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INTRODUCTION

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book, If any man  shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book:

And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written in this book.

Rev 22:18, 19.

The book of Revelation has always been the subject of much reflection.
The interpretations, in part or more elaborate, given about this book during
the course of the centuries are, therefore, also numerous and, especially in
our time, many believers sit down to research through earnest study and
prayers, to understand the deep mysteries of this highly important scripture,
and to reveal it to the less developed masses in Christendom. As
unbelievers boldly tear apart Revelation and reject and mock it as a Jewish
fantasy or describe it as a controversial epistle of John against the
apostleship of Paul, God creates a growing longing in the heart of his
children, to hear, what the spirit says to the congregation.

The church of Christ nevertheless begins to feel in general, that the end
of present things is near, and that the glorious day cannot be far away, on
which the Lord and Bridegroom of the congregation shall soon come, to
fulfil, all He promised her, will come to the fear of his enemies, but to the
joy, of those who love him, to reveal before heaven and earth, that He truly
is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last.

‘When, therefore, the congregation in its premonition and longing for the
coming of the Lord takes His Revelation in hand, to test therein the signs
of the times, and to compare them therein, many, if not all who want to
understand this book, stumble each moment upon difficulties, which cause
them to sigh from the dept of their soul: Oh! That a Phillip would come,
who could interpret this scripture to me, so that I could know for certain
what the Lord, through John, wants to teach and say to His congregation
and also to me! If we could not, in all humbleness, arbour the well-founded
confidence, to be to a small degree a Phillip to the reader, we would not
have gone to all the trouble involved in compiling this work, which we
undertook, not to attain praise or honour from men, but only, to impart the
light given us in this scripture, as a teaching and comfort to our brothers
and sisters in Christ, so that also the uninformed might obtain insight in the
highly important things which the Lord wanted to say to the congregation,
as well as to them.
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‘What existed however in the one period, or came into being, retains its
power and effect also throughout all the following periods, so that in the
period of Smyrna, much of the Ephesian and in the Laodicean period
something of the previous periods can be found.

During the time of the second candlestick, the first still shines, and as
often as the next one alighted, the previous one still burnt on; similarly, the
one trumpet still sounds when the sound of the next one is perceived and
the woe of the one vial is still felt, when the next one is poured out. One
can compare it with the building of a house. Each successive storey is only
erected when the previous one is completed and serves as its foundation.
Likewise, something new reveals itself with each successive period in
the congregation, Church and Gospel preaching, which did not exist in the
previous periods; the foregoing however also remains beside it, although
with less power, continually, so that at the end of the Laodicean period, at
its transition into the kingdom of Glory, all seven candlesticks are alight,
all the seals are open, all the trumpets sound and all the vials are poured
out.

Though the different periods in history are not separated from each other
by a sharp line, at the boundaries of their transition, they always reveal a
unique highly remarkable event, which indicates this transition, and whose
date can be accepted as the end of the previous and the beginning of the
next period. Each of the seven periods, therefore, carries the particular
character of the Asian congregation, which is its image without totally
erasing the characteristics of the former period.

The great exalted battle, between light and darkness, between good and
evil, truth and lie, this battle, commenced at the beginning, is continued
throughout all the periods in different ways and circumstances, until at the
end, the striving Church emerges from the battle victoriously, and is
glorified with her Lord and Master in the kingdom of truth and light.

The seven congregations are the seven candlesticks (Rev 1:20). We
therefore have in the history of the Christian Church, from its beginning up
to the future of Christ, seven periods; the last of which ends in the kingdom
of Glory.

The seven candlesticks are followed by seven seals, thereafter seven
trumpets and finally seven vials. These vials sketch everything, except
glorious happenings, which can have no place after the seventh candlestick
in the kingdom of Glory. So, we must place them earlier, but where?

Here, most of the interpreters of Revelation, if not all, lost track.
Revelation itself contains enough indications, to also here show the way.
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For the testimony at the beginning of this book: Holy is he who reads, and
are they, who hear the words of this prophecy, (Rev 1:3) always
confirmed itself to the reading or hearing servants, even though the
prophecies could only be understood in part.

How much more blissful would we be, should the full meaning of the
predictions be imparted to us, and we could perceive their fulfilment before
us. And this must not only be possible but not even be difficult. After all, the
book begins by telling us, that it is: The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which
God gave him (Rev 1:1). A Revelation is, therefore, given to John, and not
an incomprehensible presentation of things, which no man can or would
understand: for it is given with the purpose, To show his servants the things
which soon would happen; in and to the church of Christ, and how these
happenings would develop nigh and simultaneously with each other up to
the time, when all ends, and the glorious work of Grace will be perfectly
completed in the presence of heaven and earth.

It is self-evident that the servants were supposed to understand their Lord
and God, for otherwise the Revelation would have been given in vain. After
having conveyed the purpose of this book in the first three verses, follows
the blessing and prayer of John in verses 4 to 8, with a most solemn and
inimitably beautiful inner confession of his faith and his hope. We will learn
to know the seven spirits of verse 4 as the powers of the Holy Spirit. In
verses 4 and 5, John also testifies of his faith in God the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Further explanations concerning these verses we deem
unnecessary. In verse 9, the writer now gives the assurance, that he is the
known John, the apostle banned to the isle of Patmos because of his faith,
and begins to tell us in what manner he received this Revelation from Jesus
Christ.

Three important questions present themselves when one wants to take a
closer look at Revelation.

1.  Why was it given?
2. By whom was it written?
3. When was it given?

1. Why was it given? Revelation itself gives us the answer to the first
question in its first verse: to show the servants of Jesus Christ, the things
which soon must come to pass.

Since the kingdom of Jesus is not of this world (John 18:36), the contents
of Revelation cannot be meant to imply the history of the kingdoms of this
world or world history, but the history of the kingdom of God, which
came to us with the coming of Jesus on earth, (Mark 1:15. Matt 22:28), and
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A superficial comparison of the six last trumpets with the six last vials
already shows that the vials deal with the same matter as the trumpets, that
the second vial corresponds with the second trumpet, the third with the
third, etc... and that the pouring out of the vials does not occur at the
conclusion of the trumpets but happens simultaneously. Compare for
example: Rev 8:8, 9 with 16:3; Rev 8:10 with 16:4; Rev 8:12 with 16:8;
Rev 9:1-12 with 16:10, 11; Rev 9:14 with 16:12; Rev 11:19 with 16:18—
21. When one considers that at the conclusion of the candlesticks one has
come to the kingdom of Glory, likewise, after the opening of the seals and
so again and again, when the trumpets have sounded, and again when the
vials have been poured out, always transported into the kingdom of Glory
anew, the thought comes to mind, that here the same period of time is
depicted four times, from Christ’s coming on this earth till His return, but
that the description, again and again, refers to a different topic of history.
And so, it is! John could not see everything at the same time, and God,
who is a God of order, therefore allowed him to read first, in the
candlesticks, the history of the congregation, thereafter, in the seals, its
spirituality, in the trumpets, its gospel preaching, and in the vials, His
judgement of the Church and the world, as we have suggested in the
chronology of the Church history on page 13, which will clearly be proven
by the interpretation of the figurative language of each period.

The Lord chooses these four images in His Revelation: candlestick, seal,
trumpet and vial, because:

1. The Church must be a light on earth; (Luke 11:33), it must radiate
the light of the heavenly life, kindled in it by the Lord. The Lord made
known to John how in the course of the centuries the Church would
preserve and radiate this light, by means of the image of seven candlesticks;
a candlestick after all, is a carrier of light, and the candlestick with seven
branches, which stood in the tabernacle and which the high priest had to
keep burning, also had this symbolic meaning of the light, which God
would cause to shine in the midst of his people.

But, if the Church here on earth is a light.

2. ...Itis also a book. It is the book or scroll, inscribed, not with pen
and ink, but through the Spirit of the living God (2 Cor 3:2, 3). The church
of Christ here on earth is the carrier and the guardian of the mysteries of
God (1 Cor 4:1) and must declare His council and reveal His secrets to the
nations. Consequently, after the Lord had revealed to John, in the seven
candlesticks, how the light or godly life would fare in the Church, and
walked with him through all seven periods up to where it ended in glory;
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FROM
The Birth Of The Christian Church
TO

Its recognition as the State Church of The Roman Empire by Emperor Constantine,
in 324 AD.

This first period thus spans the first three centuries of the Church, during
which it expanded itself, under severe persecutions and oppression, over
an important portion of the earth, until under the reign of Emperor
Constantine the external struggle and persecution came to an end (323
AD.), followed by its public recognition as State Church (324 AD.).

In this period, the first head of the beast, (4™ beast of Daniel: The
Roman Empire), revealed itself.

This first head or Kingdom is the first Heathen Roman Mountain.
(Rev 17:9, 10)
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new occurs in the history of Christ’s Church on earth, something, so
important to necessitate for the foregoing to become a completed period
and for a new period to open itself to the Church of Christ. (See the
chronological timetable on page 13 of the Introduction). Moreover, the 5%
trumpet positively gives us a time of three hundred years for that 5 period.
Three hundred years seems therefore to be a New Testament time.

If, however, the sixth period (6 times 300) ends at the start of the
nineteenth century (1815), the seventh period would last until after 2100 in
the twenty-first century, and we, therefore, are already living in the seventh
period, while yet, as we shall see, the signs of the times and the fulfilment
of the prophecies teach us, we are already very close to the end of the
seventh or last time. This apparent contradiction is also fully solved by
Revelation. There again we read in (Rev 10:6), at the end of the sixth
trumpet and the sixth period, where they proceed to the seventh trumpet
and the seventh period, the warning, that this last period would not last
three hundred years. This indeed is the only but also conclusive
interpretation of the solemn oath, which Christ, the angel of the Covenant,
swears by the Almighty “That there will be no more time, but that in the
days of the voices of the seventh angel, when he shall sound the trumpet,
the mysteries of God shall be fulfilled”, and as we shall later see, this voice
has already sounded; we live under the sound of the seventh trumpet: the
gospel preached and its outcome, as it is predicted for this time.

The angel’s warning, sworn to with such a solemn oath definitely applies
to us and took place for our sake, who actually live in this last time, shortly
before the end, that we should pay attention to the faithful and the true word
of God (Rev 12:6), because the words of prophesies of this book, are not
sealed up any longer, for “The time is at hand”, (verse 10). Jesus comes
soon and His reward is with Him to reward each one according to his works
(verse 12). Therefore, those who have ears, hear, what the spirit has to say
to the congregation.

Once the seven periods are completed, what will follow is a great time of
peace, the jubilee year of the redeemed, the day of rest, which remains for
God’s people (Heb 4:9), the great kingdom of Glory, which is the ultimate
goal of God’s redeeming love, with which signs and descriptions,
concludes the Revelation of John. We also find a foreshadowing of these
seven periods, with their glorious conclusion, in the dispensation of the
Old, as well as the shadow of the New Covenant, wherein the following
sevenfold divisions are obvious.

The Old Covenant begins with Abraham, with whom God made the
Covenant.
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Chronology of Church history in Revelation
For as much as it is presently fulfilled, 1893.
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There we find:

1. Period. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as strangers in Canaan.

2nd. - Tsrael in Egypt.

34, Israel in the desert.

4™ Israel in Canaan under the Judges.

5%, Israel under the kings.

6. Israel without inheritance in captivity in Babylon.

7t Israel returns from Babylon, oppressed under the heathen and
waiting for the coming of Christ.

In the end Christ appears; a small part of the people, who believed in Him
as the awaited Messiah, are saved by Him and transposed in the kingdom
of light; the majority however are scattered in spiritual darkness amongst
the nations.

The serious reader will further still find many points of similarity, which,
pointed out, would distract us too far from the goal. The seven candlesticks,
or the seven letters to the congregations in Asia, definitely relate in the first
instance to these seven congregations from the first Christian centuries: yet
not these alone. Generally, it is felt, that these seven congregations also
represent the whole Church; that, what is found or not found, happened or
did not happen in these congregations, becomes a prophetic reflection of
all that would happen to and in the Church in the course of the centuries;
up to the return of Christ.

‘We trust, that the impressions created by our work and by the unravelling
of the forthcoming images of the seven letters, will become a positive truth
to the reader and that he shall see, how the Lord Jesus predicted there in the
history of His Church, so that everyone who loves His appearing, should
be able to derive therefrom, what would serve to their education, warning
and encouragement, that which was, and is, and still is to be, and that all
this follows each other in the same sequence as the seven epistles; so that
in the Christian Church, after an Ephesian period, a Smyrnian period, there-
after, a Pergamosian period would follow, etc... until finally the Laodecian
period, the last name of the seven congregations, would include the whole
present dispensation.

One does not, however, accept that each period should close off with a
sharp line, so that, whatever was in the first, should not be found in the
second; but rather that they gradually flow into each other. Each
consecutive period is prepared by the preceding one and flows forth from
it, as the result of its origin.
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woman which thou sawest is that great city”, as well as Rev 19:8: “The
white linen is the righteousness of saints”.!

We see that the interpretation of some of the images in Revelation is
explained by the Revelation itself. All interpreters of Revelation agree so
far. Why not further?

‘What could be closer at hand, than to seek the meaning of the rest of the
images, not explained in the Revelation, in the other books of the Holy
Scriptures, especially in the prophecies of the Old Testament and in the
parables of the Lord Jesus, (Matt 13:3, 10, 11). Indeed, the Lord himself
often explained the meaning of His parables, (Matt 13:18-23, 36-43); as
also did some of the prophets of the Old Testament, (Isaiah 9—14). What
could be nearer at hand, we ask again, than the supposition that the Holy
Spirit, who inspired the word of God and also this Revelation to the holy
men of God, (2 Tim 3:16) and thus uttered His prophesies in figurative
language and parables, speaking as it were, a unique and personal
language, remaining consequent enough in the use of images, ensuring
thereby that the meaning of the imagery in Revelation can be tracked
down.

The repetition of so many words, images, expressions, even half and
whole sentences from the prophecies of the Old Testament, should have
been noticed earlier already. 2

If it would seem, therefore, that through the consequent application of
this principle, the Revelation should contain clearly understandable
sentences and that its predictions had resulted in a clear, exact and
indisputable fulfilment in the past centuries, then the meaning of the yet
unfulfilled prophesies and visions concerning the future
would also, by the same token, become clearly understandable, and thus,
the only true way to understand Revelation, and its only true
interpretation would have been found.

All previous attempts at interpretation were undertaken with the key of
human wisdom. This one, taken from God’s Word, would at least be a
divine key.

1 With these indications Christ Jesus not only once and for all discounted all the
opponents of figurative (Allegorical) interpretations of the Revelation, but also gave the
direction, in which its meaning and interpretation should be looked at.

2 Vitringa correctly wrote: “In this one book (The Revelation.) everything is accumulated
which is recommended in exceptional power or beauty, in the prophetic writings of the
Old Testament.
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PROLOGUE

And now I have told you before it come to pass, that,
when it is come to pass, ye might believe JESUS.
John 14:29.

And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of God: But to others in parables; that
seeing they might not understand JESUS.

Luke 8:10.

The Revelation of John, to be read to the congregation

A very promising title! 'Will the book give what its title promises?

After all that was already written about the Revelation, is it possible to
write something that is new and important?

After reading just a few sentences further, the Christian reader will, we
hope, immediately admit, that the book can give what its title promises.
He will admit that he gains a totally new insight in the Revelation, and
that with this key, the closed book, as the Revelation of John, regardless
of all given interpretations, is still called today, can also be opened and its
contents be understood even by a simple layperson.

Indeed, it is high time! The Lord Jesus gave His Revelation to His
servants, to show them, what would happen (Rev 1:1.) and the most
detailed and by far the greatest part concerns our time.

Daily we see more and more of the predicted events developing. If the
Revelation must be understood by the Lord’s servants, then it must be
now, while we live in the time for which the Lord seems to have given
His Revelation, because He depicted this time in such particular detail,
and this specifically in order to warn His servants against the seduction of
the great falling away, strengthen them in faith in Him and to preserve
them in His Name.

The mysteries of the kingdom of God are not revealed to the wise of this
world but to the pure in hart. (Luke 10:21) such as the servants of the Lord
must be. And, should the simple servants of God, to whom the Revelation
is given, understand it clearly, then the Revelation must also be simple,
which it is.

That so many incomprehensible books have been written about the so-
called incomprehensible Revelation, that men searched so far away, what
was to be found so near, and that this interpretation was not found long
ago, will remain as much of a mystery to the reader as it was for us once
we gained the correct insight into the Revelation.
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And now John again saw from the beginning of the Christian Church,
how the seven angels, with the seven golden vials, full of the wrath of God,
who lives forever (Rev 15:7), poured out one vial upon the earth in each
period. When the seventh vial was poured out, John saw himself once more
transposed in the spirit to the entrance of the kingdom of Glory, this time
not to once more have to go back, but finally to enter therein, to hear the
hallelujah of the redeemed (Rev 21), to see the perfect victory of Christ and
His own (Rev 20), and, in heavenly bliss, to walk in the new heaven and
the new earth, where righteousness resides (Rev 21), there to worship in
joyful ecstasy (Rev 22:8), Amen! Yes, come Lord Jesus! (Rev 22:20).

In this coherence of Revelation also lies hidden at the same time the
natural order of treatment. It divides itself automatically into seven parts,
being the seven periods of the earthly history of Christ’s Church and,
thereafter, as the eighth part, the kingdom of Glory.

Each of the seven periods again divides itself into four parts, in which the
first would be dedicated to the interpretation of the candlestick, the second
to that of the seal, the third to that of the trumpet and the fourth to that of
the vial.

Atthe close of each period, we will compare the resolved and paraphrased
prophesy against Church and world history.

Those interested can research this in ample detail in other works. We only
wish to produce a work, which will also allow the simplest Christian reader
to understand the book of Revelation.

Convinced as we are, that our work shall remain far below perfection, we
wish to view it, as nothing more than a pointer, which will help other and
more capable Bible interpreters to find the right track, to, after us, produce
a more complete interpretation of this exalted subject, with more explicit
reference to the fulfilment of His prophesies in the history of Christ’s
Church on earth. May the Lord accept this work only to His honour, bless
it in the heart of our readers, so that, on the assurance of our great God and
Redeemer: The time is at hand; see: I come quickly, they may answer
with their whole heart: Amen! Yes, come Lord Jesus! Amen!
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Thereafter the Lord Jesus once more begins with the first period to sketch
the condition and effect of the gospel preaching during the seven periods,
in the seven Trumpets (Rev 8:7 to Rev 14) and ends by predicting in the
seven Vials (Rev 16 to 19) the seven judgements of God in each of the seven
consecutive periods. Each period therefore consists of, 1 candlestick, 1 seal,
1 trumpet and 1 vial.

The flow of time shown in the chronology on page 13, concerning the
already fulfilled part of Revelation, will make this evident.

‘We thus presently live in the seventh period, which is, in the Laodicean
or anti-Christian period of the congregation, and under the seventh
candlestick, the seventh seal, the seventh trumpet and the seventh vial,
which already began its outpouring.

All this will become clear to the reader once the language of Revelation
is understood.

According to this construction, as it becomes clear to us through the
interpretation of its imagery, Revelation is really very simple, easy for
everyone to understand and to remember, and up to the present, literally
fulfilled in church history, as we will show in this work.

The plan is to discover for each period, the meaning of the images and
visions in the candlestick, seal, trumpet, and vial, in God’s Holy Word, and,
with each unravelled image, indicate with only one word, its fulfilment in
church history, in order to be better understood and easily remembered.

At the end of each period, we will translate the figurative language of the
predictions in simple language (Paraphrase) and juxtapose the church
history against it for as much as it already belongs to the past.

For this purpose, we will not write the church history ourselves, thereby
avoiding suspicion, that we may write it to suit our interpretation of
Revelation but will refer the reader to two generally well-known writers of
church history, available in many hands, and published long before this
interpretation of the Revelation of John. They are:

1.Condensed chronological overview of the church history, Mr W. van
Loon, Amsterdam, H. Hoveker, 1863.

2.History of the Church of Christ Jesus, in connection with prophesies
and Revelation, translated from French by E. Guers. Amsterdam, H. M.
Bremer. 1868.

The result which we will achieve is the end fulfilment of Revelation.
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In order to immediately understand that the way we pursued, can be the
only way to the correct interpretation of the predictions contained in this
book, we will show by means of a few words how we, as simple servants
of God, arrived at our conclusions.

Having read much, though not all, that is written about the Revelation,
we found no satisfying agreement amongst the interpreters. They all
diverged too far from each other, some spiritualized things too much,
others took things up materially or carnally; everywhere too much
depended on human reasoning, and everything went too high and too deep
to be understood by simple servants of the Lord. Above all, the
interpretations were often distorted and fashioned according to the rigid
pattern of church and world history. With much reasoning one could try
to fit one to the other, but never without often having the lines of the
picture and examples diverging and crossing each other.

How else could it be? When one and the same image or vision from
Revelation, was taken by different interpreters to apply to totally different
happenings and situations, which sometimes occurred hundreds of years
apart from each other. This experience caused many to shun the
Revelation and to put it aside as incomprehensible.

However, we must admit, that although some prophesies and visions
were interpreted quite well by a few writers (i.e. Auberlen), we never
found a consequent, continuous interpretation, which, because of its
clarity, simplicity and sense, and an irresistible overwhelming power of
persuasion, offered an immediate feeling to the Christian mind of being
the truth and the only one.

In despair over so much uncertainty, but yet longing to understand, what
the Lord wanted to say to His servants, we asked for what could not be
found with men from Him, from His Word, the Holy Scripture, and found
it therein. This is the secret, the only true key to the Revelation, whereby it
becomes understandable even to the simplest. What follows shows how!

The Revelation is given in imagery language and visions, like the
prophesies of the Old Testament.

The Lord Jesus himself points to it in Rev 1:20, when He himself
interprets the first image: “The mystery of the seven stars, which thou
sawest in my right hand, and the seven candlesticks. The seven stars are
the seven angels of the churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou
sawest are the seven churches”. Likewise, further on, we find in Rev
17:12: “The ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings” and in verse 15,
“The waters which thou sawest are nations” and in verse 18, “The
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FOREWORD

This work was first published in 1872. Soon sold out and as a result of
many enquiries, a second publication seemed called for. Because the year
1872 was so remarkable in relation to the Revelation of John, this work
was republished without alterations. However, at the end, the reader will
find a short summary of what transpired since 1872 in relation to the
subsequent fulfilment of Revelation. We experience very exciting times
and it is of great interest for all to know what will happen in the near
future so that we can shun evil and choose that which is good.

The word of Jesus also applies to our time: “And now I have told you
before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.”
(John 14:29)

The Author
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the Lord Jesus, the kingdom of Israel of the Old Testament had come to an
end by God’s standard.

There is thus also nothing in Revelation when one understands its
language, which even remotely alludes to this terrible event.

‘When we consider that the Lord not only wants to show John the things
still lying in the far future, but also those which would happen shortly, (Rev
1:1), and that John saw that which already was, (Rev 1:19) therefore also
the already existing conditions then, Revelation not only describes the
future, but also the present and, as we shall see, even partially the past. But
then it ceases to be prophecy or prediction in relation to what already
happened or was still at least ongoing!

Truly! We will learn to know Revelation, not only as a metaphorical
prediction, concerning the fate of the Christian Church but, above all, (and
this the Christian reader must never lose sight of), as containing in
visions and images an indication to John and all later believers, of how the
conditions in the Church would appear in the eyes of the Lord, His thoughts
and views and His judgment concerning these conditions, in the
consecutive periods of its existence. This is why John saw what already
was. But then Revelation also begins with the establishing of the Church,
the pouring out of the Holy Ghost, in the year 33 AD., and stands totally
indifferent, whether it was given to John in 69, thus before the destruction
of Jerusalem, or in 93, after the destruction. However, because John himself
said, that he received it on the isle of Patmos, and was banned there during
the second Christian persecution in 93, the last-mentioned date is
considered to be correct, and since Revelation has nothing to do with the
destruction of Jerusalem, all reason to argue about the date disappears.
Furthermore, it is not accepted that, before the year 70, the congregations
of Thyatira and Sardis already were in the condition that the Lord describes
in chapters 2 and 3, and one cannot also ascribe exclusively a prophetic
meaning to the letters to these congregations.

According to old historical records, John was the bishop of the
congregation of Ephesus at the time of the second Christian persecution,
which began under Emperor Domitian in 93. The apostle was admonished
there by the Roman town clerk, to deny Christ and to refrain from preaching
His Gospel. John is said to have answered with apostolic religious courage:
One must be more obedient to God than to man; therefore, I will also,
neither deny Christ my God, neither cease to proclaim His name until I
completed my ministry, which I received from God. Thereupon the Town
clerk had him thrown in a kettle of boiling oil, from which he emerged
unharmed. After this miracle, the Town keeper did not dare torture or kill
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Church on earth is described in the first candlestick, the first seal, the first
trumpet and the first vial.

The second period is sketched in the second candlestick, the second seal,
the second trumpet and the second vial, and, similarly up to the seventh
period, in the seventh candlestick, the seventh seal, the seventh trumpet and
the seventh vial.

Each period in the Revelation predicts the following:

In the candlestick: the light or spiritual life of the congregation.

In the seal: the spiritual life of powers in church and state.
In the trumpet:  the condition and the effect of the Gospel preached.
In the vial: the pouring out of the judgement of God.

The seven periods of Christ’s church on earth now seem to be:

The 1%t period from 33 AD to 324 AD.
The 2" period from 324 AD to 622 AD.
The 3"period from 622 AD to 914 AD.
The 4% period from 914 AD to 1215 AD.
The 5% period from 1215 AD to 1517 AD.
The 6% period from 1517 AD to 1815 AD.
The 7" period from 1815 AD to 2? AD.

The whole concept of the construction of Revelation now lies therein that
the flow of the story is as follows: the Lord Jesus shows John, that the
history of the Christian Church on earth up to His return will consist of
seven periods, and sketches firstly, in the seven Candlesticks, how the
spiritual condition of the congregation will be in the seven consecutive
periods (Rev 2 & 3). (Rev 4. 6. 7:9-17. 15:2—4. 19:1-9. Rev 20. 21.
22:1-5).
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There is, however, another less important fulfilment: the foreshadowed,
see the work by Guers mentioned above, in the prologue, pages 5-7, also
called the typical fulfilment.

Such were for example, Isaac and Jacob, foreshadows or types of Jesus.

It cannot be denied that we see a foreshadowing of the already growing
anti-Christian kingdom in Popedom and Mohamedanism.

Unbelief always reveals itself in the same, ever-recurring direction,
which, through its repetition forms a certain pre-set pattern or type,
wherein the final falling away is foreshadowed. This typical fulfilment is
freely indicated by many writers like Guers. Our plan with this work is
only to research with the reader the actual or end fulfilment of Revelation.
Wherever necessary, we will bring to the attention the typical
foreshadowed fulfilment, which is still considered by many to be the
actual fulfilment. Of greater importance, we intend to show the similarity
between the prophesies of Daniel and the Revelation, where applicable.

We can give the assurance and predict that, through this manner of
research, we will come to highly noteworthy results, differing completely
from other writers. Our wish is for the reader to find as much satisfaction
and strengthening of faith in these pages, as we ourselves enjoyed in our
research; a wish, we trust, that will find a measure of fulfilment when
introduced to our readers who are interested in Christian truths. Just as the
Revelation receives its light from the Holy Scriptures, it in turn, throws a
reciprocating and shining light upon many dark passages in God’s Word,
giving a clear answer to many, hereto unanswered questions and a wide
insight into many mysteries.

Because we actually live in the period (7%), which is described in
particular detail in Revelation, which otherwise excels in shortness and
power, indicating the high importance of this time, that the Lord of the
Church specifically wants to bring to notice these happenings, we
propose, if God gives us life, strength and wisdom, to add a short
postscript to our publication of this work, published in 1872, to show how
we have progressed in the time table of history and Revelation, and which
signs of the times have developed in fulfilment of prophecies.

Due to the sanctity and importance of this subject, we avoided all desire
to show-off and sacrificed the striving after beauty, style or the reader’s
thanks.

A silent hope encouraged us throughout this work, namely, that, in
God’s hand, it could perhaps serve to convince many, who in all

3 Such as for example: “The wounded head.”, Rev 13:3, since the issuing of our proof-reading in
1871, already half healed and Rev 13 : 1 totally healed.
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thus: the history of the Christian nations here on earth and in the realm
of glory, or the striving and victorious church, the kingdom of heaven, as
mentioned in Matt 3:2. 4:17. 10:7. 23:13etc...

The kingdoms of this world can only be mentioned as far as they come
into contact with and influence the kingdom of heaven, the Church. This
work will indisputably show that it is the content of Revelation as proved
by the many already fulfilled parts of the church's history.

2. By whom was it written? Till recently, it was almost undeniably
certain: by the apostle John. Recent critics, however, later considered that
it was not John who wrote it, but that another writer used his name to gain
credence. The latest critics again return to the authorship by John. Our
interpretation will indisputably reveal the truth of the last-named theory on
totally different grounds. It will appear from the amazing outcome, that
here, we are dealing with a true Revelation of God. Modern critics, after
having learned to know its accurate fulfilment, will not ever be able to deny
it without wilfully closing their eyes to the truth. And even though they
would not acknowledge that this godly Revelation was given by the Holy
Spirit, they will still have to concede, that on the whole a holy spirit
confronts us. Therefore, only one choice remains: either God himself
inspired this work in such a holy spirit, given to us by means of a liar and
deceiver, who calls himself (Rev 1:9), the banned apostle John from
Patmos, and then God himself would be an accomplice in the deception or
the apostle John himself received this Revelation from God and wrote it
down. From earlier times on, one mostly believed correctly the last to be
true. The difference in style between the gospel, the epistles of John and
Revelation lies therein, that, the first reflects the language and style of John,
and the latter more the prophetic language and style of the Holy Spirit.

3. When was Revelation written, before or after the destruction of
Jerusalem? Currently, it is generally accepted that it was before the
destruction of Jerusalem, only because one considers the seals, trumpets
and vials, as being fulfilled with the destruction of Jerusalem, and this last
to be the main prediction of Revelation, but indeed, if it is a prophecy, then
it must also be written before its fulfilment.

Actually, this question is irrelevant to the congregation. Revelation for all
that, was not given to the Jews, neither to the Gentiles, but to the servants
of Jesus Christ, to the Christian Church, and as such, did not have anything
to do with the destruction of Jerusalem, but rather, with the resurrection of
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great prophetic significance. The congregation must be the body of the
Lord, He himself being its Head (1 Cor 12:27, Eph 1:22, 23). The form, in
which the Lord revealed himself to John is a prophetic indication of the
different ways and degrees to which the congregation of each period of the
Church, would reflect and carry the likeness of its Head and Lord, for
always, the congregation must conform to the image of the Son of God
(Rom 8:29) and carry the image of the Lord from heaven (1 Cor 15:47—49).
She did not actually do so equally in all periods, but more in one and less
in another. At the beginning of each of the seven candlesticks or letters, we
find again part of this description of the titles and powers of the Lord (Rev
2:1, 8, 12, 18. Rev 3:1, 7), there then will also be the right place for the
interpretation of the figurative language, and its meaning for that period.

John saw the Lord, surrounded by seven candlesticks, and in His right
hand there were seven stars. The mystery of the candlesticks
represented, according to the Lord’s own explanation (verse 20), the seven
congregations of Asia Minor and the seven stars their angels, bishops
or teachers, (Mal 3:1. 2:7. Mark 1:2, 3.) to each of whom a letter was
subsequently directed.

Even to the superficial reader of Revelation, it must immediately become
clear, that the number seven, throughout the whole book, takes on a special
place. Here, at the beginning, we find seven candlesticks with seven stars;
further on, a book with seven seals, then seven trumpets and finally once
again seven vials. Since three is the symbolic number for God, four the
number for the earth; the combination of both numbers, the number seven,
is the completion of God’s revelation on earth. Furthermore, in the
number seven lies hidden a succession. In the Old Testament, seven years
represented a complete time and seven times seven years, with the fiftieth
as jubilee, again made out a time. Forty years or days, however, also form
a time; this often appears in the scriptures as a time of tribulation or
preparation. Forty times fifty give 2000 years, and these also make up a full
time. Expressed in round numbers, the world was without law for 2000
years, for another 2000 years a part of humankind lived as a chosen people
under the Old Covenant (Abraham) and for approximately 2000 years once
more a part of humankind will live under the New Covenant (Christ) or
under the Gospel. The last portion of 2000 years would be experienced by
the Christians in seven consecutive periods.

If we divide these 2000 years by seven, we obtain approximately three
hundred years for each period; and indeed, one finds in the history of the
New Testament, from its beginning, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, a
highly important happening every three hundred years, whereby something
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uprightness cannot believe the Christian truths, through the clear
interpretation of these prophesies and their accurate fulfilment in Church
and world history, that Christ, God’s Son, truly is God, and that the
testimony concerning himself, which He gave in the Holy Scriptures and
in Revelation is true. When He came to this earth, the Lord confirmed
His mission and godly power through signs and miracles, whereby many
unbelievers became believers. Those who, today, twenty centuries later,
do not believe in Him, will also not be convinced by the story of Jesus’
miracles. They refuse categorically to believe the story as well as His
testimony of himself. For them, however, Jesus also left this prophesy up
until our days. Indeed, God himself and only He, can predict so accurately,
what will occur in His Church in the following twenty centuries, and He,
who as messenger of God, presents such a letter of credit, surely also earns
credibility in what He testifies about His own personality and mission.

May then the Lord bless this poor attempt, to the honour of His never
fully praised name and to the confirmation of His truth into the hearts of
believers and unbelievers, give them ears to hear what the spirit sayeth to
the congregation, enlightened eyes of the mind, and a receptive spirit, to
understand what it was the Lord of the congregation wanted to reveal unto
us through His old servant John on the Isle of Patmos.

For the enlightening texts, we made use of the state translation 1869.
Ned. Bijbelgenootskap. Where we found a better form of the original text
in the Lutherian or in the V.d. Palm translations, we used it a few times
but indicated the source. Also, for the text in Revelation, we used those in
the State translation, not because of its excellence, but so as not to offend
the congregation with a totally new translation.

In some cases, we had to make use of better writings in the original,
which relied on good sources. Now that the true meaning and fulfilment
of the prophesies became known, some writings seemed completely
impossible.

We had to discard many important exegetical and critical remarks,
because we regarded them as less necessary for the congregation, and did
not want to unnecessarily increase the scope of this work.

To theologians, these will become apparent to the spirit as a matter of
course. Through this work, nevertheless, we resolved to open a new and
important field of study and research and to restore the so often
misunderstood Revelation to its elevated godly value. Only after reading
the complete work can judgement about it be reached.
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to any particular church but encompasses the whole congregation, which
the Son of God gathers to himself from the whole of the human race, to
protect and keep. It is given to all the people of the New Testament, the
body of Christ. (1 Cor 12:27. Eph 1:22, 23.). What good or evil will occur
therein in the course of the centuries is predicted in images and in the
language of the Holy Spirit and is therefore given for the whole
congregation of Jesus Christ, i.e.: to all believers, whom He ransomed by
His Blood as His property, regardless from which earthly church
denomination. What concerns the much-discussed construction of
Revelation, if it was as complicated as Gartner proposed in his Morgenlicht
van den Wereldsabbath, (Amsterdam, H. de Hoogh, 1866), it would be
incomprehensible to the simple servants of the Lord. Its construction is on
the contrary very simple, easy to accept and to remember.

The first chapter is an introduction. Then, follows:

15t Part. The history of Christ’s Church on earth, or the Striving Church.
(Contained in chapters 2, 3, 6. 7:1-7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 13. 14:6-20, 16, 17,
18.19:11-21).

2" part. The Church of Christ in the Kingdom of Glory, or the
Victorious Church. (Described in chapters 4, 5. 7:9-17. 11:15-19. 14:1-5.
15:2—4.19:1-9, 20, 21. 22:1-5).

The first part was always the stumbling block to all interpreters and
readers of Revelation.

It is in its composition the most difficult part of the whole of Revelation
and yet extremely simple once one understands the figurative language of
Revelation.

This part contains, first, the seven candlesticks or epistles (letters), then,
the seven seals, followed by the seven trumpets, and finally, the seven vials,
all mentioned in part 1.

Each of the four sub-divisions, candlesticks, seals, trumpets and vials
predict the same periods of the history of the Church on Earth up to the
Kingdom of Glory; each however deals with a different theme from history.

At the end of each of the four sub-divisions, the Church of Christ is
described to us as being in the Kingdom of Glory, as mentioned in part 2.

The four parts, candlesticks, seals, trumpets, and vials, though described
one after the other, actually begin at the same time and constantly and
simultaneously remain next to each other, so that the first period of Christ’s
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the future kingdom of Glory, He led him back again, to show him how the
gospel would fare throughout the seven periods.

Then, John saw the book with seven seals, which no one was worthy to
open (Rev 5:1-5) except the Lamb which was slain; and he saw the seals
being broken one by one, and each broken seal opened a portion of the book
(Scroll), and revealed, which truths and decrees the Lord of the
congregation, through His servants in the churches, would reveal and
proclaim to the world in each of the seven periods.

If the Church is a light and a book...

3.  ...Itisalso a fighting host (Eph 6:10-17). The congregation of God
here on earth has many and various enemies, who live by their own hearts,
nesting secretly in the Church, or attacking it openly with united power,
and they must be fought against and overcome, so that we should receive
the crown, which the Lord prepared for us. John would also see the
forthcoming struggle of the Church, and thus, the Lord transported him,
when at the end of the seventh seal he again had come to the kingdom of
Glory, back once more to the beginning, to show him, which enemies
would stand out, and how the Church throughout all the centuries, would
fight back and overcome. John then saw that the seven angels each received
a trumpet, to call Gods warriors to battle.

For each of the seven periods, a trumpet was blown, and each trumpet
sound had its own results because each period of the Church also had its
own particular battle.

But if the Church on this earth, is a light, a book and a fighting host,
finally...

4. ...Italso is a family (2 Tim 2:20, 21); a community of brothers and
sisters, children, born of God through the Holy Spirit. These children are
often disobedient, self-righteous and quarrelsome children, who cause their
Heavenly Father much trouble and sorrow, and force Him to constantly lift
up His rod to make them feel His wrath.

His enemies, the world, in whose midst they live, also cause this family
so much pain, that He must intervene with punishing justice, to save His
own from the evil power; and to make His enemies know that he is God.
This is why, from time to time, He must pour out His wrath on the Church
and on the world, to purify His congregation and thus possibly bring to
repentance or otherwise destroy His enemies. How and with what results
this would happen in the course of the centuries, the Lord revealed to John
in the judgements, which would strike the Church and the world in each of
the seven periods.
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church from its inception till that day. Being in the spirit on the day of the
Lord, John heard behind him a loud voice as from a trumpet saying: (verse
11) “What you see, write in a book, and send it to the seven
congregations, which are in Asia”.

Just as Paul was caught up to the third heaven, (2 Cor 12:2) John also was
transposed. In the same spirit, he saw, not only the angel appointed to him
(verse 1) who would accompany and inform him, but on turning around, he
saw behind him the Son of God himself, who appeared to him, to now
reveal unto His servant, that which He, in His state of humbleness, had not
yet received as Revelation from the Father, (Mark 13:32) but in His
glorified state at the right hand of God, could now reveal to His own, that
they might know and proclaim, that which would occur in His Church until
His second coming, His coming in Glory, yes, even what the true believers
could expect and inherit at His glorious Return.

“And when I saw Him, I fell at his feet as dead” relates our grey
apostle. No wonder, truly great was the majestic stature of the Son of Men,
but yet how completely different was He now, from the days when He
walked upon this earth as everyone’s servant. His eyes burned as a flame
of fire, glowing like copper where His feet, the two-edged sharp sword
from His mouth threatened to destroy, and His face radiated as the sun,
giving Him the appearance of a brilliance which no one could withstand
(Jes 33:14). However, many reasons His enemies may have to fear Him,
who received all power in heaven and on earth, and whose breath is enough,
to kill the godless, His friends have no reason to tremble, for to them He is
ever the same merciful Saviour, full of love and grace.

This He proved here once again to His servant, for he stretched out His
right hand, to help him to his feet again, and said to him: Fear not for I did
not come to kill you, but to let you know that I am the first and the last,
the prince of life, and that I have the keys of the realm of the departed
(Hades) and of death, and what you see, is not to frighten you, but as
instruction concerning that which now is, and that which shall happen
hereafter. Thus encouraged, John took pen in hand, and, with the same
tranquillity and blissful peace, we now may take in hand what he wrote,
‘when we, like John, also know and serve this Lord as our Lord, for then He
lives, only that we should live with Him, and finally, saved from all
tribulation and death, inherit the glory, which John was permitted to see,
when he in a moment, saw the heavens open to him.

The figurative language of Revelation already occurs here, in the first
chapter. The form in which John saw the Lord (verses 13-16), and the titles
and power which the Lord allotted himself (verses 17—18) are not without
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At least a trial in this direction was worth it; the reward would be great if
successful. — We have tried and succeeded beyond all prayers and
expectations.

An indescribable joyous surprise often took hold of us, when, as if by
magic, within a few moments, an image or an obscure word was revealed
in plain language and its meaning proved to be the only true one as meant
by Jesus himself, thrusting itself upon our heart with the undeniable power
of truth. The interested reader of this work will often also experience this
joyous surprise, when God’s Word concerning the dark depths of
Revelation suddenly shout out loud: “There is light.”, and will often of his
own volition say, concerning our assurance which was hard to believe, that
we indeed did not promise too much with this work, but remained well
below the truth with our promise.

Because of the originality of the solutions along this way, we could not
take over anything from other writers, but the Revelation unfolded to a
completely new, yet easily understood prophetic picture of the history
of the striving and victorious Church of Christ.

All the unexplainable and natural wonders, which one has to accept,
crumble completely by this method, and are solved by God’s Word in the
most simple and natural way, becoming understandable for everyone.

‘We do not know whether an explanation such as ours was ever published.
To us, at least, this is totally unknown.

Even though some interpreters came somewhat close to it, we are still of
the opinion to be able to answer this question in the negative, because,
would it had been given, we would not have had to look for another.

Some parts of this work could easily be highlighted more intensively and
more proof from the holy Scriptures could be added to it.

‘We do not claim it to be perfect; on the contrary: but nothing more than
a powerful sketch in highlights. But on the whole, we trust, that the
Christian reader will accept this interpretation as the true one, and that the
controversy concerning the meaning of the Revelation is herewith resolved.
With all humbleness, we believe we may consider this to be certain. An
obstacle offers itself to good understanding of the Revelation, when one
views it from the standpoint of a specific confession held by church
associations or denominations, (Protestant or Roman).

On the contrary, seeing that God’s Word must never be tested according
to one confession, but rather that each confession should be tested
according to God’s Word, promotes as much as possible a universal point
of view. We find this point of view promoted in the apostolic creed: “I
believe in a holy universal Christian Church.” The Revelation is not given
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From the critics, we expect that they will be loyal and not be directed
against our human faults and imperfections, which we acknowledge at the
onset, not expanding on small issues, but only regarding the truth of the
strict and consequent principle we applied; The figurative language of the
Holy Spirit in the biblical scriptures is the key to the Revelation of John.
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Notes from the Translator

‘While rummaging through the contents of a stairway cupboard during
spring cleaning, I came across a very old and dilapidated book with the
title: “HET BOEK VOOR ONZE TIJD” (The Book for Our Time), written
in Dutch by Friedrich Wilhelm Schwartz in 1872. The book was about the
Revelation of John. Being very interested in the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ, I immediately began to read the book.

As I read along, I became more and more excited and developed a longing
to impart the knowledge and wisdom found in this book to all who would
be interested. I studied the book diligently for over 40 years, checking each
reference in the Bible, and researching Church and world history books to
ascertain the validity of the illuminating and often unknown facts revealed
in this amazing book. During this time many predictions came into
fulfilment before my very eyes. This resulted in my being strongly
convinced that the writer had been inspired by the Holy Spirit, and, since
his main reference source was the Bible, and his historical facts could be
found all over, I decided to translate this wonderful book into the English
language for the future.

I adhered to the original text in Dutch as much as possible, and did so for
the first six periods, except for the final date in the Chronology of
Revelation on page 13, where 100 years could be added since the book was
originally written in 1872. As I proceeded with the translation, I decided to
divide the work into two volumes: Volume I dealing with the past (six
periods) and Volume II dealing with the seventh period, the recent past, the
present and the future.

May the earnest reader derive much joy and understanding at the clear
and simple explanations of the imagery and prophetic language of the Book
of Revelation, and, as I did, may he diligently confirm the explanation of
the meaning of each word by referring to the given texts in the Bible.

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.”
(Rev 1:3.)

The Translator
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the holy man; but, in order not to leave the Emperor’s command
unexecuted, he banned him to Isle of Patmos, where John received from his
Lord and Saviour, this Revelation whose mysterious depths, believers
reflected upon for approximately twenty centuries, yet, whose true meaning
would only be revealed in our time.

A prime requirement, to understand this book is, that, like John, one must
be transposed to the day of the Lord.

Usually one understands by this, that it was a Sunday, when John,
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, received this Revelation. This, to our
understanding, is incorrect. Nowhere in the Holy Scriptures is “The Day
of the Lord” meant to be a Sunday. When Paul wanted to speak about it,
he did not say: “On each day of the Lord”, but: “On each first day of
the week” each of you put something away, etc...(1 Cor 16:2, see also Acts
20:7.).

The day of the Lord, wherewith John, in the spirit was occupied, is the
great Day of the Lord, of which the prophets of the Old Testament and
Jesus himself in the Gospels, and the apostles in their epistles, etc... spoke
with such emphasis, as the future of Christ.

To understand Sunday to be this day is of much later origin. According
to the flesh, John was (verse 9) banned to the isle of Patmos, but in the spirit
(verse 10) he was totally transposed to the great day of the future of the
Lord, where he suddenly heard the voice of the Lord, and received this
Revelation from Him.

If we now want to understand this correctly, we need:

1. A somewhat similar measure of exaltation of the spirit above the
carnality of this world, as that which John found himself in when he
received this Revelation. The soul, however, filled with the things of this
world, cannot possibly discern the things of the spirit; it has neither eye nor
desire for it.

2. A wide heart, such as the Lord’s heart was. Even as He wants to be
the Saviour of all believers, so must His servants also consider all
Christians as His people, as people of the covenant, as subjects of the future
kingdom of Glory. Whoever lacks this attitude or even is of the opinion,
that the church denomination, the congregation or party, to which he
belongs, is the only true church or the body of Christ, can never understand
Revelation.

3. We must hold fast to this concept, that John was transposed in the
spirit to the end of the present dispensation, to the day of the Lord’s future,
and that the Lord allowed him to see, what would now happen to and in the
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