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  What leaders are saying about The Shaking of the Nations…




   




  Dr. Daniel J. Griffiths is a seasoned leader and brilliant strategist with tremendous insight into the growth of the church. The Shaking of the Nations presents a powerful case for a triumphant church that seizes the coming harvest God is about to bring. It will challenge your thinking, build your faith, and prepare you for the exciting future that is ahead. I highly recommend it.




  Ken Foreman, Senior Pastor, Cathedral of Faith, San Jose, CA




   




  When I read Dan Griffiths’ new book The Shaking of the Nations, his clear and well-documented presentation caused great excitement to well up in me. He challenges the “spiritual fatalism” in today’s church with the ringing cry, “Get ready for the harvest!”— undergirding it with solid scriptural support. The “divine audacity” he presents is a compelling, exciting message for anyone serious about the near future, and should spark an “audacious” attitude in any Christian reader!




  Ernest Gentile, Co-Pastor, Church On The Hill, Ft. Sumner, NM




  Author of Awaken the Dawn, and other books.




   




  Dr. Daniel Griffiths has located the kingdom pulse in his book The Shaking of the Nations, which details the final move of the Spirit before the Lord’s return. It is such a “must read” for those who anticipate Jesus’ glorious return that Northern California Bible College is working the book into the heart of its curriculum. We live on the cusp of the greatest moving of the Spirit since Pentecost -- and Dr. Griffiths explains why!




  David Sell, Dean, Northern California Bible College
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  Dedication




  I would like to dedicate this book to Karen, my wife of 46 years, who has been so gracious, loving, and patient with me. Even during the times I neglected her while I was wrapped up in writing, her support never wavered.




   




  Every book is in fact a product of many hands, and is influenced by many minds. During the years The Last Shaking series was being birthed, dozens of friends and colleagues gave me valuable input, often after taking time to carefully read through early drafts. I am deeply grateful to them all.




   




  I want to thank my editor, Jim Hatlo, for his tireless efforts. Without his help this book would not have happened. I want to thank my publisher, Eddie Smith, for his patient encouragement and wise suggestions.




   




  Above all, I want to thank the Lord who kept his word to me, given way back during the Jesus Movement, that I would see and participate in the greater move of God that is beginning to happen.




   




  The best is yet to come.




  




  The Call to Readiness




  




  Readiness means a right relationship to God and a knowledge of where we are at present....




  




  Readiness for God means that we are ready to do the tiniest little thing or the great big thing, it makes no difference....




  




  And we are ready for it with all the alertness of our love for him.




  




  A ready person never needs to get ready. Think of the time we waste trying to get ready when God has called.




  




  Oswald Chambers




  His Utmost for His Highest




  




  www.utmost.org




  




  Foreword




  The Shaking of the Nations is a truly significant book for me. You see, my entire spiritual life and ministry is a result of a powerful shaking that can only be described as a true revival.




  




  It was in the early 1970s when the Holy Spirit was being poured out on a generation of lost and confused young people. They were coming to Christ by the tens of thousands in California and in other places. Disillusioned with a broken culture and still desperately empty despite the promise of sex, drugs, and rock and roll, they were discovering life, healing, and reality in Jesus Christ.




  




  Suddenly, many traditional churches were being flooded with hippies and hungry teenagers. Tens of thousands were baptized in the ocean waters at California beaches. Multitudes were filled with the Holy Spirit and experienced the genuine power of God in worship, prayer, spiritual gifts, and unusual miracles. Fresh songs were written that forever changed the church’s way of doing worship. Countless families were changed and new ministries sprang up everywhere.




  




  This revival intensified for nearly a decade, becoming well known as the “Jesus-People Movement.” I was one of many who were profoundly transformed during that time.




  




  Another young man touched by this movement was Daniel J. Griffiths. Dan and I met and became true friends years later in San Jose as fellow pastors, but we had common roots in the same revival. We’ve worked together for the best part of two decades to see churches unite in prayer and ministry to our community. We’ve labored and believed for transforming revival, engaging with some of the most incredible leaders in the church, government, and marketplace in our region. Together, we’ve laughed, cried, prayed, and prophesied many times, and I’m so grateful that to this day we’re still connected in ministry.




  




  Those early days of spiritual outpouring produced an amazing harvest. In my own life, for the past 35 years, I’ve served one church that was transformed by the Jesus People movement. It was in that church that I was married, trained, and ordained into the ministry. Our children and grandchildren are now growing into their futures within the same church.




  




  I’ve seen many lives touched; I’ve written books and articles, trained thousands of international leaders, planted churches and spoken around the world. Everything God has done in my life was birthed in the shaking that came in the 1970s.




  




  But like Dan Griffiths, I’ve never stopped looking for the next great move of God.




  




  In this important book, Dr. Griffiths will guide you through some of the most inspiring Scriptures and timely principles you’ll ever read. You’ll understand with greater clarity God’s plan for your present and your future. You’ll discover what you must do to connect with Heaven’s purpose in this generation. And you’ll find yourself growing excited about the future of the church and the next revival that God has planned.




  




  Forget the doomsday prophets, the naysayers, and the ivory-tower critics. Listen to Dan, and get ready for something supernatural to take shape in your world.




  




  Now is the time for a book like this and Dan is just the person to write it. He is a trained theologian and a seasoned practitioner of the principles he champions. He’s also witnessed the shaking of a generation.




  




  But beyond that, Dan is a very credible prophet to the church. I’ve heard the Lord speak through Him many times. He is a welcome voice in my life. And as you read what God has shown Dan in The Shaking of the Nations, you’ll no doubt be hearing God’s voice in your life as well.




  




  Dr. David Cannistraci




  Lead Pastor, GateWay City Church, San Jose, CA




  Author of Apostles and the Emerging Apostolic Movement




  Introduction




  As I listened to the news commentator reporting on terrorist activities in the Middle East, I was again impressed with how dangerous the world is becoming.




  




  The commentator was interviewing the head of Homeland Security, who declared that his department was now tracking the “radicalization” of potential terrorists through all 50 states in the U.S.




  




  He went on to say that it was not “if, but when” these radicalized home-grown terrorists would strike -- sowing fear and confusion into our nation.




  




  Web-savvy terrorists are reaching out to unstable, alienated youth who are looking for a cause to give their lives meaning. Many are finding that cause in political and religious hatred. Such virtual recruiting is another addition to the list of menaces, human and natural, increasingly shaking the lives of people around the globe.




  




  Over 15 years ago the Lord began speaking to me about becoming a prophetic voice to awaken the church to a coming climactic harvest – one that would be shaped by the last shaking God will bring to the nations. He would expose the myth of utopian peace in which so many have placed their hopes, and force mankind to see where our evil, rebellious hearts have taken us.




  




  God is ready to let governments fall, financial institutions fail, and social unrest to mushroom – leaving people’s lives so torn and shaken that they will be desperate to find something unshakable in this life.




  This will herald the greatest harvest in church history.




  




  But here is the great problem: The church is sadly unprepared. Were God to release tomorrow the full harvest wave he is building, it would overwhelm the church.




  




  The signs are everywhere – and Jesus commanded his church to “stay awake and be alert,” so that we wouldn’t be surprised by the coming tumult. It is time to awaken, to sound the alarm.




  




  But how can the church prepare for what it does not expect? How can believers find faith in what they have not been taught?




  




  We must instill a fearless expectation in God’s people: The Church is destined to become the mightiest force on earth in the last days. Yet, this vital paradigm is absent in the thinking of many Christian leaders. I pray that this book will be a powerful wake-up call for leaders who will believe, and will stride into the fields of the incredible harvest.




  

  PART ONE




  A Paradigm of Courage




  I don’t know how many times in my 42 years of pastoring I heard a church member relate some terrible event and then close by saying, “Well we really are in the last days, aren’t we, pastor?”




   




  This attitude pervades the thinking of both church leaders and church members. I call it “spiritual fatalism” -- the view that the world is only going to get worse, we are helpless to change it, and we might as well resign ourselves to the inevitable.




   




  Oh, Christians will say that “we win” when Jesus comes again and the church is raptured. But too many have the idea that, up to that point, the church will increasingly be attacked, with believers simply holding on by their fingernails until Jesus comes. It’s a dismal picture – so we shouldn’t be surprised that most believers try not to think much about it.




   




  As church leaders, we must take responsibility for the persistence of this fatalism. It arises from our preaching and teaching – and from our failure to accurately understand God’s word.




   




  It keeps the church earthbound when it could be “spiritually flying.”




   




  One of the greatest breakthroughs in aerodynamics was the discovery that an airplane’s wings must be curved on top and flat on the bottom. The reason is that it takes longer for air to flow over the top of a curved wing than it does to pass under the flat underside of the wing. This design creates lift. The differences in air pressure keep the plane airborne.




   




  Scripture is clear that God is ready to empower the church as never before. But for the wind of the Holy Spirit to give lift to the church, we need the right spiritual aerodynamics.




   




  Faith in God’s promises forms the wings of the church. Yet, as the church looks out at the world and ahead toward its future, fear and unbelief are robbing it of the ability to fly.




   




  Jesus intended his church to live supernaturally when he sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The church’s witness, its strength, and its endurance, are rooted in “grace” - the Spirit-given ability to live above our earthly circumstances. But without faith and confidence in God’s plans, our spiritual wings are clipped and our witness of the truth in Christ is greatly limited.




   




  This is the challenge of this book: to replace the paradigm of spiritual fatalism with one of courage and Spirit-filled anticipation. The enormous challenges the church will face pale in contrast to the extraordinary opportunities and victories God has in store for it.




   




  Some of the greatest heroes of the faith are about to step onto the stage of church history. But for that to fully happen, we must achieve a paradigm shift in church leadership and in the church as a whole. Changing our faith dynamics will release the church to soar on the wind of the Holy Spirit.




   




  I pray that as you read this book you will develop an expectant and a courageous faith that God can use in the coming days. 





  Chapter One




  The Calling




  The year was 1971. I had been married less than two years. I was pastoring a small Baptist church when God used two converted hippies to draw me into the now-famous “Jesus Movement”: a magnet for young drop-outs from American culture in the ‘60s and ‘70s.




   




  At first I had no idea what I had gotten myself into -- but I saw hundreds of young people saved and brought into the Kingdom of God. It was exhilarating. When the Jesus Movement drew to an end, I sat in my church office wondering if I would ever experience anything like it again in my ministry.




   




  Revivals like the Jesus Movement tend to spoil you, leaving you unwilling to settle for “church as usual.” True revival makes you hungry for more of the pulsing presence and power of God’s Kingdom as the Spirit does his incredible work.




   




  As I sat at my desk, the Lord made me a promise: He said I would see a much greater move of his Spirit later in my life. For more than 40 years, I have held on to that promise.




   




  God also assured me that I would be a “spiritual father” in the next move. That might seem strange and out of context, but I knew exactly what he meant. The impact of the Jesus Movement had been diluted through its early rejection by much of the American church. Left largely on their own, the Jesus kids had a dearth of spiritual fathers to give them guidance.




  Long hair, torn blue jeans, granny dresses, and bare feet were typical of the converted hippies. Dressed that way, they were offensive to many mainstream congregations. A few churches even borrowed from the restaurant trade and posted signs warning, “No shoes, no shirt, no service!” Thus, there was a scarcity of mature Christian leaders willing to take these brash, excited new believers under their wings and disciple them.




   




  At the ripe old age of 26, I was considered by some of these kids as a “spiritual father.”




   




  With little seasoned leadership, the Jesus Movement suffered from youthful excesses and immaturity. As I look back today, it pains me that the church missed a tremendous opportunity simply because that opportunity came dressed in sloppy clothes.




   




  So, as I considered God’s promise of spiritual fatherhood in a future move of his Spirit, I was greatly encouraged.




   




  Twenty-five years later God began to increasingly impress on me that the greater move he had spoken of was about to arrive. I felt him call me to be a voice in preparing his people for what he was about to do.




   




  His words to me were direct and to the point: “Get my people ready for the harvest.”




   




  Over the next several weeks, as I prayed about my new assignment, the Lord gave me two objectives.




   




  Objective One




   




  One day I distinctly heard in my heart the Lord give me the command, “Build me an Ark.”




   




  I had no idea what he meant.




   




  I went into one of the Sunday school classrooms at my church, found a picture of Noah’s ark, brought it into my office, and taped it to the wall. It became a point of focus for me in my prayer times. But as I mulled over the familiar images of Noah hammering away on the hull, and animals going in two by two, I felt no closer to understanding the message.




   




  Gradually I realized that the ark God wanted me to build was one of supportive relationships between churches, Christian businesses and organizations, and committed individuals -- uniting them into a great spiritual vessel that would hold and disciple the coming harvest.




   




  As that realization took hold, I turned the word “ark” into an acronym that I believe reflects what God wants:




   




  An Alliance of God’s people




  who have been Renewed by his Spirit




  to accomplish his Kingdom purpose




  in the coming harvest. – A.R.K.




   




  There must be a coming together of God’s people, in all our various expressions of church and ministry, to finish the great commission. This is the primary goal of ARK.




   




  Book Three of this series will deal more fully with the idea of the ARK and church unity. For now, it is enough to say that God wants his church united in every city -- poised to enfold and disciple the lost who will flood in as he increasingly shakes the nations.




   




  Objective Two




  Not long after I heard God’s first command, the second one came: “Build me the school of the prophets.”




   




  This was as puzzling to me as the command to build an ark. Nowhere in scripture does the literal expression “school of the prophets” appear. However, the Bible does speak of a prophetic training school, in the first book of Samuel. (1 Sam. 19:20)




   




  Samuel led Israel through one of its greatest spiritual revivals. The Lord used him to gather hundreds of young prophets so that they might be trained to carry God’s Word to Israel. I began to realize that God was calling me to do something similar.




   




  Like Samuel, I was to raise up not only my voice but the voices of young prophetic leaders: calling God’s people across the street – and around the world -- to readiness.




   




  I believe God already is imparting to others his victorious paradigm, as he did with me. I have no exclusive franchise on this movement. And I am sure that the arks and the schools that emerge will take a variety of forms.




   




  Their common denominator, however, will be committed young leaders, who respond to the swell of the harvest with a drive to prepare the church for discipling and shepherding.
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A harvest tsunami is on its way.
Will the church be ready?
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