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INTRODUCTION

	 

	In the dimly lit streets of Brooklyn, New York, under a star-studded sky, a dream was born. A dream that would resonate through the decades, touching the hearts and souls of millions around the world. A dream that would become the living legend we now know as Barbra Streisand.

	Welcome to "Barbra Streisand Biography: A Journey Through Music, Cinema, and Beyond." This book is more than just a collection of words on pages; it's an invitation to embark on a captivating journey through the life of a woman who defied gravity, shattered glass ceilings, and serenaded her way into history.

	Barbra's story isn't just a rags-to-riches tale; it's a symphony of resilience and a blockbuster of inspiration. It's a reminder that dreams, no matter how audacious, are within reach. Her journey from a young girl with a powerful voice and boundless determination to a global icon serves as a beacon of hope for anyone who dares to dream beyond the ordinary.

	Through this book, we invite you to walk in her shoes and experience the highs and lows, the triumphs and challenges. We'll explore the music that stirred our souls, the films that made us laugh and cry, and the humanitarian efforts that showed the incredible power of one woman's heart.

	As we journey through these pages, let Barbra Streisand's life story be your muse, igniting your own passion and determination. The tale of this remarkable artist is a testament to the potential that resides within us all. It's a story of breaking barriers, championing justice, and finding your unique voice in a noisy world.

	So, come along and let Barbra Streisand's incredible journey inspire you. Her story is a song waiting to be sung, a movie waiting to be filmed, and a life waiting to be lived. After all, as she once sang, "People who need people are the luckiest people in the world." And you, dear reader, are about to discover just how lucky we all are to have had Barbra Streisand in our lives.


Chapter 1

	EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

	 

	Barbra Streisand, the iconic American singer, actress, and filmmaker, was born on April 24, 1942, in the vibrant borough of Brooklyn, New York City. Her birthplace held a special significance in shaping her extraordinary career and personality. Barbra's early life was marked by both hardship and artistic inspiration.

	Barbra Streisand's family played a pivotal role in her life, influencing her love for music and her determination to overcome adversity. She was born to Diana Ida (née Rosen) and Emanuel Streisand, both of Jewish heritage. Diana had a promising youth as a soprano with dreams of pursuing a career in music, but her path eventually led her to become a school secretary. Emanuel, on the other hand, was a high school teacher who would later teach at the very same school where he and Diana first crossed paths. The roots of her musical talent and passion for the arts can be traced back to her parents, as her mother's early singing endeavors and her father's role as an educator instilled in her a deep appreciation for creativity and learning.

	Tragedy struck the Streisand family when, in August 1943, a few months after Barbra's first birthday, Emanuel passed away at the young age of 34 due to complications from an epileptic seizure. This was possibly a consequence of a head injury he had sustained years earlier. This tragic event had a profound impact on their lives, pushing the family into a state of near poverty. With Emanuel's passing, Barbra's mother was left to provide for the family as a low-paid bookkeeper, a challenging endeavor that tested their resilience.

	As a young child, Barbra felt like an "outcast" growing up, experiencing a sense of difference from her peers. She often lamented that while everyone else had the comfort of their fathers returning home from work, her father's absence left a void in her life. Her mother, struggling to make ends meet, attempted to provide for her daughter's needs, but Barbra longed for the emotional connection and love that her father would have offered. Instead of affection, she often found solace in food, as her mother tried to compensate with nourishment.

	Despite these difficult circumstances, Barbra's mother's "great voice" served as a beacon of hope in their lives. Diana occasionally sang semi-professionally, sharing her talent with the world. In a memorable 2016 interview with Rosie O'Donnell, Barbra fondly recounted a pivotal moment from her adolescence. When she was just 13 years old, she and her mother embarked on a special venture, recording songs on tape during a visit to the Catskills. This experience marked the first time that Barbra truly asserted herself as an artist, and it became her "first moment of inspiration." It was the spark that ignited her passion for music and performance, setting her on a path that would lead to worldwide fame and acclaim.

	Barbra Streisand's family circle extended beyond her parents and included her older brother, Sheldon, who shared her formative years and experiences. Additionally, her family dynamic changed when her mother, Diana, remarried in 1950, tying the knot with Louis Kind. This union introduced Barbra to her half-sister, the talented singer Roslyn Kind. The presence of her brother and the addition of her half-sister would further shape her life and career as the Streisand family evolved and grew.

	 

	Education

	 

	Streisand's educational journey began at the Jewish Orthodox Yeshiva of Brooklyn when she was just five years old. Her intellect and curiosity were evident even at this tender age, but she often struggled with discipline, frequently blurting out answers to questions before they were asked.

	Her academic journey took her next to Public School 89 in Brooklyn. It was during these early school years that she began to nurture her love for the world of entertainment. She started watching television and going to movies, all the while nurturing a burning desire to be someone, to become famous, and ultimately to escape Brooklyn.

