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Introduction

	"Listen to the wind blow, watch the sun rise." These words, sung with a hauntingly beautiful voice, captured the hearts and souls of millions. Stephanie Lynn Nicks, known to the world as Stevie Nicks, was more than just a singer, songwriter, and producer; she was a living legend. Born on May 26, 1948, in Phoenix, Arizona, Stevie Nicks would go on to shape the landscape of rock music in ways that few could ever dream of.

	As a young girl, Stevie showed an early affinity for music. She was drawn to the ethereal melodies and poetic lyrics that would become the hallmark of her career. Little did she know that her destiny was intertwined with a fellow musician named Lindsey Buckingham. The two embarked on their musical journey together, forming a duo that would eventually find its way into the annals of rock history.

	But in those early years, success eluded them. The venues were small, the audiences modest, and the record deals scarce. It was a time of struggle, both for Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham. They were searching for their unique sound, their place in the world of music.

	Then, in 1975, fate stepped in. Stevie Nicks received an invitation that would forever change her life. She was asked to join Fleetwood Mac, a British-American rock band with a storied past and an uncertain future. Little did she know that this would be the turning point in her career.

	With Nicks as a part of Fleetwood Mac, the band's trajectory soared to unimaginable heights. Their second album together, "Rumours," became an instant classic, selling over 120 million copies worldwide and earning a 20× platinum certification in the United States alone. The music world had never seen anything quite like it. Stevie Nicks had found her place, and her voice resonated with millions.

	But Stevie Nicks was not content to rest on her laurels. In 1981, while still an integral part of Fleetwood Mac, she embarked on a solo career with the release of her debut album, "Bella Donna." The album not only topped the Billboard 200 chart but also achieved multiplatinum status, establishing her as a formidable force in her own right.

	Her solo success was nothing short of remarkable. Over the years, Stevie Nicks released eight studio albums, each showcasing her distinctive style and storytelling prowess. Alongside her work with Fleetwood Mac, she contributed to the sale of 65 million records in the United States alone.

	The world took notice of Stevie Nicks' undeniable talent. Rolling Stone magazine bestowed upon her the title of the "Reigning Queen of Rock and Roll" after the release of her first solo album. She was further honored by being named one of the 100 Greatest Songwriters and Singers of All Time by the same iconic publication.

	Stevie Nicks' songs, whether with Fleetwood Mac or as solo hits, have etched themselves into the fabric of music history. Tracks like "Landslide," "Rhiannon," "Dreams," and "Edge of Seventeen" continue to resonate with audiences of all ages, standing as timeless classics.

	Her accolades include eight Grammy Award nominations and two American Music Award nominations as a solo artist. With Fleetwood Mac, she clinched a Grammy Award for Album of the Year in 1978 for "Rumours," solidifying her place in the pantheon of musical greats.

	Today, several of her albums are featured prominently on the "Greatest of All Time Billboard 200 Albums" chart by Billboard, and "Rumours" consistently ranks high on Rolling Stone's list of the greatest albums of all time. Stevie Nicks had not only left an indelible mark on the world of rock music but also carved out a legacy that would stand the test of time.

	In this biography, we will journey through the life and career of Stevie Nicks, tracing the highs and lows, the triumphs and tribulations, of a woman whose voice has left an indelible mark on the soundtrack of our lives. Join me as we unveil the story behind the music, the dreams, and the enigmatic spirit of Stevie Nicks.

	Turn the page and let the music begin.

	 


Chapter 1

	Early life and the Goya Guitar Gift

	Stephanie Nicks, lovingly known as "Stevie," came into this world at Good Samaritan Hospital in Phoenix, Arizona. She was born to Jess and Barbara Nicks, a couple whose ancestral roots span German, English, Welsh, and Irish heritage.

	Aaron Jess "A.J." Nicks Sr., Stevie's grandfather, led her on her musical journey at a young age. By the tender age of four, he had already taught her to sing enchanting duets. Her mother, with a protective nature, kept her close to home, instilling in Stevie a deep affection for fairy tales that would resonate throughout her life.

	As a young toddler, Stephanie struggled to pronounce her own name, resulting in the endearing nickname "Stevie." It stuck with her, becoming an integral part of her identity.

	Growing up, Stevie's family embarked on frequent relocations due to her father's role as vice president of Greyhound. This nomadic lifestyle took them from Phoenix to Albuquerque, El Paso, Salt Lake City, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. It was during these formative years that Stevie's passion for music flourished. At the age of 16, armed with a Goya guitar gifted on her birthday, she penned her first song, titled "I've Loved and I've Lost, and I'm Sad but Not Blue." Stevie's insatiable desire for music consumed her teenage years as she immersed herself in a world of records and created her own melodic universe.

