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    I


    So charming scene as the child toyed with the alluring and shinning orange yarrows, behind the fence of dainty poker plants. In ecstasy, his eyes were fixed away on the pretty hummingbirds that, all dressed in one exotic tone, whose slender bills hammering one time after time the pollen, sipped nectar.


    He ramble through some tall spikes of purple catmint, that extends until the wooded area of oaks, a shield against the sunrays for the blooming colonies of hellebores, daffodils and dog’s tooth violet. Under the shade of oaks, the charm of the garden faded away.


    The child of black curls found himself unexpectedly lost in a wood, and the signs of evil left itself noticeable. A vulture hovered around in the skies and black entities were everywhere. Terror came over the child who tried in vain to flee. In panic, he sheltered himself behind a tree, whose branches opened like stretching arms, when a rare parade of lads showed up all of a sudden. All of them in fine and brilliant garments with precious jewels that brightened the march while one single man walked behind them in flaming rags which were burning him up.


    He watched aghast the hideous look of the man in question, who was in chains and following the chalice at the head of the procession, when the eyes of the tortured man fixed on him suddenly. These piercing the scared child’s blue ones tried forcibly to make this address some words for his soul, which the child held back.


    So, the man carried on in purge as the others kept singing canticles to the Lord.

  


  



  
    II


    As time wore away with lead wings, Frederick, whom from now on is going to be addressed as “Our Wise Man”, lingered in his parlor, which adorned with bronze statues of Egyptian slaves, as memories of the past flashed across his mind.


    One remote time seemed to be when he used to behold his own face in the impressive gilded pier, crowned by a mirror with the head of Cleopatra, just to admire his own youth, invested with an extraordinary beauty, which granted the appearance of the Greek god’s creature.


    But, what he sees now in the glass are the remains of a notorious handsomeness spoiled by the signs of aging, wrinkles and withering. It repulsed him so awfully, that he preferred to lie on pondering about facts of life in his parlor, decorated with The Land of Nile theme -conveyed by busts and statues of Egyptian figures.


    Our Wise Man, lost in his considerations, mulled upon the experimental method –the same one that his father’s mentor experienced in life. Beyond any doubt, this was an ideal one to comprehend the nature of a thing, and it was just based on passing oneself through it. However, to a man who contemplated such an idea, the real pleasure came from exercising influence over someone. In fact, excitement lied on watching how a creature opened his eyes in wonder before the unknown and his sensations for all that he was having for first time and how the disciple was turning into his master’s ideas. All it was a voyage of discovery where one bestowed the fruit of his own life on someone else. In this way, the subject under one’s influence got a certain experience as if he had lived all it by himself. It was a sort of play where one person was entitled to be master.


    Out the corner of his eyes saw the piano, covered with Egyptian scarf, and recalled happy times when his slender and smooth fingers played the keys, which delighted his friends.


    Suddenly his eyelids got like tiny bars of lead, and falling asleep, he dreamt about a lovely and sad picture. Our Wise Man was a little child, a mischievous one, who beheld the peaks of Monte Cristallo over the lake’s mirror-like surface. It conveyed the Monte in all majesty, which astounded him. As he approached the border of the lake, he set out his little crystal gaff ship sail. This was pulled up by the wind, but it turned into pieces of broken glasses in the middle of the water.


    His hand dropped the teacup, of the set topped by sphinxes, onto the floor. Our Wise Man wouldn’t open his eyes this time. All of a sudden, he began to lift himself unconsciously, as his eyes were looking down the blurry parlor, and was thrown into a rarefied aired chamber, like a courtroom.


    Desolation hung all over the chamber and terrifying mist crawled around the place, which made the courtroom intimidating. Our Wise Man didn’t have any slightest clue about where had been carried, but he was aware living wasn’t an episode of the one of the chapters of an eerie novel that he had found between his father’s things. Nor was the whole narrative in which is depicted as Ezzelin’s melancholy is cured by the spectacle of Death, neither was he like the son of the Fiend cheating his father at dice as he laid a wage upon his own soul.


    Unexpectedly, his lively blue eyes were blinded by so bright light, which lit up the whole courtroom and made the flaring and gas like blue walls vivid.


    Divinity conveyed over himself so that Seraphs got God’s thought carried by energy to the inferior angelical hierarch. To Cherubs were granted the knowledge and they would spread God’s commandments to the classes underneath them.


    The Archangel was attired with a coat of mail, a tunic rather pliant and solid, and a sea-like colored robe of short-sleeves –under the garment of scales, and a shining red cape, which sheltered the armor.


    With his hands forming a dome, and pulling back his fine-chiseled features as he pondered over the opening speech of the prosecution; the sinister and fine-drawn shape in the middle of the court addressed the accusation in front of the jury –little shimmering flames.
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