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  DON’T DISTURB A SLEEPING DOG!




  Clever crimes also get detected and punished.




   




  A NOVEL BY




   




  R.Jonnavittula




  Chapter 1. Arohga’s Transformation




  Urtivas, where Raknas made a small fortune in business, was the capital of Suris. He was a student in the school where Bocaj was a teacher; recently Arohga joined the school as a teacher. He was not only intelligent and efficient but he was also a good organizer. He looked like a simpleton, dressed in old fashioned clothes and spoke no more than a few words. That year, the school invited Raknas to be the chief guest at the school Annual Day Celebrations. Arohga was in charge of the organization and management of the celebrations. Raknas was impressed by Arohga’s quiet efficiency. Recently Raknas was charged heavy penalty for not paying adequate Income Tax on his business profits. He was planning to declare insolvency to his present business and to start a new business with the money he managed to conceal from the authorities. This time he wanted to run and control the business making a pliable person its nominal owner. Arohga appeared fit to play that role. In every country and in all ages, teachers were poorly compensated. Raknas spoke to Arohga and asked him if he would be willing to come to Urtivas and work for him; he was promised double his present salary.




   




  A: That would be wonderful but I know nothing about any business.




   




  R: That doesn’t matter! I am sure that an intelligent person like you can learn fast on the job.




   




  A: … If you are prepared to put up with my inadequacy, I shall give it a try.




   




  Raknas worked out the details and brought into existence “Progressive Enterprises” (P.E.). It was registered under the name of Arohga as its sole owner and Chief Executive Officer. Privately, he promised to work under Raknas and to follow all his instructions, as the Managing Director of the company. This arrangement worked smoothly for a few years; Arohga gained proficiency in running the P.E. He also mastered the devious devices that Raknas had been employing; all the business was carried out in the name of Arohga. He made his intellectual inputs in the name of Raknas and remained faithful to his word; irrespective of his own opinions he followed every instruction of Raknas. The company soon made a fortune; from lessons learnt from his previous experience, Raknas succeeded in diverting most of the profits from the notice of the government.




   




  Puru was an island state which remained neutral politically and maintained good relations with a number of countries including Suris. Puru had liberal banking laws; banks were not required to disclose the details of an account, maintained under a code consisting of numbers and letters, except to the account holder. Transactions of monies of various countries were accepted. Puru government’s income mainly consisted of taxes collected from the banks; they also enjoy many other advantages. However, only citizens of Puru were authorized to open and run such banks; Puru Supreme Court had the authority to examine and question any transaction but it rarely interfered. The banks were required to submit an accurate statement of their earnings every January. The punishment for tax evasion was swift and heavy. Because the taxation rates were modest, people and banks generally honored the law. The government had a right to examine all transactions of a bank, in confidence but this right had never been used. Arohga continued to remain spineless and faithful to his word and won the confidence of Raknas who was happy to enjoy the benefits without responsibility. He began to increasingly depend on Arohga. Income saved from the notice of the government, was deposited in a Puru bank in Arohga’s name.




   




  P.E. rose to the status of one of the few prosperous companies in Urtivas. One day Arohga’s former colleague, Bocaj went to meet him. The friends were very happy to meet and to exchange news, each at the other person’s end. Then Bocaj revealed the main purpose of his visit; he said “Arohga! I can see that you have prospered and are in a senior position of a reputed company. I have actually come to seek a favor from you.”




   




  A: Oh, come on! Don’t be so formal with me. Don’t hesitate to tell me what you want.




   




  B: … You remember Nomis?




   




  A: Of course, I do. How can I forget your son and my student? … What is he doing now?




   




  B: He is now a graduate; he has been looking for a good job for the past six months but could not succeed… I have come to ask you whether it would be possible for you to offer him a job in your organization.




   




  Suddenly, Arohga became silent and contemplative.




   




  B: … Please don’t bother if you have some impediment.




   




  After a brief silence Arohga began to speak. “Bocaj! All the wealth and prosperity you are seeing here are built on fraud and deceit of the government and the public; the company is as stable as a bubble of soap water; it is colorful and attractive while it lasts. Once the suspicion of the government is aroused, the bubble will burst, leaving no trace! What you are seeing is not the good old moral God-fearing Arohga; this is a polluted crook playing the role of an instrument in the hands of the devil named Raknas… Do you want to sacrifice Nomis also to this devil?”




   




  B: No Arohga no! Neither I nor Nomis would like to be associated with such a company… How are you able to continue in this environment, Arohga?




   




  A: That is a good question… In the beginning I did not realize it; by the time I realized, it was too late. Now it is a ride on the tiger. I can’t dismount casually; I have to plan and withdraw carefully.




   




  B: I am dismayed to hear about your actual state Arohga! May God show you the way and give you the strength to reform yourself.




   




  Arohga had been following every instruction of Raknas; however in the recent past, he began to examine his actions. He realized that he had been pulling the chestnuts from fire for the benefit of Raknas and was living a slave’s life. He began feeling disgusted with the life he was leading and wondered if he needed to continue leading such a life… The taste of wealth was not something whose influence could be easily discarded. He saw two routes he might take. He decided to become independent of Raknas; one route was to return to his teaching profession and the other was to prove that he can refine Raknas’s techniques and become a smarter crook. Inukas was Raknas’s trusted spy who used to pass on the sensitive information from sister companies, gathered by him. This helped P.E. gain several government contracts and tenders. When Arohga discovered the spy he began training Inas secretly as Arohga’s confidential spy.




   




  After leaving necessary instructions to Arohga, Raknas used to spend his time visiting different places of interest in the world, along with his wife Inav and daughter Urap. Droh was reputed to be the wealthiest country which had several places of tourist interest. Raknas planned a one week visit along with Inav and Urap. According to the usual practice, he gave Arohga detailed instructions regarding the works in progress.




  There were a few minor projects which had to be attended to. There was one important tender worth one million Suris dollars. “Eminent Enterprises” (E.E.) was the closest of their competitors. Inukias managed to obtain their proposed quotation and gave it to Arohga; Inas also obtained and submitted the same information; he made an interesting suggestion.




  I: … Sir, I would like to make a proposal.




  A: Let us hear it!




  I: What the E.E. proposed to submit is in fact the minimum cost for the project. Of course, with the information with us, we can underbid and win the contact. I feel that it would be profitable for both E.E and P.E. if we cooperated rather than competed.




  A: How?




  I: I know Mr. Oyam, the Chief Managing Director of E.E. I can arrange your secret meeting with him. Both of you can come to an understanding about who would get any big government contract or tender. If both of you can continue to be bound by the understanding both of you can submit proposals for inflated amounts, raising profits for both P.E. and E.E.




  A: That is a wonderful idea! … Do you think Oyam would be willing to cooperate?




  I: Why not sir! … If I have your permission, I will talk with Mr.Oyam.




  A: Go ahead! Good luck!




  Arohga and Oyam met and came to an agreement to loot the government jointly. As a gesture of goodwill, Arohga offered the present tender of one million Suris dollars to Oyam. In fact it was no goodwill gesture at all; Arohga knew that a tender for construction of a dam across the only River Saras in Suris, worth two million was due to be issued soon!




  The present tender was awarded to E.E. As soon as Raknas returned from his pleasure trip, Inukas complained to him that in spite of giving all confidential information about E.E., Arohga lost the valuable tender! Raknas became very angry and began abusing Arohga who was still in a dilemma about his course of action and of its timing.




  R: I have been training you for the past several months; even a fool could have learnt the tricks of our enterprise by now! I did not realize that I brought not only a fool but also a blockhead from the school!




  A: We have been underbidding E.E. earlier because we too could make a smaller profit, even with our quotes. This time, E.E.’s bid was the barest minimum. If we made a lower bid and wanted to make a profit, we would have been forced to dilute quality to a dangerous level…




  R: --So what? We can always transfer the blame to the suppliers of the materials. Our only concern should be to make a profit from every deal by hook or by crook. Promises made, morality or consideration for public benefit should not cloud our vision or block our actions… You should take care only to be out of law’s reach… You have lost a valuable tender; you seem to be unfit for the job. We have to look for a replacement.




  A: Please Mr.Raknas! Let me have another chance; I will justify your faith in me.




  R: Nonsense! We have lost a prestigious tender because of your inefficiency! I can’t bear this loss and this humiliation!




  A: Please sir! I request you to trust me…




  Inav who was with Raknas, intervened; “—Alright, Arohga! Just one more chance! Prove yourself or quit.” Raknas did not like her interference but kept quiet.




  A: Thank you madam; thank you Mr.Raknas! I will soon prove myself.




  When they were alone, Raknas asked Inav why she wanted to retain Arohga. She answered “Can we ever get a simpleton, more obedient and more faithful than Arohga?”




  The P.E developed a close rapport with Natlus, ruler of a small oil rich Arab country, Wazit. Because all transactions were done in the name of Arohga, his family and he were invited by Natlus for the marriage of his son, Prince Ludba. Urap and Inav were keen to go to Wazit as royal guests and persuaded Raknas to manage to do the needful. He made Arohga apologize to Natlus for his inability to leave Urtivas at that time because of his committed engagements; he requested Natlus to permit him send as his representative, Raknas their Managing Director. Arohga also promised to pay a visit as soon as possible.




   




  Arohga was annoyed that Raknas compelled him to surrender his opportunity to go to Wazit; he complied because he did not quite make up his mind about his future course of action. After Raknas thundered against him even without giving him an opportunity to explain his action, he came to a decision. He looked like a simpleton but he was very intelligent and clever; he was responsible for P.E’s prosperity, although the devious means adopted were those of Raknas. Now Arohga decided to demonstrate what he was capable of doing and to show Raknas his place. Arohga felt that Raknas’s one week visit to Wazit provided an excellent opportunity for both.




   




  The long awaited promised aid from Droh to Suris for the construction of a dam across River Saras materialized. Ivar the ruler of Suris was very happy and thanked Narak the President of Droh profusely. Ivar wanted the dam to be the showpiece of pride for Suris; he also wanted its construction by a local organization as quickly as it could be done.




   




  This was the very opportunity Arohga had been waiting for. He started preparations long ago; he contacted engineers experienced in construction of such dams in Droh and they promised to help him in the dam construction in Suris. He requested the engineers, with their assisting technical personnel to come to Urtivas and to work for P.E. for six months to prepare a project report and to train local engineers to carry out the construction work after the team left. He shifted P.E. to a larger premises; he got rooms specially furnished for Arohga, the Chief Executive Officer, Raknas; the Managing Director and for the invited technical staff. Because all legitimate profits of P.E. were deposited in a local bank and all illegitimate profits were deposited in a secret account in Puru, both in Arohga’s name, he generously withdrew money for all expenses. Finally, one day before Raknas returned, all the other employees of P.E., including Inukas, were dismissed and replaced by fresh staff. Arohga also decided to change his appearance of a spineless simpleton. He now looked like a smart stylish and intelligent executive.




   




  After returning from Wazit, Raknas went to the old premises of P.E.; he was surprised to find it locked. He saw a notice which gave the new address of the company; he didn’t understand when and why the change was made. He was furious that the change occurred without his knowledge or consent. He rushed to the new premises and tried to dash into CEO’s office. Noep who was at the entrance intervened and said “The CEO is busy; do you have an appointment sir?”




   




  R: Who the devil are you to stop me from entering my own room??




   




  He pushed Noep out of his way and forced his entry into the room. Trying to catch up with him, Noep also entered. Raknas was stunned to see the changed person of Arohga but soon recovered. Arohga who was sitting in the CEO’s seat looked at them and said “It is alright, Noep, please let him in; you have not met him earlier. He is our Managing Director, Mr.Raknas.”




  N: I am sorry sir; I didn’t know who you were.




  A: That’s alright Noep; you may go now. (Turning to Raknas) Please take your seat Mr.Raknas!




  Raknas angrily dropped into the chair shown as he thundered “What is all this, Arohga??”




  A: (Coolly) Reality.




  R: (In the same tone) What?




  A: Cool down Mr.Raknas! Before you left for Wazit, you gave me a momentous sermon… I have decided to put it into operation; that’s all!




  R: (Astonished) What sermon?




  A: Your words are still ringing in my ears. Really, you enlightened me with the secret of success.




  R: Did I??




  A: I can’t believe that your memory is so poor… I will repeat your advice to me. You said “Our only concern should be to make a profit from every deal by hook or by crook. Promises made, morality or consideration for public benefit should not cloud our vision or block our actions… You should take care only to be out of law’s reach.”




  Raknas became speechless and motionless.




  A: You called me inefficient and felt that I was useless. I wanted to dispel your misconception and establish myself… According to our original agreement, I am the owner and CEO of P.E.; I have made the changes that I felt were necessary. You will receive the same salary and enjoy the same perks assigned to the MD. A list of MD’s duties and responsibilities and the details of the staff who work under the MD are placed on MD’s table. Let me also tell you a few other things. As I promised you, I am going to win for P.E. the contract worth two million Suris dollars for the construction of a dam across river Saras. This shall be done by my team without any assistance or interference from you, Inukas or anyone else of your present or previous staff… Please remain within the boundaries indicated for you.




  Raknas continued to remain like a frozen statue in the chair. After a while, Arohga called Noep in and said “Please escort Mr.Raknas to the new room for the MD.”




  

  Chapter 2. Consolidation And Disappointment




  Arohga took up the Saras Dam project as a challenge of his career; he associated himself closely with the preparation of the project report. He also gained knowledge of various engineering and construction aspects of the project. After working feverishly for four months, a project report with cost and time estimates was submitted to the government.




  Now Arohga was free from intense work till the result of his submission was known. He was aware of the value of personal contacts with prominent people. He decided to use the standing invitation of Natlus and went to Wazit for a brief visit to sustain his friendship with Natlus; Arohga assured that after completing the Saras project, he would pay a leisurely visit.




  Ivar did not want to take any chance; he knew that Suris did not have the expertise to judge the report. He sent a copy of the project report to Narak and requested him to get it examined by a team of experts. Narak sent a small team of experts to Urtivas. They studied the course of the river and the available data regarding the water flow in the river Saras during the different times of the year. The team was satisfied that the location of the dam was properly selected. Finally, the team had a meeting with Arohga in the presence of Ivar. Arohga clarified all technical issues raised by the team leader; he said “The cost estimate for the project seems to be a little high…”




  A: I agree. There are two reasons for it. We are taking up such a huge project for the first time in this country; I wanted to keep some margin for possible errors. We might require consulting foreign technical experts during any phase of the execution of the project. I have tried to be abundantly cautious.




  Arohga not only won the contract but also admiration of and contact with Ivar. Arohga was intelligent enough to try to develop that contact into friendship. For that, he had to win Ivar’s confidence for which Saras Dam project could be made a stepping stone. He planned to be honest and as economical as possible, while maintaining a high quality of work. The dam was ready in three years, almost six months earlier than estimated and well within the estimated cost. Arohga suggested that the dam be named after Ivar as the “Ivar Dam”. Ivar was very happy. A colorful function was planned for the inauguration of the dam and Narak was invited as the chief guest. He complimented Ivar for taking a first momentous step in building up the prosperity of Suris. He promised to continue to extend a helping hand and hoped that Suris would soon join the fraternity of democratic nations. It was well known that Droh was a large democracy and that it wanted to help spread democracy but Ivar did not imagine that Narak might use that forum to spread his country’s gospel. Almost all development in Suris was confined to Urtivas; Saras dam was the first real effort to boost the prosperity of the interior regions. Arohga became the de facto advisor to Ivar. E.E. was awarded the job of constructing the network of agricultural canal system but it was likely to take a couple of years. P.E. retained the hydroelectric project. These were expected to keep the hopes and aspirations of the south and southeastern portion of Suris buoyant. The northern portion of Suris was also clamouring for progress and Ivar had no idea how he could satisfy them. He knew that winds of democracy were blowing across the world and were influencing people living under monarchies like Suris. He also realized that Droh had begun silently using the familiar device of carrot and stick, to introduce democracy in Suris. Ivar was frightened to hear Narak’s concluding remark; Arohga noticed his fright.




  Citizens of Suris were hearing and learning about the prosperity of Droh and some other democratic countries and were beginning to believe that democracy was the only solution to raise their standards of life. People do not realize that competence and sustained hard work are essential for nation building. Political elements started exploiting the discontent of the population.




  Arohga met Ivar and told him that the tide of democracy was strong and virulent across the world and that people in monarchies like Suris had inflated expectations of its benefits. Arohga also warned that trying to inform and educate the population about the failures and the darker sides of democracy at that stage might be counterproductive. He advised Ivar that the best way would be to appear to be with the crowds, gain time and exploit them to our advantage. Ivar was convinced.




  Arohga came from northern Suris; it was barren and poor. There were some natural tanks at some places in the region around which some crops which required less water, were grown. There were two towns, Chandow and Japtu in the region. There was one university in each of these towns in addition to the larger one at Urtivas. Droh University situated at Katew was one of the well-known universities of Droh. If University of Droh agreed to open a foreign campus of that university in Suris, it would boost the prestige of Suris among the neighboring countries; if it was established at one of the northern towns, it would satisfy the aspirations of people of that region to some extent. If the parent university is prepared to provide the faculty for an initial period of three or four years, such a campus could be brought into existence within one year. The idea might also appeal to Narak because it would serve as a show piece of Droh and serve to attract the youth of Suris to Droh’s political model. Arohga took the proposal to Ivar and suggested that he request Narak for a campus of Droh University at Japtu. Ivar was impressed by Arohga’s analysis and his suggestion. He sent a request to Narak. He was very happy and was pleased with the prospect of the project’s possible benefits for the spread of his country’s political ideology. Narak gave his consent and the first foreign campus of Droh University at Katew was established at Japtu within a year.




  When people begin to see government’s efforts for improving public prosperity and nation building, their appetites become whetted for a faster pace of action. Political parties stepped up their agitation and they claimed that such a gigantic task would be possible only for a popular government. Of course, each political party had its own philosophy and its own model for a ‘Popular government’. Arohga advised Ivar that it was the right time to announce a democratic model of his choice for the country. Ivar had been exercising his unrestricted power as he liked; now he was afraid that all his power might be lost, whatever model was suggested and confided his fear to Arohga.




  A: It was precisely for the same reason that I am asking you to surprise the public and win the initiative. Once you yourself offer democracy, you would have stolen the wind out of the political propaganda sails against you.




  I: … Alright… how is it going to help me?




  A: Wait a minute! Let us go step by step, discuss all aspects and make a foolproof plan… Can we be frank with each other?




  I: Of course.




  A: I am contemplating an elaborate plan. We have to start a political party… Do you have any dependable, well-wisher friend or relative?




  I: Why? Aren’t you one?




  A: Of course, I am. We need some more.




  I: … My uncles Uhar and his son Tuek are my relatives; they are keeping their distance from me but I think we can take them into our confidence.




  I: Good! We shall involve them at a suitable time. My idea is to form a political party called “Democratic Party” with one of them as president and the other as secretary… You must make an announcement that you are making preparations to usher in a democratic form of government for Suris as soon as possible but not later than a year. Simultaneously, you should appoint a ‘Constitution Sponsor’, a body with five or six members to propose an interim constitution under which the first elections would be held. The first Suris parliament would finalize the constitution. We would need some more people for this initial constitution making body. You should take care that the chairman would be our man and would protect our interests.




  I: That is easy. I can appoint you as the chairman…




  A: -No sir! I have neither the competence nor the inclination for such a job. If I have a suggestion to protect your interest, I can always inform the body through you. I would like to remain your unofficial technical advicer and to attend to my business.




  I: So you are already thinking of distancing yourself from me!




  A: Oh no sir! I want to keep myself away from time consuming avocations because I want to devote my time and attention in managing your election campaign and to make you the ruler of Suris in the democratic setup also.




  I: I shall be very much obliged to you, dear friend! …But what if we don’t offer democracy forever; then I can continue to rule till the end of my life.




  A: (Smiling) It is an idle dream sir; the tide of democracy is building up fast. It will soon get unmanageable. Then you would be swept out of power and office. My advice was to forestall such an eventuality and make the best of a bad bargain.




  I: … Perhaps, you are right.




  A: Please open your eyes and read the writing on the wall. People’s opinions and attitudes are fickle and tend to change for frivolous reasons; therefore often, elections become unpredictable. Because our people are new to democracy and elections, I am almost confident that with your cooperation, we can clinch the first elections.




  I: What about the subsequent elections?




  A: They become a lot more difficult to win… Victory depends on several factors and perhaps, we can be successful. It would be difficult to predict what the political situation in the country would be like, at that time… At this time we should concentrate on winning this election and on providing good governance.




  I: Yes, of course.




  A: Let us talk about the ‘Constitution Sponsor’. We should adopt a form roughly similar to that of Droh, where people elect a President who shall be the head of the state; he should be authorized to appoint ministers to assist him. The terms of office of the President and the Parliament vary in different democracies; we should keep the term five years.




  I: Why not make the term ten or twelve years?




  A: People will allege that we are trying to preserve monarchy under a different name and would reject it. No democracy has a term of more than five years for its elected members; in Droh the president is elected every four years.




  I: Oh, I see!




  A: In Droh, a President can hold office for a maximum of two consecutive terms.




  I: That is only a total of eight years!!




  A: Yes it is but one could contest for that position after a lapse of one term.




  I: So there is still some hope!




  A: At the beginning of this discussion, we agreed to be frank with each other… When monarchs delayed or resisted change, they were swept off into history; you should consider yourself lucky if you succeed in winning twice… You should prepare yourself mentally for that eventuality and plan to achieve your ambitions during that period only.




  I: I can see your point.




  A: … Let me also forewarn you that elections are an expensive affair. If I have to run your election campaign I must have your complete faith in me and your financial support.




  I: Rest assured, you will have both of them.




  A: I would like the Constitution Sponsor to make it a rule of a ‘Maximum of two terms’ applicable to every elected office. Such a rule would help reduce tensions, acrimonies and conflicts within and between political parties.




  I: My God! You have done a lot of homework!




  A: That is because I am committed to make you the first president of the Democratic Republic of Suris.




  I: I am very indebted to you for all that you are doing for me. I will speak with Uhar and Tuek and form the ‘Democratic Party’. I would constitute the body for proposing the interim constitution soon and have all your suggestions included. You are welcome anytime to meet me and advise me.




  A: Thank you sir! … Permit me to take your leave now sir.




  Ivar announced the ‘Constitution Sponsor’ and issued a declaration that Democratic form of government would be formed within one year. Citizens were pleasantly surprised. Political activity picked up momentum. “Democratic Party” was formed with Uhar as the president and Tuek as the secretary. The party proposed Ivar as its presidential candidate and named Arohga as the chief of the Election Campaign.




  Arohga was a capable organizer; he toured the length and breadth of the country well in advance and prepared a blueprint for election campaign. He met several local leaders and enlisted their affiliation into and support for their party. He used money and every other means to convince and buy their support. Most people did not see Ivar, Uhar or Utek. Because Arohga travelled extensively and addressed meetings throughout the country, people began to identify him with the party. Gradually he began to nurse political ambitions. He was sure that after becoming President of Suris, Ivar would reward him with the offer of the position of the Prime Minister; he planned to live a decent life and work towards the motherland’s development and prosperity.




  Elections were held as scheduled. Thanks to the efforts of Arohga, Ivar won a splendid victory. Party cadres and other citizens had no doubt that Arohga would be named the Prime Minister and were awaiting the announcement.




  Arohga was the first to visit and congratulate the President. Ivar replied “I am indebted to you for this victory and this office of the President. I will always remain grateful to you for all that you did for me.”




  Although Ivar decided to make Arohga the Prime Minister, Ivar did not make a mention of it; he wanted it to be a surprise gift. Soon after Arohga left, Uhar and Tuek went to congratulate Ivar. After that formality was completed they began to talk about the real purpose of their visit. Ivar’s father Tariv who became the king according to tradition, was elder to Uhar; he was annoyed and felt that it was utterly unjust but could do nothing about it. Tariv was aware that Uhar was disgruntled; he was kept at a safe distance from the government. A disgruntled person would be cleverer and cunning and would be waiting for an opportunity to take revenge. Arohga was naïve enough to believe that Ivar’s relatives would be protective of his interests but they were planning to use the opportunity to stealthily enter the seat of power and eventually capture power.
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