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Why talk about the mind of God? We read in “Matthew 22: 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment.”

It is that simple. We must love God WITH ALL OUR MINDS. Not part of it. Not proportionally. In totality. It is a commandment. We must be consumed by a love for God, for He is must be our first love. Our mind must be connected and united with God in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening, yes every second of the day! Our hearts must yearn for God, for God is glorious and wonderful.

God is jealous of our love. He wants our minds to think of Him ALL THE TIME. He wants our affection, attention and devotion. There is nothing greater for your mind to THINK of God and His Word all the time. Only when our minds yield to God, can we seek a path of purity, joy, peace, and love. For God calls our mind to be in sync with His mind. Do you know the mind of God? For His mind speaks of wisdom, divine knowledge, love, of beauty and majesty. God calls for a pure mind, a good mind, and a mind that seeks the light.

It says in “Isaiah 55: 8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” Yes, God is always wiser than any person! God is God and we are but man. God knows all, we don’t. Our knowledge compared to God is like a drop in the vast ocean. So it is wise to yield and submit to God. He knows what is best for all of us, and so we need to be in sync with His mind to follow His good and perfect will.

Paul writes in “Colossians 2: 1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” If we truly seek wisdom and knowledge in this life to success and thrive, then we need to seek God! For in God is ALL the riches of such knowledge, for truly there is none like Him.

Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” We lack true knowledge when we do seek not the will and the way of God. We lack knowledge and wisdom, no matter how intellectual or clever we are, if we abide not in God and when our minds are not completely focussed on God all the time. This happened with Israel, for as they forgot God they lacked in true knowledge. When you speak about a lack, you speak of a drought and a shortfall. If we seek to prosper in spirit, soul and body, therefore avoiding the drought and lack, we need to abide in God so that our minds are consumed with His knowledge, wisdom and understanding.

We read in “1 Corinthians 2: 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.” If we truly follow God and abide in Him, then we “have the mind of Christ”. We are then able to discern, understand and perceive on a much higher level for God is superior to all. For in Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

Yet in our own intelligence and wisdom, we remain limited, yet in God we comprehend the path to walk as we seek a life of victory.

It says in “Colossians 1: 19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.” Glory to God, we are reconciled to God. And if we are reconciled, we are then one with God and one with God’s mind. But then we must abide in God (John 15) and rest in His presence.

Indeed, as we focus upon God, and as we have the “mind of Christ”, we find that we also come into greater unity with others who have such a mind. Paul wrote in “Romans 15:5 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus.” And also “1 Corinthians 1:10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” It also says in “Philippians 4:2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.” Greater unity in the church will be achieved when as believers we are of one mind, but then we must have the mind of Christ in order to know His will, truth and way. After all, Jesus is the way, truth and life.

The mind, therefore, remains a key spiritual battlefield. As God has called us to worship in the high places (we are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms - Ephesians 2:6 ), just so the mind is the highest place of our body and we have to take control of it to walk in victory. We do so by submitting and yielding to God, therefore, becoming less so that He becomes more in our thoughts and actions. The mind is also the area attacked by Satan, and he has been doing it by instilling false wisdom, knowledge and false “doctrines” and ideologies for thousands of years. The child of God won't, in general, be easily swayed by other religions, for the obvious reasons that it denounces the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as God, but rather they could be deceived through subtle forms of reason and logic. We must always guard the mind, and always seek God’s truth and the right path by abiding in the Lord’s divine wisdom and knowledge.

It is written in Daniel 12:4 that many will go to increase knowledge. The angel of God spoke this to Daniel before the end finally comes. 2500 years later knowledge exalting itself against God has increased rapidly, giving birth to religions, governments, ideologies, philosophies and pagan practices. This knowledge is the roots of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, extending into all spheres of life throughout all ages. It is not the knowledge of God or the wisdom of the Spirit. It is not Jesus, who is the true root of Jesse and the offspring of the tribe of Judah. This knowledge exalts man's mind to a place of spiritual rebellion and to become his own god.

David writes in “Psalm 1: 1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.”

We must be rooted and planted in God so that our minds are anchored by His majesty and greatness. Only in God do we prosper, but it must be primarily in spirit, then soul and then the body. In God, we shall not lack or wither and we shall not perish because of a lack of knowledge. God must be our primary thought, and His Word must remain the light and lamp unto our path so that we may continue victoriously and blessed on the narrow road, avoiding the broad way to destruction.

Proverbs 3 reminds us not to lean on our understanding and to acknowledge God in all our ways (verses five and six). If we do so, He shall direct our paths. To be directed speaks of not getting lost. So many people in this world are lost, meaning they have lost hope, faith, love, purpose, joy, the meaning of life and even their identity. They are lost in their thoughts, in fulfilling their destiny, in achieving their dreams and aspirations. They have become lost in the darkness, yet God wants to guide us all as the Good Shepherd on the right path to know Him, to know ourselves, and to know life in its fullness.

For Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12), and like a lighthouse, He guides all who call Him to survive the storms and to find greener pastures and quiet rivers (Psalm 23). This is possible because of John 3:16, and because the veil is torn in two and because God welcomes all who are weary, burdensome and tried. We can all find our ‘way home’ out of the dark, and then our minds and hearts will know peace, rest and a great calmness. Yes, only God can lead us to such a state of grace and hope, for he is the truth that liberates and He is the hope of glory. If we truly want to know the path and the light of the Good Shepherd, this calls for our minds to be yielded and submitted to God as we lean upon Him and trust Him to lead us day and night.

The Lord desires for us to return to Him, to remember Him, to honour Him, worship Him and give Him all the glory. He desires for us to be mindful of Him, for Him to consume our thoughts and for Him to consume our days of living. When we look at ourselves, there is either condemnation or commendation. When we look at ourselves and not God, our failures and weaknesses either overcome us, or our pride and hunger to be gods overcome us. When we look at ourselves, there is the world and imperfection, there is the reminder of the flesh and our past, and there is the control of the emotion, the gratification of the senses and the sharp realization we are but human.

Yet, when we look not at ourselves, casting away self-absorption and self-centeredness, but looking upon Jesus, beholding Him in all His holiness and splendour, we see the author and finisher of our faith. We then behold the majesty and the glory, we see the resurrection and the life, and we bow before the Rose of Sharon, the Lilly of the Valley, the Lion of Judah and the Lamb who is worthy to open the seals. 

We behold the truth and the power, and we know, yes we know, He is God and He is Lord! With our eyes upon Jesus and with our minds centred on Him, this world fades, our past and future fade, for only the here and now is where we long to live and breathe.

With our eyes upon Jesus, we see His plans, His ways, His perfection and His beauty. With our eyes upon Jesus, we know in our hearts that His grace and mercy are new every morning. Truly, his grace is sufficient for us. His grace makes us strong when we are weak and by His love, we are forgiven and strengthened to reign with Him. 

With our eyes upon Jesus, there is peace, there is hope, there is comfort, there is joy and there is the cry of the heart just to worship and serve. All the shackles and burdens shatter. 

All that remains is His perfect and pleasing will. Oh, let us lay down our ways and follow completely His will! Oh, with our eyes upon Jesus, there is only one desire and only longing: to worship Him and to glorify Him. There is the only desire to live and please Him! 

Oh, by the power of His love, by the power of His grace, by the power of His touch, we bow the knee, our hearts melt, and we know that He is God and we are but man! 

With our eyes upon Jesus, everything in this world pales in comparison and fades away. At His feet, we lay down our crowns, we lay down our plans, our ways, our deeds and our pride and we surrender. At the feet of God, our longing is stilled, our thirst and hunger quenched and we can be at peace. Let us be still, our eyes upon Jesus, our minds upon Him, beholding Him, crying out for Him, seeking His touch and love, for then we will be satisfied and then we will be free.
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Mediate upon the Lord day and night
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We live in a world of a lot of information. We are constantly bombarded and our senses are daily assaulted. It is a constant battle to determine what is true and what lies are, while at the same time all such ‘negative’ information can easily lead us down a road of defeat, despair and anxiety.

We have to remember the purest form of truth is found in God, and as believers, all information received from God should trump all other kinds of information. For Jesus is the Word who became flesh in the beginning (John 1). By such Word, we must shape our reality, determine our future and learn from the past.

So the question is, what do we meditate upon? Are we plugged into the world or is our mind plugged into God? Joshua 1:8 says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” Do we truly meditate upon God’s Word day and night? Do we really pay attention to His Word?

David described the Word of God, therefore the Law in his days, in Psalm 119:105 as being a lamp to his feet and a light to his path. It should lead us away from darkness and down paths that are safe. Yet constantly we end up on the darken roads for we have not paid attention to the Word or we have simply ignored it. If we cast our mind upon God, and our thoughts upon His Kingdom, we shall discover that indeed His Word brings us life, hope, clarity and understanding. Jesus said in Matthew 4, “4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” God is life, His Word is life, so we must meditate and think upon such word all the time!

The reality is that this world is rife with lies, deceptions, seductions, misinformation and propaganda. Truth has become a rare commodity. Truth is probably the scarcest of the commodities, yet the most precious and most vital for our freedom and wellbeing. We have to remember the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) is the father of lies, and he loves to sow misinformation to cause panic, anxiety, confusion and fear. 

As believers, we are called to primarily focus upon God, His Word and Truth. Joshua 1:8 reminds us that if we follow God’s ways (the Book of the Law for example in the day of Israel), we shall be prosperous and have success.

In these dark hours where everyone it seems is doing as they please, where the wickedness of man is great and every intent of the thoughts of his heart is continually evil as in the days of Noah, there is a fine line between those who are speaking the will of God, and hearing the Lord, compared to those who are but merely speaking out of the imagination, out of the flesh and running around making all kinds of claims. And such days are upon us. Days of wisdom and great foolishness, of reality and deception, of truth and deception.

Solon writes in Proverbs 3, “5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” We need to mediate upon God and think upon His Word all the time so that we are guided and directed by His hand and will. God is good, and we must trust Him to lead us in such goodness. Therefore, we must not lean on our own understanding, therefore let our thoughts be our primary determiner of truth, but we must LEAN upon God’s wisdom and truth.

David said in “Psalm 119:27 Make me understand the way of Your precepts; So shall I meditate on Your wonderful works.” Upon what are we mediating? What defines our lives? What are we listening to? To what are we paying attention to? Paul wrote in “Philippians 4:8 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.”

We live in a world of cruelty, depravity, wickedness and spiritual darkness. In the midst of it all, we are reminded to think about what is pure and just. We can only do so when we think about God all the time, and when our minds and thoughts have completely been consumed by God.  Paul wrote in “Romans 8:5-6: For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

What things are our minds set upon? Is it centred upon the world, or is it God-focused and orientated? 

Romans 12:2 says, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” To conform means to comply with rules, standards, or laws. To be transformed means a marked change in form, nature, or appearance. Therefore, we are called to be transformed in our nature to be more LIKE (appearance) God, so that we conform to God’s laws and standards, and not to the rules and regulations and ideas of this world.

We renew our minds by making sure we think and meditate upon God, His ways, His Word and Truth. Paul said in “1 Timothy 4: 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.” Paul provided Timothy with sound advice, reminding him to keep his mind preoccupied with the Kingdom of God, and not the things of this world.

Many believe in the truth of the saying that “what you think you are”. It is a Buddhist teaching, attempting to show just how powerful thoughts can be. For example, if you are thinking happy things, you will in turn be happy and the same is true for sadness. While the mind and the body are connected, and while our thoughts are important, we must be careful that our mind does not define us, for then the soul becomes more important than the spirit.

In German-born spiritual teacher Eckhardt Tolle’s book, The Power of Now, he says, “The mind is a superb instrument if used rightly. Used wrongly, however, it becomes very destructive. To put it more accurately, it is not so much that you use your mind wrongly — you usually don’t use it at all. It uses you. This is the disease. You believe that you are your mind. This is the delusion. The instrument has taken you over.” Our thoughts are learned responses to stimuli. As such, they are products of a mind formed by outside influences. They are, therefore, conditioned responses that have nothing to do with your true nature. Yet they still have an impact on us, and therefore God calls us to be renewed in our mind and heart, and for us to remain pure in spirit, soul and body in our worship of Him.

The reality is that many in this world right now are not listening to God, and their minds have become very carnal. Of them we read in “Romans 1: 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, [n]maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.” Carnality is like poison, and it does corrupt. We are called to, therefore, meditate upon God’s Word and truth to walk in His pure and good ways.

In Matthew 16 we read of what Jesus said, “23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” The devil does want people to meditate upon the order, truth and ways of God. He has no interest in the truth or holiness and purity of God. He wants people all over the world to adopt the same mindset of rebellion. He wants people to be “not mindful of the things of God”.

Psalm 7:9 says, “Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, but establish the just; for the righteous God tests the hearts and minds.” We need to allow God to work in us so that we make sure our thoughts our focussed and centred upon the Lord’s goodness, truth and ways. David also said in “Psalm 26:2 Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my mind and my heart.” What will God find in our minds if we ask Him to reveal and prove the value of our minds? Will it be full of filth and garbage, or the truth of God?

In Ephesians 4 we read, “17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the FUTILITY OF THEIR MIND, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

The futility of the mind was nothing new in the days of Paul. We read in “Ezekiel 13: 6 hey have envisioned futility and false divination, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord!’ But the Lord has not sent them; yet they hope that the word may be confirmed. 7 Have you not seen a futile vision, and have you not spoken false divination? You say, ‘The Lord says,’ but I have not spoken.” The word futile refers to pointlessness or uselessness. So in Ephesians 4, Paul urged believers that their minds, therefore their thoughts, must not be pointless but must be useful. This is also the case in the days of Ezekiel, where people were seeing and speaking things supposedly of God but were useless and pointless.

Philippines 2 says, “5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.“ We are, therefore, constantly encouraged in Scriptures to have the mind of Christ, and therefore, to consider what Jesus would think upon. In this case, we are taught humility, and the power of serving others. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2, “16 For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.” The reality is that we are supposed to have the mind of Christ, meaning we are supposed to be conformed to the will of God, and in the process be transformed in His likeness and greatness.

Paul said the following in “Philippians 3: 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have [d]apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.” Again, as with Philippians 2, we are edified to seek the mind of God, and such mind according to the apostle is for us to “press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” We are called to be mature in our thinking and conduct to the glory of God.

This is also the case in “2 Peter 3: 1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.”

Yes, we must seek God so that we are secure in our thoughts and our minds rest upon His wisdom and counsel. Philippians 4:7 says, “and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” In seeking God, and in trusting and having faith, we lean upon Him and allow His peace to settle us.

When we are truly reborn, what we think about changes. We are given a new mind, thus the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). Your mind is renewed as you read His Word that reveals His character and His ways and enables you to discern what is the ‘good, pleasing, perfect will of God’ (Romans 12:2). Reborn disciples think of the Kingdom, of God, and His truth and God’s ways. Instead of the rebellious, self-focused, worldly thoughts you had before knowing God, His thoughts will become your thoughts, and His ways your ways (Isaiah 55: 8-9; Philippians 2:5). For truly, your minds should be focussed on the eternal, on the beautiful and the glory of God. For your thoughts have been crowned with salvation.

Just as the mind changes, so does the heart. Jeremiah 17:9 says “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” And also “Proverbs 4:23 Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” If we are truly reborn, we need to allow God to put a new heart and mind within us, for we need to have the mind of Christ. With a new mind and heart, our conduct will truly reflect the glory of God. As your mind and heart changes, so does your words. It says in “Luke 6:45 that out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks”. As you gain a new heart and mind when you are ‘born again’, what comes out of your mouth changes too.  Blessings rather than curses will pour forth from your mouth! You will sing praises to God, and offer up prayers to Him and for His people (Psalm 7:17; 35:28; 71:15; 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18; Romans 12:12; Ephesians 6:18). You will find ‘rivers of living water’, wise, and just words will pour forth from your mouth that will be a fountain of life to others! (John 7:38; Proverbs 10:11; 21; Psalm 37:30).

May we meditate upon God all the time. May God be our first and final thought in all things, day in and day out.
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The other day the Lord placed in my spirit that we must be very careful that we do not treat the Lord as an afterthought.  If we look at the definition of an afterthought, it means "a later thought," thus a "reflection after an act," or it can also be something not thought of originally, thus something secondary.

The question is, therefore, is God our first thought in all matters? For the Lord said in Matthew 6 in the Lord’s Prayer that we must pray for God’s Kingdom to come and His will to be done. Thus, His Kingdom and Will take top priority, and upon such matters, we must reflect. In the same chapter, the Lord said we must FIRST seek His Kingdom and His righteousness. The Amplified Bible translates it as follows: “33 But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness [His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all these things will be given to you also.”

It is important to note the word “BUT”, for it precedes verses 31 and 32 that reads: “31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. “For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.” In Matthew 6 we are thus urged to first consider God’s Kingdom and God’s Ways (His righteousness) above all else, even above our earthly needs, wants desires, and yes, even our will. If we make God an afterthought, then our needs, our will and our ways takes priority above God’s Kingdom. It says in “Philippians 4:8: Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”  Yes, everything that is good, noble and pure – thus of God – must be our main concern and deserves all our attention and effort.

Psalm 1 says: “1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.” The way of righteousness is to consider God’s Word and His Truth above all else. It is to seek God’s path of holiness, purity and to walk in the ways of what is right and to depart from the ways of wickedness. Take note to “mediate upon something” is to THINK about (something) carefully. God’s Word should be our first thought in all that we do. God’s Truth should be what preoccupies our thoughts and it should dictate our path all the time, for it leads us in the ways of His Truth. Thus it says in Psalm 119:105 that “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” To treat God as an afterthought is to place our THOUGHTS primarily on our will, to seek after our kingdom and to seek after our truth.

To seek after God’s Kingdom, thus to pursue it and to pray for His will to be done, primarily places focus on the need to follow God primarily when it comes to our conduct, speech and thought. We can only exalt God when God is not an afterthought but saturates our entire being and our very reason for existence. Jesus said in “Luke 9:23: Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” If we truly want to follow and serve God, He must be our main focus, our soul desire and our yearning every day. His Kingdom must take complete priority above all. This is the way of the disciple. Our thoughts, therefore, our minds must be consumed by God.

This is why it so important that we are completely led by the Spirit of God, for the Spirit of God leads us in all truth (John 16), and by the Spirit of God, we are led in the knowledge, understanding and wisdom of the Kingdom. Galatians 5:25 says “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” If we keep in step with the Spirit, we shall make God our highest priority. It says in “1 Corinthians 2: 16 for “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.” We can truly only know the mind of Christ, thus His will and ways and discern His purpose, when we truly walk by the Spirit of the Lord (Romans 8) and when we abide in the Lord (John 15).

In Revelation 2, the church in Ephesus was told that they had left their first love. God is and should always be our First Love. The greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our minds. Thus, we must seek the Lord all the time, meditate on His Word and He must thus be on our mind from morning to night. All that we do flows from our relationship with God. For God to be our priority means He deserves our time, our energy and our devotion. He must never be secondary in our thoughts, in our decisions, in our conduct or in ways we walk. He must be our primary source of delight, hope, and joy. He must be the primary reason for our existence, and our primary motivation to shine His light in a dark world. God should never be an afterthought, but simply THE thought first thing in the morning and in the evening.

As a last thought, David wrote the following in “Psalm 63: O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. 2 So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, to see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise You. 4 Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. 5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. 6 When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches. 7 Because You have been my help, therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. 8 My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.”

Do we truly thirst for God? Do we meditate upon Him and His Word day and night? Do we long to be in His Presence, abiding and resting? For in His Presence we find our joy, hope and strength. Yes, let us seek God above all else, for He is worthy of our praises day and night!
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Guard the mind against the poisoning
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It cannot be stressed enough, wherever you turn, our minds are in danger of being poisoned and polluted by this world and by the devil. Against such pollution and poison, we must take guard and a stand by meditating upon the Word of God and the purity of His knowledge and wisdom.

Psalm 58 speaks of those who poison others: “3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies. 4 Their poison is like the poison of a serpent; they are like the deaf cobra that stops its ear, 5 which will not heed the voice of charmers, charming ever so skillfully.” For poison to be like the poison of a serpent is serious, for this refers to the devil himself who is the great serpent/dragon. Yes, there have been many throughout history who have poisoned people with their lies, deceptions, trickery, manipulations and seductions. Some set up tyrannical governments, some ran destructive cults and some destroyed many lives in the pursuit of greed and power.

Paul said in “Galatians 3:1: O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?” The word “bewitched” can mean enchanter even cast a spell over someone. Oh yes, millions have people have over the years been bewitched through manipulations and propaganda to believe lies. This was also the case during the Dark Ages when the Catholic Church bewitched the people with all kinds of erroneous doctrines (and still happens today). The inquisitions and witch hunts during the Middle Ages and afterwards were for example also fuelled by the spread of misinformation, designed to beguile and deceive. Wars have been fought because of the bewitchment of people. Such is the power of bewitching or poisoning someone’s mind.

Paul writes in “2 Timothy 3: 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; 9 but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was.” Reality is, millions of people throughout the ages of resisted the truth because their minds have become corrupted by this world. They “progress no further” in their spirituality, for their thinking is merely futile.

Revelation 18 says about the fall of Babylon the Great: “1 After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 3 For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the [b]abundance of her luxury.” 4 And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.” Whatever we deem Babylon to be, be it a country or an institution or a system or a religious order. It bewitched people to believe her dark and cruel lies.

Do you know there is a growing trend in Hollywood that depicts God as being a liar? This is of course of great concern. Such a representation of God is demonic and diabolical. In one very popular television series based on the supposed supernatural, God is depicted merely as a writer, and that all “writers lie”. So God is shown to be false, deceptive and He only creates for His enjoyment and entertainment. The devil is of course doing this for a purpose. We read in John 8:44 of the devil: “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. Hollywood has become the big propaganda machine to poison people’s minds. It happens daily, every second across the globe.

The devil is the father of lies. This is his nature. Yet for the devil to creep into people’s lives like a cockroach, and into people’s homes and society, he is looking to change certain perceptions of himself. So the devil is pushing for the world to believe God is the liar, and not him. This will make him more credible, and more trustworthy. The devil wants people to believe him, even though his very nature is to manipulate, to steal, to destroy, to cheat and to be deceptive. He is using every stagey and means possible to poison the world to turn against God and to support his diabolical schemes and plans.

Thus, the devil is trying to be God in the eyes of the world – the one who is honest and truthful. He is using Hollywood to mastermind this swop in “roles”. After all, he was thrown out of heaven because he wanted the seat of God. It didn’t work, so now he wants to taint God’s image and reputation in the eyes of mankind. And sadly, many are believing the father of lies. Yes the devil does not want people to believe (therefore the war against the mind) in the Scriptures, of what God says about being forgiven or being free, or having hope, or being gifted, or having a purpose, of being valuable or being blessed. He wants people to doubt the truth of God and what the Word says. So he launches this campaign where God is portrayed as a liar.

Right from the beginning of mankind in the garden, the devil lied. Still today he is cunning. He wants people to believe a different truth and different reality. God of course takes the practice of lying and being deceptive very seriously because it is the work of the devil. The devil will always lie, and he is even pushing Hollywood to lie about God! He remains the antichrist that pushes his agenda. Yet we stand upon Numbers 23:19 that says “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”
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