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Chapter 1 Prologue
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Hyperaccumulator plants are capable of removing and storing large amounts of radioactive nuclear waste from the environment. These plants are often used in phytoremediation, a process of using plants to remove pollutants from the environment.
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Examples of hyperaccumulator plants include Sunflower, Thlaspi caerulescens, Pteris vittata, Stanleya pinnata, Vetiveria zizanioides and Euphorbia hirta. These plants have been used in the past to clean up the radioactive isotopes that were released during the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant accident in 1986.
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Additionally, some species of hyperaccumulator plants, such as Brassica juncea, have been shown to be effective at removing uranium from contaminated soil. Radioactive nuclear waste can be extremely dangerous to both humans and the environment. It has the potential to cause serious health problems and long-term environmental damage.
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