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Preface


	God definitely destined all his children to fulfill some great purposes here on earth but many of them depart from this planet without having fulfilled that reserved divine purpose. Though various reasons account for that sad predicament, failing to get up from failure leads the trail. For true, the fact that God destined us for greatness doesn’t immune us of temptation and failure; I say it by personal experience. In fact, destiny fulfillment is a mysterious and complicated path that no one travels without falling from time to time. Yes, you can’t travel the road of destiny fulfillment without a puncture or two. As we attempt to accomplish our divine purpose in this earth, we inescapably come across situations that persistently push us away from our God-given course. Indeed, some of these situations so overwhelm us, and we finally fall. We fall, either by committing sin or by taking a wrong decision with devastating consequences. But, what ought to finally make us or break us, mark us as failure or success, is not the fall itself but our reaction after the fall. Yet, some who fall cowardly refuse to get up. Consequently, they fatally surrender their great dreams and aspirations and compromise their destiny. Of course, the reasons of such coward capitulation vary as the capitulators themselves: Some refuse to get up because the fall so scandalized them, and they assume it is impossible to correct the shameful destructions originating from it. Others refuse to get up because the fall so damaged them that they think recovering from it is impossible. Such totally humiliated and broken persons mistakenly assume that their blunder has forever frustrated God’s plan and promises for their lives. But, a close look at the Bible, it amazedly dissipates such pessimism.


	 Indeed, the Bible reveals that, no matter the height from which we have fallen and the negative consequences of our fall, we have not totally jeopardized our destiny. It affirms that, if we willingly get up from our fall, we receive God’s forgiveness, and his grace enables us to continue and finally accomplish our divine purpose. 


	Apostle Peter, a famous Bible character, perfectly exemplifies the above assertion. Why? Because he got up from a terrible fall to accomplish a great destiny. Under pressure, Peter unfortunately gave in to temptation like many of us do; he denied his relationship with the Lord Jesus–Christ thus committing the worst sin a human being can commit. Yet, he reacted so praise-worthily after the fall.  He got up from his humiliating mistake, dusted himself, and went ahead to fulfill one of the greatest destinies ever.  His story inspires us to do same. In fact, his sensational comeback motivates me to write this book. 


	Therefore, this write up aims at encouraging anyone who has fallen either by committing sin or by taking a wrong decision with negative consequences, to get up because there is hope. Peter got up after a great fall; so, no one should remain down after committing a mistake. If we get up after our fall, God will forgive all our sins and mistakes, and ultimately lead us to fulfill our divine purpose.  He did so for Apostle Peter; and wishes to do same for us.


	 




 


	  


	 


	Dedication


	 


	To all those who will draw from the ideas herein to rise from their any fall and fulfill their great destinies


	 


	 




INTRODUCTION


	Mistakes are inevitable in this world.  At a certain moment of our life or another we commit a mistake. In fact, no one ever fulfills his destiny that does not, at one time or another, teeters on the edge of disaster. Equally radical, mistakes always bring negative consequences; they unfailingly endanger our life in one way or the other, though some mistakes have resounding and destructive consequences than others. The less serious mistakes will cause us to lose money, friendship or popularity. But the most serious ones may compromise our very destiny. Some of the serious mistakes include:


	- Denying Jesus


	- Picking the wrong job


	- Getting married to a wrong person


	- Joining a wrong church and more especially,


	- Refusing to correct all the above.


	But, the Bible brings us good news. According to it, despite the nature and scope of our mistake, if we wish to make things over, we can do.


	Most people are conversant with at least an episode of Apostle Peter’s fascinating life story. In fact, his life has inspired many through generations and still inspires us today.  But among the many lessons his life teaches, the lesson of his recovery from a fatal fall stands prominent. He fell so miserably but because he truly wished to correct his mistake, he recovered so fully that he went ahead to accomplish one of the greatest destinies ever. From the famous episode of his fall and recovery, we are going to draw useful lessons for our lives and ministries. 


	 




Chapter1:


	FROM HUMBLE BACKGROUND


	Even though he later became great, Peter came from a very humble background. In fact, the New Testament gives a more complete picture of him than of any other disciple. Through the pages of the Holy Scripture, we can learn about him, either explicitly from the statements made by someone else or indirectly from his actions and reactions as revealed in a number of episodes in which he figures outstandingly.


	Peter’s life is a very marked one. It stands out in bold distinction and relief, like an object situated on a height, and seen between the earth and a clear sky. Because of that, his life is transparent and easily analyzed. Except Jesus, no other life in the New Testament is depicted much clearly or strongly as Peter’s. Among the first things reveal about him by the New Testament is his humble and many sided background.


	His Town


	One of the first information the Bible gives us on Peter’s background is that he was from the modest town of Bethsaida on the western coast of the Sea of Galilee (see John 1:44). He was born, probably, about 1 B.C. His father’s name was Jona and his mother’s name is not mention in the scriptures. Bethsaida meant “house of fishing”, indicating the type of activity flourishing in the town. Naturally, Peter grew up as a fisherman. Moreover, Bethsaida was a modest town, but it is from there that God chose Peter who was to become the flag bearer of the church. The hole of the pit that yields God’s material is usually of common clay, and the rock where He carves His stones is of very ordinary grain. As such, He draws the leaders of His kingdom from the obscure and low place like Bethsaida. God, always selects his instruments among the foolish, weak, and despised ranks of the human family (1 Corinthians 1: 27-28). 


	His Education


	Peter was uneducated according to human standards. Generally, any Hebrew child enjoyed all the advantages of a religious training. Therefore, Peter surely underwent general training about the Scriptures especially about the great prophecies regarding the coming of the Messiah (see John1:35-40).  However, he did not enjoy any special training under any of the rabbis like some Hebrew adolescent, including Apostle Paul did, (see Acts 22:3). Hence, when Peter appeared before the Sanhedrin some years later, he was still looked as an "unlearned man” (Acts 4: 13). 


	Christ sometimes chooses to endow with the gifts of grace, those who have least to show of the gifts of nature. Great education is useful and eventually becomes an asset to a Christian leader. Indeed, where the seed of the kingdom of God is sowed, and a dispensation of the Gospel is committed to a man, a good education may be of great and general use. But, it doesn’t imply that because a man is educated, he is qualified to be used by God. In the other hand it doesn’t imply that because a man is uneducated he is unqualified for God’s use. For, an educated man may lack divine knowledge, and an uneducated man may possess divine revelation and be able to teach others.


	Education is important. For instance, the positive role education played in the life of Apostle Paul and many others after him cannot be demonstrated enough. In that regard, great learning should be treated with great respect.  Nonetheless, as far as the making of God’s instruments is concerned, great education doesn’t play a major role. If it could play, it would replace vocation and mean that God has delegated the responsibility of making his instruments to men. God has never, and will never, delegate that prerogative to man. He himself manufactures his servants, using his own tools and methods which is not necessary great education.


	His early life


	Although he was born in Bethsaida the scripture tells us that Peter finally settled in the famous town of Capernaum (Matt 17:24), still in the province of Galilee. He finally got married there (Matt 11:6). Capernaum was on the sea-beach near the town, Peter, in a true oriental culture, kept close to home. One thing worth mentioning about Capernaum is that, it was “exalted unto heaven" in privileges as Jesus stated in (Matt 11:23). Because of its considerable importance, its citizens manifested excessive pride. They lived a simple life, but spoke frankly and bluntly. Nonetheless, their independence and energy often ran them into turbulence. Peter grew up in this environment and carried its influence all through his life. This influence surely underlies some of his prideful and presumptuous claims in the gospel. We are all products of our environment and Peter was not an exception to that rule.


	His Occupation


	Peter earned his living by fishing. Most people in Jewish Palestine depended on fish for nutrition. As a fisherman Peter learned how to wait with patience. He had run hazards and learned both how to persevere and how to expect. Maybe these qualities attracted Jesus to him. Whatever be the case, the rough life of hardship to which fishing inured Peter on the stormy lake of galilee, formed a good training of his character to prompt energy, boldness, and endurance that he would later use in his ministry. Yet, fishermen were mere men. When it comes to calling us to our destinies, God challenges all human norms and standards. That is why his calls are always strange and paradoxical. Peter was a fisherman, and fishermen at that time acted violently, dressed shabbily, and often used vulgar language. Thus they were often despised. But from this strange class of persons, Jesus chose his servant, the future leader of the apostolic band. Never determine your future position by your present condition. No matter what or who you are right now, when God’s time to fulfill your destiny comes, your present condition will play no determining role. Let’s verify that further in Peter’s life.


	 





Chapter 2:



	DESTINED FOR GREATNESS


	Some people are born to influence the whole world and Peter, was one of those. Though he came from a humbled background God had destined him to greatness. To indicate that wonderful reserved divine purpose, as soon as Jesus met him, he changed his name from Simon to Peter. To proof further that Peter was to become great, Jesus called him to be a fisher of men which was an awesome responsibility. 


	In fact four particular events destined Peter to greatness. Here are them:


	Jesus  Changed his  Name (Jn 1: 41-42)


	The Italian sculptor and painter Michael Angelo who exerted unparalleled influence on the development of western art, was considered to be the greatest living artist during his lifetime because of his sensitivity. He could see blocks of marble, which others had refused to see. And anything he saw in a marble, his genius called into being. Even more than Angelo, Jesus before him could perceive great destinies even in rotten sinners. And, he could call into being anything good he saw in them.


	In bible days, people used names to attract, assign and affect destinies. The Bible reports that when Jesus first encountered Peter who was then called Simon, Jesus saw a great destiny in him. To indicate that illustrious purpose, he changed Simon’s name to Peter.


	On that fateful day, Andrew invited his brother Peter to the messiah. As soon as Jesus encountered Peter, he looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John; you will be called Cephas" which is translated, Peter. ‘Peter’ meant rock. By changing Simon’s name to rock, Jesus indicated that Simon would become a great instrument in God’s hand. Yet, like the granite, all fluid and hot, Simon needed to cool in order to solidify into rock. 


	When Jesus changed Simon’s name he meant that God has chosen the latter for especial use. In biblical times, when God pinpointed a man for his use he indicated the choice by an exterior sign. For instance, God indicated his call on Joseph by two predictive dreams (Gen 37:6-10). Likewise, to prove that he had appointed David, He asked Samuel to anoint him (1 Sam 16:1-13). 


	But in some especial cases, in addition to the call, God changed the name of the called one. Equally radical, those Saints who had their name changed by God, often play a unique role in God’s agenda. To illustrate, God called Abram and changed his name to Abraham (Gen 17:1-8), the latter played a major role in introducing monotheism, (the worship of the only true God), in an era infested with pagan gods and pagan worship. God called Jacob and changed his name to Israel (Gen 32:28); Jacob became the father of God’s nation.  


	After Jacob we scarcely if at all, hear God changing somebody’s name till he changed Peter’s name. Though God in the meantime named people, he hardly changed names. Assuredly, other believers in the Bible carried double names especially in the New Testament where it was exceedingly common for Jews to bear, besides their own Jewish name, another borrowed from the country with which they had become connected. For example, Paul was also called Saul; Joseph the Levite was called Barnabas. But the Bible states nowhere that God gave them those second names. 


	Whatever be the case, the main fact remains that in changing Peter’s name; Jesus set him out for a great destiny as Peter’s life later proved it, he was to be the emblematic figure of God’s new program for the world; the church.


	Name change played a major role in shifting destiny and even pagans use to change names. They believed that in changing someone name, they revealed the transformation that had taken place in the person’s character or destiny. For instance, the king of Egypt changed Joseph’s name to Zaphnath-Paaneah because of his ability to reveal secrets (Gen 41:45). That change of name was to indicate the transformation that had taken place in Joseph’s character. Similarly, when Nebuchadnezzar wished to have few of the  young Israelites prisoners taught in Chaldean language and customs, he changed their names from Daniel,Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, to Belshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Dan 1:6-7), to indicate the shift in their destinies . Thus, Babylonian kings changed the names of their vassal princes; masters those of their slaves; and even husbands those of their wives.


	Yet although everyone could give or change names, a major difference must be observed: Parents and masters gave, and changed the names of their children and servants, wishing them futures and destinies they could not assure. But when our Lord changed Simon’s name to Peter, he didn’t merely wish him a new future, He was to undertake upon himself to see that future accomplished.


	The main feature of divine prediction is the fact that it always comes to pass. When God reveals our future He imparts us with all we need to live up to it and eventually bring the prediction to pass. He makes sure that the weak becomes strong as He announced, that the sinner becomes a mighty saint has He promised, though at times it takes Him time. God promised that Abram would become Abraham and it came to pass. Likewise, Jacob became Israel as God promised. Though it took God a great deal of work to transform those two men, He finally did it! Therefore, Peter was to become Simon as Jesus prophesied. The process of transformation may be long and tedious, but it is a sure process. Hence, those who trust Christ are greatly encouraged on hearing that no matter what it takes and how long it takes; He finally makes them what he intended them to be.


	God’s ways are unsearchable.  The biblical text doesn’t give any other explicit reason of why God changed Simon’s name to Peter. Only one thing is implicitly sure, and it is the most important; a new name indicated what God by His grace would do through Simon---the latter will become great. 


	Let’s consider the next event in Peter’s life that designed him to a great destiny.
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