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CHAPTER I - WHAT IS

OCCULTISM?





VERY few of those who are

interested in occultism pause to ask themselves what occultism

really is. They may know that the word It occult" means

hidden, and that" esoteric," which is often used as its synonym,

means " for the few." If they put the two together, they may

conclude, and rightly, that occult science is really a branch of

knowledge which is hidden from the many and reserved for the few.

An immense mass of verbiage has gathered around the Sacred Science

since M.me Blavatsky drew back the curtain of the Sanctuary, and

the Theosophical Society sought to popularise the ancient Mystery

teaching. Imagination, freed from the bonds of proof, has had free

rein, and scoffers have found ample material that was legitimate

game for their comments. The pseudo-occultism of the present day,

with its dubious psychism, wild theorising, and evidence that

cannot stand up to the most cursory examination, is but the

detritus which accumulates around the base of the Mount of Vision.

All such worthless rubbish is not worth the powder and shot of

argument; in order to form a just estimate of the Sacred Science we

must study originals, and try to penetrate the minds of the great

mystics and illuminati whose works bear evidence of

first-hand knowledge of the supersensible worlds. Leaving aside all

theories and dogmatic teaching, we find a consensus of agreement On

certain matters of experience. There are states of consciousness

which transcend the normal, and when these states prevail, we can

discern forms of existence with which normally we have no contact.

All the seers are agreed on this point and we may take it as being

the fundamental experience from which occult science is derived.

There are universal traditions concerning superhuman beings who

taught occult science to the' remote ancestors of the races and

founded their civilisation; these statements, however, being

unverifiable according to the accepted rules of evidence, will be

put aside for the purpose of the present discussion, Let us then

concede,' as we cannot very well deny in face of the available

evidence, that the supernormal faculties of the human mind open up

to man a supernatural range of experience. It is the cumulative

supernatural experience of the ages, perceived by means of the

supernormal faculties sporadically developed in mankind, that forms

the subject-matter of occult science and the data for its

speculations. It is the sporadic development of the supernormal

faculties, however, that makes evidential proof a difficulty.

Natural science lays its evidence before the five physical senses

possessed by every normal human being; occult science makes

its appeal to the judgment of senses but rarely to be

found developed in human beings. The average man has tobase his

opinion in occult matters upon circumstantial evidence. Occult

science, like classical music, reserves itself for the few whose

training and natural gifts enable them to appreciate it. The

Philistine is unapproachable because there is no common standpoint

from which a start can be made. In these latter days, however,

there is a widespread occurrence of minor degrees of psychism. Many

people have had experiences which have set them thinking and asking

questions. They have glimpsed something outside the four walls of

our everyday life, and they ate no longer contented with the

statement that nothing exists save that which we habitually see. In

their quest they may follow the line of experimental

research, as the spiritualists have done; unearthing in the course

of their work a vast mass of phenomena of the supersensible states

of existence. Or, following another line of advance, they may ask

their questions of those who go to tradition for their explanation.

Until one studies the literature of the subject, one is utterly

unaware of its extent; it reaches from the oral traditions on the

one hand, through the mythologies developed and systematised in the

ancient literatures, to the writings of highly trained philosophers

whose speculations led them off beyond our bourne of time and

space. It must, however, always be kept in mind that occultism is

more than a philosophy or science: it is a vast range of

experience, and it is this body of experience that its speculations

seek to systematise and explain. We can define occultism as an

extensional psychology, for it studies certain little-known aspects

of the human mind and the mind side of Nature. Its findings,

rightly formulated and understood, fit in with what is already

established in psychology and natural science. This mutual

corroboration must be the test of occult science. There must be no

discrepancies between its findings' and those of natural

science upon such points as ,: natural science is in a position to

test. We must no longer content ourselves with wild statements of

psychic experiences in proof of which no shadow of independent

evidence can be offered. We must realise that if we are dealing

'with genuine phenomena) they will bear investigation. In seeking

to investigate these little known aspects of the mind, let us

remember that they have their technique, and unless we are prepared

to observe that technique we will no more obtain accurate results

than we should if the object of our study were bacteriology.

Occultism, however, is more than a science to be pursued

objectively; it provides also a philosophy of life derived from its

experiences, and it is this philosophical, or even religions

aspect, that attracts most of those who devote their lives to it.

Out of experience of the rare states of consciousness which it

studies comes a greatly changed attitude towards revealed religion,

for the seeker has now penetrated to the planes whence the

revelations come, and for him they have an entirely different

significance, and validity. He is no longer dependent upon faith,

he has had personal experience. and out of that experience he tends

to formulate a religious belief in which he himself aspires to

share in the work usually assigned to saints and angels as the

ministers and messengers of God. From time immemorial the training

and teaching of specially selected individuals have gone on with

that end in view, and the schools dedicated to that work are known

as the Mystery Schools. Experience of the rarer forms of natural

phenomena brings the conviction that their influences, in a subtle

and little-understood fashion, affect normal human life very much

more than is realised, especially in the spheres of disease and

therapeutics. But in addition to their teaching concerning the

nature of the invisible planes of existence, the Mystery Schools

teach the great fundamental doctrine of reincarnation, that is to

say, the oscillation of the soul between the seen and the Unseen.

This is a concept which changes our entire attitude towards life,

and on this point occultism has not only a philosophy, but a system

of ethics. To the man or woman dissatisfied with the conventional

explanations of a philosophy and a science limited to the evidence

of the five physical senses, occultism opens a rich vein of ore to

be had for the working. Its speculations throw light upon every

aspect of life; they explain much that, considered only from the

mundane aspect, is inexplicable, and they place religion upon a

basis of experience j not of blind belief. Those are the gifts that

are available for men through the opening of the Mysteries; an

opening which has been going on for the last fifty years, till now

the doors stand wide and beams of light shine out from within.







  
CHAPTER II

- IS OCCULTISM WORTH WHILE?





WHATEVER path in life a man may

have chosen for himself or have had forced upon him, there comes a

time when he looks back and asks himself whether it has been worth

while, when he looks ahead and asks himself whether it is right to

go on or had he better say (Mea culpa and retrace his steps? The

more sincere he is, the more faithful he is to the highest he

knows, the oftener will come the heart-searching which is the

highest tribute to Truth, a tribute infinitely higher than belief

or sacrifice. It has nothing in common with the wavering which is

the product of a lack of stamina, nor the abandonment of principles

which comes in the absence of real convictions; it is not the

product of weakness, but of strength, a strength that " Can make

one heap of all its winnings, And stake it on one turn of pitch and

toss " of an integrity which really believes that" There is no

religion higher than Truth" and is prepared to face martyrdom for

it, even that hardest of martyr.. dams which is received in the

house of one's friends. That which remains after such an acid test

of intellectual honesty may indeed be ranked as pure gold. and it

is such gold) bought at such a price. that is the standard of value

for our human life on this globe: by it every attainment and

revelation must be tested in our limited and relative world. It is

the Word made flesh among us. Those of us who have chosen the Path

of Occultism are even more in need of self-criticism than 'most

people) for we have chosen for our study a subject in which there

is no standard of criticism and in which each is a law unto

himself) claiming) if he be so minded, independent revelation from

sources beyond the judgment of human reason-a possession as

unsatisfactory as a private printing-press for bank-notes. We know

that revelations or, more truly realisations, come to human

consciousness, just as we know that bank-notes are legal tender,

but we must never forget that revelations and bank-notes further

resemble each other in that they have no value unless they

represent actualities. For a bank-note to have value it must be

redeemable in gold at any moment. For a revelation to have value it

must be valid in a spiritual crisis. Self-questionings are like a

trial balance which enables the banker to estimate his solvency. He

does not wait for a run on the bank to prove whether his gold

reserve is equal to his note issue. The revelations, the secret

traditional wisdom that never gets tested by impartial criticism,

the unknown powers all the mystery and imaginings that constitute

occult science, badly need such a periodical trial balance if they

are to maintain any semblance of solvency. When we look back upon

the history of occult science, the outlook is not encouraging. Why

is it that occultism has produced such a crop of charlatans and

few, if any, intellects of the first water? The grandeur of its

theories ennobles human life and enables us to see our fate and

acts in a perspective related to the cosmos; but is that glorious

back.. ground interstellar space or painted canvas? There is only

one test, to walk straight up to it and see whether the stones of

the Path are beneath one's feet or if one has simply torn one's way

into the sordid back premises of a theatre. Speaking for myself, I

essayed that experiment upon my first introduction to occult

science. In brilliant colours, books, lectures, and personal talks,

depicted occult arts and astral phenomena and a cosmogony of the

type of the elephant who stood upon a tortoise, and I saw at the

first glance that I was dealing with painted cloth and put my foot

through it to show my opinion of it. Then I used my knowledge of

psychology to enable me to go behind the scenes and penetrate into

the minds and motives of those who were staging the puppet-show I

had 'been invited to witness. I saw the wires that supported the

fairies and the machine that enabled the god to appear at the

critical moment; the manager with one eye on the box office, the

author, with a much revised manuscript; the producer in

consultation with the stage carpenter and limelight man; the actors

trying to synthesise their egos and their parts. Then I penetrated

deeper behind the scenes of the 'theatre; I saw the different

esoteric schools as .dressing-rooms in which the actors made up

for, their parts; I discovered the dirty and draughty stone

stairway by which they entered the theatre, and I descended it; I

issued forth by the stage door into the sordid purlieus of

theatre-land where men and women fought outside gin-palaces and

children sprawled in the dirt of the gutter, and there, lifting my

eyes for relief from the sordidness of it all, I saw above me the

very stars' in their remote and shining reality that had been

depicted upon the painted scenery of the theatre. Then, and then

only, did I see the significance of the drama and realise that it

was not an attempt to deceive but to portray and

I was glad to go in humility and gratitude to the front entrance

and pay the price of a seat that I might watch the interpretation

of life that was being represented therein. I had had my lesson and

learnt the function and limitation of a school of initiation. We

have to distinguish between the symbolic expression of abstract

ideas and the actual delineation of concrete objects. It is said of

the Mysteries that the candidate was led on from degree to degree

and shown more and more recondite symbols of the Godhead, and at

the end, when the final curtain was drawn aside, was revealed to

him an empty shrine and a voice whispered in his ear, H There is no

God." Whoever has penetrated behind the drop-scene. which is also

the Veil of the Temple, knows this to be true. There is no God of

Israel to fight for him in battle and snuff up the savour of burnt

offerings. "but-e-there is a Logos, and the nature of the Logos can

only be apprehended by those who can meditate in an empty shrine,

that is to say, can think without a symbol. The training of the

degrees is designed to teach the mind to rise to the abstract and

transcend thought. for it is only when thought ceases that

apprehension begins. No one can teach occult science who is not

able to draw aside the curtain and reveal the empty shrine, who

does not know that the occult doctrines are a system of algebra

that enables the mind to function beyond the range of thought.

Whoever thinks that the Planes and the Rays and the Hierarchy exist

in time and space is not an initiate and therefore cannot be an

initiator. The difference between the occultaster and the occultist

is that the former believes that the innermost shrine contains the

god, and the latter knows that the God is within him. The former

believes in revelation and the latter in realisation. The former

believes in a special message to himself from his Master, a special

mandate from Heaven; the latter knows that in God we live and move

and have our being. The former believes in the astral plane as

objective reality; the latter knows it to be objective imagination.

This does not mean, however, that the astral plane is non-existent,

but it does mean that it is the psychology of the

objective imagination which is the true study of the practical

occultist. This brings us back to the point from which we started.

Is occultism worth while? I t is just as much and as little worth

while as mathematics, to which it is precisely analogous. The

mathematician neither bakes a loaf nor digs a field, but his

science is the fundamental basis of knowledge to whose terms all

things must be reduced for final and accurate expression. What

mathematics are to matter and force, occult science is to life and

consciousness, there is possible no final expression or synthesis

without the use of its peculiar methods. Therefore I maintain that

it is worth while, and am satisfied that. the time I have spent in

its pursuit has not been wasted. But, on the other hand, I maintain

that some occult systems I have met with are not worth while.

Though an initiatory system may justly be likened to a theatre, the

teaching it conveys may not only be likened to such a playas

Hamlet, but to such another as Sweeny todd, the Denton

Barber of Fleet Street. People who would sit enthralled

through one of these plays would walk out in the first act of the

other. Ninety per cent of the books on occultism are conceived in

the spirit and written in the manner of the penny gaff; they offend

the taste of any educated person. As long as the occult doctrines

are presented in such a guise they can never command the respect of

those whose respect is worth having. There must always, it is true,

be milk for babes and strong meat for strong men, but there is no

need to accept silliness for simplicity, or intellectual confusion

for' profound wisdom. Large chunks of unverified and unverifiable

statements and a thick treacly smear of sentimental humanitarianism

are the mixture from which all too many esoteric books are

compounded, and they make one ashamed to call oneself an occultist.

Such a book as The Ancient Wisdom commands respect as a

literary production even from those who do not accept its

conclusions, but some of the utterances that have been given to the

world in the name of Occult Science are simply in execrable taste

and would disgrace a patent medicine. We must remember that the

Sacred Science only exists on this plane in the consciousness of

its students; cosmic law .and occult doctrine, as we know them, are

only human conceptions of that which transcends any powers of

direct perception possessed by the incarnated ego, and can be no

more than an approximation, an attempt to conceive with the aid of

a symbol that which in itself is unthinkable. There is no Royal

Road to initiation, but only the path worn by many wandering feet.

Up this we must struggle as best we may with for our guide none

other than our highest realisation, and if the light that is in us

be darkness, how great is that darkness? An order or fraternity

upon the physical plane is what we make it; the Masters upon the

astral planes are what we conceive them to be. It is only through

human consciousness that Spirit can work upon the plane of matter.

The astral plane is simply thought into existence and thought out

of existence by the composite imagination of the globe, and we are

freed from its dominion when we realise its subjective nature.

Occult science, rightly understood, teaches us to regard all things

as states of consciousness, and then shows us how to gain control

of consciousness subjectively; which control, once acquired, is

soon reflected objectively. By means of this conscious control we

are able to manipulate the plane of the human mind. It is a power

that is neither good nor evil in itself but only as it is

used. The initiate of the Right-hand Path, dedicated to the service

of God, conceives that it should be used solely for the purpose of

bringing human consciousness to an awareness of God in all that

that implies when understood in its fullest significance. He uses

his knowledge of the mind to make it the instrument of the Spirit,

in contradistinction to the initiate of the Left-hand Path, who

uses his knowledge of the mind to make it the servant of his

passions. Occultism can never be an end in itself nor a mere

satisfaction of intellectual curiosity, but the most potent weapon

in the hands of the intellect. Is it worth while for men of

goodwill to learn to handle this terrible two-edged sword? It is

not only worth while, but essential for the safety of the race, for

so many men of ill-will have learnt to handle it. When one sees

what can be done by the. misuse of the knowledge of the hidden side

of things, one feels that no sacrifice is too great, no risk too

dangerous, to enable one to stand in the breach

between the Powers of Darknessand their innocent victims. Therefore

it is that there will always be found souls who will think it worth

while to make the Great Sacrifice which is Initiation, and to offer

the dedication of the self to the service of the Powers of Light in

order that these Powers may be able to manifest on the planes of

form through the channel which the human consciousness can open to

them.







  
CHAPTER III - THE DEEPER

ISSUES OF OCCULTISM





WHAT is occultism? This is a

question we may very well ask if we intend to devote time and

trouble to its pursuit. Are we to content ourselves with tales of

haunted houses, accounts of telepathy among primitive peoples, and

research. into the esoteric literature of the past? These things

certainly have their value; all available occult phenomena should

be carefully investigated, not only for the sake of obtaining

knowledge, but also for the sake of unmasking charlatans, and the'

results obtained by investigators in the past are of the greatest

value for counterchecking the results we are obtaining at the

present day. But is this enough? Is our attitude towards occult

science to be the same as our attitude towards the classical

languages, in which we admire the masterpieces of antiquity but

ourselves produce no living literature in the present? We know that

the Mysteries exercised a profound influence on the ancient

civilisations, and that some of the noblest men of all races were

inspired by them and regarded them with reverence and awe. Are the

phenomena we call occult merely those of the seance room on a

larger scale, Of, in addition to the little-known laws of Nature

whose operations we seek to penetrate is there an energising

spiritual influence such as raised the consciousness of the

initiates of old and gave them a deeper understanding of their

gods? Let us consider the phenomena which may justly be described

as occult, or hidden in their working and nature. Ectoplasm,

psychometry, clairvoyance in all its forms, telepathy, the

variousfonns of divination, which are far from being altogether

delusive, mystic experiences, conversion, trance and rapture;

hypnotism, suggestion, and autosuggestion, the survival of bodily

death, and last, but not least, certain forms of mental

disease-s-all these things are hidden in their nature, not amenable

to ordinary scientific methods of investigation with instruments of

precision, and legitimately form the field of investigation of

occult science. There is, however, another aspect to

occult science as well as its scientific side, and that is the

realm of inner experience which its practical application as an art

opens up. The gateway into the Unseen can be found by the practical

application of its principles, and those who care to fulfil the

conditions, and take the risk may adventure therein. The powers

that the ancient rituals invoked still remain and are not very far

to seek for those who combine knowledge, faith, and courage. . If,

however, we desire to essay this adventure, we should remember that

the ancient rituals were used as part of a religious system, and

that no initiate of the ancient Mystery Schools would ever have

dreamed of experimenting with them to satisfy his curiosity or love

of the marvellous; he approached them with reverence after strict

discipline of , character and severe tests of fitness. It was when

the lofty ideals fell into abeyance that phallicism and black magic

began. . If we 'want to penetrate into the deeper issues of

occultism it is not enough that we should approach it out of

intellectual curiosity; this will reveal us no more than its outer

form. The Occult Path is not so much a subject of study as a way of

life. Unless the element of devotion and sacrifice be present, the

key will not turn in the lock that opens the door of the Mysteries.

Unless we approach the Sacred Science as did the initiates of old,

we shall not find in it what they found. I t is not enough that we

work for its secrets as men work for the prizes of their

profession; ,we must live for it as men live for a spiritual

ideal.: There is only one motive that will take us safely through

the labyrinth of astral experience,-the desire for light on the

path of spiritual development that ends in Divine Union. This was

the goal of the Mysteries in their noblest form, and it is only by

seeking the same goal that we shall be able to enter into them in

their higher aspect. Occult science is a very potent thing, and

many people are protected in their researches therein by their own

ineptitude; did they succeed in some of the operations they

undertake, their natures, unpurified and undisciplined, would be

shattered by the result. It is only because no power comes through

that no disaster follows. If we desire safely to investigate the

Mysteries, we must first approach them under their nobler aspect as

part of a system of spiritual regeneration, and only after we have

submitted to their discipline and offered the dedication of the

lower self to the purposes of the higher, and had that

dedication accepted, can we safely study the magical aspects

of occultism which usually attract the unenlightened. Our

intellectual questionings can only find their resolution in

spiritual illumination. Occult science, rightly understood, is the

link between psychology and religion; it gives the means of a

spiritual approach to science} and a scientific approach to the

spiritual life. The experiences to which it admits us, rightly

understood, form a stairway from rational brain-consciousness,

dependent on the five physical senses, to the direct apprehensions

of spiritual intuition. Occultism can never be an end in itself, it

does but open up a wider horizon that ever recedes as we approach

it; we are still in the realms of appearance. Nevertheless

it can be an invaluable means to many ends. A knowledge of its

philosophy can give a clue to the researches of the scientist and

balance to the ecstasies of the mystic; it may very well be that in

the possibilities of ritual magic we shall find an invaluable

therapeutic agent for use in certain forms of mental disease ';

psycho-analysis has demonstrated that these have no physiological

cause, but it can very seldom effect a cure. It is here that the

occultist with his knowledge of the hidden side of things can teach

the psychologist a very great deal. Occultism is a Sacred Science

and should be approached with reverence. Straight is the gate and

narrow the way that leads to its holy places and few there be that

find it. The Angel with the.Flaming Sword still guards the gate of

the Mysteries, and it is not wise to expose our souls to that force

until we have purified them and are sure that we can give the right

pass-word when it is demanded of us. There comes a time in the

experience of every student of occult subjects, provided he is

sufficiently interested in them, when the ideas that occupy his

mind begin to affect him; and the Unseen World of which he has read

is slowly rising above the horizon of consciousness and the subtle

is becoming tangible. He will find himself in a veritable No Man's

Land of the mind, and he must do one of two things, and do it

quickly. He must either bolt back into his body like a rabbit down

its hole, or he must press on and open up the higher consciousness.

But one thing he must not do he must not linger in the land of

phantasms that is the frontier between: subconsciousness and

superconsciousness, for that way lies madness. When he comes to the

gate of the higher conscious.. ness, however, he will be met by the

Angel of the Threshold who will ask him the age-old question that

he must answer before he can pass OD, and the answer to this

question is not any Shibboleth that admits to a secret society, but

the very reasonable query to be addressed to the stranger who

knocks at any door, If What is it you want? JJ and the answer to

that question will depend, not on the knowledge, but on the

character of the applicant. If rightly answered, the way will be

made plain for his advancement, and if wrongly answered, he will be

left to find his way back to the earth..plane as best he may, and

that' is neither a very pleasant nor a very safe experience. To

study occultism is to connect oneself up with a great power-house

in the Unseen. There may be no tangible- results because one's

nature is made of non-conducting material, or because doubt of the

reality of the phenomena investigated prevents the terminals of the

psychic contact from being pushed home in their sockets, Knowledge

and Force form the two arcs of the circuit, and when these are

conjoined the power flows through. A nature which contains no force

can study the Sacred Science and no results will be brought about,

and a nature which has no knowledge will be unable to utilise its

force; but where there is both knowledge and force it is only a

matter of time" till some illuminative idea gives a sudden glimpse

of the significance of the inner life which completes the contact,

and that person, for good or evil, is in circuit with the unseen

power-house. For occult science, in itself, is neither good nor

evil save as it is used, and that is why it is so necessary to

approach it with clean hands, a pure heart, and a disciplined and

dedicated will. Occultism is not child's play, and it is very far

from being fool-proof; for its pursuit strength is required as well

as purity; but all who have touched its deeper issues unite in

declaring that it is no willo' the-wisp, dancing over a bottomless

bog, but a true path to the Light, though narrow as a razor's

edge.
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