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  Introduction




   




  
The Homophone Problem




   




  

    	The English spelling system can be an obstacle to mastering the reading, writing, spelling and pronunciation of English.




    	Words are homophones if they are pronounced the same way but differ in meaning and spelling.


  




   




  
When You Study a Set of Homophones




   




  

    	you increase your active vocabulary in English




    	you learn the importance of correct spelling in English




    	you get practice in correct pronunciation in English


  




   




   




  
Useful Tools




   




   




  http://dictionary.reference.com/ Perfect pronunciation of almost all homophones.




   




  http://www.yourdictionary.com/ Creates sampled sentences for almost all homophones.




   




   




  
Concordancers




   




  A concordance is an index of all main words in a book or a selection of books along with their immediate contexts. Concordancers create an index of all the examples of the word you are interested in and show you how the word was used in publications.




   




  http://vlc.polyu.edu.hk/ The Virtual Language Center




   




  http://www.someya-net.com/concordancer/ Online KWIC Concordancer




   




  http://www.lextutor.ca/concordancers/concord_e.html  Corpus Concordance English  (v.6.5)




  A Homophones




   




   




  
acclamation, acclimation




  

    	acclamation -  Enthusiastic approval




    	acclimation -  Adaptation to a new climate (a new temperature, altitude or environment)


  




   




  The expat teacher received much acclamation for his acclimation to the weather in Jeddah.




   




  
ad, add




  

    	ad - A public promotion of some product or service




    	add - Make an addition (to); join or combine or unite with others; increase the quality, quantity, size or scope of


  




   




  He added ten words and a picture to the ad.




   




  
ads, adds, adze




  

    	ads, adds [See above]




    	adze - An edge tool used to cut and shape wood


  




   




  The carpenter adds the adze he saw in the ad to his toolkit.




   




  
ade, aid, aide




  

    	ade - A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit juice




    	aid - Give assistance; be of service; help




    	aide - Someone who acts as assistant


  




   




  The general’s aide came to the general’s aid with a lemonade.




   




  
adieu, ado




  

    	adieu - A farewell remark-




    	ado - A rapid active commotion


  




   




  When his father left, the son made much ado about his adieu.




   




  
affect, effect




  

    	Affect = Will the new rules affect me?




    	Effect = The rules did have a big effect on me.


  




   




  
ail, ale, Al




  

    	ail – to be sick




    	ale - A general name for beer made with a top fermenting yeast; in some of the United States an ale is (by law) a brew of more than 4% alcohol by volume




    	Al – a man’s name


  




   




  Al began to ail after drinking too much ale.




   




  
air, ere, err, heir




  

    	air - A mixture of gases (especially oxygen) required for breathing; the stuff that the wind consists of




    	ere – earlier in time than




    	err-to make a mistake




    	heir – one who receives money from a dead ancestor


  




   




  The unhappy heir needed some air ere he might err in his checkbook.




   




  
airs, errs, heirs




  

    	airs - Affected manners intended to impress others


  




   




  He errs when he puts on airs in front of all the other heirs.




   




  
aisle, I'll, isle




  

    	aisle - A long narrow passage




    	I’ll – I will




    	Isle – island


  




   




  I’ll follow the aisle across the isle.




   




  
all, awl




  

    	all- everybody, everything, entirely, totally




    	awl - A pointed tool for marking surfaces or for punching small holes


  




   




  All carpenters need an awl.




   




  
allowed, aloud, a loud




  

    	allowed – Consent to, given permission




    	aloud - Using the voice; not silently




    	loud - With relatively high volume


  




   




  It is not allowed to talk aloud in the library. It is not allowed to make a loud noise in class.




   




  
altar, alter




  

    	altar - The table in Christian churches where communion is given




    	alter = To make different; to cause a transformation


  




   




  The priest altered the location of the candles on the altar.




   




   




  
ant, aunt




  

    	ant - Social insect living in organized colonies; characteristically the males and fertile queen have wings during breeding season; wingless sterile females are the workers




    	aunt - The sister of your father or mother; the wife of your uncle


  




   




  The is an ant crawling on the finger of your aunt.




   




  
arc, ark




  

    	arc – A continuous portion of a circle




    	ark - (Bible) a boat built by Noah to save his family and animals from the flood


  




   




  There were many arcs along the hull of Noah’s ark.




   




  
ascent, assent




  

    	ascent – A movement upward




    	assent - Agreement with a statement or proposal to do something


  




   




  The lunatic assented to his ascent in a balloon.




   




  
ate, eight




  

    	ate – Past tense of eat




    	eight - 8


  




   




  I ate eight donuts at eight o’clock.




   




  
auger, augur




  

    	auger - A long flexible steel coil for dislodging stoppages in curved pipes; Hand tool for boring holes




    	augur - (ancient Rome) a religious official who interpreted omens to guide public policy


  




   




  The augur used an auger to tell the future.




   




  
aught, ought




  

    	aught -  Anything whatever; No amount at all.




    	ought – To expresses  an  emotional,  practical,  or  other  reason  for  doing something.


  




   




  

    	He ought to see if aught can be done about the problem.




    	 "Not if I knows AUGHT about it, she ain't!"




    	Should AUGHT happen to Edward -- as God forbid -- I would be queen.


  




   




   




  
aural, oral




  

    	aural - Of or pertaining to hearing or the ear




    	oral - Of or relating to or affecting or for use in the mouth


  




   




  The doctor gave him an aural examination; the dentist gave her an oral examination.




   




  
away, aweigh




  

    	away - From a particular thing, place or position "ran away from the lion"; "wanted to get away from there"; "sent the children away to boarding school"; "the teacher waved the children away from the dead animal"




    	aweigh - (used of an anchor) hanging clear of the bottom; "anchors aweigh"


  




   




  Before the ship went away, the captain shouted, “Anchors aweigh!”




   




  
aye, eye, I,




  

    	aye- Indicates an affirmative response (yes)




    	eye - The organ of sight




    	I - Refers to the speaker or writer


  




   




  I shouted “aye” when they asked if I would cut out his eye.




   




  
ayes, eyes




   




  I looked at their eyes when the “ayes” outnumbered the “nays.”




   




  B Homophones




   




  
bad, bade




  

    	bad - Having undesirable or negative qualities; very intense




    	bade - bid, bade, bidden - (auction) propose an amount you are prepared to pay for something; Ask for or request earnestly


  




   




  We knew he was bad after he bade too much money at the auction.




   




  
bail, bale




  

    	bail - money that must be forfeited by the bondsman if an accused person fails to appear in court for trial




    	bale -A large bundle bound for storage or transport; make into a bale


  




   




  He lost the bail he had put up for the male whose bale of silks was lost in the mail.




   




  
bait, bate




  

    	bait - Something used to lure fish or other animals into danger so they can be trapped or killed




    	bate - Moderate or restrain; lessen the force of


  




   




  The hunter bated his breath while he waited for the lion to take the bait.




   




  
bald, bawled




  

    	bald - Lacking hair on all or most of the scalp




    	bald - With no effort to conceal




    	bawled - Shouted loudly and without restraint




    	bawled - Cried loudly




    	balled - Formed into a ball by winding or rolling


  




   




  The baby bawled because his bald father balled his mother into a ball.




   




  
band, banned




  

    	band - An unofficial association of people or groups




    	band- A stripe or stripes of contrasting colors




    	band- A group of musicians playing popular music for dancing




    	band - A thin flat strip of flexible material banned - Forbidden by law


  




   




  A band of robbers used a rubber band to band together the money they had stolen from the dance band.




   




  The use of cell phones in the auditorium has been banned.




   




  
banns, bans




  

    	banns - (church service) a public announcement of a proposed marriage




    	bans - decrees that prohibits something




    	bans - official prohibitions or edicts against something


  




   




  The revolutionary dictator bans the reading of the banns in all of the churches.




   




  
bard, barred




  

    	bard - A lyric poet




    	barred - Preventing entry, exit or a course of action


  




   




  The normal entrance for the bard is barred today.




   




  
bare, bear




  

    	bare- Completely unclothed




    	bare - Not having a protective covering




    	bear – To move while holding up or supporting




    	bear - Large mammal with long shaggy coat and strong claws




    	bear- An investor with a pessimistic market outlook; an investor who expects prices to fall and so sells now in order to buy later at a lower price


  




   




  I cannot bear a bare bear on my bare back.




   




  
baron, barren




  

    	baron - A nobleman (in various countries) of varying rank




    	barren - Providing no shelter or sustenance; not bearing offspring


  




   




  The baron crossed the barren wastes in search of cool, clear water for the barren women.




   




  
base, bass




  

    	base - Lowest support of a structure




    	bass - The lowest adult male singing voice


  




   




  The bass voices are the base of the choir’s singing.




   




  
based, baste




  

    	based – To used as a basis for; found on




    	baste – To pour juices or melted fat over (meat) during cooking in order to keep it moist.


  




   




  The chef based his recipe on basting the meat with melted fate.




   




  
bask, Basque




  

    	bask = To derive or receive pleasure from; get enjoyment from; take pleasure in: "She relished her fame and basked in her glory."




    	Basque - The language of the Basque people; of no known relation to any other language; A member of a people of unknown origin living in the western Pyrenees in France and Spain.


  




   




  The proud Basque basked in his knowledge of Basque.




   




  
bate, bait




  bate – Moderate or restrain; lessen the force of




       "To his dying day he bated his breath a




          little when he told the story"  (George Eliot).




  

    	bait - Deliberately provoke by mocking or poking fun, often in an aggressive manner


  




   




  The policeman tried to bate the vicious students who were baiting the kindly teacher.




   




  
bawl, ball




  

    	bawl – to shout loudly and without restraint




    	ball – a round object that is hit, thrown or kicked in games




    	ball - a lavish formal dance


  




   




  Don’t bawl, Mommy will get your ball.




   




  
bay, bey




  

    	bay – An indentation of a shoreline larger than a cove but smaller than a gulf




    	bey - The governor of a district or province in the Ottoman Empire


  




   




  The bey had a palace on the bay.




   




  
bazaar, bizarre [False homophones, but important]




  

    	bazaar - A marketplace, particularly in the Middle East, with shops and stalls, a souk




    	bizarre - Conspicuously or grossly unconventional or unusual


  




   




  The kinds of things they sell in that bazaar are very bizarre.




   




  
be, b, bee




  

    	be – [to],be- Have the quality of being;




    	b – The 2nd letter of the Roman alphabet




    	bee - Any of numerous hairy-bodied insects including social and solitary species


  




   




  Why do you want to be a bee?




   




  
beach, beech




  

    	beach - An area of sand sloping down to the water of a sea or lake




    	beech - Any of several large deciduous trees with rounded spreading crowns, smooth grey bark, and small sweet edible triangular nuts enclosed in burs; found in north temperate regions


  




   




  I do not recall seeing any beeches at the beach.




   




  
beat, beet




  

    	beat - Give a beating to; subject to a beating, either as a punishment or as an act of aggression[plus 23 more]




    	beet - Round red root vegetable


  




   




  He beat the beat with great big red beet.




   




  
beau, bow




  

    	beau - A man who is the lover of a girl or young woman




    	bow - A decorative interlacing of ribbons


  




   




  He is the beau of that girl with a yellow bow in her hair.




   




  
been, bin




  

    	bin - A container; usually has a lid


  




   




  My kitty has been hiding in the bin.




   




  
beer, bier




  

    	beer - A general name for alcoholic beverages made by fermenting a cereal (or mixture of cereals) flavored with hops




    	bier - A stand to support a corpse or a coffin prior to burial


  




   




  They all drink beer while standing around the bier.




   




  
beetle, betel




  

    	beetle - Insect having biting mouthparts and front wings modified to form horny covers overlying the membranous rear wings




    	betel - Asian pepper plant whose dried leaves are chewed with betel nut (seed of the betel palm) by southeast Asians


  




   




  Some beetles like to eat betels.




   




  
bell, belle




  

    	bell - A hollow device made of metal that makes a ringing sound when struck




    	belle - A young woman who is the most charming and beautiful of several rivals


  




   




  The belle of the ball rang the bell that began the dance contest.




   




  
berry, bury




  

    	berry - Any of numerous small and pulpy edible fruits; used as desserts or in making jams and jellies and preserves




    	bury - To place in a grave or tomb


  




   




  They buried the body and a coffin covered with berries.




   




  
berth, birth




  

    	berth - A place where a ship can be made fast




    	birth - The event of being born


  




   




  The birth of the baby happened when the boat was berthed in the harbor.




   




  
better, bettor




  

    	better - (comparative of 'good') superior to another (of the same class or set or kind) in excellence or quality or desirability or suitability; more highly skilled than another




    	bettor - Someone who bets


  




   




  The better bettor won more money.




   




  
bight, bite, byte




  

    	bight - A bend or curve




    	bite - To grip, cut off, or tear with or as if with the teeth or jaws




    	byte - A sequence of 8 bits (enough to represent one character of alphanumeric data) processed as a single unit of information


  




   




  A bight looks like a bite was taken out of the coast by a giant.




  Do you know how many bits there are in a byte?




   




  
billed, build




  

    	billed - Having a beak or bill; charged money




    	build - Make by combining materials and parts


  




   




  He will be billed if he builds a new garage.




   




  
blew, blue




  

    	blew - Exhale hard




    	blue - Of the color intermediate between green and violet; having a color similar to that of a clear unclouded sky


  




   




  He blew so hard into the balloon that his face turned blue.




   




  
bloc, block




  

    	bloc - A group of voters or politicians who have common objectives




    	block - A solid piece of something (usually having flat rectangular sides




    	block - to prevent from happening or developing


  




   




  The bloc of greedy politicians blocked that law.




   




  
boar, Boer, bore




  

    	boar - Old World wild swine having a narrow body and prominent tusks from which most domestic swine come




    	Boer - A white South African who speaks Afrikaans as their first language, esp. one descended from Dutch settlers




    	bore - Make a hole, especially with a pointed power or hand tool




    	bore - A person who evokes boredom


  




   




  The old Boer bored a hole in the boar with his rifle.




   




  
board, bored




  

    	board - A committee having supervisory powers




    	board - a stout length of sawn timber




    	bored - Tired of the world; uninterested because of frequent exposure or indulgence


  




   




  A bored member of the board hit another member of the board with a wooden board.




   




  
boatswain, bosun




  

    	boatswain - A petty officer on a merchant ship who controls the work of other seamen




    	bosun - A petty officer on a merchant ship who controls the work of other seamen


  




   




  A boatswain is a bosun, a rose is a rose.




   




  
bold, bowled




  

    	bold - Fearless and daring




    	bowled - bowl, bowled, bowled - (bowling) roll a ball


  




   




  The bold cricket player bowled fearlessly.




   




  
bolder, boulder




  

    	bolder - bold, bolder, boldest




    	boulder - A large smooth mass of rock detached from its place of origin


  




   




  A bolder climber would have climbed that boulder.




   




  
bole, boll, bowl




  

    	bole - A soft oily clay used as a pigment (especially a reddish brown pigment




    	bole - the main stem of a tree; usually covered with bark; the bole is usually the part that is commercially useful for lumber




    	boll - The rounded seed-bearing capsule of a cotton or flax plant




    	bowl - A round vessel that is open at the top; used chiefly for holding food or liquids


  




   




  The bowl was covered with some reddish brown bole and filled with cotton bolls.




   




  
booze, boos




  

    	booze - An alcoholic beverage that is distilled rather than fermented: whiskey, vodka, etc.




    	boos - Cries or noises made by a crowd to express displeasure or contempt


  




   




  The more booze the crowd drank, the more boos they shouted.




   




  
born, borne, bourn




  

    	born - The baby was born yesterday,




    	borne - bear, bore, born or borne - Move while holding up or supporting. "Bear gifts"; "bear a heavy load"; "bear news"; "bearing orders"




    	bourn - A boundary


  




   




  They bore the newborn baby to the bourn of the farm.




   




   




  
borough, burgh, burro, burrow




  

    	borough - One of the administrative divisions of a large city




    	burgh - A borough in Scotland




    	burro - Small donkey used as a pack animal




    	burrow - A hole made by an animal, usually for shelter


  




   




  The burro burrowed a hole in the middle of the borough.




   




   




  
bough, bow




  

    	bough - Any of the larger branches of a tree




    	bow - Bend the head or the upper part of the body in a gesture of respect or greeting


  




   




  President Obama bowed to the king of Arabia like a bough bending because of high wind.




   




  
boy, buoy




  

    	boy - A youthful male person




    	buoy - A float attached by rope to the seabed to mark channels in a harbor or underwater hazards


  




   




  The fearful boy held on to the buoy.




   




  
braid, brayed




  

    	braid - A hairdo formed by braiding or twisting the hair




    	brayed - bray, brayed, brayed - Braying characteristic of donkeys


  




   




  The donkey brayed when the boy braided his tale.




   




  
braise, brays, braze




  

    	braise - (cooking) cook in liquid




    	brays - The cries of an ass or a donkey




    	braze - Solder together by using hard solder with a high melting point


  




   




  The frightened donkey brayed when the workman brazed the metal to make a pot in which the woman can braise some meat.




   




  
brake, break




  

    	brake - A restraint used to slow or stop a vehicle




    	break - break, broke, broken - Become separated into pieces or fragments


  




   




  He could not brake the car the car because his brakes broke.




   




  
breach, breech




  

    	breach - An opening (especially a gap in a dike or fortification)




    	breech - Opening in the rear of the barrel of a gun where bullets can be loaded


  




   




  The soldier put a shell in the breech of the cannon because he wanted to make a breach in the wall of the fortress.




   




  
bread, bred




  

    	bread - Food made from dough of flour or meal and usually raised with yeast or baking powder and then baked




    	bred - breed, bred, bred - Cause to procreate (animals)


  




   




  The pigs that the farmer bred loved to eat  fresh bread.




   




  
brewed, brood




  

    	brewed - brew, brewed, brewed - The production of malt beverages (as beer or ale) from malt and hops by grinding and boiling them and fermenting the result with yeast




    	brood - The young of an animal cared for at one time




    	brood - think moodily or anxiously about something


  




   




  The mother brooded while she brewed some beer for her brood of alcoholic children.
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