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INTRO


Every ani­mal has at least two ends.
Up front: a snout, beak, or che­licera.
And in the rear… a butt! And it’s the
butt that is often more fas­ci­nat­ing than the
crit­ter’s snout. We all have a butt of course,
but we some­times for­get to pay it the atten­tion
it deserves.

Now is the time to change that!


There are more butts in heaven and earth, than are
dreamt of in our phi­los­o­phy. For who could dream up
the armoured butt of an Aus­tralian wom­bat?
Or the alchem­i­cal work­shop that the bom­bardier
bee­tle car­ries in its behind? And if we throw var­i­ous
fancy tails into the mix, we’ll see that nature
chose the ani­mal butt as a hid­ing place for many
fas­ci­nat­ing secrets and phe­nom­ena!

So let’s get to know ani­mals…
from the bum for­wards.
  
THE BOMBARDIER BEETLE


THE BOM­BARDIER

BEE­TLE


Explo­sive farts


Releas­ing pun­gent gasses from the butt is noth­ing spe­cial
– any­one can do it! But some ani­mals have achieved
true Olympic great­ness in this field. Among insects, an
indis­putable mas­ter is def­i­nitely the bom­bardier bee­tle.
Its pol­ish name trans­lates to can­noneer, which is fit­ting,
because it uses its butt as a can­non (or bom­bard!) to fire
away at its foes.


The bee­tle is a real life magi­cian and it houses a secret lab
in its butt (or tho­rax, as an insect’s behind is called). This
lab con­sists of a cou­ple of cham­bers sep­a­rated by tough
walls. Each cham­ber is really tiny, see­ing as our bee­tle is
just a cen­time­tre long, and one of them stores two dif­fer­ent
liq­uids.
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When the bom­bardier is approached by an enemy such as
a frog, spi­der, or swarm of ants, the two liq­uids stream to
another cham­ber. There they are mixed with a third which
acts as an igniter. This sec­ond cham­ber, pro­tected by thick
walls, ends with two tubes posi­tioned on both sides of the
insect’s bot­tom.
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The bee­tle points its tho­rax towards the enemy and
unleashes a series of salvoes aimed straight at its
nose! The foe gets sprayed with a cor­ro­sive fluid that’s
almost as hot as boil­ing water! If he sur­vives this by
some mir­a­cle, he will most cer­tainly learn his les­son
and never bother the bom­bardier again.


The bee­tle itself – also a preda­tor, we might add – isn’t
both­ered at all by its own can­non­ade. Although its butt
facil­i­tates an actual explo­sion, the thick walls of the blast
cham­ber guar­an­tee its safety. Once the foe is dealt with,
it can start look­ing for tiny crea­tures to feed on, enjoy­ing
the peace and quiet.
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THE HIPPO


THE HIPPO


A butt-heli­copter


Every­one has a butt, but not every­one’s butt has a small
fan attached to it! The hippo – con­sid­ered one of Africa’s
most dan­ger­ous ani­mals – can boast just that.


This giant denizen of the mother con­ti­nent has a short,
chunky tail which can be quickly thrashed around.
Though it doesn’t actu­ally spin like a pro­peller, but rather
swings from side to side in a pen­du­lar move­ment, the
hippo shakes it so rapidly that it looks like it’s about to
achieve lift-off.


The hippo always starts wag­ing its tail when it does its
busi­ness, scat­ter­ing poo and pee in all direc­tions, mak­ing
sure it lands as far as pos­si­ble – up to a cou­ple of metres
away. Dis­gust­ing, right? But this is by design!


A hip­popota­mus will aggres­sively defend not only
its favourite muddy river­side pond but also its
many wives. If it comes face to face with a rival,
a long and dan­ger­ous fight might ensue, dur­ing
which both sides make use of their over­grown
teeth.
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That’s why hip­pos spread their stinky “per­fume”
so vig­or­ously. When another hippo comes across
the host’s smelly pee and poo, it quickly realises
the ter­ri­tory is already claimed and that it must
skedad­dle to avoid get­ting bit­ten.


For the curi­ous


The word hip­popota­mus means “river horse” in ancient
Greek. While the hippo might not have a horse’s good
looks, these giant ani­mals do inhabit rivers and lake
shores. They spend all day in shal­low waters, snooz­ing,
swim­ming and bounc­ing grace­fully on the bot­tom. When
sub­merged, the hippo is no longer pon­der­ous and clumsy.
Instead, it becomes a reg­u­lar bal­le­rina. And no won­der!
Its clos­est rel­a­tive in the ani­mal king­dom is, after all,
the whale! Yet hip­pos still go ashore to grab a bite. Every
evening they wan­der their favourite graz­ing grounds to
stuff them­selves silly with grass.
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THE HERRING


THE HER­RING


Tracer farts


A her­ring’s butt is noth­ing fancy. Just a lit­tle hole at the
tail-end of a fish. What comes out of it, how­ever, is truly
fas­ci­nat­ing! Though fart­ing is frowned upon (and sniffed
at!) by humans, her­rings view it very dif­fer­ently.
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