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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter."

	 - Martin Luther King, Jr.

	 


Renowned for being the face and voice of the civil rights movement from the 1950s to the 1960s, Martin Luther King, Jr was a respected reverend from Atlanta, Georgia, with a dream of equality for all Americans so big, it seemed virtually impossible. His determination and drive to see his dream succeed as peacefully as possible, through inspiring words and purposeful action, made him a political force to be reckoned with. Seventy years later, history remembers him as a visionary, and the youth draw on his example for inspiration in their own fight to correct injustices.

	We will be looking back at King’s comfortable, middle-class childhood and the lessons he learned about fighting for the civil rights cause as well as how to preach with a social conscience from his father, Martin Luther King, Sr. We’ll marvel at how he learned his performance style from his mother, Alberta, a former performer herself. We’ll observe how the first racial incident he experienced at the age of 5 impacted how he viewed the white people of the South and how it made him realize he was different. 

	As we move onto his adolescent and teenage years, we’ll get to know King, the teenage budding activist. Renowned for his zeal for ministry later in life, we’ll get an insight into how, as a teenager, King had doubts about his faith. While he eventually found his way back to God, the teen King had other concerns to worry about. Like being unable to sit up front with his white schoolmates on a bus on a school outing or being refused service in a shoe store because they only served Black customers at the back of the store. A bright student, King was ahead of his time even as a teenager and managed to skip two grades. 

	At just 15 years old, King was enrolled in college, making his mark on the student body at Morehouse College. Here, he excelled academically and embraced his destiny as a reverend. We’ll learn about how he expanded his viewpoints on combining his love for sociology with his renewed faith. A mere 17-year-old at the time, King delivered his first public sermon and was ordained as a minister. He had also seen his vision of an integrated society come to life by traveling to the north of his state during a working summer on a coffee plantation and was determined to make it happen in the South.

	We’ll join King on his educational adventures in Boston, where he earned a degree in divinity and a doctorate in philosophy. These were necessary tools to help him further his civil rights movement beliefs and spread the word far and wide with his sermons. As a young minister in first Montgomery and then Atlanta, King was a charismatic preacher and attraction for young African Americans. We’ll see how his father and mentor, E. D. Nixon steered King away from an interracial relationship that might have deterred his career growth and instead encouraged him to step up to the plate as a leader of their movement.
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