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  Author’s Note


  


  Ten Naval Battles is a work of Alternate History and takes place in a world which has diverged from what we would consider the proper flow of history. The Point of Divergence is intended to be initially within The Seven Years War, something which on the surface seems relatively minor but over time has greater impact as one change begets another, rippling out into the world. One event, which was much feared in Stockholm at the time, was that Russia would move against Sweden. This may seem strange to us, in the 21st century, but Sweden was a weakened and internally divided country and what happened to Poland at the end of the eighteenth century could well have happened to Sweden instead.


  


  This said, Ten Naval Battles is intended to stand as a history textbook from this alternate world, and therefore its putative author has not included notes or explanations to things that it is assumed that a reader in that world would have no problem understanding.


  TEN NAVAL BATTLES


  
A Study in Strategy and Grand Politics


  

  Admiral Lavrentii Poliakov


  

  Military University of Ayan, Empire of Russia


  

  Copyright 1890, MUA Press



  1. BATTLE OF JUTLAND 1787


  


  The union of the Russian and Danish fleets had not gone at all to plan, with the bulk of the Danish fleet still forming a separate squadron off to the North-East. Admiral Lockhart on board the British flagship HMS Hermes sighted the Russian van around Midday, the first reports signalled by the frigate HMS Desdemona, swiftly confirmed by Captain Smythe of HMS Graham, a 64-gunner operating independently of the main fleet. Forming line of battle, Lockhart closed on the Russian fleet and around 3pm battle was joined.


  


  Initial damage was limited as the British fire was poor, many of the ships operating with green crews picked up in the Eastern county ports prior to sailing. By 4pm only the second ship in the Russian line, the Pobieda, had received any hits of note, and had lost her main mast, and seen her Captain, Roman Ignatieff of Oessel fame, swept down by shot. This was soon to change, as the British fleet broke up into divisions and attempted to break through the Russian line.


  

  Up until now, Admiral Krymov had been reacting rather than taking any sort of initiative. He had sent the frigates Yenisei and Ob to rendezvous with the Danish fleet, but other than that had maintained a steady course, waiting for the British to reveal their hand. Now, as the British line broke into divisions he made his first strategic deployment, signalling for the rear under Vice Admiral Pavel Kochanskii to detach itself and circle West around the British line.


  

  It is clear that although Lockhart aboard the Hermes was made aware of this manoeuvre he either did not understand the significance, or had sufficient faith in his own ships, seamanship and tactics that he believed that he could ignore it. The British proceeded to cut the Russian line in three places, with one division led by Lockhart aboard the flagship, one by Admiral Percival Grey flying his flag on the new 110-gun HMS Harper, and the third under Captain Cyrus Moore on HMS Faithful.


  

  Fighting was fierce and Russian casualties began to mount heavily. Around 6pm a gigantic explosion rocked the 84-gun Osliabia and she heaved out of line, and was soon drifting ablaze, whilst her sister ship of the same design, the Peresviet was reduced to a dismasted shambling wreck by fire from the British crack gunner HMS Orion, under Captain Lucius Pike. British casualties were not insignificant, but all line ships remained in the fight as darkness began to hug the horizon.


  

  At this point it was beginning to look as if the battle would result in one of those small in tactical nature, but larger in strategic nature, battles that Britain was so good at grinding out in this period. However, that was when Admiral Kochanskii, accompanied by Admiral Grieg's Danish fleet, reappeared upon the scene, coming down against the lead British division from the North. In the failing light, battle was joined at a very short range, as none of the British lookouts, focusing as they were upon the battered Russian van, had been able to detect the descent of this new foe.


  

  Kochanskii's flagship, the 84-gun Tri Svitatelia opened fire at near range upon the British HMS Danae, a 74-gunner which was leading Lockhart's division as it passed to the East of the Russian van, continuing to exchange fire with those Russian ships which remained capable of so doing. After a matter of minutes the Danae was ablaze, and Kochanskii led his combined Russo-Danish force down the flank of the British divisions, in the short space before nightfall reducing the Tempest, the Ponsonby, the Guildford and the Ark Royal to wrecks, and dismasting Admiral Grey's flagship HMS Harper.


  

  As darkness fell, Lockhart attempted to disengage his fleet from what had now become a confused and deadly fight. Using lights and relying upon his subordinates understanding of the fall-back plans, he ordered the fleet to head North and reform, but whilst his own division and that under Admiral Grey were able to disengage those ships which remained capable of movement, the third division under Captain Moore was to have no chance. Isolated by the departure of its comrades, the third division now found itself the focus of attention not just of Kochanskii's Russo-Danish fleet, but of fully half of the main Russian line as it turned to fire upon the rapidly disintegrating British division.


  

  In one of the rare examples of a night battle in this era, the British division was completely destroyed, whilst Lockhart and Grey sailed off to a Northern rendezvous which would later see them both court-martialled by order of the Duke of Leeds' government. Captain Moore was killed when the Faithful blew up and sank with all hands, and by dawn it was obvious that none of the other British ships had escaped their fate. The Ark Royal had gone down in the night, already having been severely damaged, whilst the Kinross was burning fiercely and adrift. The Lion and the 100-gun HMS Powerful had both struck their colours as dawn had revealed their predicament, whilst the 84-gun Janus continued to fight into the morning until sinking shortly before 8 a.m.


  

  As Admiral Krymov led the combined fleet into Bremen later that day, it became clear just how stunning a victory he had won. For the loss of Osliabia, Peresviet and the 74-gun Kniaz, abandoned when on fire after the night fight, the Russians had sunk the Danae, Tempest, Ponsonby, Guildford, Ark Royal, Faithful, Kinross and Janus, and had taken the Lion and the Powerful. The British fleet slunk back home, its reputation in ruins, and the gateway to the North Sea now wide open to the Russian alliance.


  

  Three months later, Admiral Lockhart was shot for incompetence, whilst Admiral Grey was reassigned to the West African coast in command of a handful of elderly frigates.


  2. BATTLE OF LAMPEDUSA 1801


  

  Admiral Lucius Pike, once of the Orion, latterly commander of the Levant Squadron, had his first major challenge as commander-in-chief of the Mediterranean Fleet in early 1801, a union of the Turkish and Tripoli squadrons off the North African coast. His attempt to intercept them having failed, primarily due to poor reconnaissance from his frigates, he seized the island of Lampedusa to use as a forward base, and soon had the combined fleet bottled up in Tripoli.


  

  Only a few skirmishes occurred during the course of the next few months, the 64-gun HMS Faerie fighting the Turkish 74-gun Ismail to a standstill, and a couple of Tripoli cruisers sunk after a pursuit by the 64-gunners Laertes and Roebuck. But what really worried both Lord Grantham's government in London, and by extension Admiral Pike at Lampedusa, was the rumoured passage through the Bosphorus and Dardanelles of the Russian fleet from Rostov.


  

  During the early weeks of June, it became known that the Russians had passed into the Aegean. The 64-gunner HMS Pratt had encountered two Russian frigates off Chios, but seen them escape, whilst off the North Cretan coast Captain Jameson with 4 ship of the line had fought a similarly inconclusive battle against a half dozen Russian vessels.


  

  It was obvious to Pike that the Russians were aiming to unite with, and release, the Turco-Tripoli fleet from Tripoli, whilst the Russian commander, Admiral Valentin Khokhriakov was equally aware that the British fleet was primarily focused upon preventing him. In terms of numbers, the two fleets were about equal, the Russians numbering more frigates whilst the British had more 64-gun two-deckers.


  

  July 21st 1801, Khokhriakov's scouting frigates came into contact with Captain Oswald Haines' 64-gunners HMS Sapphire, HMS Fortune and HMS Queen. A running battle resulted in the loss of the Ladoga, whilst the Russian van passed to Southward. Full battle was joined an hour later, as both fleets came in sight of each other's main bodies.


  

  Initial exchanges were inconclusive, as the fleets closed, what hits were scored resulting in little tactical gain. By late afternoon it had become a classic line of battle conflict, with every British attempt to cut the Russian line met by a turn that kept the two sides on a roughly parallel course. Pike's van was made up of older warships, more heavily gunned, and with greater experience, whilst the rest of the fleet was slightly weaker than the Russians, at least in terms of guns carried.


  

  Over four hours the two fleets pummelled each other, both taking damage but the Russians were able to head away to the South, Khokhriakov hoping to rendezvous with ships out of Tripoli. Pike had of course foreseen this, and had Captain Jameson's squadron cruising off the North African coast.


  

  Jameson had already beaten off an attempt by four Turkish line ships to leave harbour, but the appearance of the Russian van from the North put him in something of a quandary. With only 4 74-gunners and 2 frigates, Jameson was faced with the choice of trying to delay the whole Russian fleet, long enough for Pike to catch up with them, or abandoning his position and letting the Russians into Tripoli. To a man of Jameson's pedigree it was no choice at all, and once again his ships cleared for action and tacked to cross the head of the Russian line.


  

  Valenti Khokhriakov had not risen to the rank of admiral by being slow, or stupid, and he now detached one of his divisions to circle round the British squadron, whilst leading the fleet on in the flagship, the 84-gun Ioann Zlatoust. Jameson's squadron put up a valiant fight, dismasting the Russian flagship and sinking her sister, the Evstafii, but the Russian division under Vice Admiral Pavel Medvedev proved equal to the task they had been set, and as the Russian fleet entered Tripoli, its passage was lit by the burning hulks of the British 74-gunners Proserpine, Leander and Dover, the latter Jameson's flagship. The fourth of his ships, the Wyvern was able to use the approach of darkness to limp away and reach safety.


  

  Using a jury rig, Khokhriakov was able to get the Ioann Zlatoust into harbour, whilst Tripoli cruisers rescued some of the Russian sailors from the Evastafii, and also picked up about a hundred British from the water, though neither Jameson nor any of the other ship's captains were amongst them. This latter was, of course, no act of mercy on behalf of Tripoli, as the captives would soon end up as slaves of the state.


  

  Although he had lost the battle, Pike was able to claim long-term credit, as the combined Turco-Russian fleet remained bottled up in Tripoli until the conclusion of peace in April 1802. A Board of Enquiry cleared him, and after the war he was to go on to rise to the position of First Sea Lord.


  3. BATTLE OF CAPE GATAS 1814


  

  That Cape Gatas has gone down in history as one of the most decisive battles in modern times is due entirely to a failure of intelligence. Head of the French Secret Directorate, Emile Legrand, had broken the Egyptian codes in late 1813, as a result of the capture of a diplomatic mission to Russia aboard the Egyptian frigate Beylan, which had been driven aground off Rhodes by the French line ships Paris and Marseilles. Careful use had been made of this breakthrough, culminating in the assassination of the Egyptian Minister Plenipotentiary in Constantinople in January 1814, and the kidnap of his aide, Othman, who had been taken back to Paris in secret.


  

  Cairo at first put these reverses down to bad luck, but in March 1814 a French deserter from the frigate La Galisonniere found his way to Alexandria, after having jumped ship in neutral Tripoli ahead of a murder charge. With Frenchmen hardly welcome in the city, he bargained for his life, and was brought before the authorities to reveal the information he wished to use as collateral. His ultimate fate is not known - maybe he disappeared into the underworld, or maybe he was taken out and shot, so as not to reveal his revelation to anyone else. What is known is that he was able to prove to the Egyptians that their codes had been broken.


  

  Ahmet Pasha was at that time in command of the Egyptian fleet, and he was not known as the Cunning Fox for nothing. He was able to convince Cairo that good use could be made of this knowledge, rather than simply to react by instituting a new code. With careful planning, Ahmet planted a message aboard the Syrian merchantman, Homs, and paid the captain to make sure that he put into French-controlled Limassol for repairs. Ahmet's message was to the Pasha of Syria, Ali, requesting victuals for six ships to arrive in Sidon with the intent of escorting the timber convoy safely back to Alexandria. The message went on to say that Ali need have no fear of a French reprisal as the main part of the Egyptian fleet would be keeping the French busy by raiding off Crete.


  

  Whilst Cairo had acquiesced in the sending of this message, Mahmud Pasha was not at all convinced that it was safe to go ahead and put Ahmet's plan into motion. It took a night of persuading and cajoling for the fox to get his way, but eventually Mahmud succumbed to the vision of victory that his admiral presented to him with his silvery tongue, and gave his consent. A few days later the Egyptian fleet cleared Cairo in two squadrons.


  

  To understand what was to come, it is necessary to look at manoeuvrings within the French Eastern command. Admiral Pierre de Noirmoutier had established his headquarters at Rhodes, with secondary fleet commands at Limassol on Cyprus, and Iraklion on Crete. The war had been dragging on for some time, and Paris was getting increasingly strident in its demands for Noirmoutier to finish off the Egyptian question, so that full focus could be brought against the British and their Roman allies. First Minister, the Duc de Carcassonne had additional cause to worry, as London had been building up its Mediterranean fleet once again, and it was feared that it would soon be strong enough to intervene directly in the Levant, where for the moment the French held the balance.


  

  When Noirmoutier heard from Limassol that Egypt was going to attempt to run a timber convoy out of Syria, and that the bulk of the Egyptian fleet would be off Crete, attempting to draw his forces off, he had something of a quandary. He could not ignore the threat to Crete, the situation upon the island being very volatile, and the French garrison commander, General Picquot, having already warned of the potential for revolt. At the same time, he did not have specific details as to the six ships that Egypt intended, according to the letter to Ali, to send to Sidon; perhaps they would all be frigates, but more likely they would be a mix of line ships and frigates. Accordingly, he could not simply send a division of his force, and hope that it would easily suffice.


  

  Noirmoutier's position was also threatened by the arrival from Paris of the Duc de Montmartres, the brother-in-law and agent of the First Minister, who carried additional orders and exhortations for Noirmoutier to defeat the Egyptians. Learning of the letter to Ali, Montmartres demanded that Noirmoutier act upon it, calling it a 'godsend' and threatening that if he failed to act, Paris would have the admiral relieved of his command.


  

  Noirmoutier thus decided to split his fleet into two equal parts, the Western part to be bolstered by the majority of the frigates, the Eastern part to consist of ten line ships, and a couple of corvettes. The Western part was to be under the command of Admiral Bleys Charonne, in the Paris, the man who had driven ashore and captured the Beylan. Charonne was tasked with locating the main Egyptian fleet, and preventing them from doing any significant damage to Crete, its installations and its shipping. If conditions appeared to warrant it, he was to attempt to bring the Egyptians to battle.


  

  Noirmoutier now took personal charge of the Eastern part of the fleet, flying his flag in the 110-gun Tonnerre, and clearing Rhodes with 8 line ships, picking two more up as they passed Northern Cyprus, the Lyons and the Lille having been patrolling off Antalya to thwart attempts by Egyptian blockade-runners to trade for timber with the Turkish authorities. Lacking scouts, Noirmoutier turned South, whilst despatching his corvettes to the Lebanese coast to check whether the Egyptian force had already passed by. Encountering nobody, and with his corvettes returning a couple of days later with the same message, Noirmoutier put into Limassol to consider his options.


  

  Ill winds had in fact delayed the Egyptian sortie, but the French commander was not to know that. If the Egyptian expedition to Sidon had in fact been cancelled, Noirmoutier knew that he would have lost what might very well be his last chance to achieve a victory that would pacify Paris and allow him to retain his command. Furthermore, he had no information of what, if anything, was going on to the West around Crete, and began to fear that the Egyptian expedition to Sidon might in fact be a ruse to get him to split his fleet, perhaps allowing Ahmet to dare to try to engage the Western force on equal terms.
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