to alter the meaning of the original narrative.


			Further to the book by Oskar Liebler I discovered several other sources of information about the Christian Maharishi. They are reports given by Sundar Singh in other locations at other times. Several of those records I found in an article by Professor Friedrich Heiler. He had access to authentic documents of Sadhu Sundar Singh and reliable eyewitness accounts. Others stemmed from a text rendering excerpts from the biography by A. J. Appasamy, bishop in Coimbatore, India: “Sundar Singh – An Indian Witness of the Living Christ”.


			“Maharishi” is a designation of a spiritual dignitary in India. “Maha” means “great” or “distinguished”, and “rishi” is “seer” or “wise man”. 6 In our culture we would denote a Maharishi as a great sage. The “Maharishi of Mt Kailash” may thus also be referred to as the “Great Christian Seer” or “Sage of Mt Kailash”.


			


			

				

					1	Booth, William (1829-1912), “Is this your life” (Source: www.myfaith.com)
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					3	Liardon, Roberts: “I Saw Heaven”.


				


				

					4	In the following books listed, Rick Joyner writes about dreams, visions and trances. In these he also speaks about his encounter with the spirit of wisdom as well as with deceased saints whom he met in heaven:


					Joyner, Rick: “The Final Quest”.


					Joyner, Rick: “The Call”.


					Joyner, Rick: “The Torch and the Sword”.


				


				

					5	Liebler, Oskar: “Maharischi vom Kailas”; Sadhu Sundar Singh’s speech about his experiences, held in Berlin; edited in 1923, Philadelphia Verlag Leonberg, p. 6.


				


				

					6	Internet: Wikipedia.


				


			


		

OEBPS/Images/1.jpg
The

Mystery o o

BERNHARD KOCH

Maharishi o M¢ Kaash

Sadhu Sundar Singh meets the over

300-year-old

prayer warrior of Christ






OEBPS/Images/370824-the-mystery-of-the-mahari_600.jpg
BERNHARD KOCH

Th M /S)t@J Y of the
MJahJamm | of Mt Kllsh

.. Sadhu Sundar Singh meets the over
& 300 ) years. old Prayer Warrlor of Chrlst -

ReformaZion





OEBPS/Fonts/QlassikMedium.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/QlassikBold.otf


OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.jpg
XinXii






