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What is a minister?

So often when we hear the word ‘minister’ it conjures up images of a person in some or other clothing of the clergy, or who carries a fancy title in the church. The truth is, the concept of a minister has become distorted because man created the clergy and laity system within the church, which means we have decided to separate those who are supposedly in ‘full time ministry’ from those who are simply called to receive word and guidance from such ministers.

The reality is that there is no clergy and laity system. We are all called to be active in the Kingdom of God, fulfilling the Great Commission. We are all called to be disciples of God, and we all have a calling and have been empowered with gifts and abilities to establish the Kingdom of God in the hearts of man. It is because of the idea that only a few are called to ‘minister’, that we sit with a Body of mostly inactive disciples, thus disciples who believe they are not called to minister at all! They rather receive instead of give so that the Gospel may touch lives daily.

The notion of not ministering is a terrible and erroneous mindset. There is no such thing as a full-time minister. This is a creation that followed the Reformation, where shepherds were turned into full-time pastors who all of a sudden carry all kinds of duties such as running a church. Oh yes, some disciples are called for leadership and some are called to the ascended gifts of Ephesians 4, but we are all called to be active and mobilised when it comes to sharing the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus. Some will simply be active more than others, yet again, some are more active because some simply don’t want to be or believe they should not be active! This reminds me of “Matthew 9:37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.”

If you are a disciple, you are called to minister. Yet, not all are called to be gifted as a minister of the Word to be a preacher or a teacher. Some as called to minister as encouragers or exhorters. Others are called to minister through worship and some through acts of kindness. Again, we sit with a distorted view of ministry, as we believe only a small select group of people are now called to minister. This is far from the truth. Romans 12 says “4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”

Romans 12 outlines that all of us are part of the Body of Christ, and we all have gifts to serve God and His Kingdom. We are all called to minister, if it is prophecy, or teachings, or giving, or leading, or just serving in whatever capacity. This is of course also emphasized in “1 Corinthians 12: 4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.”

Again, according to this Scripture, some are gifted to administer the Word of God through preaching and teaching, yet for others, they are more comfortable in dealing with the realm of faith, while others work in different gifts all to the benefit of the Kingdom and the Body of Christ. We are thus all called to minister in one way or another! The word ‘minister’ comes from the Old French word ‘ministre’ (noun), and from the Latin word (genitive ministri) that speaks of "inferior, servant, priest's assistant" (in Medieval Latin, "priest"), from minus, minor "less," hence "subordinate". In our modern-day, it means a person authorized to conduct religious worship, or clergymen or a pastor or rector. In the French context, it speaks of a "servant, valet, and member of a household staff, administrator, musician, and minstrel". 

Today we view a minister as one who serves a church and the congregation. The reality is, the word minister denotes a servant. We are called to serve the Kingdom of God, yet because of our church structures and the way we have institutionalised Christianity, those who are called to minister are no longer ministering! We are all disciples of God, and we are all called to follow Him and to go into the world so that the world may know Christ.

In Ephesians 4 it says the following “11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints FOR THE WORK OF MINISTRY, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” According to what the Apostle Paul wrote, those we have deemed to be the ministers in the Church – the apostles, prophets, teachers, shepherds and evangelists – are actually called to train and equip the REST of the Body of Christ for ministry! Instead of this happening, those who are supposed to equip have been doing all of the ministry work and those who are called to be equipped for ministry have become passive in action and purpose because of a lack of equipping.

In Acts 6 we read: “1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

In Acts 6 we find a clear example of different gifts coming into play regarding serving the Kingdom of God. Some of the disciples at the time felt they were called to pay more attention to ministering the word, and thus felt it was needed to appoint those who were better suited to minister (thus serve) through serving tables and helping with daily distribution. Stephen was one such man who was elected for such a task. In this same chapter, we read that such disciples who were to minister by serving tables were to be of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. Thus, not inferior to the task of ministering the word! They were simply called to serve a different task in a different capacity. Thus, we are called to minister and thus serve. And such ministry work carries equal weight and importance as all work reflects God and the Gospel.

In 1 Timothy 4 we read for example Timothy’s appointment to minister in the Kingdom of God, “6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. 7 But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. 10 For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. 11 These things command and teach.” Timothy had a clear assignment, which defined his task of how he was supposed to act as a minister in the Kingdom of God. We all have clear assignments, and we need to spend time with God in fellowship to know our purpose.

In Acts 12:25 we read “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their ministry, and they also took with them John whose surname was Mark,” and also “Acts 20: 22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” Paul, like all other disciples back then and still today also had a very clear mandate and assignment. Paul gave his all to fulfilling such assignments and running the race to the end, not counting the cost. He suffered much to declare the Good News to the Gentiles. He was a minister of the Word, and God used him mightily to travel far and wide to administer the truth of the Gospel. 

In 1 Corinthians 16, we read “15 I urge you, brethren—you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints— 16 that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us.” Like the household of Stephanas, we are all called to be devoted to ministry, and uphold the truth of the Gospel and uphold Scriptures. Again, we are not all called to be like Paul, but we are all called to be disciples and thus have a responsibility to fulfil the Great Commission. We are all called to administer the Word in some other form or capacity, which forms of our calling and mandates as ministers within the Kingdom of God. Not all will be called to preach and teach on a regular basis, but we must all be willing and ready to proclaim the Good News, make disciples, baptise new disciples, lay hands on the sick and even administer deliverance. We are called to be active in the spiritual gifts to play our part in the Body that functions as one unit, with Jesus being the head.  

We see such activation of ministerial gifting in “Luke 7: 36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil.” This woman was an exhorter and someone who simply loved to nurture people!

Or how about the story in Luke 10 of Mary and Martha? “38 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 41 And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. 42 But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” Mary and Martha show us that there are different ways to truly serve the Lord and His Kingdom, and there is a time and place for all kinds of ministry. In Luke 10, the parable of the Good Samaritan is also a story of how people are called to help in different ways, and some are gifted to administer healing and others are gifted to administer healing of the soul. Such is the nature of the Body of Christ – a holy priesthood of ministers of different gifts and talents and abilities, all working together!

2 Corinthians 3:7 says about the glory of the New Covenant: “But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious? For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory. 10 For even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels. 11 For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.” It is because of the New Covenant that we are now all disciples of God, and we all have access to God and we all are called to be His adopted sons and daughters, thus to be active in service. The Spirit of God was poured out on Pentecost for a specific reason - so that we are all equipped to be ministers in the Kingdom of God. The Spirit does not only empower a few for ministry work but all believers.

Paul wrote in “2 Corinthians 4: 1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” For Paul, everything was about declaring the Good News, thus the light of Jesus Christ. He took his mandate very seriously, and as a minister of the Word, he was aware of the dangers of deception and distorting the truth. Just so, no matter what we are called to do, we must take our task and duty very seriously! However, we minister, even if it be an exhorter or a worship leader or feeding the poor, we must do so all in reverence to God, in the Spirit of God and in full faith and trust. 

Colossians 4 says “17 And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” Indeed, we must all take heed of the ministry to which we have been called. We must honour what God has assigned us to do. And we must do it with great diligence, passion, with zeal and always in the love of God. Paul said in “1 Timothy 1:12: And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.” We have all been tasked for ministry, but how is part of God’s Sovereign will and not our will. We must yield and submit to our task to know what to do and how to do it as led by the Spirit of God.

How Timothy had to fulfil his task is outlined in “1 Timothy 4: 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.” And also “2 Timothy 4:5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 

Indeed, Jesus also came as the Son of God as a ministering servant to fulfil the promise of the New Covenant. For three years He ministered the word and so fulfilled “Hebrews 8: 1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.”

Glory to God, Jesus’ ministry was to be the mediator of a better covenant. His death on the cross was an act of ministering as He came to serve so that we may, as the lost, be redeemed and saved. And thus Jesus died as a minister of the New Covenant and as the final High Priest that tore the veil in two so that all man may know God and serve God in Spirit and truth. His work of ministry is summed up in “John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” Glory to God, Jesus showed us how to be a true minister of love, compassion, kindness, faith and hope. We must follow His example as His followers, for then we are true and good disciples willing to serve.

Jesus even washed the feet of the disciples in John 13 to show us the importance of humility, and the importance to serving. We always remain but disciples, thus ministers of the Kingdom. No fancy title will change that reality. By ministering as God leads we serve. And we are called to serve in love and in meekness and kindness. It is about reaching to a broken world that desperately needs to know Christ.

We read in “Hebrews 1: 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?” Yes, angels are also called to minister! Of this we read for example in “Acts 8:26: Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” Also read Acts 12:7-11. Even angels serve the Lord, just as we are to serve the Lord and to administer His truth and be administers of love and kindness. We see such an accumulation of serving God in “Revelations 4:  2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne ... 6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back ... 8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” 9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 11 “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.” One day, we will all be ministering to God in praise and worship!

May we thus continue to serve the Lord and be disciples who are always willing and ready to be ministers of the New Covenant. May we continually declare the Good News, and seek to fulfil the Great Commission by first seeking God’s Kingdom and His righteousness. In God, we find our purpose, and in God, we are empowered to minister the Gospel to His glory as God ordained by His Will. So may we abide, and in abiding, we allow God to minister to us so that we may minister to a broken world that desperately needs to know the love and grace and mercy of faithful and eternal Saviour.
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Worth the salt, walking in the light
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In Matthew 5 we read: 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

As ministers of God, we are called to the salt and we are called to shine the light of Christ. Of this importance, we must never forget. We are called to, therefore, be ministers of worth and value, for salt holds value and so does light. Acts 20:24 says “But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” Paul wanted to be a minister of worth and value, and he found such worth in living out the Gospel and proclaiming it. 

Matthew 5, therefore, boils down to being of value. To be of value speaks not in terms of what we do necessarily, but rather ‘how’ we do it. What we are called to do is ordained by God, so our value and worth lie in our obedience to God. For the value of someone who is called to preach to millions will be of the same value in the eyes of God as someone who has been called to open the church doors on a Sunday, for example. Why? Because with God, it is about walking in the will of God, obeying where He leads and remaining faithful to what He entrusts us with. For the one who preaches to millions only does so because God has sovereignly ordained it, and not by own strength or fortitude. There is thus very little value when we try to serve God and His Kingdom in the flesh, or by our intellect or wisdom. 1 Samuel 15 says “And Samuel said, “Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”

Matthew 3 says “8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance.” Paul also writes in “Ephesians 4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called.” So it is about the ‘how’, about our conduct, our behaviour, our speech and words. It speaks of an excellent spirit of serving God with the talents and abilities He has afforded us. To be worth something implies being able to positively contribute to the Kingdom and the Gospel on earth. A minister of God must thus be able to behave and act in such a manner that we must be able to declare the Gospel in a worthy manner to the glory of God.  For this reason, we also read in “Philippians 1:27: Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.”

In Colossians 1 we read “9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy.”

So to be a minister of worth the salt and the light is according to Colossians 1 about FULLY pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. This speaks of remaining faithful as God leads and seeking God’s Kingdom and will above all else (Matthew 6:33). This requires submission to the Holy Spirit and abiding in God (John 15) so that we can be fruit. As children of God, our relationship with God is of great importance and very personal, but surely it needs to extend from the inner to the outward in our service to the Kingdom. Such service and action speaks of fruit and glorifying God as a witness (Acts 1:8). For it says in “James 2:20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?” So as a minister of worth we need to move in faith and trust in God, and not place hope or trust in our fallible efforts. 

2 Thessalonians 1:11 declares “Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power.” So if we truly walk in a manner that is worth the salt and the light, God will then ‘fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power” within His disciples, thus His Church. Only when we truly yield and submit to God can we run the race so that what we do for God and the Kingdom may be counted as worthy of our calling. Paul wrote a lot on the conduct of a disciple, for example, in Colossians 3, and Ephesians 4 and 5. He spoke a lot about such conduct in his epistles to Timothy. We must strive to walk in good and proper conduct to the glory of God, so that our fruits are worthy of repentance, meaning we truly reflect that we are reborn and redeemed by the hand of God.

Salt

Let us begin with the concept of salt and consider its worth. As far back as 6050 BC, salt has been an important and integral part of the world’s history, as it has been interwoven into countless civilizations. Used as a part of Egyptian religious offerings and valuable trade between the Phoenicians and their Mediterranean empire, salt and history have been inextricably intertwined for millennia, with great importance placed on salt by many different cultures. It once held incredible value and at one stage became a form of currency because of its value.

Salt (sodium chloride) is still one of the most basic and stable compounds found on earth. Salt can dissolve in water but when saltwater (like the ocean) evaporates, salt remains a dried compound because of its stability. It is still of great value today, even though not so much in terms of trade and commerce. It is an essential element in the diet of not only humans but of animals, and even of many plants. It is one of the most effective and most widely used of all food preservatives. Its industrial and other uses are almost without number. So salt has value. It holds great benefits. 

More than once Jesus spoke of salt in relation to people—their character and influence. He also made this reference to salt losing its saltiness (Mark 9:50, also see Colossians 4:6; Luke 14:34-35). What did Jesus mean by salt losing its saltiness? Today, someone who is salty is bitter, irritated, upset, grumpy, or even embarrassed. But when Jesus spoke of believers as the salt of the earth He meant it as a good thing. Salt had three primary uses that made it valuable—to flavour, preserve, and purify. 

Matthew 5, as with other verses referencing salt, is talking about the expectations of discipleship. The concept of salt and light refers to the role of God’s followers in the world.  “You are the salt of the earth” with the word “you” used emphatically. Jesus wanted to make it abundantly clear that every believer is a representative of the kingdom. And we all have a responsibility to remain salty.

So consider that salt is firstly a seasoning. It adds flavour to food. We’ve all tasted food without salt—it lacks flavour! But salt needs to be added in the right proportion to enhance the taste of food. Too much is not good either. Ultimately, as Jesus followers, we are called to flavour and brighten this world and show our love of God so that others can see. We are not called to move in extremes, but to remain in step with God as we are led by the Spirit of God. We are called to ‘add’ goodness, kindness, love, hope and joy to a world that is already so broken. Just as some foods without salt is bland, boring, and tasteless, we become of little good to the Kingdom and the world when we lose our saltiness. We are to be influencers for the good of others. In the same way that salt enhances the flavour of the food it seasons, the followers of God stand out as those who “enhance” the flavour of life in this world.

Secondly, salt acts as a preservative. Long before refrigeration, salt was used to preserve food, thus preventing it from decaying quickly. This is a primary reason for its value as a currency in ancient times and where the saying comes that they’re worth their salt. Just so, we are called to preserve the truth. Are you concerned about a decline in moral standards and indifference to biblical truth? The integrity of character is more important and relevant than ever. The popular perception of Christianity continues to be influenced and shaped by culture rather than orthodox Christian beliefs and values. When believers hold to what is true and are faithful followers of Jesus, we preserve what is right, true, and good (Provers 1:3; 2:9). 

When it comes to preserving, consider the following in “Matthew 9:17: Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” So how do we preserve what is good, holy and pure as ministers of salt and light? By continually yielding and submitting to the Spirit of God, so that we yield fruit (John 15) and that we remain on the path of God as a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). For then we shall also remain salty and not lose our saltiness, for if we continually yield to the world and become polluted, how then can we walk in the Spirit (the new wine)?

Psalm 25:21 says “Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for You.” It also says in “Psalm 31:23 Oh, love the Lord, all you His saints! For the Lord preserves the faithful, and fully repays the proud person,” and “Psalm 40:11 Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O Lord; Let Your lovingkindness and Your truth continually preserve me.” Ultimately God will preserve us, meaning we will remain of worth as ministers of salt and light, when we seek God’s goodness, His ways and will. It calls for obedience, dedication to God’s truth, His will and Kingdom.

The following Scriptures also outline this reality: 

Psalm 97:10 “You who love the Lord, hate evil! He preserves the souls of His saints; He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked.” 

Psalm 145:20 The Lord preserves all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy.

Proverbs 2:8: He guards the paths of justice, and preserves the way of His saints.

Proverbs 13:3: He who guards his mouth preserves his life, But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.

Proverbs 16:17: The highway of the upright is to depart from evil; He who keeps his way preserves his soul.

So how do we remain salty and how do we continually shine our light? By seeking God’s path and shunning evil. We must shun idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:14-22). It is about loving God and His ways. It is about seeking God and loving the sanctity of life. It is about walking the narrow path and not the wide road of a fallen world. It is ultimately about our conduct. 

It is the manner that we speak and of this, we read of this in “James 3: 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind. 8 But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh.”

Take note of verse 12 where is speaks that a spring can only yield fresh or salty water. We cannot choose to serve God and the world. We will then lose our saltiness and our light will dim if we try to serve two masters. It is the same concept of not being able to drink from the cup of the Lord and of demons. This also speaks of the days of the Laodicea church, which in Revelations 3 was to be neither hot nor cold, but just lukewarm. Again, we need to decide whom we will serve.

To understand the concept of being lukewarm, let us first consider the geographical location of the church of the Laodiceans. We need to understand that the town had to settle for lukewarm water which was being fed to them via an aqueduct, and the waters were definitely not as favourable as the hot springs at nearby Hierapolis or the cold, pure waters of Colossae. The archaeology shows Laodicea, therefore, had an aqueduct that probably carried water from hot mineral springs some five miles south, which would have become tepid before entering the city.

Generally, when we look at this Scripture, we think that Jesus was implying that “hot" is good and "cold" is bad. The traditional view has been that the Laodiceans were being criticized for their neutrality or lack of zeal (hence "lukewarm").  If we study the qualities of water, and the hot and cold water found in the nearby towns, we discover that both hot and cold water are useful, whereas lukewarm water is emetic. 

You see, Jesus was not saying to the church to be hot and not cold in terms of their passion or zeal for Him, He was rather saying “be useful, be fruitful and be productive for the Kingdom”. You see, Jesus was saying be hot OR cold, it doesn’t matter, because both are good, but DO NOT BE LUKEWARM. To be lukewarm also implies an uncommitted stance, and it speaks of compromise and polluting the pureness of the Lord and the Word with our ideals and self-glorification. It speaks of contamination (of our spiritual state). 

We need to understand that while hot or cold water is useful and have good qualities, lukewarm has no usage and is a breeding ground for germs. And considering Jesus taught about the living waters, it makes us realise that as long as we are not completely committed to the Lord and to His Way and Truth, then we begin to pollute the waters. Then how can the Holy Spirit - He who leads us in all truth, power, wisdom, might, knowledge and counsel – lead us in the pure way of the Lord? For then surely we are blind, for remember, we “SEE” the Kingdom of God once we are reborn in the Spirit (the living waters). Therefore, let us be HOT OR COLD, implying being useful for the Kingdom, but let us not be lukewarm. 

Thirdly, salt purifies. Under the Mosaic Law, salt was used to leach blood out of meat to make it kosher or clean. When a baby was born it was cleansed with water and rubbed with salt to protect from infection (Ezekiel 16:4). Salt generally was used in many offerings under the Law. Impure salt, when mixed with other elements, will lose its saltiness when separated from the other elements. Common salt in the time of Jesus was often taken from brackish marshes. It was impure but more affordable. These impurities lessened the potency of the salt.  Even pure salt when dissolved in water can lose its potency. One teaspoon of salt in a glass of water is quite salty but a teaspoon in a gallon of water is much less salty. Salt, therefore, loses its potency when diluted or mixed with impure elements.  

Thus, we are called to a state of purity and uphold all things pure. We must be very concerned about the purity of our hearts and faith. We need to maintain a sense of purity in our own hearts and minds if we want to be a purifying influence in the world around us and the lives of others (Micah 6:8). Purity of course is a big deal with God, for it says in 1 Peter 1:15-17 that we must be holy since He is holy. Psalm 24 says “3 Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?  Or who may stand in His holy place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall receive blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.” To be pure honours God, for God is pure and righteous. 

Philippians 4 says “8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” As ministers of God we must consider the pure things of God and we must seek His holiness, goodness, and all things lovely to His honour. Psalm 18 says “26: With the pure You will show Yourself pure; And with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd.” If we truly want to walk in God’s presence, we need to remain pure and seek purity of thought, conduct and word. Holiness must be a way of life. If we choose this path, we shall manifest His Kingdom and we shall walk in the reality of its power. 

For indeed, it also says in “Matthew 5:8: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Want to see God? Then seek purity. This also reminds of John 3 where Jesus says those who are reborn shall see the Kingdom of God. We can only walk in moral and spiritual purity when we abide and yield to the Spirit of God. For as the Spirit guides us, we shall truly be worshippers in spirit and truth. Of the Spirit, we also read in “1 Peter 1:22: Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart.”

Paul writes in “1 Timothy 1:5: Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith.” And also “1 Timothy 5:22: Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people’s sins; keep yourself pure.” Purity for the believer is thus a big deal. We need to love purely. We must serve purely. We must minister from a pure love, for the importance of love is underlined in 1 Corinthians 13.  2 Timothy 2:22 is a call to action to the minister seeking to be worth the salt and light, for it says “flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

As ministers of God, we must also seek the wisdom from above, and so it says of such true wisdom from God in “James 3:17: But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.” If we walk in God’s wisdom, we walk in purity of thought and purity of conduct. Indeed, 1 Peter 2 also states “2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby.” When we walk in God’s wisdom, we walk in His ways and in a manner worthy of our calling. We will be worthy as salt and light.

How can we then maintain our saltiness as the salt of the earth? By spending personal time with the Lord in prayer and worship, taking in the truth of His Word and by renewing our minds, being filled and empowered by His Spirit, and remaining in fellowship with other citizens of God’s Kingdom. If you don’t want to lose your saltiness then abide in God to influence others for good, to do what is right, true and good, and we need to pursue purity of heart and mind. This is also the basis for “1 John 2: 15 Do not love the world [of sin that opposes God and His precepts], nor the things that are in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust and sensual craving of the flesh and the lust and longing of the eyes and the boastful pride of life [pretentious confidence in one’s resources or in the stability of earthly things]—these do not come from the Father, but are from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and with it its lusts [the shameful pursuits and ungodly longings]; but the one who does the will of God and carries out His purposes lives forever.”

Paul was continually setting an example of a minister of salt and light. In 1 Thessalonians 2:10 he speaks of how devoutly, uprightly and blamelessly he behaved towards the believers in Thessalonica. Wherever Paul went, he could say, "It's not just my message, but the way I live that demonstrates the gospel." What a need there is for Christian workers who can say that! We must reflect the Kingdom in our behaviour and conduct all day to the glory of God.

Romans 12 says clearly of such conduct, “9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have[e] regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

It also says of such matters in the following Scriptures: 

Colossians 4:6: Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.

Philippians 2: 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

2 Timothy 2: 14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness ... 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.

Indeed, we are reminded that it says in “Luke 14:34: “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And also “Mark 9: 49 “For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor, how will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace with one another.” Thus, we must remain steadfast in our pursuit to be a minister of salt. We must make sure that we do not lose our saltiness. We must abide in God, and thus bear fruit and remain of worth and value.

Light

The Greek translated word for light as used in this context of Matthew 5 is Phos, which means to shine or make manifest, especially by rays. The word is especially used to speak of a light that is emitting by a lamp; a heavenly light such as surrounds angels when they appear on earth; fire because it is light and sheds light; and a lamp or torch.

Light in the Bible speaks of God being the light (1 John 1:5-8), for light is extremely delicate, subtle, pure and has a brilliant quality. God is the light for God is also the truth and the knowledge, coupled with the spiritual purity, that exposes to the view of all openly and publicly all that is false, wrong and impure. God is the light for He is the ancient moral and spiritual truth. And so when Jesus said in Matthew 5 that we must be the light, He was speaking of upholding the greater and moral truths of God. Jesus was also speaking about us walking in the light, therefore, in the purity of understanding, purity of hope and truth. He was talking about standing in righteousness, meaning walking according to the Lord’s commandments, and in doing so remain in His will and purpose. After all, in Matthew 6:33 we are urged to first seek God’s Kingdom and His righteousness. 

We are called to be God’s ambassadors on earth, reflecting the image of God. Reflection speaks of light, and so as our light shines in the world we will truly become the reflection of God’s glory, truth and honour on earth. The concept behind the word image in the Greek translation is translated as ‘stamp bearer'. When we think of a stamp bearer we think of an engraved character or the impress made by a die or a seal, as for example, on a coin. The Greek word translated ‘nature' denotes the very essence of God.

We are, therefore, called and intended to be reflecting the identity or the essence of Jesus, by walking in His ways, according to His Word and according to the Spirit. For then we will certainly be of value and of worth to the Kingdom. The power of light can also be illustrated by the following example: if you sit in a dark room and if then light a candle, immediately the darkness will recede. Once we light another candle, then the power of two lights will shine even more brightly and bring greater light into the dark room. By the time we have lit three candles, shadows will recede and the reality of what is in the room will be revealed.

Just so, we also live in a world of darkness, strife and chaos. But if we let our light shine, we will be like a candle that shines in that darkened room. And where the light shines, there the darkness will and has to recede.  And just so, if we let our light shine, we might cause someone else’s light to shine, and so the power of two lights, like two candles, will bring even greater light to a world of falseness and lies. This is why the Lord encouraged us to shine our light. For where there is light, then darkness has and will recede. For where there is light, God’s love, and truth and purity will shine brightly like new dawn after a stormy night. And so, as we let our light shine, we will reflect His character and image and in doing so bring others closer to God so that the light might shine in them.

More than ever we need to shine the light of the Lord. More than ever we need to make disciples so that the light may shine. There has been too much darkness in this world. If there is too much darkness, it simply means there has been a lack of Kingdom labourers shining the light in the darkness. Yet, the Church it seems is absent in a world of chaos and darkness, because so many are not active in declaring the Lord and His Kingdom to a world so broken, so confused and lost. We need active ministers of the Gospel to shine the light and to be salt! This will enable the Church to become alive, to become awake, and thus revived. Therefore to be bearers of light!

The following Scriptures speak of shining and reflecting God’s light:

Romans 13: (New International Version):  11And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.

1 Peter 2:9: But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Yes, we must put on the armour of light, just as we are called to put on the spiritual armour of faith, truth, righteousness and salvation of Ephesians 6. We need to actively and with purpose choose to walk in the light, therefore, in goodness, hope and faith. Our Lord is the light of the world. For it is written in “John 8:12: When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”  The words of our Lord is rooted in Jesus’ relationship with His Father. Apart from Jesus, we live in darkness. We have limited capacity to understand who we are or what we see in the world. Life can be wonderful on earth, but not fully complete without Jesus. We are all created to crave the Creator, our Father, and only through a relationship with our Saviour Jesus can the dark parts of our hearts brighten.

The Light of the world paid for our freedom on the cross. He paid for our salvation. And in Him we see the beauty of salvation, of redemption and hope. And so we need to let our light shine so that the entire world may see and know the greatness of God, the power of the Blood and that there is always love, hope and joy. For His Name is Jesus. Indeed, we are called to walk properly according to Romans 13, which means walking in the ways of the Kingdom, and not in religion which breeds the works of the flesh and thus fulfils the lusts of the flesh. 

As Christians, we are called to walk in light, not darkness! We must keep ourselves separated from the darkness, for this is God’s order. To walk in the light means walking in holiness and purity, for God is holy and pure. In the eyes of God, there is separatism between the holy from the unholy, the common from the uncommon and the immoral from the moral. This is Paul’s argument in “2 Corinthians 6: 14 Do not be unequally bound together with unbelievers [do not make mismatched alliances with them, inconsistent with your faith]. For what partnership can righteousness have with lawlessness? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony can there be between Christ and Belial (Satan)? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said: “I will dwell among them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 17 “So come out from among unbelievers and be separate,” says the Lord, “And do not touch what is unclean; And I will graciously receive you and welcome you [with favor].”

So there must be a separation between the believer and the world. We must remain united in Christ, thus united in the light in order to be the light. Right in the beginning at the creation of all things, God separated for example night from day, the land and water, and land and the sky. There was a reason for this, just as there is a reason for God separating and God uniting. Yet the devil will always try to attack God’s order and bring about a different and false order. We need to show the world clearly there is a separation between what is right and wrong, and between what is light (good) and what is dark (evil).

Plato, the Greek philosopher, once said: “We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the light.” So true. And it seems more and more people are turning away from the true light – Jesus – and rather turning to the false light of the devil. People are not just turning away, but people seem do not to want the true light. Martin Luther King Jr also once said: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” So if more people are turning away from the light, or afraid of the true light, then we will see greater darkness descend on the earth.

The disciple John said in “1 John 1: 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” Thus, we need to walk as ministers of worth, meaning we can back up our talk in the reflection of how we live and act and speak. In times of great darkness, God ensures that Light will always shine, as in the late 1500s when the spiritual light shone when men like Wycliffe, Martin Luther, John Huss and John Calvin challenged the apostate way of politics and the church. It ultimately led to greater movements of reformation, restoring salvation through faith while men like George Fox opened the doors for the Holy Spirit to work. And so in our times of rebellion and apostasy, it is time for the true believers to stand up, and to walk in the true light! For only then will the darkness be driven back! It is time for the world that is so afraid of the true light to know that Jesus is the Light of the world and in Him, there is no darkness. In Him, there is also forgiveness, hope, redemption and love.

So let us stop being afraid of what the world says or thinks, and let our light shine. And let us be true unto the Word, unto the Kingdom and unto our Lord, for darkness and light has no fellowship. For indeed, as the light shines, then darkness shall flee. Let us show people the way to the true light, and that there is nothing to fear.
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Willing, available and accessible
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If we look at the life of Jesus, without a doubt we can so our Lord and Saviour were always willing and able to serve. He was always ACCESSIBLE. He was always AVAILABLE. Compare to this to our modern culture and society. Just try to get close to someone important. Movie stars and athletes have their handlers. Politicians have armed guards. CEOs are shielded from phone calls and emails, and sit in corner offices you cannot reach by a public elevator. 

Sadly, so many spiritual leaders are also inaccessible. They are completely and utterly cut off from the masses, and stand aloof on the pulpit on a raised stage or they are only seen on the TV. This was not the case with Jesus Christ, the Son of God. There was never a barrier of people separating Him from the masses and the needy. In churches today, pastors and spiritual leaders are also protected and shielded from making contact with the ‘common person’, and often a member of the congregation has to make an appointment! And then such an appointment would hardly be with the pastor, but with a deacon or someone deemed less ‘important’. Yes, this may seem cruel, but the hierarchy of leadership in churches, especially mega-churches, has become alienated from those on the ‘ground’.

Not so with Jesus. Yes, it was a different place and time. But the important people of his day were equally distant. Caesar had his armies. Pilate had his centurions. The High Priest of Israel was surrounded by his religious associates and armed guards. Each of these men had the power to summon others before them, and each could hold anyone at a distance, just like in many churches today. Jesus accurately described his century—and ours—when he said in “Luke 22: 25 And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ 26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. 27 For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.” 

The gospels reveal a remarkably accessible Lord. Page throughout the Gospels and you see the Lord always willing to be available and accessible. In John 2 we find Jesus for example at a wedding, ready to turn water into wine! In Matthew 9 we read “35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease [i]among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” 

In Matthew 19 we read “13 Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And He laid His hands on them and departed from there.” Yes, Jesus was even accessible to children!

And so, page after page of the Gospels testifies of Jesus being accessible and available. Luke 5 says for example “12 And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 13 Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy left him.” Oh yes, Jesus was always willing to help and to lead people to freedom and victory! This is also evident in “Luke 5: 18 Then behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him. 19 And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus. 20 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”

It was not always easy to get to Jesus, but that was not because of Him not being available. At times the masses of people were so many in numbers. Luke 6 says “17 And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, 18 as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed. 19 And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.”

In Luke 7 we read “36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat.” Jesus was indeed willing to be available to all, even the sick, the oppressed and the possessed (think of the story of Jesus healing the demon-possessed man at the tombs). In Luke 17 we read “11 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.”
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