
        
            
                
            
        

    
	
		How to Give Your Dog a Real Dog’s Life



 

and make him love you for it.

 

by

 

Owen Jones

 


	
		Copyright



Copyright © 2023 Author Owen Jones

All rights reserved.

Published by Megan Publishing Services

https://meganthemisconception.com

 

Edition License Notes

The right of Owen Jones to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988. The moral right of the author has been asserted.

 


LEGAL NOTICE

The Publisher has striven to be as accurate and complete as possible in the creation of this report, notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or represent at any time that the contents within are accurate due to the rapidly changing nature of the Internet.

While all attempts have been made to verify information provided in this publication, the Publisher assumes no responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived slights of specific persons, peoples, or organizations are unintentional.

In practical advice books, like anything else in life, there are no guarantees of income made. Readers are cautioned to reply on their own judgment about their individual circumstances to act accordingly.

This book is not intended for use as a source of legal, business, accounting or financial advice. All readers are advised to seek services of competent professionals in legal, business, accounting and finance fields.


 


	
		Contact Details



http://facebook.com/angunjones

http://twitter.com/owen_author

@owen_author

http://owencerijones.com

 


	

		Books by the same author:



Behind The Smile

The story of Lek, a bar girl in Pattaya

Behind The Smile: Daddy’s Hobby

ISBN: 978-1489558800

Behind The Smile: An Exciting Future

ISBN: 978-1483977690

Behind The Smile: Maya – Illusion

ISBN: 978-1491201862

 

The Psychic Megan Series

A Spirit Guide, A Ghost Tiger and One Scary Mother!

 

The Misconception

ISBN: 978-1490511740

Megan’s Thirteenth

ISBN: 978-1491201985

Megan’s School Trip

ISBN: 978-1492249825

 

Non-Fiction by Owen Jones

 

The Eternal Plan

– Revealed

(written by Colin Jones, compiled by Owen Jones)

ISBN: 978-1475057850

 

Authorship

Publishing Your Book On You Own

ISBN: 978-1492298311

 


	

		dedication



To Sheba, Becky, Bpom and Angun, the best dogs I’ve ever known

 


	

  Table of Contents


  

    	1 Introduction


    	2 Choosing a Kennel Mate


    	3 Taking Fido Home


    	4 Preparing Fido’s New Home


    	5 Fido’s First Day


    	6 The Daily Routine


    	7 Making a Dog’s Dinner of It


    	8 Canine Food Allergies


    	9 Supplements and Treats


    	10 A Rose by Any Other Name…


    	11 Basic Training


    	12 Bath Time


    	13 Brushing and Grooming


    	14 Nail-Clipping


    	15 Bedding


    	16 Speaking Canine


    	17 Snoring


    	18 Vegetarianism for Dogs


    	19 Going On Holiday


    	20 Scratching


    	21 Fleas and Other Parasites


    	22 Behavioural Problems


    	23 Has Your Dog Had His Chips?


    	24 Unwanted Pregnancy


    	25 Keeping Fido Motivated


    	26 Pet Insurance


    	27 How to Tell Your Dog a Joke


    	Contact Details


  




		1 Introduction



Almost everyone has fond memories of being with animals when they were young, it is what makes people try to reproduce the situation either for themselves or their children, but what most people forget, is that their parents trained those animals, they did not just come like that.

There is no such thing as a perfect pet, perfect dog, perfect human or perfect anything. There is as good as you’re going to get, as best as you can make it and what best suits you.

A lot of people believe that all dogs of the same breed are the same too, but this is not really the full story. The fact is that all dogs are different within a breed and even within a litter, although they may share certain broad characteristics within a breed, and even within a litter.

This is because certain characteristics are bred into these breeds by us humans and dogs from the same litter will have had the same parents and the same handlers, but each individual dog may deal with any given situation in its own inimitable way. In other words, each dog has its own personality.

If you are not too familiar with dogs, ask someone who is, and they will back me up, a pound to a penny.

This means that not all Pit Bull Terriers and Rottweilers are vicious and not all Labradors are lovely, but that all dogs have the potential to be any type of dog, if it is trained to be that way and treated in the correct manner

If a dog associates strangers with a threat, he will react like that, if he associates visitors with kindness, he will welcome them. The same goes for children, cats, other species of animal and other dogs. It is mostly in their nurture with a little bit in their nature too. After all, they all still have a little of the wolf in them.

It is true that dogs of a certain breed may share some behavioural characteristics. For example, most Labradors enjoy swimming and love to fetch a ball or a stick, because retrieving fallen game is what they were designed to do. There are exceptions to every rule, but knowing a breed’s designed behavioural (as well as physical) characteristics will help you to decide on a dog that will likely be a good fit for you and your lifestyle.

The more research you do before you go to choose your dog, the more likely you are to get the best dog for you and / or your family or environment.

You are taking the right first step now by reading this book.

Good Luck!

 

PS: Subjects covered in this book, but not obvious from the chapter headings include:


	
		Hypoallergenic dogs

		Dog selection criteria

		Personal puppy selection tips

		How much to feed and when

		Organic dog food

		Homemade dog food

		Dangerous dog treats

		Leash training

		Playing catch

		Football

		Swimming



 


	

		2 Choosing a Kennel Mate



If you and your family or you alone have decided that you want to get a dog, the first thing to do is answer the question why. Yes, dogs are cute, loveable, protective, beautiful, and fun to be with. All those things and more, but they are also time-consuming, desirous of attention and expensive when sick. They may also be expensive to feed, look after and insure.

So, why do you want one? There are plenty of very good reasons, but it is best to be honest with yourself right from the start, because it will affect the type of dog you want or should have. Are you looking for a lapdog? Something to keep you company and that won’t need much exercise? There are plenty of small breeds, but some are yappy.

If you live in a flat would that annoy your neighbours? Are you even allowed to keep a dog in your tenancy agreement?

Do you want a dog in order to introduce your children to the animal kingdom? Great idea! Perhaps a slightly larger dog in that case, one that can tire your children out. Some breeds will play all day, which is ideal if you have several children, otherwise a more relaxed breed might be appropriate.

Are you looking for a guard dog? Will it live inside or out? Even a small Yorkshire Terrier will alert you to prowlers, but it probably would not scare them. On the other hand a Doberman or Rottweiler would frighten them, but you may end up with a lawsuit on your hands, depending on where you live.

When you know why you want to live with a dog, you will know what size and temperament of dog you are looking for and you are half way there. Two other major factors to take into account are:  

number one: How much room you have. Will the dog be able to wander around a secure, fenced garden all day, or will it be stuck indoors with not very much to do? Do you intend walking it a lot or do you expect it to take care of its own exercise needs? If your garden is big enough, you can probably omit one walk a day quite often, but it will still want to go out - meet some of the locals, sniff some of them and wet a few bushes or lampposts.

Number two: Are you allergic to dogs or animal hair? If so, it is not a complete

disaster as some dogs have been labelled hypoallergenic. Did you know that? Like skin cream. So you could get one of those. They might not be the complete answer, but they will be less disruptive to your immune system.

Obviously, bigger dogs, in general need more exercise than smaller dogs, so if exercise is going to be a problem because you are elderly, infirm, sick or disabled, think about a dog that is smaller than knee height, because even at knee height they are more likely to tire you out than the other way around - especially the sheep dogs and other herding or hunting dogs.

They can run all day.

 

Hypoallergenic Dogs

The differences between non-hypoallergenic dogs and hypoallergenic dogs may not be apparent to those who do not suffer from allergies, but sufferers say that they are enough to reduce the number of allergy attacks that they have when they are around dogs in general. For those who want to own a dog, not being able to be in the same room with their pet for long periods of time, can be very frustrating and even depressing.

So, for them, buying a hypoallergenic dog may be the only way that they can have a dog in their home. Although they may still experience allergy attacks, these attacks will be less frequent and also less severe. The main difference between the two types is that non-hypoallergenic dogs tend to shed a lot of hair or fur. Furthermore, if the dog’s fur is dense, it may contain a lot of dander as well.

Dander is made up of dead skin cells (dandruff), dead hair and fur, dust, dead fleas and some wind-blown particles that have become lodged in the living coat of the dog. As the dog sheds hair naturally, these particles float around in the air and cause an allergic reaction in some people. These dogs may also have an undercoat, which is a thick coat that protects them from cold temperatures. This undercoat is what causes the dog to shed hair or even moult. It can also trap dander and other allergens.

Some non-hypoallergenic dog breeds may also salivate more than other breeds, which can also cause the frequency of a person’s allergic reactions to increase. Saliva contains bacteria that some people are sometimes allergic to. Whilst these dogs cannot control the amount of saliva they excrete, people who are allergic to dogs have a difficult time when these dogs are present.

Hypoallergenic dogs have shorter coats. Some breeds do not have an undercoat. While this makes them unprepared for cold weather, they are perfect for those who have allergies. The hair on these dogs is more like human hair, which means it will not fall out as frequently as it does with non-hypoallergenic dogs.

The hair will need to be trimmed every few weeks in order to prevent it from growing too long, but should be brushed frequently to extract the dead hair. Some hypoallergenic breeds do not have hair at all. They are considered hairless even if they have some hair on their paws and head. Some breeds classed as hypoallergenic dogs do not salivate as much as other breeds, which helps those who are allergic.

This means that when the dog cleans itself, it will not leave as much bacteria behind. Urine from hypoallergenic dogs does not affect as many people either. When looking for a hypoallergenic dog, you should research the following breeds to see if you are interested in any of them: Maltese Terriers, (in fact, just try all terriers), Schnauzers, Portuguese Water Dogs, Greyhounds, Whippets, and Irish Water Spaniels.

There are other breeds, but these are some of the more popular ones that people buy. This also means that you will have fewer problems finding a breeder in your area. Learn as much as you can about grooming, brushing, and caring for your hypoallergenic dog. Most breeds are very friendly and will live to be at least twelve years of age.

However, these dogs do enjoy companionship and exercise.

 

Other Considerations

 

Pedigree, Crossbred or Mongrel?

A pedigree dog is one whose parents are both of the same breed. Human beings created pedigree breeds through selective breeding - inbreeding, in fact. Pedigree dogs just did not exist before we restricted their natural tendency to mate with as many other dogs as they could find. All dogs were mongrels.

The benefit of  choosing a pedigree dog is that you can accurately predict its size, shape, requirements and personality. So, for example, if you  were to choose a Poodle puppy you would know with near total certainty  what he will look like when he gets older, his approximate size, that he will be intelligent, and easy to train, and that he will hardly ever moult much.

A crossbred is the result of two different purebred dogs. They are designer, hybrid dogs. So, a Labradoodle is a Labrador crossed with a Poodle, with characteristics of each, but to what degree is more or less random.

A mongrel, mixed-breed or Heinz 57 is the result of any two dogs who mate at random. You don’t know what you will get from such a pairing, although mongrels are often intelligent and hardier than the other two types above.
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