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From
the Vikings to the Middle Ages, piracy was a constant threat and at
the same time a fascinating phenomenon on the seas. This era has
produced many curious stories and facts that will amaze both young
people and adults.
    
  



 






  

    

      
The
Vikings, who are often falsely portrayed as horned barbarians, were
in fact experienced sailors, traders and explorers. Their raids
were
not only for plunder, but also to find new areas to settle. But it
is
the unexpected and often overlooked details that make this era so
fascinating.
    
  



 






  

    

      
One
of the most famous Vikings, Erik the Red, was banished from Norway
and later from Iceland for various offenses, including murder.
Rather
than admit defeat, he used his banishment to travel further west,
eventually founding the first Norse settlement in Greenland.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Although
the Vikings were known for their brutal efficiency, it was not
uncommon for them to also perform bizarre ritual dances and chants
to
invoke gods such as Odin or Thor and ask for blessings and
protection
before a sea voyage or raid.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Some
Vikings who were pirates avoided raiding monasteries in England -
not
out of respect for Christianity, but because they believed the
blind
monks might give them an evil eye and bring disaster upon
them.
    
  



 






  

    

      
The
first known "pirate ships" of the Middle Ages were not
imposing galleons or schooners, but often converted merchant
vessels
optimized for quick raids and escapes. These ships could be
surprisingly maneuverable, making them perfect tools for pirates
raiding richly laden merchant vessels.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Although
pirates in the Middle Ages were often considered outlaws, many of
them followed a strict code of honor. The division of booty was
often
a serious matter, with each pirate receiving a certain share based
on
his rank and contribution to the raid. A captain often received
only
twice that of a regular crew member, unlike in the royal fleets
where
a captain received much more.
    
  



 






  

    

      
The
origin of the word "pirate" is itself a mystery. It is
believed that it comes from the Latin "pirata", which means
"buccaneer". But the Greeks also had a similar word,
"peirates", which means "someone who attacks".
    
  



 






  

    

      
The
Vikings were not the only pirates of the Middle Ages. The
Mediterranean was a melting pot of pirate cultures, including the
notorious barbarians from North Africa who raided Italian coastal
towns and kidnapped European sailors as slaves.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Looting
of monasteries and churches has survived from the Middle Ages,
involving not only gold and jewels but also frankincense and myrrh,
which fetched high prices in Arab countries. This shows that the
pirates did not only focus on obvious treasures, but robbed
everything that had value on the international markets.
    
  



 






  

    

      
The
history of piracy is full of such unexpected and often overlooked
details. It shows that pirates, though often portrayed as outlaws
and
raiders, were in fact complex and multi-layered characters driven
by
a mixture of adventure, desperation, and opportunity.
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The
Golden Age of Piracy roughly spanned from the 1650s to the 1730s
and
was a time when piracy flourished. During this time, however, there
were many unexpected events, backgrounds, and developments that are
often overshadowed by the more famous stories of Blackbeard and
Captain Kidd.
    
  



 






  

    

      
While
most of us have the image of a pirate with a parrot on his
shoulder,
the real pet of many pirates was the turtle. In the Caribbean,
pirates often caught turtles and kept them aboard their ships as a
living food source. The animals could survive for weeks without
food
and provided fresh meat for the pirates at sea.
    
  



 






  

    

      
One
reason for the increase in piracy during the Golden Age was the War
of the Spanish Succession, which lasted from 1701 to 1714. After
the
war ended, many English and French privateers who had operated as
legitimate pirates during the war suddenly found themselves without
legal support. Many of these seamen then turned to piracy to earn a
living.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Another,
lesser-known, instigator of piracy was the practice of
"impressment"
by the British Royal Navy. This often involved men being forced
into
naval service against their will. To escape this forced
recruitment,
many men turned to piracy, where they led dangerous lives but were
at
least free from forced recruitment.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Pirates
were not always the aggressive raiders they are often portrayed as.
In fact, many pirates tried to make their raids as bloodless as
possible. If a target was abandoned without a fight, the crew was
often treated mercifully. This was in contrast to the Royal Navy
and
other national navies, which often imposed harsh penalties on
abandoned pirates.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Port
Royal in Jamaica was once known as "the most depraved city in
the world" and a notorious pirate port. But in 1692, the city
was almost completely destroyed by an earthquake and subsequent
tsunami. Many saw this as divine retribution for the city's sinful
deeds.
    
  



 






  

    

      
A
surprising detail about the pirates of this time is that many of
them
actually had contracts that regulated the division of booty and
behavior on board. These contracts also specified the penalties for
offenses such as playing cards on board or lighting fires without
permission.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Despite
their rough lifestyle, most pirates were superstitious. Many
pirates
believed that wearing earrings would improve their eyesight or
protect them from drowning. Other superstitions were that singing
before sunrise would bring bad luck or that bananas on board would
bring bad luck.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Black
Bart, also known as Bartholomew Roberts, was one of the most
successful pirates of the Golden Age, although he practiced this
"profession" for only four years. During this time he
captured over 400 ships, making him one of the most prolific
pirates
in history.
    
  



 






  

    

      
While
the image of the pirate is often that of a tough man, there were
also
some notable female pirates, such as Anne Bonny and Mary Read, who
often disguised themselves as men in order to survive in this
male-dominated world. They were notorious for their fighting skills
and fearlessness.
    
  



 






  

    

      
The
end of the golden age of piracy was heralded not only by increased
military efforts against pirates, but also by the introduction of
amnesty programs for pirates who gave up their criminal careers.
These programs, along with the economic stability that came after
the
war due to the Spanish succession, led to a gradual decline in
piracy
in the Caribbean.
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In
the world of piracy, where mysticism and fear were powerful tools
in
the arsenal of any privateer, nicknames played a crucial role.
These
nicknames often referred to personal qualities, deeds or even
peculiarities of the pirates. Here are some of the most interesting
and curious pirate nicknames and their possible origins:
    
  



 






  

    

      
Blackbeard,
actually Edward Teach or Thatch, was one of the most notorious
pirates of all time. His nickname "Blackbeard" came from
his long black beard, which he often wore in braids. It is said
that
during fights he lit fuses in his beard to create terrifying clouds
of smoke to frighten his opponents.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Calico
Jack, whose real name was John Rackham, got his nickname because of
his fondness for colorful calico clothing. Rackham was known for
his
iconic design of the Jolly Roger flag, which features a skull with
crossed sabers.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Bartholomew
Roberts, better known as Black Bart, never bore this nickname
during
his lifetime. Rather, it is a posthumous attribution, perhaps
inspired by his dark clothing or serious demeanor.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Anne
Bonny, one of the few known female pirates, did not have a specific
pirate nickname, but was often called "the pirate's wife"
or "the lawyer's daughter," alluding to her unusual
background and choice of pirate life.
    
  



 






  

    

      
"Black
Sam" Bellamy received this nickname because he refused to wear
the wig, which was fashionable at the time. Instead, he wore his
long
black hair loose, which was unusual for the time.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Henry
Every, also known as "Long Ben", was one of the most
successful pirates of the Golden Age. His nickname "Long Ben"
could come from his tall stature or perhaps from the length of his
pirate career, which was quite long compared to many of his
contemporaries.
    
  



 






  

    

      
"Black
Caesar" was an African warlord before he was forced into
slavery. He escaped and became one of the most feared pirates of
the
Florida Keys. His nickname is derived from his African noble
title.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Stede
Bonnet was known as "The Gentleman Pirate" because he was a
Major in the British Army and a landowner before his pirating
career.
His switch to piracy was triggered by personal problems and a
possible mid-life crisis.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Greaves
received his nickname "Red Legs" because of his reddish
burnt legs. He was a Scottish pirate who was deported to Barbados
and
whose fair skin was easily burned by the tropical sun.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Fanny
Campbell, a female pirate who searched for her husband lost at sea,
was often called "The Female Captain" because she took
command of a ship after capturing it.
    
  



 






  

    

      
"Captain
Kidd", actually William Kidd, was a Scottish pirate who later
became a pirate hunter. His nickname "Captain" was actually
more of a title indicating his leadership position, but over time
it
was used almost like a nickname, especially in the stories and
songs
told about him.
    
  



 






  

    

      
Benjamin
Hornigold, one of Blackbeard's mentors, was often referred to as
the
"Founder of the Pirate Republic." Although not a nickname,
it indicates his important role in the early history of Nassau, a
well-known pirate base.
    
  



 






                    
                    
                

                
            










