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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: SUMMER AT WILLOW LAKE




    Author Name: SUSAN WIGGS




    Time it was written: 2005




    Place it was written: Pacific North West




    First publication: AUGUST 1, 2006




    Publisher: MIRA




    Narrator: THIRD PERSON




    Point of view: OLIVIA BELLAMY, CONNOR DAVIS, PHILIP BELLAMY, DAISY BELLAMY, JULIAN GASTINEAUX




    Tone: LIGHT AND REFRESHING TONE, FAST-PACED, NOSTALGIC




    Tense: PAST TENSE




    Setting (Time):SUMMER, 1991




    Setting (Place): WILLOW LAKE, CATSKILLS, UPSTATE NEW YORK (AVALON)




    Protagonist: OLIVIA BELLAMY, CONNOR DAVIS




    Theme: ROMANCE, RELATIONSHIPS, DRAMA




    Motif: WOOD, LAKE, TEENAGE ANGST, DIVORCE, NOSTALGIA, VICE, FLASHBACKS TO CAMP DAYS of some characters




    Symbol: WILLOW LAKE, SPRUCE ISLAND, FISHING, GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY, SILVER LOOP ON CONNOR’S EAR, CUFF LINKS


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Susan Wiggs is a former fifth grade math teacher, a Harvard graduate, an avid hiker, amateur photographer, good skier, kick boxer, terrible golfer, a feminist, cello player, French speaker and best of all—a prolific reader. She’s also an American author of historical and contemporary romance novels. She’s a popular speaker at writer’s conferences locally and nationally including the literary institution Fields End and the legendary Maui Writers Conference. She is also a frequent workshop leader. To Publisher’s Weekly, she’s a writer who writes with “refreshingly honest emotion” while Salem Statesman Journal says she’s “one of our best observers of stories of the heart.”(1) (2) (4) (51)




    Her first self-published book was released when she was eight and its title was A Book About Some Bad Kids, which was about her, her brother and a sister. It went underground when her brother expressed vehement protests. Years later, she wrote A Book About Some Bad Adults on a night when, after finishing a book she found herself—horror of horrors!—without a book to read next. She said it was a bad book but she persevered and finally, her first book was published by a really real publishing house, Zebra, in 1987. It was Texas Wildflower. She’s also been published by Avon, Tor, HarperCollins, Harlequin, Warner and Mira Books later on as she wrote other good books. She really polished up, receiving Rita Awards for her books The Charm School (also voted one of RWA’s Favorite Books of the Year), Lakeside Cottage, Lord of the Night, and The Mistress. She’s a recipient of the Holt Medallion, the Colorado Award of Excellence, and the Peninsula Romance Writer’s of America Blue Boa Award. Romantic Times named her a Career Achievement Award winner thrice. Her books always appear on “Best of” lists and have been translated in many languages including French, German, Italian, Dutch, Latvian, Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese, Hungarian and Russian. No more underground publishing for her. Her fans wouldn’t hear of it that way. They wanted her published in any way possible as long as they get her books as soon as possible.(1) (4) (8) (9)
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