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    As An Introduction




    Dear Reader,




    This work will cover the origins of the Puritan Colony which landed at Plymouth, Massachusetts in November 1620.




    Starting in the 1200’s with an action of King John of England, to John Wycliffe who was the first to translate the Bible into English, to the Lollards who followed Wycliffe, to the New Learners who followed the Lollards, to the Puritans who fled England and to their exodus to America.




    Additionally, this work will study the four hundred years of persecutions, sufferings, physical tortures and executions by being burned alive at the stake for no other reason than having differing views from the established churches of the times or for possessing Bible literature that was printed in English.




    History can be viewed an incoming tide, a flow. Each wave of the tide can therefore be an event in time and can be explored with infinite detail, or the tide can be seen as a whole entity with each wave being a progressive element of the tide in itself.




    Because this book covers an enormous span of history, we can not explore in detail every event within the time frame it deserves. In fact, almost all of the events from the thirteenth century in England to the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the early seventeenth century is worthy of a book in itself, and in fact, in many instances, this has been accomplished.




    What we wish to accomplish then is to show you how one man, John Wycliffe, with extraordinary intestinal fortitude, education and deep faith did in fact launch a tide of thought and action that culminated in the founding of the Plymouth colony in America.


  




  

    What This Book is, and What it is Not




    This work is not being written in the hopes it will become a “scholarly work.” We are not intending that it will be confined to the halls of academia, to be discussed “ad nauseum” by learned professors and university students. In too many instances these works are fatiguing and daunting to the reader. We write this book therefore, for you the Reader, to enjoy and to see how the ebb and flow of events can and do influence our lives in the present. Although there has been a vast amount of research in the preparation of this work, we have chosen not to break up the reader’s comprehension by inserting numerous footnotes, which can be a distraction to you, the reader. All the reference material has been duly noted in the Works Cited section following each chapter. In cases of the old English words or words of a technical nature we have immediately supplied the definition, then and there. Some of the quotations used are also of the Old English and the Middle English styles and have been reproduced in order to retain the “flavor” of the times. Additionally, we have written this book in chronological order. We try not to “skip” around which may cause the Reader to lose track of the flow of events and thought.




    And lastly, the book has been written for the American, specifically, the audience of the United States of America reader. For this reason much of the events which transpired in England have been glossed over in order to remain focused on the storyline.


  




  

    What this Book is Not




    This book is not a criticism of any institution, religious or secular. It is not anti-Catholic nor a condemnation of monarchies. We have confined our research to those historians that have reported the actual conditions of the times, without prejudice. In some instance we have inserted very graphic detail as to highlight certain events, sufferings or conditions. It is done to help explain and highlight a given point.




    This Work is Most Assuredly not a Condemnation of the Roman Catholic Church.




    At first blush, the Catholic Church has survived for nearly two thousand years. It is inconceivable that any institution could exist for this amount of time if it was not of greater benefit to mankind than not. But, as with any multi-national organization, there were times when there have been bad managers. The Catholic Church was not immune from these occurrences.




    Without the financial support of the Catholic Church, and wealthy Catholic patrons; there might not have been the likes of artists such as Da Vinci, Raphael and Michelangelo; of musicians such as Corelli, Bach and Vivaldi; and leaders in science such as Gregor Mendel, a pioneer in the study of genetics, to name a few.




    Indeed, every time we look at a calendar we are reminded of some of the noble works of the Catholic Church as the modern day calendar was a development from that organization.




    Our goal then, is to supply you, the Reader with enough information to cause you to think about all the steps that have taken place in mankind’s history to bring us where we are in this current time and place. We would also hope that after reading this work you will come to fully appreciate the pains and sufferings of those individuals that answered a higher calling.




    Additionally, this work is a balancing act; we have included a number of individual burnings, tortures and quoted references. These recorded events have been used to help develop our story only. There were many more examples that could have been used, but out of respect for you, dear reader, we have not listed them all as they may become overwhelming and/or boring.




    With these points in mind, let us begin our journey.


  




  

    Chapter One - The Tide Begins To Flow




    “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost always bad men.”




    Lord Acton




    In all things there is a beginning. In order for the Puritan Fathers to land at Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620, in their attempt to gain religious freedom and independence, there had to be a reason to escape their English homeland. The Puritans were the end result of over four hundred years of turmoil and persecutions. The start of all these events was to be a chink in the armor of the established Church of the land, the Roman Catholic Church. This chink came in the form of at first nationalism and then was further widened by accurate knowledge in matters of science and more importantly, Bible knowledge.




    Before we can introduce and explain the importance of John Wycliffe we must highlight the circumstances to which England found herself in prior to Wycliffe’s birth and how they had a direct influence on Wycliffe himself.




    In the Beginning




    In the thirteenth century, in England, that is to say the years 1201 to 1300, there were enormous changes taking place in how people viewed themselves, their government and their Church.




    In this time frame, in England, there were, no less than, and not confined to the following events; three monarchs, King John (1199-1216), King Henry III (1216-1272) and Edward I (1272-1307). Major events included; the Magna Carta (the Great Charter of 1215) The Revolt of the Barons (1215-1217) (as an opposition to the excesses of King John), the entrance into England of the Mendicant (the begging) Friars and the Provision of Oxford in 1258 (establishing a new form of government limiting regal authority).




    Our discussion now explores a war not mentioned above; a war of wills, a war of two individuals and a war of two institutions. This was a bloodless war taking place in England. Not a war in the conventional sense; with great opposing armies, instruments of destruction and civilian casualties as we have come to know in the twenty-first century. It was a war of ego, power and wealth.




    The contestants in this war were Pope Innocent III and King John of England; the bone of contention was the investiture of the Archbishop of Canterbury. (Investiture to mean a formal ceremony at which someone is placed in an office or given an official rank.)




    Sir Winston Churchill relates “In Britain for the first time there was achieved a unity of faith, morals, and Church government covering five-sixths of the Island.” And he continues, “the Island was now entirely Christian, and by far the greater and more powerful part was directly associated with the Papacy.”




    The history of the Papacy can be confusing to the reader as there were numerous Popes or Pontiffs. Most Pontiffs began to govern the Church as older men and there time in office usually lasted but a few years. From the first Pontiff, Peter, to Pope Innocent III there were one hundred and seventy-seven Popes covering approximately 1,166 years. The average tenure for a Pontiff was then just over six and one half years.




    Pope Innocent III




    Innocent III’s tenure as Pope was longer than most Pontiffs of the time given that he was a younger man, age thirty-eight, when he was elected. Coming from a family of Roman nobility, he was educated first at Rome and later went to the University of Paris and then attended the university at Bologna. His pontificate was from 1198 until his death in 1216. As pointed out by New Advent, Innocent is remembered not so much as a theologian but as a great ruler and statesman. He was well versed in statecraft and diplomacy and was also intent on positioning the Church as a major player in temporal matters (Secular or non-church activities). Chevalier Artaud De Montor states; “Innocent III was one of the ablest statesmen of his time, endowed with tried courage, a firm yet not obstinate nature, and an enlightenment which may be termed supernatural.” Early in his tenure as Pope, he was instrumental in throwing out the Germans who were trying to control the Italian peninsula. After this initial success, his eyes turned to the rest of the world.




    From J.C.L. De Sismondi we learn that Innocent founded two orders of Mendicant (begging) Friars; the Franciscans and the Dominicans. These orders were charged with the responsibility of repressing all activity of learning and to eliminate heresy (opinions contradicting religious authority). The Dominicans were given the special responsibility to discover and pursue the destruction of these new reformers by the use of Innocents’ new tool; the Inquisition. These Mendicant Friars were to have an enormous negative impact on English society in the years to come.




    Innocent III also initiated a third general synod at Rome, a Council Lateran, toward the end of his life. This council, as John Foxe informs, was concerned primarily with the squashing of the rising tide of heresy. Additionally and also to have disastrous affects, were two doctrinal inventions; firstly was the concept of Transubstantiation (the doctrine that the bread and wine of Communion become, in substance, but not appearance, the body and blood of Jesus Christ at consecration). This will be covered in greater detail in the following chapter. The other equally offensive doctrine, also causing substantial suffering and persecutions was that from that time forward, priests were forbidden to marry.




    Pope Innocent III
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    The driving force behind Innocent III push towards world power was his unrivaled knowledge of canon law (religious writings and/or doctrines).




    In a letter to the Ambassadors of Philip Augustus, as referenced by NNDB, Innocent exclaimed; “To princes power is given on earth, but to priests it is attributed also in heaven; to the former only over bodies, to the latter also over souls. Whence it follows that by so much as the soul is superior to the body, the priesthood is superior to the kingship... Single rulers have single provinces, and single kings single kingdoms; but Peter, as in the plenitude, so in the extent of his power is pre-eminent over all, since he is the Vicar of Him whose is the earth and the fullness thereof, the whole wide world and all that dwell therein.”




    And again, when responding to King John of England, Innocent stated; “The King of Kings... so established the kingship and the priesthood in the church, that the kingship should be priestly, and the priesthood royal, as is evident from the epistle of Peter and the law of Moses, setting one over all, whom he appointed his vicar on earth.”




    Citing H.G. Wells; “Sooner or later mankind must come to one universal peace, unless our race is to be destroyed by the increasing power of our own destructive inventions; and that universal peace must need take the form of a government, that is to say a law-sustaining organization, in the best sense of the word religious; a government ruling men through the educated co-ordination of their minds in a common conception of human history and human destiny.”




    So then, it would seem that by this thinking, universal in concept, the thirteenth century Church was attempting to create and extend its spiritual and legal power throughout the Christian world.




    However, remember Lord Acton!




    On Pope Innocent III, Chevalier Artaud de Montor writes “He brought to the administration,” says Sismondi, “a profound knowledge of the interests of his country and of the Holy See, and the courage and ambition of a still youthful patrician, and, finally, a reputation for sanctity and learning, due to a well-ordered life and esteemed writings.”




    De Montor further relates that “Innocent III was a pontiff of the most distinguished character. He surpassed all men of merit of his day.” Further, “No one could leave his presence without being in awe of his astounding memory.”




    Innocent III was a man of medium stature but at the same time his bearing was most imposing and under his reign the temporal power of the Pope and Church gained new strength. Innocent was constantly on the search for ways to assert Papal authority in the developing countries of Europe and was always full of zeal for ecclesiastical interests.




    Innocent, and hence the Church, were already involved in intrigues and conflicts in many of the states and principalities comprising Europe. The areas were vast. They included, but were not limited to; England, France, Spain, Augsburg, Bavaria, Portugal, Sicily, Bohemia, Flanders and many more. In each of these areas there were municipalities and royal houses to contend with. These disputes involved rivalries between princely houses, land disputes, rights of succession, marriages and marriage annulments and there was the Moorish invasion of Spain. In addition, there were problems with the Eastern Church and lastly, the Holy Lands.




    These events were placed in Innocent’s lap. It was if the entire world was a huge sand box, full of unruly children and Innocent III was the playground monitor trying to maintain order.




    But the prize was England!




    David Hume relates that the See of Canterbury in England was the most important dignity in the Church, after the papal throne. (Papal See; the authority, jurisdiction, and governmental functions associated with the papacy.)




    Innocent was ever seeking a way to further the Church’s position in England, and the new King of England, John, was about to lay it on Innocents lap.




    King John
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    King John of England




    Churchill relates that in the royal chamber at Westminster at the time, there were paintings done at the King’s command. The King at that time was Henry II. One of the paintings depicted four young eaglets preying upon the parent eagle. “The fourth eaglet was poised at the parent’s neck, ready to pick out the eyes.”




    Henry II is reported to have remarked, “The four eaglets are my sons who cease not to persecute me even unto death. The youngest of them, whom I now embrace with so much affection, will sometime in the end insult me more grievously and more dangerously than any of the others.” That young eaglet at his father’s neck was to become King John.




    John ruled England from 1199 until 1216, a tumultuous time for England and the world. There were wars on the Continent, the Church was ever attempting to increase its authority over the Christian kingdoms and at home, in England, there was an awakening to the concept of the rule of law over that of dictatorial monarchies.




    Records indicate that John was extremely capable in his governance, had an inquiring mind and that he extremely treasured his library of books. However one would really have to dig very deeply to find John’s good qualities as his vices and behavior greatly exceeded any good that he may have done.




    Monkish chroniclers have noted that he was given to fits of violence, greed, treachery and lust. Most historians have linked the word “rage” when referencing King John. It appears that his entire life was spent in isolated fits of rage followed by an attempt to clean up the mess these rages left behind. And in addition, the chronicler Mathew Paris stated; “King John was the greatest tyrant born of woman.”




    David Hume remarked that John lived in an age when personal valor was regarded as life’s’ chief accomplishment. But John’s always disgraceful conduct was almost always held in contempt. Hence, he was to rule his subjects with “doubtful authority.” John had not developed the knack of attracting the loyalty of his barons either by affection or by fear.




    Further, as noted by Creasy, John had so alienated those in his kingdom by his tyranny that there was hardly a man he could depend upon. No man’s life, no woman’s honor was safe from his brutal and outrageous behavior. There was no known form of evilness and cruelty this despot would inflict upon his subjects. John had become known for his cowardice and capricious nature and was despised for it; men had their lands confiscated without a trial and then banished from the country and many were put to death by his whimsical orders. Many times John would try to satisfy his sick mind by the use of torture, one of his favorites was to have his victims starved to death.




    As far as the Church was concerned, John was no great admirer nor had a religious nature. Paris makes us aware on his notes concerning a hunting trip made by the King;




    “that the king upon a time in his hunting, coming where a very fat stag was cut lip and opened. (or how the hunters term it I cannot tell.) the king beholding the fatness and the liking of the stag. “See,” saith he.“how easily and happily he hath lived, and yet for all that he never heard any mass.”




    Churchill further writes that John probably achieved more in uniting England from his vises than most sovereigns achieved through their labors of virtue.




    King John would be the last of the English monarchs whose nature and governance would be tyrannical. He was a wild horse who had not yet been tamed by the bridle of law.




    Maybe it was a just conclusion that John died from dysentery.




    THE CONFLICT




    What was to take place now in the histories of the Church and England was to have enormous consequences in the futures of both entities. It was to expose “the weak links” of both organizations.




    From Creasy and others we learn that in England, the head of the Church, termed the Prelate, was the Archbishop of Canterbury. His name was Hubert and in 1205, he died. Some of the junior members of the order met on the night of Hubert’s death and chose their sub-prior, Reginald, to succeed Hubert as the Archbishop. But in doing so they acted without the knowledge or the consent of John, the elder clergy or for that matter, Innocent III.




    The junior members at Canterbury then sent Reginald to Rome, under a veil of secrecy, in order that Innocent might give his stamp of approval. Evidently, Reginald could not keep a secret. Once on the Continent Reginald seems to have made known to all he met the purpose of his trip. This secret election and trip to Rome soon became known in England.




    King John, according to Hume, became enraged that the election of Reginald was made without his knowledge or consent. In addition, the upper echelon of the clergy in Canterbury were equally displeased that this election was made without their knowledge or consent and now, the junior monks that had made the election in the first place, became ashamed of their conduct. So then, the King, the upper clergy and the lower clergy at Canterbury were all looking for a remedy to this situation.




    John, now sensing his ability install to his own choice of a new Archbishop “suggests” to the combined clergy privately, that they would do him an acceptable service if they chose John de Gray, bishop of Norwich, for their primate. At that time, when a monarch “suggests” something”; you do it!




    Now it is Innocents’ turn for action. As noted earlier, Innocent III was ever seeking ways of expanding the Church’s role into the affairs of the European states. Sensing that England was ripe for his picking, and according to Hume, he surveys his three choices laid before him; Reginald, John de Gray and his own favorite, Cardinal Stephen Langton. Innocent places aside Reginald and John de Gray and instead installs Cardinal Stephen Langton as the head of the Church, in England.




    Langton was English by birth but had studied and lived in Paris. When Innocent made him a Cardinal, he was considered to be one of the most famous of the Paris schools and a man of unimpeachable qualifications.




    But just like John had “suggested” to clergy at Canterbury on his nomination of John de Gray, here is how Innocent made his choice for election known. Innocent sends for twelve monks from the convent at Canterbury and commanded them, under penalty of excommunication, to openly declare their choice of Cardinal Langton to be the primate of Canterbury. In doing so Innocent is hoping that John would be swayed to the opinion that the election would then be of English origin and not that of Rome.




    In addition, Innocent, sensing that he had just made a power grab against the king, sends a letter to John, conciliatory in nature and enclosing four magnificent golden rings having deep religious and secular meanings.




    But John saw through this ruse, and he now flies into another of his rages, declaring a bloodless war against the Court of Rome as well as the monks of Canterbury.




    As Foxe relates, there is correspondence between Innocent and John. From one letter addressed to John, Innocent exclaims, in part, “…you have written to us again after a threatening sort and upbraiding manner; both spitefully and also forwardly. And whereas we more and above that our right and duty required have borne and given to you, you again for your part have given to us not so much as by right and duty you are bound to do.”




    John, as Hume noted, now sends two of his trusted knights, Fulke de Cantelupe and Henry de Cornhulle, knights of the most violent tempers as well as having some of the rudest manners to Canterbury with instructions to expel the monks and to take possession of their money and revenues. And so, these knights enter the convent, swords drawn, and commanded the prior and the monks to at once leave the kingdom and if they failed to do so, the convent was to be burned to the ground with them in it.




    Innocent now senses he has the upper hand in this affair. He sends three prelates, the bishops of London, Ely and Worcester to John and they intimate to him that if he, John, continued to defy Rome, then the pontiff would place England under an interdict. (an ecclesiastical censure withdrawing most sacraments and Christian burial from a person or district.)




    The prelates then throw themselves before John “and with tears in their eyes,” beg the king that in order to prevent this interdict from taking place he should quickly submit to the Pope by recognizing the election of Cardinal Langton and by restoring the monks of Canterbury their rights and their possessions.




    John then yet again, in another fit of rage, unleashes a tsunami of the foulest language against the prelates and he swears that if the Pope would presume to place his kingdom under an interdict he would send to the Pontiff all the bishops and clergy of England and that the church estates would be confiscated. Further, Hume recounts, that after this, if any Romans in his dominions were caught he would put out their eyes and cut off their noses. John proceeds to throw the Bishop of Norwich into prison handcuffed and with a cope (a long sleeveless ceremonial cape) made from lead placed about him. The weight of the leaden cope was so great that within a few days the Bishop was crushed to death.




    As De Montor explains, the reply to this threat by John was an interdict from Innocent. Knowing that aside from the quarrel with the church that John was further weakened by being in a bad state of affairs with his nobility. Innocent, irritated, and warmly urged by John’s nobles, who were fervent Catholics, thought of deposing the prince. If the Pope decided upon this course of action, he knew that Philip Augustus, the king of France would undertake the disposal, the removal of the legitimate king of England, by himself, the King of France.




    De Montor states; “Never has a pope been alone in an excommunication; there was always a benevolent executioner ready to draw the sword.”




    The Pope, seeking an alternative to a bloody action of excommunication, sensed that it was time to place England under an interdict. The sentence of interdict was the greatest weapon the Church had in its arsenal against unruly heads of state for it would penalize an entire nation for the transgressions of their ruler. For the guilt of one man, millions would suffer.




    The Interdict came fast and furious. The alters were stripped of their ornaments, crosses, relics and images; statues of the saints were laid on the ground and covered so none could venerate them; the church bells were silenced as they were removed from their towers and also laid on the ground; the mass was celebrated only by and for the priests, and they were behind shut doors; the church faithful were denied all religious rites other than baptism of new- born infants and communion for the dying; the dead were not buried in consecrated ground but were thrown into ditches or buried in fields; marriages were celebrated in the church yards, not inside the church; nearly all aspects of normal life such as the eating of meat( for they were thought to be in a state of Lent), forbidden to pleasures and entertainments, forbidden to great one another, shave their beards or to even mend their clothing. Nearly all aspects of life were affected because of the interdict, and the interdict was because of John.




    We can not help but to sympathize with the population of Britain at this time. The people in all strata of society; the nobility, the freemen and the un-free, were almost entirely dependent on the Church for matters of spiritual awareness. The Bible, if one was available to read, would have been in Latin, a language reserved for the church, academia, medicine and the government. The people of England then had to rely on the priests for their scriptural education as they were not able to read the Bible for themselves.




    A Note about the English Language




    It is widely held that prior to Julius Caesar entering what is now known as England in fifty-five B.C., the language was Celtic.




    However, as referenced by Viney, the English language was fragmented;




    Old English was the spoken language from the times of the Anglo-Saxon invasions in the fifth century until the Norman Conquest in 1066. Old English had become almost entirely Germanic with very little Celtic influence. During this time period, St. Augustine and a group of monks arrived in England to spread Christianity. With them came the language of Latin, and as Christianity spread throughout the island, Latin was absorbed into the Old English language.




    Norman English; with the Norman Conquest, in 1066, William of Normandy, France, inserted into England what is referred to as Norman English. The language was almost entirely French and Latin, and for the next two hundred years Norman English became the language of the government, the Church, the law and in literature. The Old English was rarely used save for the people living in the remote areas of the island.




    Middle English; from the Norman Conquest to the 1400’s, the English language had gone through a great metamorphosis. It had either absorbed or had borrowed thousands of words from Latin, German, Celtic, French and the Old English. The official language of the government and the Church was still Latin, but was slowly changing over to the Middle English.




    Modern English; by the 1600’s, Modern English was becoming the preeminent language of Britain. The government and scientists of the time were using English as the language of choice over the Latin. In 1755, an English dictionary was produced by Samuel Johnson which put order into the language and two hundred years later, other than added vocabulary, little changes have occurred to the English language.




    To continue; except for those that could afford it, books were not available. Gutenberg had not yet invented his printing press and so in order to obtain a book one would need to hire a copyist which of course was expensive.




    With the only source of spiritual comfort being the church, and as we noted earlier, the Island was almost entirely Christian; the people were now “cut off from God.”




    To continue; as with the Pharaoh in the time of Moses, John’s heart became even more hardened. He now confiscates the estates of all the clergy who obeyed the interdict; he banishes the prelates and confines the monks to their convents allowing them to retain only enough funds to keep themselves in food and clothing.




    As the clerics fled England, their properties were confiscated by the Crown and as more and more of the Bishoprics and the abbeys were vacated; their revenues were absorbed by the treasury, the Exchequer, to the point of overflowing with the new wealth.




    After a period of time, some six years, Innocent performs the ultimate punishment, he excommunicates John. (The act of ecclesiastical censure depriving a person of the rights of church membership.)




    This decree of excommunication immediately accomplishes two outcomes favorable to Innocent. One; it reduces the King of England to a non-entity and two; it absolves the King’s subjects from their allegiance to John.




    We now find the King of England placed in the middle of a triangle of scorn and hatred; the Nobility were already much displeased by his dictatorial style; the Clergy was aghast by his inappropriate conduct regarding the Church and their own well being; and the people were resentful that he had caused them to lose the ability to communicate with God.




    John, now sensing that he was in the middle of the proverbial “rock and a hard place” commits one of the greatest acts of folly a monarch can perform; he submits to a foreign power, Rome.




    After a private meeting with the Pope, a legate (an official emissary) of the Church, Pandolf (or Pandulph), receives a set of conditions that Innocent would require if John were to be released from his excommunication.




    Foxe informs us that when John went to Dover, where he was to meet with Pandulph, he was virtually surrounded by those hostile to his reign as Foxe relates; “About the same time were such treasons and conspiracies wrought by the Bishops, priests, and monks throughout all the realm, that the king knew not where to become or find trusty friends: he was then compelled, by the uncertainty of his Subjects, to travel from place to place, but not without a great army of men, looking everyday when his barons and their confederates would cruelly set upon him.”




    Pandulph, with his instructions in hand, now goes to Dover where he has a meeting with John. In this meeting Pandolf reminds John that he is entirely surrounded by foes and he is in a state of excommunication. The exchange between Pandulph and John is acrimonious according to Foxe; “What! How now, (quoth the king,) threaten ye me? Nay, said Pandulph, but ye have now openly told us as it standeth in your heart; and now we will tell you what is the pope’s will, and thus it standeth: He hath wholly interdicted and cursed you, for the wrongs you have done unto the holy church and unto the clergy. And forsomuch as ye will dwell still in your malice, and will come to no amendment, you shall understand that from this time forward the sentences upon you given have force and strength. And all those that with you have communed before this time, whether that they he earls, barons, or knights, (or any other whatsoever they be,) we assoil them safely from their sins unto this day; and from this time forward (of what condition soever they be) we accurse them openly, and specially by homage’s, services, and fealties that they should do unto you. And this thing to confirm, we give plain power unto the bishop of Winchester, and to the bishop of




    Norwich; and the same power we give against Scotland unto the bishop of Rochester and of Salisbury; and in Wales we give the same power to the bishops of St. David, and of Landaff, and of St. Asse.”




    And Pandulph continues; “Also, sir king, (quoth Pandulph,) all the kings, princes, and the great dukes christened have laboured to the pope to have license to cross themselves, and to war against thee, as upon God’s enemy, and win thy land, and to make king whom it pleaseth the pope. And we here now assoil all those of their sins that will rise against thee here in thine own land.




    Then the king, hearing this, answered, What shame may ye do more to me than this?”




    At this juncture Pandulph presents the conditions for John’s way out of his dilemma, if John would agree to the following; The conditions were thus; that John would submit himself entirely to the judgment of the Pope; that he would acknowledge Cardinal Langton as the primate in England; that he would restore all the exiled clergy that had fled England; that he would make full restitution of the clergy’s goods and make full compensation for all damages; that he would immediately pay eight thousand pounds as a partial payment; and that everyone that John imprisoned or outlawed for their allegiance to the Pope would be restored into grace and favor.




    But the humiliation of the King was not yet over, according to Deane and Hume. Pandolf further requires John, as his first trial of obedience, to resign his kingdom to the Church of Rome; he agreed to hold England as a possession of the Church by the annual payment of a thousand marks (a mark was a weight unit of money, eight ounces. There were silver marks or gold marks) and, if John would revoke or change these conditions of agreements, unless he repented, would forfeit all rights to his land.




    Later, John meets with Pandulph and kneeling before the Legate, placing his hands between Pandulph’s hands performs the ancient act of vassalage and swears fealty to the Pope.




    King John Kneeling before the Papal Legate
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    The Act of Concession of England to the Pope




    “John, by the grace of God, king of England, lord of Ireland, duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, count of Anjou, to all the faithful of Christ who shall look upon this present charter, greeting;




    We wish it to be known to all of you, through this our charter, furnished with our seal, that inasmuch as we had offended in many ways God and our mother the holy church, and in consequence are known to have very, much needed the divine mercy, and can not offer anything worthy for making due satisfaction to God and to the church unless we humiliate ourselves and our kingdoms:-we, wishing to humiliate ourselves for Him who humiliated Himself for us unto death, the grace of the Holy Spirit inspiring, not induced by force or compelled by fear, but of our own good and spontaneous will and by the common counsel of our barons, do offer and freely concede to God and His holy apostles Peter and Paul and to our mother the holy Roman church, and to our lord pope Innocent and to his Catholic successors, the whole kingdom of England and the whole kingdom Ireland, with all their rights and appurtenances, for the. remission of our own sins and of those of our whole race as well for the living as for the dead; and now receiving and holding them, as it were a vassal, from God and the Roman church, in the presence of that prudent man Pandulph, sub deacon and of the household of the lord pope, we perform and swear fealty for them to him our aforesaid lord pope Innocent, and his catholic successors and the Roman church, according to the form appended; and in the presence of the lord pope, if we shall be able to come before him, we shall do liege homage to him; binding our successors and our heirs by our wife forever, in similar manner to perform fealty and show homage to him who shall be chief pontiff at that time, and to the Roman church without demur. As a sign, moreover, of this our on we will and establish perpetual obligation and concession we will establish that from the proper and especial revenues of our aforesaid kingdoms, for all the service and customs which we ought to render for them, saving in all things the penny of St. Peter, the Roman church shall receive yearly a thousand marks sterling, namely at the feast of St. Michael five hundred marks, and at Easter five hundred marks-seven hundred, namely, for the kingdom of England, and three hundred for the kingdom of Ireland-saving to us and to our heirs our rights, liberties and regalia; all of which things, as they have been described above, we wish to have perpetually valid and firm; and we bind ourselves and our successors not to act counter to them. And if we or any one of our successors shall presume to attempt this, whoever he be, unless being duly warned he come to his kingdom, and this senses, be shall lose his right to the kingdom, and this charter of our obligation and concession shall always remain firm.”




    This took place on May 15, 1213 and is considered by Churchill to be the most profound act of humiliation for England. By submitting to the Pope, considered a dastardly act, there now grew an arousal of patriotism unheard of in that Island and simultaneously there became a general resentment of the Pope and Popery.




    But at the same time John now becomes the darling of the Church. He has completely turned the tables on his secular enemies, the barons and other nobility. The new partnership between King John and Innocent did nothing to reduce the resentment of the nobility and actually brought their disagreements to the boiling point.




    Even the English Church became incensed. The clergy in England had developed their own identity and interests and by this subjection to Rome they now perceived a loss of their own identity. Their “Englishness” was now on the line.




    Stephen Langton, the Cardinal installed by Innocent himself and the focal point of this conflict saw the dangers in this new partnership. He was to become an immediate opposing force to the Pope. Langton, who was at the center of the storm of the feud between Innocent III and King John, was to have the tables turned on him by Innocent. By Foxe we are made aware that at the Council of Lateran mentioned previously, the Pope saw fit to excommunicate his favorite, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen Langton for his Anti-Church of Rome sentiments.




    The Boiling Point is Reached




    The pressure cooker was about to explode. The barons were at their limits of enduring a despotic and arbitrary King and seeing their country handed over to Rome was the last straw. There was always open to them the act of a civil war, but something else was afoot.




    In place of the King’s despotism they, the nobles, advanced an idea of checks and balances; a system whereby the King could retain his necessary strength but at the same time save the nation from the excesses of a tyrant, a fool or both. To the barons thinking, government must be something more than arbitrary follies of an unbridled monarch; and that the rule of law must be above the King.




    Within two years, on June 15, 1215 at a location near Windsor, called Runnymede, the barons, the Archbishop of Canterbury with several other Bishops and King John met. The resulting document of this meeting was the Magna Carta, the Great Charter. (Technically know as Articuli Magnae Cartae).




    A discussion of this document goes well beyond the scope of this work. What we must take with us is that now there appears in the tide of history a sense, a concept, that there are Universal laws that take precedent over any one King, laws that he must not break. For the first time even the king must be bound by the law.




    That Innocent did not recognize the Magna Carta bespeaks how much the Pope and the Church’s power and arrogance had grown. This will not bode well for the Church as we progress to the next century, the time of John Wycliffe. But the die had been cast; there had now developed in England a state of distrust and resentment towards the Roman Catholic Church.




    As we have stated previously, the two major players in our analysis were Pope Innocent III and King John of England. We note as a coincidence the following; Innocent was born in 1160, John in 1166. Innocent reigned as Pontiff 1198 to 1216, John ruled England from 1199 to 1216. Both Innocent and John died in 1216.




    THE MENDICANT (Begging) FRIARS




    Prior to John Wycliffe’s birth and during his years at Oxford, there was a continuation of the frictions between Roman Church, the Mendicant (begging) Friars and the English Crown.




    The primary religious orders of Mendicant Friars and their entrance into England are as follows; the Dominicans (1221), the Franciscans (1224), the Carmelites (1241) and the Augustinians (1249).




    The Mendicant friars had grown in numbers to over 5000 by the year 1320. They had no allegiance to the established Church in Canterbury. They were only answerable to Rome. Nowadays we would define them as being “loose canons”.




    As Rex explains, there had now grown a “turf war” between the Canterbury Monks and the Mendicant Friars. The friars maintained that their lifestyle was inherently more perfect than the established Church as they professed vows of poverty, simplistic lifestyles and vegetarian diets.




    The areas of contentions between the Friars and the Monks involved money and competition for new recruits. The Monks chiefly derived their revenues from large endowments from the nobility and prosperous individuals, while the Friars relied on the smaller donations from the less affluent residing in the less populated areas. The conflict here was that the Friars, having no allegiance to the Monks would not share their income with the established Church in Canterbury.




    The more serious conflict however was the competition for recruits. The Friars offered a more attractive lifestyle than that of the Monks. They were evangelical and contemplative whereas the Monks were contemplative but secluded. As the teachings and writings of John Wycliffe start to trickle down to the common people, it will be the Friars that feel the most threatened, and they will be extremely vocal against him.




    As we now move on to the next great wave of the tide, we are to carry over two areas of concern; the inferior position to the Church of Rome that John had placed England into and the actions of the Mendicant Friars on the populace, the established church in England and John Wycliffe.
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Chapter Two The Tide’s First Wave




    John Wycliffe
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    “And ye schulen knowe the treuthe, and the treuthe schal make you fre.” John 8:32- Wycliffe Bible




    Dear Reader; in this chapter we will introduce John Wycliffe, Doctor of Divinity the “Morningstar of the Reformation”, The Reformer and The Gospel Doctor. We will examine his works as a church reformer, as a writer, as a preacher, as a patriot and his educational achievements.




    First and foremost in Wycliffe’s life works was his absolute knowledge of the Bible which was termed “astonishing” by his contemporaries and subsequent historians. If any person, religious order, organized Church or the Pope himself would teach or preach doctrines that were not found in the Holy Scriptures, they would become the focus of his severest criticisms in his numerous sermons, tracts and treatises.




    Wycliffe was a Catholic, spent his life as a Catholic and died a Catholic. At he core of his belief was that the Church had strayed from the primitive teaching of the Bible; the Old Testament, the New Testament and the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles. He wanted to only “reform” the Church, not to destroy it. We could sum up Wycliffe’s life work as an impassioned plea for all men to return to the Bible and discover the basic Truths contained therein which were hidden by the various religious institutions of his time. His influence spread throughout England, to the Continent, to his student Jan Hus, and eventually to Martin Luther one hundred-fifty years later. But Wycliffe was the first.




    If we can leave you with any lasting impression of John Wycliffe it is this; this man, first and foremost was a student of the Bible. He ate it, he drank it and he lived it. In all matters pertaining to his life, if there were any disagreements with any institution, any Monk, any Friar, any religious order, any Pope, it was his knowledge of the Bible that was his compass. Any deviation from the Bible would cause Wycliffe to offer an impassioned and strict course correction by the use of sermons, tracts and treatises. This was a man who knew not the word “compromise”.




    In that he lived his life in relative serenity and died a “normal” death offers us proof positive that his opposing enemies could not fault him, his writings and his reasoning’s as a man of God. It should also be noted that Wycliffe was intellectual superior to that of his adversaries. Although he suffered at least three formal courts of inquiry and had many of his works condemned as heretical, he was not subject to the atrocities of the Inquisition.




    As a backdrop to the 14th century, the years of 1301 to 1400, in England, we should make note of the following people, places and events; there were five monarchs of England; Edward I (Longshanks)(1272-1307)Edward II (1307-1327) Edward III (1327-1377) Richard II (1377-1399) Henry IV (1399-1413)




    The Babylonish Captivity of the Roman Catholic Church, where the Popes changed their residence from Rome to Avignon, France (1309-1377)




    The Great Famine (1315-1317) which ravaged the British Isles as well as on the Continent of Europe.




    The Hundred Years War (1336-1428); begins between England and France.




    The Black Death (1348) (Bubonic Plague); decimates the English population as well as Europe.




    The Great Schism (1378-1414); divided the Church with one Pope in Rome, one in Pope in Avignon, France.




    The Peasants Revolt (1381); against the whole system of social inequality.




    John Wycliffe (1382); translates the Bible into English.




    Wycliffe’s Early Life




    John Wycliffe was born around the year 1324 in Yorkshire, by the River Tees, close to Richmond, in the Hamlet of Spresswell. We say around 1324 as records of that time, if any, were not always in agreement. Lechler, a noted German historian, believes his birth date to be closer to 1320 than 1324.




    What are in agreement however, are the qualities of a Yorkshire man. As Lechler relates, the nature of the Yorkshire people has an ancient cast about it. In England, the Yorkshire man is regarded as robust and stout-hearted fellow, an honest man who “is every inch a man.” We can then gather that as John Wycliffe grew up, he was surrounded by a people having the qualities of honesty, integrity and as what we now say; “he had a “backbone.” These qualities were to serve him well in the future.




    About the year 1340, at the age of fifteen or sixteen, Wycliffe embarks on his academic career by going to Oxford University.




    By the time of John Wycliffe’s birth, there were already five major European universities; University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy, founded in 1088, University of Paris, Paris, France, founded 1150, University of Oxford, Oxford, England, founded before 1167, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, England, founded in 1209 and the University of Salamanca, Salamanca, Spain, founded in 1218.




    By the fourteenth century Oxford was already considered a world class university. It had at least 30,000 students and contained five different colleges; Merton founded in 1274; Balliol, 1260-82; Exeter, 1314; Oriel, 1324; and University College, 1332. Both historians, Foxe and Wylie are in agreement that Wycliffe entered Merton College however Carrick is of the opinion that because Balliol castle was so near Wycliffe’s home, he entered Balliol College. In either event, his course of study would be Liberal Arts.




    In those days, the university degree program was not as it is now. A course of study could last ten years or more. As Lechler points out, Wycliffe’s curriculum most likely included, but was not limited to; grammar, dialectics, rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, music, logic and physics. Additionally, there were courses in philosophy, theology, Roman law, Canon (church) law, English law and Latin.




    After Wycliffe had mastered Latin, he was now in a position to read the Scriptures as the only version of the Bible of the time was in Latin. It was at this point he became total focused and absorbed in his life’s passion, the Bible. To the extent of his passion in the study of the Bible, as Vaughn informs, his schoolmates now give him the nickname of the “Gospel Doctor”.




    During his course of studies Wycliffe now starts to demonstrate that he indeed possessed a penetrating intellect with quick apprehension of facts and possessing abilities to reason and debate. Although not trained as a lawyer, he possessed a legal analytical mindset. These were characteristics that would allow him to make rapid progress in his courses of study and would also serve him well in his future endeavors.




    The Black Death




    In 1345, while still an undergraduate at Oxford University, England falls to the ravages of the Black Death. This visitation of death and sufferings had enormous consequence for both England and Wycliffe
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