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Part One


First and foremost, we must acknowledge that we are guided by God's intentions, whether we recognize it or not. God has a distinct purpose for each of us, a plan that may not align with our own, but one that is far greater. As we immerse ourselves in His teachings, our intentions gradually merge with His. To truly dwell in the spirit, our hearts must resonate with God's purpose. Every aspect of our lives is meant to reflect God's heart and intentions.
 As we journey with God, we learn that He often reshapes us, removing the unnecessary and drawing us closer to Him. Regardless of our status, whether we are seasoned in ministry or new to the faith, God sees us as His children, always seeking to nurture and guide us.
 God's plans are vast and encompassing, not confined by age, background, or education. His intentions for us are profound, often beyond our immediate comprehension. When we receive a prophetic message, it might seem puzzling at first, but these divine words are a testament to God's vision for us, a vision that far exceeds our own limitations.
 Sometimes, God's message can seem overwhelming, as if He's entrusting us with responsibilities that feel too grand. Yet, it's His way of unveiling His plans for us, gradually revealing a future far greater than we could imagine. Prophecy is not just about future events; it's about preparing us for what's to come, ensuring we align with God's vision.
 In this process of transformation, God might dismantle our existing structures to rebuild us according to His divine blueprint. This can be unsettling, but it's part of our growth and alignment with His will. As we navigate through these changes, we must remember that every alteration is a step towards fulfilling our divine purpose.
 Your identity is not defined by circumstances but by the inherent truth of who you are in God's eyes. Even in the face of adversity, like losing everything in a fire, your core identity as a parent or a spouse remains unshaken. In those moments, the material losses pale in comparison to the role you play in your family's life. This is a reflection of how God views us – not for our external achievements or possessions, but for our true essence.
 Just like a provider in a family, Jesus embodies various roles for us – Savior, Comforter, Helper. He's always present, attending to our needs, not always in the ways we expect but always in the ways we need. Every situation we encounter, whether joyful or challenging, draws upon our identity, shaping and reaffirming who we are and who we're meant to be.
 In the face of life's spills and messes, like red juice on a white couch, our immediate identity – be it as a parent or a guardian – comes to the forefront. Similarly, in our spiritual journey, every incident shapes us, constantly calling upon our identity in Christ to respond, to grow, and to embody the virtues He instills in us.
 How many of you recognize that your identity often asserts itself in the most mundane moments? You don't just shrug and flip the cushion when your couch gets stained. Over time, though, that approach might change. Anyone with children understands this transformation. Your pristine house or new car swiftly becomes a landscape of lost snacks and forgotten cheeseburgers. But this chaos is a reminder: our identity must surface, especially when we're called to be a parent, a mentor, or a support.
 We must embody a Christ-like mindset, and this begins at home. Our life isn't defined by others' words or actions. And remember, God's love isn't transactional; it doesn't fluctuate based on our achievements or failures. He doesn't love one more than another based on performance. This is crucial, especially when we see pride creeping into places of ministry. No suit, tie, or years of service elevates one above another. If not for God's grace, many would still be trapped in their past life. Imagine parenting in such a state; it's a sobering thought.
 God's love and identity remain constant, not swayed by our mood swings or attitudes. And yes, we all have our moments, don't we? God's presence might seem distant when we're engulfed in self-pity or frustration. It's in these moments, perhaps, we might throw an adult-sized tantrum, which, let's be honest, isn't too pretty.
 Now, let's talk about radical renewal. We're called to consistency in both good times and bad, mirroring Jesus's steadfast nature. Change is a concept we all rally behind, at least in theory. Politicians promise it, and we applaud, but when change manifests, it often leaves us unsettled. We claim to want God to do new things, but the upheaval that comes with renewal can be daunting. When God moves to bring about change, it might not align with our comfort zone.
 Change isn't just external; it often starts within us. It can be a humbling process, a daily act of repentance, a constant adjustment to align closer with God's will. And yes, it might mean facing the uncomfortable truth in a marital spat, where an apology becomes a daily ritual, not just for specific transgressions but as a recognition of our continuous need for grace and understanding.
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