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    Acknowledgment




    In the early part of 2003, I was toying the idea of writing a book on this “giant paddy variety” discovered by Pastor Melhite Kenye on October 1, 1998 from the Chumukedima Jungle. I started consulting with him, who happens to be my father-in-law. I married his eldest daughter, Aneile, who is now recovering in the Naga Hospital Kohima since August 30, 2009. I am deeply indebted to her for supporting me all along to complete the book. Without her support, I would not have reached this stage. In fact, few minutes before she collapsed on August 22, 2009, she, in her wheel chair, had a few words with me --- “Daddy (she fondly calls me this way always), I know you are very busy. But after you finish all your other works, please try to complete my father’s book and publish it if you can.” Then, I kept the manuscript of the book untouched for two years as I had to concentrate on her who has since been recovering in the ICU (Intensive Care Unit), Naga Hospital Authority, Kohima (NHAK). Kohima is the capital of India’s Nagaland state which is bordering Myanmar.




    But her words have always struck my mind. Then some two months back, my sister Omita who has been helping us in attending my wife in Hospital ICU, told me about her dream. She strangely asked whether I had anything to give to my wife’s father, and if there was any, then I should give him, so that my ailing wife in ICU would become much better and alright. My ailing wife told this to her dream. She was wondering what was it, not knowing I was writing a book on her father---Pastor Kenye. Although I have faith in doctors and nurses treating my ailing wife who is much more stable now after two years of staying in the ICU, I always believe that life is in the hand of God. All these stirred my mind. Soon I have taken a plunge to complete the writing of the book and finally in the name and style of “Naga Paddy Man to the World.” I am very much thankful to Pastor Kenye who could spare most of his time in sharing about his past till the finishing of the “book.” My son, Reagan and daughter, Elizabeth, have been immensely cooperative in checking the manuscript.




    But the problem started when I finished the writing as publishing a book for even a few hundred copies is very costly. And this comes at a time when I run from pillar to post to organize money for my ailing wife’s day to day medicine expenses. I am much relieved on the one side as I could finish writing the book but worried on the other as I had no money at all to support the publishing of the book.




    With this problem in mind, I went to our Honorable Minister for Urban Development Dr Shurhozelie and shared with him about the “book.” In fact, he was extremely happy to note that I have written a book on the “Tallest Paddy” discovered in Nagaland. When I shared about my difficulty in publishing the book due to the involvement of huge fund, he told me straight away that he would take care of the “cost” of publishing the “book.” I am really thankful to him for taking care of this book publication. That was how I could finally publish my book, “The Naga Paddy Man To The World,” and it was formally released on November 29, 2011 at Hotel Japfu, Kohima.




    Soon after the release of the “Naga paddy Man To The World,” there have been many queries from various parts of the world including Researchers and Professors from various Universities around the world of the book. But since it was locally published for the consumption of the Kohima areas only, the book did not go beyond Kohima.




    I have been thinking how to make the book available in other parts of the world but wondering who would help me out to fulfill my dream. One journalist of mine from the Europe country suggested me to contact the Bangkok based “Booksmango” and given me its contact details and website.




    Without waste of any time, I immediately sent my personal letter to “Booksmango” at Bangkok on April 30, 2013 explaining my wanting to get published through their famed “Booksmango.” I was so happy that George Gensbichler, Business Development Manager, Booksmango, Bangkok responded me positively.
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    To the village elders like Esoyelo Wetsah for sharing the earlier records of Chizami Village and that really helped me in shaping my writing of the book.




    To many elders like Neiphrolie Chatsu and deacon Khonyu Shuya from the Chumukedima Village who had sent me number of letters sharing about their feelings while I was writing the book. Without their supports, the completion of writing the book would not have happened.




    Finally, I extend my gratitude to many friends including Mr Tako who have stood by me while I was struggling to complete the writing of the book.




    May 5, 2013, Oken Jeet Sandham
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    Note from the Author




    Soon after his discovery of the “giant paddy species” from the jungle of Chumukedima on October 1, 1998, Pastor Melhite Kenye, who is my father-in-law, informed me that he was preserving it in his residence at Chumukedima. I settled in Kohima and he passed the message often that I should come once to his place and see the “strange paddy species.” I didn’t take it very seriously, thinking “what is so important for a paddy.” So I thought I would see it when my family members went down to his place for the Christmas and the New Year Celebrations.




    So my family members left Kohima for Chumukedima on December 20, 1998 to spend for the Christmas and the New Year Celebrations with my in-laws there. As soon as I reached Pastor Melhite’s house, he came out and received us. Before changing for my home dress, he just led me to a room where he was keeping the dry strange giant paddy plant. Actually, I didn’t believe it at my first sight, thinking---”Is it really a paddy (rice) plant?” It stood in front of me as if overlooking me. Then I started observing the “giant paddy” from top to bottom. Every part of it was different than the normal paddy plant we usually see. It had the record height of 8 and ½ ft, 175 tillers, 510 grains in each ear and the size of the tiller was as big as human finger.




    Then, I started asking him as to how he had discovered and could harvest it. The Pastor had narrated the whole story right from the discovery till the time of harvesting and how he was taking care of such a huge paddy plant growing in the jungle. Because it was unimaginable that it was not seen by others except him till the time of harvesting. Was it not something God’s plan that nobody could see this paddy while it was independently growing in the Jungle of Chumukedima except the Pastor? In fact, even his wife could not see the growing paddy while she was taken at the site.




    The pastor was only preserving it in his residence with wonders and enthusiasm, not knowing this would make him popular in the world one day. For me too, I never realized that this paddy plant would become a wonder of the world and make the discoverer and the Chumukedima Village known to not only in the country but also to the world.




    As a journalist, a quick idea came to my mind to write something about this “strange giant paddy species” as a “human interest piece.” Certainly, I honestly believed that the readers would have interest in such a story of the strange paddy variety. In 1998 to 1999, I was contributing stories to the Hindustan Times, The Week (leading National Magazine published from Kerala) and also associated with various national and regional new magazines. I wrote on this rare paddy species and it was widely published in various newspapers and magazines including The Week. Within weeks, the pastor started receiving number of inquiries from various parts of the country and even drew attention of foreign agriculturists. Besides receiving a lot of congratulatory letters from various quarters including religious leaders from across the country, he became the most sought after person by the media persons for interviews.




    In the meantime, many agricultural scientists, researchers, scholars and officials from various state governments started visiting his place. In 1999, the pastor had shifted his family to his pastoral quarter at the Church compound of the Town Baptist Church Chumukedima (TBCC). By this time, his paddy stories went far and wide and even appeared in foreign publications.




    Soon after shifting to his pastoral residence at the Church compound, the pastor started cultivating the rare species in a small patch of land in the Church compound just adjacent to his residence to see whether it would bear similar characteristics like the mother plant. He cultivated 100 plants of the rare species for the first time in 1999. The result was amazing and it attracted attentions of the media persons, agricultural scientists, researchers, scholars, officials, VIPs from within and outside the State.




    Then in the beginning of 2000, I started mooting the idea of contacting the Office of the Guinness World Records, London with the hope that this rare paddy species discovered by the Pastor would find some place there. I wrote a formal letter to the office of the Guinness World Records, London with details of the newfound paddy variety. On the other side, I was sharing with my father-in-law (the Pastor) and his family members about the whole idea of my contacting the Office of the Guinness Office, London. They were so innocent that they did not know anything about the Guinness World Records.




    After about two months, when I contacted him over phone from Kohima, he told me that he had received a letter from the Office of the Guinness World Records, London. He did not show to anybody and not knowing what was inside either. He immediately rushed to Kohima and handed over me the letter. The moment I opened the letter, it was none other than asking Pastor Melhite to enter into the “terms and conditions” if he wanted his “rare paddy species” into “Guinness World Records competitions in London.” I was speechless for the moment never realizing that the letter written by me would be considered and allowed the Pastor to enter his paddy variety into the Guinness World Records competitions.




    I narrated the whole story now to the pastor who was extremely happy with the kind and unimaginable response from the Guinness Office, London. Then we got into serious work to fulfill all the guidelines and it took about 5 months to get clear. Then finally, the Guinness World Records, London declared on December 12, 2001 that the “strange paddy” discovered by Pastor Melhite on October 1, 1998 from the Chumukedima Jungle as the “tallest paddy” in the world.




    To me, one of the most important things is the pastor’s uninterrupted cultivations of the rare species in the Church compound since 1999. For the past 12 years, he has been cultivating the species and even at times, he planted the species at different seasons to find the best season.




    There are many interesting events ensued---happiness, humiliations, underestimations, mix-reactions, etc. Thinking that the story of the strange paddy species discovered by pastor Kenye would be an interesting story for the people, the idea of writing this book came in my mind in the early part of 2003. So in order to complete the book, I sincerely thought that I better focus on his life instead of focusing only on the “Strange Paddy”. With this in mind, I have written this book under the title---”Naga Paddy Man To The World.” I hope the people would enjoy reading this book and if there is any area to be improved or rectified, they are most welcome.




    November 16, 2011 Oken Jeet Sandham




    Kohima, Nagaland


  




  

    Chapter 1




    Melhite Kenye--- a blessed man




    Life is full of misery and challenges. To reach the final destination, it takes whole life or else generations. For all this to come to reality there is no any other way but to slog it. But miracles do happen that is beyond human knowledge. Scientists say the famous persons in the world use only 10% of their brains and the remaining 90% remain unused. One wonders sometimes how miracles, however contradictory to the scientific terms, do occur in one’s life. It is said a drop of God’s wisdom makes someone superhuman and certainly, the power of God and His miracles do come to His beloved disciples to prove that there is always something that is beyond the reach of the human being. People pray to God to get His blessings.




    Pastor Melhite Kenye of Town Baptist Church Chumukedima (TBCC), has many encounters in his life. From an ordinary village child to pastor of churches in city, Melhite has many things to tell to the world. His becoming true servant of God for the rest of his life stands testimony as miracles after miracles came to him. Yet, his encounters with satans during his youth days in his native village, Chizami under Phek district gave interesting ingredients in his eventful life.




    Melhite never knew what was in God’s store for his destiny. When he became Christian in 1952, he never thought that his remaining life would be for the service of Lord Jesus. After 18 years of being a Christian, he became pastor never realizing that this would carry him along for the rest of his life.




    He served as pastor for about 31 years in churches in Dimapur and Chumukedima. In TBCC, he spent nearly 28 years as pastor. In a befitting manner to recognize his selfless service to God, the TBCC has organized a grand cerebration of “Silver Jubilee” when he has completed 25 years of his pastoral service in that church as in 2007. This is, perhaps, the highest honor given to a man who could reach “25 long years of service to God” in a particular church. Hundreds of church members, friends, relatives, children and grandchildren and well-wishers joined in prayer for the wellbeing of him and his wife, Kwesetsü-u Kenye.




    His discovery of the rare paddy species from the Chumukedima jungle on October 1, 1998 and its subsequent “Recognition” as the “Tallest Paddy” in the world by the famed Guinness World Records, London has literally changed his life to a very different level. The recognition of his paddy species has not only made him “internationally known person” but also flashed the otherwise nondescript “tiny” State of Nagaland bordering Myanmar in the map of the world.




    Melhite always believed that his best education came from the Christianity and his lifelong humble service to God. “I am not well educated but the real education I received was from my long service to God,” he said. “I learnt many things from the Christianity and also people gave me respect a lot for the service I rendered. It is marvelous.”




    “If one fully absorbs himself to God and His works, He will give manifold ways. God will give you wonderful lessons. One always should embrace God.”




    The Christianity grew so fast in Nagaland and, in early days the development of Christianity depended on the overseas funding.




    Today, the Churches in Nagaland start sending missionaries in various parts of the country and the world. They also start sponsoring hundreds of students for pursuing higher Christian educations in various Theological Colleges in the country and aboard. Today we can see hundreds of theologians having degrees from various Theological Colleges and Universities of the world. Many of them also got foreign sponsorships.




    Melhite feels that youth lack creative and innovative zeal. Whatever they learn from their Theological studies is not enough but the practical experiences are extremely important in discharging their duties. People should see things from various angles not just “Oh this is nice!”




    Whenever you see strange things, you see it from various angles and research on it. Always carry a notebook and write something of the things you come across as this will help you tremendously in future while lecturing in Churches or elsewhere. See the lives of the other people---how they eat; how they sustain their livelihood; how they live; how is their social lives; how is their village looks like, etc. One has to research on all these things. In this way, one would refine himself along the way.




    Melhite never leaves his notebook and has the habit of scribbling wherever he sees something anew. At times, he will even take risk of researching up to the last andnoting them with intent of keeping them for future references. Whenever he explains something of a place he has already visited, it becomes interesting narrative enough to thrill the audience.




    His visit to Cherapunji in Meghalaya has become a sort of novel. He did study on the Cherapunji area, the waterfall, how it was considered as the highest rainfall area in the world, the underground cave, and the people living in and around Cherapunji. He went deep inside the cave with the members of his Church team but all of them except him could not enter farther because of the fear of stillness, darkness and cave tangle. He even could dispute the height of the waterfall with the locals and finally his version was taken.




    Melhite’s visit to famous Dzukou valley was exciting. His idea of developing the scenic place and make it connected with State capital, Kohima is excellent. He sometimes keeps wondering as to why the authorities do not have the ideas to tap the wonderful God given natural resources for the benefit of the thousands of people in the capital and its neighbors. He always says the water in Dzukou can feed thousands of people in and around Kohima without much problems, besides it can be made one of the finest tourist destinations that will not only enhance the image of the State but also revenues.




    He would be always busy in preparing his bible lessons for the Sunday services. He would hardly get time for mingling with his family members. But he was spontaneous to many human problems if any problems were brought to his notice. Without any hesitation, he would easily make himself available to such situations. He had never shown any negative attitude to anybody. This is the rarest quality he possessed.
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