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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our children.”

	— Sitting Bull

	 


The story of Sitting Bull can be difficult to put together because there is so much myth mixed with his actual life story. In the end, though truth may be stranger than fiction when it comes to the legendary Sitting Bull.

	Born in what is now considered part of Dakota to Jumping-Bull and Her-Holy-Door from the moment he wanted to cry for the first time he was taught the art of silence. The Sioux tribe had to survive under very hostile circumstances. Not only were the white settlers a growing threat but enemy Native American tribes also raided the camps and villages of other Native American tribes. A single cry from a baby was enough to give away the location of the whole camp and put everyone’s life in danger. So from the moment that a Sioux child was born he was taught to put the safety and needs of the community first before their own needs. Ironically, this method of parenting would be considered abuse in modern times, but this art of silence is what allowed many of the Hunkpapa tribesmen to live longer than they might have under harsh conditions.

	Growing up he would learn to thrive under great pressure and great pain. If he got hurt or injured he would have to shake it off (quietly!) and continue as though nothing happened. Oftentimes Sioux boys shook off injuries that modern-day people would have to be rushed off to the hospital to have treated. Sitting Bull was fortunate to come from the family of the chief. His father was a rich man and resources were abundant for his family. It was a prime time to be part of the Sioux tribe. Buffaloes abounded and they were a revered people. Sitting Bull would begin to hunt Buffalo calves. His family did not need the food so he would give it to the other families in his tribe. This would make him quite popular among the people. The Sioux tribes valued selflessness and charity in their tribesmen and Sitting Bull was displaying these traits from a young age. Even though he exhibited great equestrian and hunting skills no one initially thought that he would become the great man that would rule over all the Sioux tribes one day. That selfless nature would come in handy when his tribe would be in danger of starvation after the white settlers had displaced them and they needed to flee to Canada. Sitting Bull would be able to put the needs of his people above his pride and perform for the Wild West Show so that he could get some form of income when resources were scarce.

	Sitting Bull is a beacon of freedom and foresight. When the white settlers initially began to invade the Native American land and a war started, Red Cloud to end the violence signed a treaty that was meant to protect their lands. Sitting Bull kept fighting on. It was well known that Sitting Bull had no trust in the settlers. They did not have the same belief systems as the Natives and their word could not be trusted. Sitting Bull knew that if they didn’t get rid of them then the settlers would get rid of his tribesman. For his heroic actions, Sitting Bull became the Supreme Chief of the Sioux tribe. His mentality showed great foresight as the US government would break the treaty the moment that gold was found on Native land.
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