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SUMMARY of 

Putin’s Playbook


        
 



Frida Ghitis, Alex Vatanka: Russia is determined to weaken the
U.S., defeat us and use military force if necessary. Michael Flynn
was caught up in an elaborate FBI dragnet that destroyed his
career, family, and reputation. The Obama administration's view of
Russia as a "regional power" was a mistake. David Rothkopf: U.S.
intelligence and law enforcement became an enabler of Russian
subversion. America must develop a viable, reality-based policy
rather than playing endless "reset" games. 

   



Frida Ghitis says every American should read Yevgeny Zamyatin's
magnum opus,. It served as a blueprint for George Orwell's Nineteen
Eighty-Four. 

 




  
 Here is a Preview of What You Will Get:


 



⁃ A Detailed Introduction

⁃ A Comprehensive Chapter by Chapter Summary

⁃ Etc

 



Get a copy of this summary and learn about the book. 
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Introduction

        
Frida Ghitis, Alex Vatanka: Russia is
determined to weaken the U.S., defeat us and use military force if
necessary. Michael Flynn was caught up in an elaborate FBI dragnet
that destroyed his career, family, and reputation. The Obama
administration's view of Russia as a "regional power" was a
mistake. David Rothkopf: U.S. intelligence and law enforcement
became an enabler of Russian subversion. America must develop a
viable, reality-based policy rather than playing endless "reset"
games. 

        
Frida Ghitis says every American should read
Yevgeny Zamyatin's magnum opus,. It served as a blueprint for
George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

        
        
American and Russian leaders are on a collision
course, writes former U.S. intelligence officer Alexei Lobintsev.
Putin has pushed Russia's "active role" of peacekeeper and
"balancing factor in world civilization," he writes. Frida Ghitis
argues that trying to normalize relations with Russia over decades
has failed. 
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Chapter 1
: Russia’s War
on America


        
When I was young, my
mother wanted me to go to America. America was supposed to be
everything that the USSR wasn't. Russian people loved America as
much as the Soviet government hated it. We were afraid of the U.S.
government, fearing war at any moment. I naively thought that this
new and awe-inspiring feeling of liberty would last the rest of my
life. But to my surprise, the country I craved so much has, in a
sense, followed me here. 

        

  
  


        
A “New” War, Twenty Years
in the Making

        
After the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991,
Americans hoped for a new era of friendship and cooperation with
Russia. Moscow's 2018 Annual Assessment: "Moscow will employ a
variety of aggressive tactics to weaken the United States.” In
2007, Vladimir Putin accused the United States and NATO of waging
"illegitimate" wars, provoking an arms race, and causing extremism,
terrorism, and general devastation across the world through
destabilizing policies. Russia has since implemented an
unprecedented military modernization with a price tag on the order
of $650 billion. 

        
Practicing to Stage Cyber
Doomsday

        
On October 3, 2018, a test of the National
Wireless Emergency Alert System activated. This modern doomsday
alert was originally created during the Cold War to warn Americans
about a Soviet nuclear strike. Six months before the alert, the
U.S. government issued a real alert on its own website. Russian
cyber hackers took screenshots of machinery used in energy and
nuclear plants, which suggests that one of the mission objectives
was to conduct reconnaissance for future attacks. Even America's
weapons arsenal is vulnerable to cyber attacks, according to U.S.


        
Government Accountability Office audit. Media's
attention turned to the "more pressing" business of Russia's 2016
election interference, not cybersecurity breach, he says. Rather,
they were part of an effort to destabilize the United States and
prepare the battlefield for war, writes former CIA Director John
Brennan. 

        
Test Runs for
Armageddon

        
In his State of the Union address, Russian
President Vladimir Putin announced new weapons aimed at the United
States. Peter Bergen: “Moscow views war with the U.S. as inevitable
and regularly conducts practice runs for it. Russia relies on its
nuclear forces as a contingency weapon to prevail in any conflict.
Vladimir Putin is flexing Russia's military and nuclear muscle on
the anniversary of terrorist attacks on the U.S. homeland.
NORAD/NORTHCOM also happens to track the arrival of Santa Claus and
field phone calls from children all over the globe every Christmas.


        
In 2009 and 2012, Russian vessels sailed close
to U.S. strategic waters in the Gulf of Mexico, raising concerns
within the Pentagon. As part of an interagency team, I briefed the
STRATCOM commander, General Kehler, on Russia's conduct. The Trump
administration has adopted a more aggressive cyber posture,
allowing our military to better combat threats from sophisticated
cyber threat actors like Russia. Only later will we know which U.S.
policy approach is more effective at mitigating the Russian cyber
threat and whether either one of them changed Putin's calculus
about waging cyber warfare. 

        
It Doesn’t Take Much for
the Entire System to Collapse

        
Russia's targeting strategy is the result of
years of studying U.S. vulnerabilities by its military and
intelligence services. They argue that taking parts of an
adversary's civilian infrastructure out of commission will hurt the
economy, healthcare, defense, and security. 

        

  
  


        
Driven by Fear of
America’s Hostile Intentions

        
Russian officials blamed Washington for the so
called "color revolutions" that took place in Ukraine, Georgia and
Kyrgyzstan. Vladimir Putin feared the U.S. might eventually intrude
closer to Russia. He was personally shaken by the disintegration of
Yugoslavia and the deaths of Saddam Hussein and Muammar Gaddafi.
Russia rejects values we hold dear and views our embrace of them as
cynical opportunism. Russia's political and military elite believe
Washington seeks to overthrow Putin's regime.
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