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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…





    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”



  




  

    
“Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Kristin Hannah is an American novelist. She was born in September 1960 in Southern California. She grew up making sand castles and playing in the surf at the beach. She was eight years old when her family relocated to Western Washington.




    Her mother knew Hannah was going to be a writer long before that became true. “But you’re going to be a writer!” she’d protested when she found out her daughter has decided to go to law school in Washington after her stint in a trendy advertising company. (6) Those were the words Hannah would never forget. At the time, she was shocked to think her mom really thought she would become one. She was in her third and final year in law school when they collaborated in writing what she said was the worst, most clichéd historical romance ever written! Her mother was also in bed then, fighting for her life. She had breast cancer and she was dying. When her mother died, she packed the notes and research and kept them in a box in the back of her closet and, as people who’d been left by loved ones had to do to honor the dead, she went on with her life.




    Two years later, she got married and got pregnant with her first child. She had to stay in bed for five months because of this so to fight boredom, she turned to books. Except they easily ran out and instead of waiting for the next cereal box to read, her husband, who got desperate when she turned her obsession to TV, reminded her of the unfinished novel she and her mother tried to finish. She recovered the box from the closet, dusted the notes off, and began working on them again. By the time her son was born, she had finished a first draft. She also, much to her husband’s relief, has discovered something else to be obsessed about besides ‘The Price Is Right!’ which was writing.
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