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Introduction





     




    This text finishes the work begun in my other volume with a similar title, but concerning the major arcana. Although not infrequently one finds card readers using only the major arcana, we must emphasize how the use of the minor arcana perfects the art of card-reading and thus the capability of the card reader. If the major arcana can be compared grammatically to the subject, the minor arcana will be its qualifying adjective. Often, for those who read using the complete deck, one can think in terms of cause and effect. The major arcana will be the final effect while the minor arcana will be the cause or the “shadow” card. Those who are familiar with my publications will understand the importance of the “shadow” card because I have repeatedly explained it in several writings and examples. This text is not, however, a “how-to-do” the Tarot, although in the course of the book we’ll occasionally touch on the practice of card-reading. The reader who is unfamiliar with this area shouldn’t worry, because as with the major arcana, I will start from scratch to explain how to understand the meaning-importance of the minor arcana cards without your having to memorize them. This is the title of the book and the goal to be attained with regard to both my position as a writer and card reader as well as yours, who have purchased this work. Often the difficulty in giving the correct meaning to the minor arcana is due, to some extent, to the numerous texts written about it. While for the major arcana the “doctrine” is almost unvarying, in the minor arcana we are seeing different meanings being attributed to the same card. Various consultants and experts have pointed these things out to me, and this is why my books are practical and often original. I love to write for personal gratification because I enjoy doing it for myself and also for others. I hope to give my contribution to the cause.




    I am very technical in my approach to this area. I don’t think much of psychic card readers or those that claim to have special skills which, as I often repeat, I leave to Padre Pio and the like. In my opinion, any person can become a card reader. Obviously not all, one must have a passion and an innate intuition. I would say a preparation. My classic example is that of Manzoni, that famous man of letters, who if he had not studied Italian grammar he could never have expressed his talent. In my point of view, then, one who wants to become a good card reader (and this applies equally to other crafts) must first learn the basics of the art. In my book on the major arcana I explained each individual Tarot card, touching on the three most popular areas and/or characteristics (obviously excluding health, for which I always suggest that you to go to a doctor and not to a card reader). For the minor arcana, I won’t proceed in the same way. This choice is due to the fact that, according to me, the minor arcana must be used in conjunction with the major arcana and not by itself. Always returning to my vision of the whole picture, expressed at the beginning of this text, it will most likely be the major arcana that will indicate the subject (or the effect) and not the minor arcana. To give a simple, concrete example, if I would draw the Hermit and the 9 of Swords, I could conclude that we are talking about a solitary person, who has withdrawn to meditate, and only then add, thanks to the 9 of Swords, that this led him to a mental crisis, or that the withdrawal-separation-isolation is due to disappointment or fears or depression. This is a simple example, but very important, because it points out that often the minor arcana is subordinated to the major arcana. Plus it demonstrates the concept of cause and effect and/or the “shadow” card which provides an explanation in the given example. To read with only the minor arcana makes little sense to me, and for this reason I prefer those who choose to card read with the Sibyls, Neapolitan, etc., Tarot cards. The purpose of the book, then, is to give the concept, input, inspiration, opinion, and the logical explanation of why the minor arcana takes on certain meanings. Your intuition, preparation, and mental exercise will serve to expand the possible meanings that the arcana cards can assume whether drawn right-side up or upside-down.




    I will use the figures on the cards and the symbols they contain (the Waite deck), numerology, the Kabbalah, and the four elements, to explain the minor arcana to you. Obviously we won’t study the Kabbalah, which incidentally is not easy to understand or to intuit. In fact, given that this text will be bought by people who are new to this field, or by the neophyte who wants to fine tune some concepts or who maybe just wants to “hear” the voice of yet another author on the subject, I’m not going to complicate the topic even further.




    In the next chapter we’ll clarify some very important preparatory concepts for the attainment of the goal of this book. It would be useless, in my opinion, to immediately write about the meaning of the minor arcana, as I have sometimes seen in some texts that I bought when I took my first steps in this area.




    





    
The credibility of the Tarot cards





    Similar to my volume on the major arcana, I’ve used the same title for this chapter to explain that the Tarot cards are not random, or rather, their values acquire logical significance. At the end of the previous chapter, I mentioned the elements as being one of the components used to explain the minor arcana. Let’s begin the analysis.




    The minor arcana is sub-divided into Cups, Wands, Swords, and Pentacles, which are related, respectively, to the four elements that are found in nature and which are the essence of life:




    Cups -> Water element




    Wands -> Fire element




    Swords -> Air element




    Pentacles -> Earth element




    We will see that these correspondences are of primary importance. And in fact, not all the minor arcana cards that carry the number 3 (and this applies to all numbers and court cards) will have the same meaning when it comes to their respective element. When we analyze the individual Tarot cards, such correlations will be directly or indirectly revealed.




    Even the Kabbalah doesn’t disregard the four elements and refers to them as four “Worlds”:




    Wands = Fire = Atziluth = world of the spirit/emanations




    Cups = Water= Briah = world of the heart/creation




    Swords = Air = Yetzirah = world of the intellect/learning




    Pentacles = Earth = A’Ashiah = world of the body/physical




    These “Worlds” color/specify the four paths (one for each element) that include everything that has a beginning and an end, following a way (path) of fulfillment. We won’t study the Kabbalah here, but to summarize: this path is marked by the decimal system of the tree of life that is a symbolic chart that expresses the secret of/search for knowledge. One begins with the number one that represents the divine spark, where everything begins, to then truly complete itself/fulfill itself/express itself with the number ten. We will see in the next chart that the tree of life consists of ten Sephiroth (states of consciousness) connected by 22 paths (corresponding to the major arcana). The ten Sephiroth (spheres, and herein also referred to as “sephira”) correspond to the minor arcana, except for the court cards, which will be discussed at the end of this chapter. To simplify, while the Sephiroth indicate states of consciousness and/or points of arrival, or stages or stops, the twenty-two paths indicate the actions, the appropriate behaviors necessary to reach these states or state. We will thus have, then, that the number one state (referred to as Kether, the “kingdom/world” of Wands = Fire element) expresses the first divine spark as the father of the creative idea. This idea carries within it the seed of fulfillment which will then develop through the other Sephiroth until it is realized in the tenth, Malkuth. In the same way for the other elements, the Ace will develop all subjects related to the symbolism of its own “World.” It is only right to point out that in the chart Daath (Knowledge) is an unnumbered sephira, also called a false sephira, and the reason for this has a purely symbolic/philosophical meaning. To a certain extent, it’s comparable to a to the numberless Fool card in the major arcana. Only after I have completed discussing the topic of the “tree of life” will I write regarding the significance of the elements.  This is not a difficult subject because, being a reminder of the values that one finds in nature, it is easily perceived and understood.
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    You have just seen the outline of the tree of life. Kether (1) is called the Crown, a symbol that one finds in the iconography of the Aces of the minor arcana. Kether represents the beginning, the visible origin of the invisible divine. It is the Spirit. If I were to think of the reverse path, that is, not the “one through ten” path, but from ten to one, then, Kether can represent man approaching perfection, or the symbol of reality at the threshold of the incomprehensible.




    Chokmah (2) represents wisdom, knowing, self-awareness.




    Binah (3) represents intelligence, the form that one recognizes, action in progress, the desire that wishes to become reality.




    Chesed (4) represents the fruit of the creative principle, it also represents solidity and concreteness.




    Geburah (5) represents the sense of justice and for this reason is called the sephira of severity. It represents difficulties, loss, sadness, destruction, change; it is the antithesis of Chesed.




    Tiphareth (6) represents the balance between Chesed and Geburah, it acts as the mediator. Although “doctrine” suggests this sephira as being that of beauty, feelings, emotions and the overcoming of difficulties, I’m afraid I might have some concerns about that. As a practitioner and author, I’ve never followed the flock of ideologies like a sheep. Without personal experience and research, nothing would ever change or evolve in the card reading area. I therefore allow myself to write my opinion about sephira number 6. We’ll come back to this when we review the number (series) 6 in the minor arcana. I have often seen in readings where the number six was drawn that the problems were not resolved, and neither was there triumph as a response. Often the card number six indicated problems in daily life: economic when it was the six of Pentacles (Earth element, remember?); emotional when it was the six of Cups; employment when it was the six of Wands; or moral when it was the six of Swords.




    This, and other details, are fundamental to give originality to my work that otherwise would only be the result of studying/reading other authors of the past or present, but without anything new. I won’t tell the reader which interpretation is more or less valid between my own and that generally held by other authors; it will be your experience that will show you.




    Netzach (7) represents contrasts, struggles, and conflicts. Fragmentation and dissolution, disintegration.




    Hod (8) represents structure, human activity, balance, speed, justice, and rational inquiry.




    Yesod (9) represents the sphere of understanding before reality, of its image in the physical world or its crystallization in Malkuth.




    Malkuth (10) is called the Kingdom, not to be confused with the four Worlds that I wrote about. The Kingdom in this sephira is intended as a culmination or a new beginning depending on which path we undertake, from one to ten or vice versa. In this sphere we are in concrete situations, that have crystallized. It’s the number one sphere at the end of its course, and in its most intense, complete, and developed form.




    This is my “personal” explanation of the spheres. In any book related to this topic you often will find explanations and interpretations that are very abstract, philosophical, and psychological, because this is the tree of life. The reader will be grateful to me for having given these simplified, yet very practical, interpretations. Indeed, some changes to the meanings of certain of the spheres were made by me because of my experience in the field. After all, this is still a book about card reading, and I think I must decrease the distance between the Kabbalistic meanings of the spheres and the concrete significance of the minor arcana, which after all is what is of interest to the reader. I think I have treated this area with the right balance and have not been excessive in giving explanations that were too abstract regarding the tree of life. I feel I also have maintained a pragmatic approach with the numerical correlation (and meaning) between the spheres and the minor arcana.




    My job doesn’t end there. Before I move on to the explanations of the individual cards of the minor arcana, I have to first write about the elements: Earth-Water-Fire-Air. The combination/amalgamation between the significance of the sephira of the Kabbalah and that of the elements will allow us to give the correct meanings to the cards of the minor arcana without requiring them to be memorized. Let me first make an observation. As I have allowed myself to change and modify the various meanings according to those beliefs that I have acquired from my experience in the field, I likewise encourage you not to absorb all that I write as though it were law. Let me explain better. All authors believe they are writing correct things, even when they change them. Often these things are useful and one can learn from everybody. But what I urge you to do is not to stop. I myself years ago thought a few things about the Justice card of the major arcana, but with time and experience I have slightly modified its meaning.




    Now let’s address the four elements:




    Air = Swords: doesn’t the element of air remind one of something ethereal? Doesn’t it remind one of the mind, reflection, intelligence, acuity, thought; of the word meant also as a truth or a lie. You will easily remember these concepts and they will be critical when we deal with the suit of the Swords of the minor arcana. This alos applies to the next three elements and their relative suits.




    Water = Cups: this applies to the emotional life, but also to sensitivity, desires, and imagination. Water changes shape, and can reflect things. One can add many other attributes to these, and I leave such a task and exercise to the reader’s imagination.




    Fire = Wands: vitality, much activity is manifested. Fire is creative and destructive energy and is transformative. It can be used to forge iron; men use it to warm themselves or for illumination. But it is sometimes also used to purify things (sterilizing, for example).




    Earth = Pentacles: this represents firmness, the practical spirit. The earth is a layer of support and therefore synonymous with stability; it is the medium for planting, and then absorbs water and seed to mix them together, to transform, create, and materialize.




    I’ve explained in a concise and practical way the Kabbalah/tree of life and the elements. These two concepts must mingle and make a contribution to the meaning of the individual minor arcana cards. I will now give you an example to help you understand this concept. Then we’ll examine each specific meaning in the explanation of the individual minor arcana cards.




    Take for example the number ten. It’s Malkuth, which in its turn is a sephira marked, for example, by the Earth element, since in Malkuth there is the crystallization of the number one. As I explained, the Earth element is compatible with Pentacles (Earth element) and Cups (Water element). The Earth is not compatible with Swords (Air) and Wands (Fire). Understanding whether or not one element is compatible with another is a breeze. Everyone knows that fire burns and dries up all that comes from the earth. The air does no more than caress it or scratch it but cannot be retained and processed. However, Water is fertilizing, it nourishes the creative earth and makes it fruitful. Here then is the mental processing that one has to do, and it’s not easy. The number ten with Wands and Swords is not compatible in Malkuth (Earth) and therefore they turn out to be two cards that are not positive. The Ten of Wands cannot be positive because the Fire that wants to develop finds a restriction in the Earth, of rules that it doesn’t want to be subject to. It follows that the Ten of Wands is a card of oppression, fatigue, of responsibilities that lead to fatigue, etc. The same process should be done with the Ten of Swords (Air) that is also uncomfortable with the restrictions of the Earth. The realm of thought and intellect wishes to express itself, but reality or crystallization tend to make it take stock and evaluate. It follows that in the Ten of Swords the person becomes aware of their own thoughts and those that were concerns or disturbances begin to materialize into a state of physical distress.




    In the Ten of Cups (Water) and in the Ten of Pentacles (Earth), we instead find positive meanings for these cards. It is not for nothing that we’ll also see in the iconography of the relative cards, when we come to analyze them in the coming chapters, that they contain happy individuals. The last two minor arcana cards indicate the emotional, material, and moral achievement of a project, and the like.
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