

  

    

  




   




  From a photo to a Fine Art




  How to create a painted effect in Photoshop with textures
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  1. Introduction




  We love textures. You too? Oh, of course you do! Definitely.




  Don't you also admire those delicate, romantic floral images you find from time to time when browsing the web? Airy, light and incredibly fragile formations - impossible to find something like this in the nature. Those formations look like paintings but they are not. They are photographs.




   




  As well romantic ocean views evoking our longing for the sea and the beach. But they do not evoke the desire for the ocean we know, the one in which we swim in. It's not the beach where our children play, it's not the ice cream, french fries or suntan lotion realm, where the sun is burning, the sand is everywhere to scratch us, and the sinking sun is a sign for us to pack our stuff together and leave.




   




  Rather those pictures are about the longing for distance , for freedom, and dreaming of far off places. They are dreams of lonesome beach-walks, of the fresh breeze, and of the scent of salty ocean air that surrounds us, the screeching of the Seagulls, and the peaceful sound of the waves lapping up on the beach as they deposit small treasures on the sand. The longing for eternity and freedom.




   




  At the other end of the scale, there are dark, sinister or haunting images. A cool shiver runs up your back and gives you goosebumps while looking at those photographs. They seem both eerily beautiful and Melancholic. We almost automatically look out for the sad White Lady who, at any moment, could come out of the shadows.




  Still, other photos that look as if they had sprung from the distant past. Painted on canvas, painted on wood, painted in times of the romantics. Here, too, it is only to realize at a second glance that those pictures are photographs and not paintings.




   




  Another leap, again a trip down memory lane, again different pictures. You feel sweet melancholy when you look at those pictures. The colors are faded and yellowed, creases are visible, dirty, faded and scratched pictures, but they are nostalgia in it’s purest form. Truly they are really not that old, they are brand-new; shot by a digital camera.
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  As different as all those pictures may be, they have two things in common: First, they are layered with one or more textures and digitally retouched. Secondly, the intention was not to improve the picture, to let it look “like it was“, but to transform an imagined reality into visible truth. The imagination substitutes reality – but the imagination is not less true than reality. It is just not visible. Perception, fantasy, inwardness, impression and impact.




  Those pictures are far away from reality – those pictures are art. To create pictures by using a texture the intention is not to make it more beautiful, but rather to express the inner self. With pictures like these the artist wants to enchant you, horrify you, give you the creeps. He wants you to reminisce, to bask in nostalgia. With his pictures he wants to stir emotion in the spectator. The artist wants to express his view of the world, to make his dream world, his wishes, and his longings visible. In this case expression means “texture” - merging with a photograph, it becomes a work of art.




   




  Before pictures can turn into art, the question of “How do I work with textures at all?” presents itself. Because art and skill are invariably linked, and skill is derived from knowledge, the first requirement you have to attain is this knowledge. But you don't have to reinvent the wheel. That's the reason why we created this little e-book for you. We have compiled lots of tips, inspiration, a step-by-step-guide and interviews on the topic of “texture”.




  2. Knowledge: Textures in arts




  Texture is a word of Latin derivation “Textura” which means “textile”. Originally this word specifics exclusively woven materials. Nowadays the definition is broadened and it describes all surface structures, resp. all material that is not absolutely smooth and has a distinctive, patterned surface.




  In the ancient world




  In ancient Greece, textures played an enormous role. Of course not to valorize or decorate a painted picture but to create a true-to-life picture. The legend tells of a challenge between the Greek master painter Zeuxis and his competitor Parrhasios, both have lived at the turn of the 4th the 5th Century BC. For this contest Zeuxis had painted grapes that looked so real that birds came flying to peck at them.
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  Fig: Pompeian Artist, AD 70, Still Life With Fruit Bowl, House of Julia Felix




   




  What does this story has to do with textures? Well, in order to achieve a very realistic illusion, it was necessary that the artist not only painted shapes and colors of objects, but had an heightened awareness of light, shadows and textures – precisely textures. The aim of painting objects as realistic as possible and the interest in objects' structures shows up on-again, off-again since the ancient world.
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aim for an abstract element of a realistic subject
and use texture to add Interest and suggest depth.*
s Margaret Roseman





