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    *Except for the defector named Ek,all other characters and facts in this story are mere construction of the writer. Any reference is purely casual. No part of this book may be reproduced, copied, stored or transmitted in any form without prior written permission from the publisher.
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Books by Maurizio Pianaro




    Deadly Forgery & A 100-Carat Diamond




    Two Short Stories




    Deadly Forgery:




    FRANCESCO BENETTI is a desperate man who won’t give in even if face-to-face to certain circumstances. He must find the money to save his wife and pay off his gambling debts. The only way he can do that is to try and sell a fake Titian painting and get ten million dollars for it.




    An adventure that will take him from his Venice’s antique shop to the spectacular world of Japan,attracting the attention of the powerful Japanese mafia and the local authorities.




    An engaging game where his own life will ultimately be at stake.




    A 100-Carat Diamond:




    The great world’s financial crisis is ruining Francesco Benetti again. His investments in the Stock Exchange are sinking and he must find a way to recover his losses.




    From Africa to India,among unscrupulous diamond dealers and jihadists of al Qaeda seeking revenge for the killing of Osama bin Laden,and his encounter with the Kidon-Israel’s secret service most lethal hit squad-he will bet his life for an extraordinary diamond.




    THE BURMESE GAME:




    Francesco Benetti’s poker addiction matches that of a far-away drug warlord. From Bangkok’s glittering lifestyle to Burma’s Golden Triangle, he will plunge into a perilous world of gambling dens,ethnic rebellions and drug trafficking,unknowingly becoming part of a spy plot aimed at a secret nuclear reactor.




    INDOCHINA CHRONICLES (1974-1975):




    Autobiographic. In war- torn Indochina,a mercenary pilot lives to fly. A dramatic picture of a season in hell,where people are both victims and witnesses of catastrophic events. A mal de vivre that no one and nothing can heal.




    The Blasphemous Manuscript of Timbuktu:




    An unscrupulous veteran freelance American war correspondent arrives in Mali to cover the fanatic spree of the Islamists willing to impose their sharia law. Someone will offer him a scoop regarding an ancient manuscript with an explosive content. He will realize though that he is there neither for the war nor for the scoop.


  




  

    
Author’s Note




    In 1996, while I was in Cambodia, someone who introduced himself as a Khmer Rouge defector, offered me the material that is at the basis of this narration’s theory. His nickname was Ek, an inner-circle member of the Khmer Rouge faction led by Ieng Sary.




    However, the deal did not go through because I could not guarantee that my counterpart would receive what he was asking for in return.




    During these years, I observed with great disappointment the work of the UN’s sponsored Khmer Rouge Tribunal and witnessed the waste of time and money that were poured into it.




    The devil lies in the details: the UN accepted that its jurisdiction would be limited only to the KR in-power period (1975-1979) and that only five of its most relevant figures would be tried. The majority of the judges is Cambodian and their government, packed with former KR commanders and cadres, exerts great influence on them.




    Time and money wasted in the wrong way: that is Cambodia, which Transparency International places among the most corrupted countries in the world with an ugly human rights record. At Phnom Penh’s Tuol Sleng prison, code-named S-21, about 15,000 people were killed and the prison commander has been sentenced for life. It was a just sentence,however misleading, considering that all across the country were still dozens of such KR prisons and forced-labor camps.




    The fact that both the West and China supported - respectively for strategic and ideological reasons - the Khmer Rouge’s ultra-Maoist movement during the 1979-1989 Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia is a well-known secret. As well as the fact that, until 1991, Pol Pot’s Democratic Kampuchea had kept its seat at the United Nations. Though not every commander or militant was involved in the mass killings, at all levels of Cambodian society and abroad, there are some who engaged in indiscriminate killings and they must be brought to justice under a new legal framework and outside of Cambodia - where time is not on justice’s side.
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Main characters:




    Khieu Hem




    A Cambodian refugee who moved to America. He managed to escape from the mass graves of the Pol Pot regime and now a political activist in Los Angeles who fights for human rights and for having the Khmer Rouge arrested and brought to trial.




    John Henderson




    Detective of LA Homicide Division




    Bill Walker




    Captain in the LAPD




    Frank Marshall




    Chief of the CIA station in Phnom Penh.




    Bun Sovann




    A rich businessman and an influent member of Long Beach’s Cambodian community, the largest one in America




    Bun Devi




    Bun Sovann’s beautiful niece




    Kasem




    Inspector of the Interpol unit in Phnom Penh




    Mok Sau




    A bloody Khmer Rouge general in charge of a secret prison
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A political thriller set in the ever-sensuous and treacherous postCold War
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