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			An amusing story that will delight both adults and children, the world of human beings as seen by the seagulls of the magical Côte d’Azur...

			









			To Hélène, the friend of the seagulls.

		


		
			
Introduction

			

			This book takes us beyond the boundaries…

			


			… is it a grown-up thing to take an interest in a gull? The question itself might mark you down as the crazy member of the family. Everyone knows that common sense would say, “Oh come on, you’re too old to understand and speak the language of animals! Don’t be silly! You’ll get a reputation as a saint, or a poet, or one of those ‘illuminated’ madwomen, who say they can hear… But you! A mere mortal!”

			Nonetheless, tell me why our childhood naivety, which is so often smuggled across the frontier of  our coming of age, should be condemned to disappear? Let’s put on the spectacles of the Little Prince sleeping in all of us to discover all the naked emperors, only apparently grown-up and reasonable. You’ll see that their façade of seriousness dissolves in absurdity!

			Nowadays, like yesterday, it is essential to preserve or rediscover our childish hearts. Only then can we look at the world with new eyes. Naïve some would say. And why not! Let’s say naïve as we would of a little bird still in its nest. Is it by chance? Lina Brun entrusts a gull with the mission of leading us to the place where the animals still take time to look and consider; a bird is just as capable as a sheep or a fox of taking the blindfold from the eyes of men.

			I won’t reveal the adventures of the gull Mir. But I want to speak for a moment about the flight of this fabulous bird. Anyone who has never observed a gull spreading its wings against the blue sky ignores the fact that many painters must have taken their inspiration for all the angels, putti and cherubs that populate frescos and paintings from him. Of course! This is not a personal theory, look carefully and tell me whether there is a more evocative image than the graceful flight of a gull.

			Far from boredom, fear and anger, there is no doubt that Mir follows the flight path of a certain Johnathan Livingston. Nevertheless this book is neither a parable or a fashionable lesson. Lina Brun writes in the tradition of the animalist writers. Like Louis Pergaud, she pays careful and discreet attention to nature. She wants to believe in the soul of animals and with meticulous respect and care she tries to translate their feelings through their behaviour.

			Here they are portrayed in small vivacious and precise dramas that show us humans under a critical lens, at times afraid, at times amused, by these feathered friends who share our lives on earth… when they are not looking down on us!

			In this world of men in which the last word on communication authorises the worst indifference, in this world in which all too often the name ‘revenge’ is given to the newborn in order to better fit them into the tragic game of adults, Mir reminds us that the work of art is an invitation to a real life, more true, interior, that we could simply regret, but which we must safeguard and tirelessly recover. Until the root dies…

			I believe that, on the boundaries to which this book leads us, there is still some obscure headwater of childhood; that slakes our thirst for living but at the same time brings us the thirst without which life has no sense, that murmurs to us in silence: “When you are young, there is life.” May you, reader, feel this enchantment.

			

			Jean-Christophe Gallet
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