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  hether everyone will admit it or not, the traditional church is in deep trouble and has been struggling for years to survive. There is a small rise of some new, non-traditional churches that help us all realize that God truly has a new way of doing Church. There is no easy fixes but at the same time, there are real roots that are being revealed in this book. The Church does not need another program nor does it need another religious organization. We don't need religious leaders but compassionate, Christ centered leaders. Bill is a prophet of God with a strong Word that all of the Church needs to hear. Bill reveals that there are so many Churches both big and small meeting and keeping silent while the World gets worse in many areas. The fact of the matter is the world and even some Churches are on the road to Hell. We must hear the urgency of all that God has laid on the heart of Bill Vincent and many prophetic voices like him.




  So many Churches in America why is America in such bad shape somebody is dropping the ball This why we can’t just go to Church as spectators when we’re asked to pray for a person or Country we need to take it seriously and really travail and intercede instead of shrugging it off and leaving it to the next person. This would be where someone would drop the ball. You know why bad things have happened in America because God is trying to wake this Country up and believe there is a higher power in this Country and it is not the President of the United States.




   




   




  
Chapter One


  Facts and Figures
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  e are to start all of this with the numbers. It really reveals a real foundation to what this book will reveal. Currently there are over 3.7 million Christian congregations in the world. However, it is difficult to say the exact number of denomination because new denomination are formed daily, but it is believed that there are around 67,000 denominations with close to 50,000 new congregations being added each year. Most of this growth is in South America, Africa and Asia.




  It is very hard to estimate the number of churches in the world. This is because millions of churches are mushrooming from left, right and center in many parts of the world especially in Africa and the Caribbean. People have commercialized the Christian faith to the extent that they only begin churches as a business venture.




  Why are there so many denominations in the world when Jesus said that He would build His church? Why are there so many churches with so many different doctrines? Didn’t Jesus say that He would build His one true church? Is there such a thing as the worldwide church?




  There are an estimated 37 million churches in the world with 50,000 new ones added every year and no two are the same. There are so many churches because there are so many Christians in the world. In fact, one third of the world’s population are Christ followers and it is growing exponentially too. These figures do not count the millions of underground and house churches where it is dangerous to profess your faith publicly. One lady in a Muslim country was thrashed and beaten for simply wearing a cross to school and the local police failed to file any charges against the school and in fact, threatened the lady herself that they could not possibly protect her if she ever wore a cross in public again. The school ripped the cross off of her neck and threw it in the trash.




  The church is not actually a building but is composed of a body of believers, called the Body of Christ. This is why even house churches with just a few Christians can be considered a church by definition. Jesus said in Matthew 16:18 that “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” The Greek word used for church is “ekklesia.” The word “ekklesia” is found in one hundred and fifteen places in the New Testament. It is translated in English one hundred and thirteen times as “church” and the remaining times it is translated as an “assembly.” In classical Greek the word “ekklesia” meant “an assembly of citizens summoned” which is a great definition. The “citizens” in this case are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven…or the Body of Christ. Since Jesus said that the gates of Hades (literally, hell) will not prevail or stop His church from being built and the church will prevail even till the time of Christ’s Second return, we know that the church will not be stopped by anything or anyone.




  The writer of Hebrews constrains us to not be “forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). If we should forsake the assembling of ourselves together, then it would be impossible to “consider one another in order to stir up love and good works” if we are being a lone ranger Christian. I’ve seen so many lone ranger ministries disconnect from and assembling together. In the New Testament churches, there are no lone ranger Christians and the epistles (letters) in the New Testament are written to specific churches at specific locations and were naturally written to the church members in them. Well over half of the New Testament contain these letters that are written to the churches and the Christians who attend them.




  There are an estimated 34,000 plus denominations of churches in the world today including 1,200 in the U.S. alone. Why are there so many different denominations? What are the reasons behind this number of denominations when Jesus said that He would build His church, assuming it would be one, universal church (Matt 16:18)? Are all of these thousands of churches under the Headship of Christ Jesus? Most certainly not all of the churches nor all of the thousands of denominations teach sound biblical doctrine. Some are heretical and others teach a smorgasbord of beliefs from the Bible and other religions. Yet others teach that Jesus became God and was not God at one time. Some believe that even God the Father was at one time not a god. This teaching is contrary to what the Bible says (John 1).




  Even though there are thousands of denominations, there really is no single church that has all known truth and teaches it perfectly. I know that as God has revealed more and more to me that I have found brand new truths in God’s Word. I’m talking about things like I was taught “Lord if it be your will I will be healed”. I discovered that it is always God’s will to be healed. There is no one church that has absolutely no error, just like every Christian alive cannot possibly know all truth. As long as the essentials to the faith are there, like the Chief Cornerstone Jesus Christ being the central focus of worship, churches can still be under the Headship of Christ Jesus. If you look at nature, if you look at the human race, and if you look at the intricacies of human understanding, you see that God loves variety so it should not surprise us that there are a variety of different denominations embedded within different nations and cultures. I believe God loves such variety as long as there are no blatant doctrinal errors within the body of that church. God seeks the worship of all nations, all ethnic groups, all people groups, from all over the world.
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