
      
         
            
               [image: coveringles.jpg]
            

         

      

   


Artur Mas





PER UNA CASA GRAN DEL CATALANISME



EDITORIAL BASE


Barcelona













      
         
            Introducció d’Agustí Colomines
         

      

   
      
         
            Col·lecció Base Històrica 
         

         
            Primera edició: juliol del 2008
         

         
            Primera edició digital: octubre del 2010
         

         
            © Artur Mas 
         

         © de la introducció: Agustí Colomines
         

         
            © de les característiques d’aquesta edició: 
         

         EDITORIAL BASE 
         

         
            Carrer Breda, 7-9 · 08029 Barcelona 
         

         www.editorialbase.com 
         

         
            Producció editorial: Flor edicions, SL 
         

         
            Coordinació editorial: Santiago Sobrequés i Jaume Aubareda 
         

         
            Disseny de la coberta: Marc Herrando 
         

         
            ISBN de l'edició digital: 978-84-92437-96-2
         

         
            ISBN de l'edició impresa: 978-84-92437-03-0
         

         
            Dipòsit legal: B-31.002-2008 
         

         
            Imprès a A&M Gràfic 
         

         
            Enquadernat a Balmes
         

         
            Conversió digital: O.B. Pressgraf, S.L.
         

         
            Jaume Balmes, 52, bxs.
         

         
            08810 Sant Pere de Ribes
         

         
            Cap part d’aquesta edició, incloent-hi el disseny de la coberta, no pot ésser reproduïda, emmagatzemada o transmesa de cap manera ni per cap mitjà, tant si és electrònic com químic, mecànic, òptic, de gravació o bé de fotocòpia, sense la prèvia autorització de la marca editorial.
         

      

   





This book by the leader of Convergència Democràtica de Catalunya is both a reflection and a proposal. On the one hand, the author invites a rethinking of the historical course, scope and future of Catalanism at the start of a new century. And, on the other, conscious of the need to find a way out that will allow us to overcome the current phase of the autonomic project, he proposes the paths that, in the near future, must allow Catalonia to exercise the right to decide on its future. The work is also an invitation to seek out, through what he calls La Casa Gran del Catalanisme (The Meeting House of Catalanism), the maximum national consensus to make possible the advance of the country – both from a national point of view and that of the welfare state – towards a better future. This book is, therefore, one of the most solid conceptual contributions and proposals made in recent years by a Catalan leader holding a high political office.

Artur Mas is currently President of Convergència i Unió and Secretary General of Convergència Democràtica. Born in Barcelona in 1956, he is married to Helena Rakosnik and they have three children. He holds a degree in Economic and Business Sciences from the University of Barcelona. After varied responsibilities at the Government of Catalonia, he was a councillor at Barcelona City Council from 1987 to 1995, where he acted as spokesman on Economic Affairs, spokesman for the municipal group and President of the CiU group. He combined these responsibilities with different positions in the private sector. He has been a deputy at the Parliament of Catalonia since 1995, and was Minister for Territorial Policy and Public Works, Minister for Economy and Finance, Minister at the Presidential Department and Prime Minister of the Government of Catalonia.




Introduction: Constructing the Future 





On the occasion of the centenary of the publication, in the year 1907, of La Nacionalitat Catalan by Enric Prat de la Riba, I wanted to re-read the most influential work, together with Lo Catalanisme by Valentí Almirall, of classic Catalanism. I reached the conclusion that it is of very little relevance as its time has passed. The Catalonia of Prat de la Riba is nothing more than a shadow tenuously cast into the present. Prat’s Catalanist programme combined the industrialism and urbanisation of the country with the defence of the cultural and linguistic identity that had to materialise in the establishment of a broad political autonomy. Prat’s programme was, in this sense, a modernising proposal for the Catalonia of the 20th century, despite the tragic weeks, dictatorships or benevolent despotisms and wars — civil or African. As with all modernisation processes in any part of the world, the path has undoubtedly been troubled. But as in all times of change the struggle itself has been fundamental in guaranteeing the success of the project.

Despite the doubts it may provoke in some, I believe that Prat de la Riba’s political Catalanism — which was also a synthesis of the old federalism, culturalist nationalism and Carlist legal regionalism — was the victim of its own success. By this I mean that current reality shows us that most of the demands put forward more than one and half centuries ago have been superseded because they have been achieved, with all their possible limitations, or have waned. If we were to sum it up as a slogan, I have the impression that it would not be difficult to verify the success of at least 90% of the Catalanist programme based on “the industrialisation, urbanisation, democracy, autonomy and regeneration of Spain.” I will explain this further.

What I am arguing is that, today, the Catalan economy is more post-industrial than industrial; that the Catalunya ciutat (Catalonia city) project of the noucentistes is a territorially polycentric reality (to which should be added, if we refer to Catalanness as a whole, the power of cities such as Valencia and Palma); that democracy has finally managed to root itself as a lasting political system; and, finally, that autonomy, after so many years and the needs of the global world, has fallen short. Having come this far after the many traumas that have had to be overcome implies great merit, especially because the Civil War and the Franco period banished much of the Catalan intelligentsia who took the ideological lead to fulfil the programme I have just outlined. And Catalanism — the nationalist Catalanism, if you prefer, although there is no other —, which has been the great factor of modernisation since the mid-19th century, has historically represented the moderate power of Catalan politics.

The 10% of failure that I said before could be attributed to Prat’s Catalanist programme, but also to Almirall’s, is that which refers to the regeneration of Spain. Given that 20th century Catalanism never sought to control the state — in the way, for example, of the Italian Piedmontese unifiers —, the aim of the Catalan nationalists of Catalanising it became an objective which was much more difficult to implement. The Spanish state has been configured based on an undeniably centralist and Castilianising pattern. Like the centralist, bureaucratic and Jacobin passion of Spanish politics — whether in its liberal or conservative version —, neither the federalists in the style of Pi i Margall — who in this case did seek to control the state and not only did not achieve it but also failed spectacularly in the attempt — nor the regenerationist Catalanism achieved anything. Rather the contrary. This is undoubtedly the bitter aftertaste that has made the feeling that there is nothing to be done, that it is impossible to reform Spain, spread like wildfire. But one thing should not conceal the other, because if we attribute to Catalanism the aspiration of conquering the state (an aspiration that, as I have said, it has never had), then we will certainly not know how to decide upon the historical evaluation that must be made. And, despite everything, Catalanism promoted the modernisation of Catalonia following a classic and successful path — the British, if we compare it to another case — through economic development, political reformism and democratisation of society. And this is where we are now.

Catalanism has always been based on what we now call the right to decide: to decide what we are; to decide who we are and why we wish to continue being what we are; and to decide on the future. Catalanism, therefore, is rooted in democratic, defensive, peaceful, humanistic and social nationalism, which has historically helped the people — the working classes, if you prefer — to be aware of their oppression and of the need to overcome it. Catalanism is, therefore, a political movement that links history and culture with the political praxis of the democratic institutions. This is what Prat de la Riba and the young Catalanists of the early 20th century did to overcome the romantic attitudes of the culturalist nationalists of the 19th century. In this sense, Catalanism is the expression of the contract between the historical identity formed by a national culture and the civil identity founded on a set of rights and guarantees, which has allowed the assurance of the loyalty of the citizens in Catalonia to independence, whether they were born here or not. What we must now ask ourselves is whether this can still be expressed in the same way, bearing in mind the accelerated changes and the transformation of a Catalanness which is at present quite weakened.

Professor Joan Ramon Resina argues that nationalism is little more than the reduction of diverse loyalties to a political expression. However, the detractors of the nationalism of minorities usually identify it with movements that advocate ethnic cleansing and similar atrocities. These detractors of nationalism rarely blame these conflicts on the states and their unwillingness to integrate the internal cultural and national diversity. Moreover, in the last two decades there has been a reactionary turnaround of public opinion in relation to minorities. If at the height of the Cold War the struggles for national liberation in Algeria, Vietnam, Guinea, Mozambique or South Africa had the support of many Western intellectuals after the siege of Sarajevo, the massacres of Rwanda and the persistence of determined terrorist groups, this support has diminished greatly. Even worse, very few publicly contradict the criminalisation of political strategies of some national minorities that seek self-determination through democratic legitimisation by popular consent.

It is also true that Catalanism today is imbued with an idealism so excessive, so removed from reality, that some of its proposals even seem ridiculous. We spend the day feeding esoteric discussions although nobody knows how they will evolve into a clear public and political reality. A very clear example of what I am saying is the proposal to hold a referendum for independence, like it or not. How will this be done? Who will call it? What will be its legal basis? Does anyone believe that the UN or the EU will endorse such a process? I know that politicians often promise much more than they deliver, but we have the right to ask that they do not deceive us; that, without abandoning ideals, they offer us real possibilities. Wildly simplifying what, in fact, is very complex, is no more than the reflection of useless tactics. And what we need now is exactly the opposite. As Professor Daniel Innerarity points out, politicians, that sector of society that some day or other will form a government because the people will have elected them, ought to know how to approach this complexity and interpret it, drawing the appropriate conclusions. If a rhetorical Catalanism — merely propagandist, I mean — ends up substituting the real political Catalanism, which Prat’s programme made triumph, then we would really be lost. Because if this happens, it would be clear to everyone that it had ceased to be a factor of modernisation as it had been in the past.

If the echoes of Artur Mas’ speech — delivered in the Palau de Congressos de Catalunya on 20th November 2007 and reproduced in this book — can still be felt, it is precisely because it served to present a political proposal which matured some time ago and was linked with the voices that called for the re-updating of classic Catalanism, which also includes Jordi Pujol’s political vision. With this speech, Artur Mas sought to locate the argument over the future of Catalanism and of the right to decide where it was necessary to do so, beyond the political posturing and the tactical dealings that did so much damage, for example, during the preparation of the new Statute of Autonomy. The ideas that Mas set out that afternoon are offered, in contrast, as a working hypothesis for the regeneration of a Catalanism that must confront the process of globalisation, give continuity to the welfare state, assume policies of sustainability, manage cultural and identity diversity and promote the right to decide as a form of democratic regeneration.
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