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  Disclaimer


  This work is protected by copyright. The translation and reproduction of this work or parts of this work are prohibited without the express permission of the author. The implementation of the methods presented in the book is at your own risk.


  The publisher and the author can neither assume liability for personal injury, property damage or financial loss nor guarantee the accuracy and timeliness of the information contained herein. Please note that the content of this work is based on the personal opinion of the author and may not be equated with medical help. Please consult your physician about the recommendations presented in this book before you follow them. Neither the author nor the publisher can guarantee that the objectives will be achieved. Furthermore, this book contains links to other websites, for whose content no responsibility is taken. At the time of writing this book, no legal violations of linked websites could be detected.


  Preface: How to Raise Your Puppy to be a Happy and Loving Dog Without Stress


  



  A dream comes true: You finally get a puppy! This is a totally beautiful moment when you pick up the dog and offer him a new home with you. Of course, you know that this also brings with it a responsibility. You want to raise the puppy properly to avoid trouble and to make you feel super comfortable with each other. There are a lot of things to consider when raising a puppy. To do everything right, you hold the ideal book in your hands.


  With this book I will guide you step by step through all the important areas of puppy training. With the help of the highly effective advice and tips, you will raise the perfect puppy, promote his healthy development, and build an incredibly happy relationship with him. Many proud dog owners have done many things wrong. So that you do not repeat this, I will tell you the 5 most common mistakes and how to avoid them.


  Besides the basic commands and the 13 most important trainings you will learn everything you need to know about the nutrition, sleep, and health of your puppy. I am especially happy to show you how to train the dog completely without violence and without treats. You are even able to save yourself from dog school by simply implementing these lessons that are suitable for everyday life. This way, your puppy will become a lovely, well-behaved dog that everyone loves. So that you two have a lot of fun, and he learns something at the same time, I'm giving a great bonus in this edition: 10 dog games for indoors & outdoors.


  


  I think it is a pity when inexperienced dog owners make many mistakes, cause the dog severe suffering, and stress themselves enormously. But life could be so much better for the dog and his owner, if you only consider a few basic things.


  It is exactly these important basics that I give you on your way. I am convinced:


  • Anyone can train their puppy correctly with effective and clever methods.


  • Mistakes can easily be avoided if you prepare yourself optimally.


  • You too can build a beautiful relationship with your puppy and see him grow into a well-behaved dog.


  For this reason, it is very important to me that this book gives you tips that will actually give you an enormous advantage.


  In the following chapters you will therefore get exact instructions, which you can easily follow.


  The first step for the right puppy training is to read this book carefully and make some notes. So, when you are ready, get yourself some paper and a pen, then make yourself comfortable in a place where nobody can disturb you.


  Let's get going!


  So You Will Find the PERFECT Puppy for You!


  



  You have decided: You want to have a puppy. This is a wonderful idea.


  But which puppy should it be? How so you make a good choice? What is the secret recipe for finding the perfect puppy? The choice of a puppy is something very personal and varies from person to person.


  Granted, there is no secret formula, but there are certain factors that can help you choose a suitable puppy that will stand by you for 10 or 15 years. Here are some considerations you should take into account when looking for a puppy.


  Get to know the parents.


  In my opinion this is the best advice to determine the nature of a puppy (i.e. the character the puppy is likely to show when he is grown up). It is very important to know the parents of a puppy before choosing one to make sure that he has grown up in the right conditions.


  Of course, this is not always possible, because when we talk about rescued dogs or sheltered animals, in most cases we have no information about their past and even less about their parents (we may not even know which breed they belong to).


  It is especially interesting to know the mother, because she usually has more influence in the first weeks of the puppy's life. Factors such as social integration, or the dog's independence, depend largely on the relationship with the mother. Maybe you are not interested in puppies that have had an overly protective or overly independent litter mother.


  The puppy should have direct contact with other dogs.


  To ensure that the puppy is compatible and sociable, the mother should ideally have given birth to several puppies. In this way, the puppy will have social interaction with other dogs from the very beginning and will learn important manners.


  There should be at least two puppies in the litter, so that the puppy can interact with another dog besides the mother. It is also not good if the litter is too big, because it becomes more difficult for the mother to take care of all of them. From 10 puppies on it is considered a large litter. However, it also depends on the experience of the mother (whether it is her first litter or whether she has had several).


  Be clear about what kind and breed you want.


  It seems very obvious, but experience teaches us that many people want a dog. But they don't really know which one, and that's the important thing. You should look for a type of dog that fits your lifestyle.


  And to clarify this point, we start from the following premise: There is no such thing as a perfect dog.


  Every puppy can become a wonderful companion, if it is socialized and educated in the right way, and every puppy can also become an "evildoer," if things are done wrong. Whatever kind of dog you are looking for, remember that it is up to you to train him to be a good dog.


  Whether you want a purebred or a mixed breed is a very personal decision. The main difference is that dogs of certain breeds usually have a more predictable appearance and behavior. You should pay attention to this and see if it matches what you are looking for.


  Mongrels, however much we try to look for similarities, are always unique (and wonderful) individuals. This fact also means that mixed-breed dogs are generally healthier and have a longer life expectancy (due to less inbreeding).


  If you choose a breed, it is an advantage to know it well. What are their main characteristics and features, what are their main difficulties, how active is the dog, what can you expect in the next years in the relationship with this dog.


  Be careful, not every person will advise you correctly on this topic. To do everything right, you have to know the breed really well. There are many people and even professionals who base their opinion on stereotypes or preconceived ideas that are far from reality.


  It is important to keep this in mind because once you have the puppy at home you will see that he is growing at a pretty dizzying rate, and in just 4 months he will have become a teenage dog with most of the strength, agility and size of an adult dog, but whose mind is still that of a puppy.


  Health


  If you attach importance to keeping a healthy dog, then pay attention to the following characteristics:


  Eyes: Some puppies may have vision problems or be blind. To make sure that this is not the case, it is best to observe the puppy, check that it does not bump into things that are in its way, and see if it moves.


  Hair: Look clean and neat.


  Ears: Check if he's deaf. Make small noises with your hands or fingers near his ears to make sure he reacts.


  Movement: Look at how he moves and make sure that he does not limp.


  Physical: The puppy should be in a normal condition. He should not be too thin, obese, or have a belly that is too big.


  Respiration: A healthy puppy should be able to breathe normally without difficulty.


  Hygiene: Make sure that both the puppy and his siblings have good hygiene.


  To be inclusive, I do not want to speak out against sick puppies under any circumstances. Of course, they can give just as much or much more pleasure. Just keep in mind that you will have more work to do and consider absolutely if you want and can take this responsibility.


  5 questions you should ask yourself when you are looking for a puppy.


  If you are still thinking about what kind of dog you would like to have, these questions will help you a lot in your final decision.


  1. What lifestyle do I have?


  Just now, in the present.


  Don't trust the "...but if I have a dog, I will do this and that...".


  Most people's schedules are overcrowded, so be realistic and pay attention to the everyday life you lead today. For example, if you work long hours or are a less active person, don't look for a dog that needs a lot of activity, because it might demand a lot from you.


  2. In which environment do I live?


  Dogs can adapt to almost any environment, but if you live in a very central urban or rural area, it may be easier for you to choose one breed or another.


  It can also be important how big your home is, what other creatures (animals and humans, including children) live at home, whether you have your own car, etc...


  Also pay attention to how big the dog will become. Do you have enough space for him to move freely, eat, and sleep?


  There are breeds that are more suitable for living with children (Boxer, Labrador, Golden), but I think that if we educate the dogs and the children well, any breed is fine to live with them, even more so if the dog comes into the family as a puppy.


  We also need to consider whether there are older people living at home. Quiet breeds of small to medium size adapt better to them, although with proper training, any dog can be a good companion for older people.


  3. Is this my first dog?


  If you are a "newcomer," there are a number of breeds that you should be careful of, as they can be more difficult dogs. This does not mean that you cannot take them, but you should be aware that it will require extra effort if you decide to take them. There is nothing wrong with these dogs. But you have to remember that driving a 90 HP Seat is not the same as driving a 500 HP Ferrari.


  4. How much time do I have?


  If you don't have much time, it might be best to check whether you really should own a dog.


  All dogs need a good amount of time and energy, and when we talk about hunting dogs or shepherd dogs, for example, you need a large portion of both.


  5. Why do you want the dog?


  It is important to pay attention to this, because we have to choose a breed that fits what we want.


  If you want him as a companion for many wonderful years of life, then in principle, any dog can be a great companion.


  Maybe you like sports such as cycling or running, in which case you should look for a dog with a high energy level to accompany you on your runs/drives in the country or in the city.


  It is not always easy to choose a puppy, and nobody can assure us that the puppy you choose will be great or a care. The best way for you to ensure that your puppy will be an affable and sociable dog for the rest of his life is to take his socialization and education seriously. I already told you that much of a dog's behaviour depends on it.


  So be aware of this. Find a trainer, sign him up for puppy classes and work with him.


  Another important aspect in choosing the right puppy is the breeder.


  What makes a good breeder?


  


  A puppy does not have its first learning experiences when it comes to you. He learns from the day he is born. This means that when he comes to you, he has already had eight or twelve weeks of experience at a particularly formative age. That's why they should be especially good. To get a dog with whom you can work well, you should take a good look at the breeder.


  If you choose a breeder, it is not important that he lives nearby. It is better to go far than to support a breeder who has badly socialized dogs.


  During the first phone call you can already ask some relevant questions. For example, the breeder should be able to answer you if the birth went without any problems and if all puppies survived. It can happen that puppies die at birth or shortly after.


  However, the breeder should be able to tell you what they died of, so that hereditary diseases can be excluded. You can also ask if the mother takes good care of the puppies, and if there is enough milk for all puppies. Also make sure that you like the breeder.


  If the first telephone call is positive, a first visit to the breeder follows. No matter what the breeder tells you, never get involved with the fact that the puppy will be brought to you or that you will buy him out of a car. Behind such offers there is usually cruel breeding.


  A serious breeder should have no problem if you come to his home and have a look at his breeding facility. This is the only way to make sure that you do not support cruelty to animals, and that you bring a healthy dog into your home.


  When you are at the breeder's home, you should be able to take a close look at the mother and all puppies. Make sure that all the dogs are well fed and look healthy. The environment in which the puppies grow up should be neat and clean. Observe carefully if the puppies seek contact with humans.


  It is also important how the mother dog reacts to your visit. She should be calm or at least be reassured by her owner. This speaks for a good relationship to the breeder. The puppies look at this behaviour of their mother. Nevertheless, keep some distance from the puppies in the beginning. It is perfectly ok that the mother dog does not let anybody touch her puppies. You should also take a look at the psychological condition of the puppies. They should be curious and lively. Of course, they should also be in good physical condition. Sticky eyes, nasal discharge, sneezing, coughing, or diarrhea are signs of illness.

