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Thank you for choosing the ebook!

The guide was written with the intent to illustrate the monuments, museums and provide useful information for your visit to Bassano del Grappa.

The focus of the guide is to help you organize your trip independently without the help of intermediaries.

The descriptions are deliberately short to make your reading smoother.  In return, I have left you some references in order to extend aspects that could be more interesting to you.
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INTRODUCTION

First of all, I would like to tell you the origin of the suffix "del Grappa". Do you think it is used because the grappa is produced and drunk here in industrial quantities or is there another hidden reason?

Actually, "del Grappa" was added to Bassano and other neighbouring towns after the First World War to honour their role played during the conflict. Mount Grappa, visible from the city, has witnessed bitter battles and numerous losses of youngsters who gave their lives for Italian freedom and sovereignty.

But, paradoxically, Bassano is indeed famous for its grappa production. Companies like De Poli, Nardini or Bassanina vie for the quality scepter. Plum grappa, “tagliatella”, “mezzo e mezzo”, “acqua di cedro”, etc., are just some of the many drinks you will learn about.  And I assure you that once you taste it, it will be very difficult to choose the best one! But even if you won't manage to draw up a ranking, morale will surely have gained its fair share. So I recommend you read the guide first and later sit down to sip a glass; at least my work will not have been in vain!

ESTIMATED VISITING TIME

Bassano is worth visiting at least for a day to fully experience the city and know its secrets and hidden gems. Two days to admire the surroundings and three or more days to visit the neighboring villages or do one of the many activities which the area can offer.

You can visit the nearby towns of Asolo, Marostica or Cittadella or visit the birthplace of the sculptor Antonio Canova in Possagno. Descend down along the Brenta river on board a dinghy or a canoe, or go paragliding to discover the landscape from another point of view. Take a walk around Romano d'Ezzelino to visit the hill that Dante mentioned in the Divine Comedy or climb Mount Grappa to pray on the tombs of the victims of the world wars. And let's not forget Asiago and its homonymous cheese.

There are countless activities to do and depending on the time available you can arrange a tailored itinerary. For information on the activities present, you can contact the Tourist Information Centre in Piazza Garibaldi, 34.

Phone +39 0424 519917  Email: iat.bassano@comune.bassano.vi.it

CITY AND HISTORIC CENTRE DESCRIPTION

Bassano del Grappa has a total of about 50 thousand inhabitants and all these people do not live inside the same house but are divided into the neighborhoods of Rubbio, Campese, Valrovina, Sant’Eusebio, Margnan Conca d’Oro, San Vito, XXV Aprile, Angarano, Rondò Brenta, Marchesane, San Lazzaro, San Fortunato, historic centre, Ca’ Baroncello, San Marco, Quartiere Firenze, Merlo, San Bassiano e Quartiere Pré.

There are five entrances to the historic centre starting from the train station: the first one crosses the former bus station on the far left-hand side and near the Parolini gardens, the other is slightly to the right through the walls, entering Largo Corona d'Italia; the main entrance is from Via Jacopo da Ponte, the fourth is on the right near the monument to General Giardino and the last one leads to Prato Santa Caterina.

Starting instead from Marostica the entrance to the historic centre is only possible by crossing the two bridges: the Ponte Nuovo by car and the Ponte degli Alpini on foot.

Via Jacopo da Ponte

Let's start our journey from the main street Via Jacopo da Ponte which marks the starting point of the market on Thursdays and Saturdays. From one side to the other our gaze lingers on the shop windows that adorn the street until we see, on the left, the statue of Jacopo da Ponte at the intersection with the alley of the same name. The 16th century painter was born and spent most of his life in Bassano in the period of the flourishing Republic of Venice. The world's largest collection of his works is housed in the nearby Civic Museum. Up ahead we see a bookshop considered to be one of the most beautiful in Italy. It is Palazzo Roberti which was Napoleon Bonaparte’s residence during the period of his Italian Campaign from 8 September 1796 to 10 March 1797.
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