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	Barack Obama’s Speeches

	 


CHAPTER ONE 

	 

	And like this the War in Iraq will Come to an End 

	(Rome, September 1st, 2013) 

	 

	The request for a timeline of the pulling out of American troops in Iraq on behalf of the Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki represents a grand opportunity. 

	We must take this occasion to give way to the phased withdrawal of combat units, which I have endorsed for a great deal of time. 

	It’s a necessary step to guarantee success in Iraq in the long-run and for security interests of the United States. 

	The differences regarding Iraq are evident. In contrast to Senator McCain, I was opposed to the war in Iraq even before it began, and if I were to become president today, I would put an end to it.  

	I considered it a grave mistake to divert our attention from the fight against Al-Qaeda and against the Taliban who invade a country that didn’t present an imminent threat for us and who had nothing to do with the attacks of September 11th.  

	Since then, more than 4,000 Americans died, and we have spent almost four one trillion dollars. 

	Speech Delivered after Winning the Democratic 

	Nomination for the Presidency of the United States 

	(July 15th, 2008) 

	 

	Our armed forces are stretched to their limits. Almost all threats that we must confront from Afghanistan, AlQaeda, and Iran have become more dangerous. 

	In the 18 months passed from when President Bush announced the so-called surge, the increment of the troops in Iraq, our soldiers have performed heroic feats to reduce the level of violence. 

	Thanks to the application of new tactics, the Iraqi population has been protected better and the Suni tribes have fended off Al-Qaeda, strongly limiting their force. 

	But the factors that pushed me to oppose the surge remain valid even today. 

	Our armed forces are constantly put under more stress, the situation in Afghanistan has worsened and in Iraq, we have spent almost 200 million dollars more than what was allocated in the budget. 

	The Iraqi leaders have proven to be incapable of investing tens of billions of dollars, income from petroleum revenues, in the reconstruction of their country, and not having reached their political compromise which was the declared objective for the increase of troops. 

	The good news is that the Iraqi leaders want to take responsibility for managing their country, negotiating a timeline for the withdrawal of American troops.  

	And Jambes Dubik, the American official who oversees the training of Iraqi forces, estimates that in 2009, the army and police of Iraq will be able to assume the responsibilities of security. 

	Only with a withdrawal of our troops can we push the 

	Iraqi leaders to reach a political agreement and 
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	successfully accomplish a transfer of security responsibilities and stability of their country. 

	Instead of taking the moment and encouraging Baghdad to take the situation into its hands, the Bush Administration and Senator McCain refuse to combine this process of transition, despite the commitments previously made to respect the will of the sovereign Iraqi government. 

	They define any timeline for the withdrawal of American troops as a “surrender,” even if it means transferring the control over Iraq to a sovereign Iraqi government. 

	This is not a strategy to win; it’s a strategy to stay, going against the will of the Iraqi people, against the will of the American people as well as our security interests. 

	This is why, on the first day of my presidency, I will give a new mission to the armed forces: to put an end to this war. 

	As I have said many times, we will be much more aware of withdrawing than we were in entering. We can withdraw our combat units at a rate which would allow a complete resolution in the course of 16 months. 

	Thus, it would occur in the summer of 2010, two years after today and over seven years after the start of the war. 

	After this withdrawal, a residual force would remain in Iraq in charge of executing limited missions, hunting down what remains of Al-Qaeda in Mesopotamia, protecting our troops, and training the Iraqi security forces (in this last case, with the condition that there is political progress on the part of the Iraqi leaders). It wouldn’t be a hasty withdrawal. Bringing this strategy forward, we shall introduce tactical adjustments. 

	As I have often said, I will meet with the commanders of the ground and with the Iraqi government to guarantee that the withdrawal of our troops happens with safe conditions and to ensure the defense of our interests. 

	 

	
We would take the soldiers first from the secure areas and then those at more risk. 

	We will launch a diplomatic offensive within every nation in the area to guarantee the stability of Iraq and we will allocate two million dollars to finance a new international effort in favor of the Iraqi refugees. 

	To put an end to the war is fundamental to reaching our more general strategic goals, to start from Afghanistan and from Pakistan, where the Taliban are on the rise and where Al-Qaeda can count on a safe refuge.  

	Iraq is not the central front of the war on terror. It never was. 

	As Admiral Mike Mullen recently said, Chairman of Joint Chief of Staffs, we won’t have sufficient resources to bring the work in Afghanistan to an end until we reduce our involvement with Iraq. 

	If I’m president, I’ll bring forward a new strategy and I will start reinforcing our involvement in Afghanistan with at least two combat brigades. 

	There more soldiers are needed, more helicopters, more intelligence to bring the mission to an end. 

	I will not hold armed forces, our resources, and our foreign policy held hostage by a reckless will to maintain permanent bases in Iraq. 

	        

	


CHAPTER TWO 

	 

	Barack Obama’s United States 

	 

	I stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful for the trust you've bestowed, and mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors. 

	I thank President Bush for his service to our nation, as well as the generosity and cooperation he has shown throughout this transition. Forty-four Americans have now taken the presidential oath. The words have been spoken during rising tides of prosperity and the still waters of peace. Yet, every so often, the oath is taken amidst gathering clouds and raging storms.  

	At those moments, America has carried on not simply because of the skill or vision of those in high office, but because we, the people, have remained faithful to our forebears’ ideals and true to our founding documents. So, it has been. So, it must be with this generation of Americans. 

	Inaugural Speech of the 44th President of the United 

	States (January 20th, 2009) 

	 

	That we are in the midst of crisis is now well understood.  Our nation is at war against a far-reaching network of violence and hatred. 

	Our economy is badly weakened, a consequence of greed and irresponsibility on the part of some, but also our collective failure to make hard choices and prepare the nation for a new age. 

	Homes have been lost, jobs shed, businesses shuttered. 

	Our health care is too costly, our schools fail too many, and each day brings further evidence that the ways we use energy strengthen our adversaries and threaten our planet. 

	Every day we have, we see the confirmation that the way in which we use energy resources bolsters our adversaries and threatens our planet. 

	These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data and statistics. 

	Less measurable, but no less profound, is a sapping of confidence across our land; a nagging fear that America's decline is inevitable, that the next generation must lower its sights. 

	Today, I say to you that the challenges we face are real. They are serious and they are many. They will not be met easily or in a short span of time. But know this America:  

	They will be met. 

	On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and discord. On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false promises, the recriminations, and worn-out dogmas that for far too long have strangled our politics. 

	We remain a young nation. But in the words of Scripture, the time has come to set aside childish things. The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea passed on from generation to generation: the Godgiven promise that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve a chance to pursue their full measure of happiness. 

	In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that greatness is never a given. It must be earned. 

	Our journey has never been one of short-cuts or settling for less. It has not been the path for the faint-hearted, for those who prefer leisure over work or seek only the pleasures of riches and fame. 

	Rather, it has been the risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things - some celebrated but more often men and women obscure in their labor, who have carried us up the long, rugged path towards prosperity and freedom. 

	For us, they packed up their few worldly possessions and traveled across oceans in search of a new life. 

	For us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the West; endured the lash of the whip and plowed the hard earth. 

	For us, they fought and died, in places like Concord and Gettysburg; Normandy and Khe Sahn. 

	Time and again these men and women struggled and sacrificed and worked till their hands were raw so that we might live a better life. 

	They saw America as bigger than the sum of our individual ambitions, greater than all the differences of birth, wealth or faction. 

	This is the journey we continue today. 

	We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth. 

	Our workers are no less productive than when this crisis began. 

	Our minds are no less inventive, our goods and services no less needed than they were last week, last month or last year. 

	Our capacity remains undiminished. But our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow interests and putting off unpleasant decisions, that time has surely passed. 

	Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and begin again the work of remaking America. For everywhere we look, there is work to be done. 

	The state of the economy calls for action: bold and swift. And we will act - not only to create new jobs, but to lay a new foundation for growth. 

	We will build the roads and bridges, the electric grids and digital lines that feed our commerce and bind us together. 

	We will restore science to its rightful place and wield technology's wonders to raise health care's quality and lower its cost. 

	We will harness the sun and the winds and the soil to fuel our cars and run our factories. 

	We will transform our schools, colleges, and universities to meet the demands of a new age. 

	All this we can do. And all this we will do. 

	Now, there are some who question the scale of our ambitions, who suggest that our system cannot tolerate too many big plans. Their memories are short, for they have forgotten what this country has already done, what free men and women can achieve when imagination is joined to common purpose and necessity to courage. 

	What the cynics fail to understand is that the ground has shifted beneath them, that the stale political arguments that have consumed us for so long, no longer apply. 

	The question we ask today is not whether our government is too big or too small, but whether it works, whether it helps families find jobs at a decent wage, care they can afford, a retirement that is dignified. 

	Where the answer is yes, we intend to move forward. Where the answer is no, programs will end. 

	And those of us who manage the public's dollars will be held to account, to spend wisely, reform bad habits, and do our business in the light of day. 

	Only then, we can restore the vital trust between a people and their government. 
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