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	Introduction


	 


	The Cinderella Effect is a theory made by Evolutionary psychologists Martin Daly and Margo Wilson to explain the different forms of child abuse from one's stepparent or parents’ significant other. This theory is named after the fairy tale Cinderella. The story is about a controlling and manipulative stepmother that has two biological daughters which receive all her love and affection. But after Cinderella's father dies, the stepmother enslaves and isolates her. She is neglected and forced to act as the family's servant. That is why this is called the Cinderella effect. It is proven that this abuse doesn't come from adoptive or foster parents but always a stepparent. Adoptive parents and foster families invite new children into their homes happily. But stepparents are trying to further their relationship and view the children as a romantic burden.


	This has become an enormous problem that has been spiraling all around the United States along with many other countries over the years. Law enforcement had just begun to pursue very few perpetrators in the past year. Many of them get a slap on the wrist and roam around free while an innocent child's life is destroyed from what they have done. Children are getting abused both mentally and physically and these facts get ignored. 


	There are various news stories containing these incidents but once the camera gets turned off, they are forgotten and ignored. Some of the Authorities go back to their lives with a picket white fence while most children's suffering continues and many don't survive the abuse. Some Law Enforcement workers will do their best to manipulate the situation to make it look like what an uneducated person would call “baby momma drama.” They like blaming the biological mother, but the truth is, if they would perform their job correctly, about fifty percent of these situations would've been prevented. 


	They love pointing their fingers at the biological mother since she is the legal guardian of the children and law enforcement assumes they are jealous of the new woman. More often than not, it is the opposite scenario and the biological mother is a victim in more ways than one. A great number of these cases started with emotional abuse and escalated to physical abuse. If some police would've got a handle on things and at least called Social Services, that would've been enough to save these children. Police usually walk away from problems such as these and call it “family problems.” In reality, a stepparent or significant other should not be touching or scolding a child that isn't theirs. They aren't the parent and a normal person wouldn't feel comfortable doing that. These children are victims and these cases should be treated as such. 


	Men and women also need to pay more attention to the person they’re dating. That is another factor that could prevent this abuse from happening. A lot of times the abuse takes place as soon as the parent turns their head or leaves the abuser alone with the child. These parents literally have no idea about the person they lay their head next to at night. The parent would think these offenders would never do that to their child because they feel like they know them so well. They need to think again and open up their eyes. 


	 




 


	The Warning Signs


	 


	Every family that has fallen in the hands of these sociopaths was not made aware of the red flags for which when shown they should have run the other direction. There are many different warning signs for both male and female perpetrators. All of these warning signs are overlooked because they don't appear to be a threat to anyone. Yet, they almost always turn out to be the ones to remain very cautious around.


	These perpetrators are likely to ask questions that are too personal early on in the start of new relationships. First, they secretly stalk their victim via social media and out in public. They purposely run into their victims rather it be at their workplace or in a social setting. They will eventually introduce themselves and do whatever possible to befriend their newly founded victim. They present themselves as a shoulder to cry on and a go-to person to talk to so the victim speaks with them about most things happening in their life. This is how they manipulate their victims, this helps them to control every aspect of their victim's life later on. They love to know everything about their victim's life to maintain their dominance. The will be in a rush for the relationship to get serious and will expect to meet family too soon. They come across as loving and affectionate human beings, but those are the last words that should be used to describe them. Female offenders more often than not will trap their victims by impregnation. These women are referred to as breeders. Most of these breeders will already have multiple children by many different men. They prefer victims that have no children, but nowadays that's hard to find. But, ones that do find them get pregnant from the victim immediately to control them. Most female offenders’ excuse for being alone will be that the father was abusive so they don't come around. The real reason is those men escaped. They tend to lie about using contraception to entrap their victims. By the time the victim falls out of the offender's manipulation, it will already be too late. The breeder will already be with child. After this occurs, the victim truly has no way out. If the victim has children from a previous marriage or relationship, the offender will demand that the victim leave that child's life. Female offenders don't want their victims taking care of any children besides the ones they have together. If the victim doesn't comply, they will get violent. Their violence is always aimed at the child. Offenders do this to get revenge on the biological mother of the child and it's also their true colors. These female offenders will usually start with emotional abuse and work their way up.
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