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1 
Dynamite


	“All Scripture is inspired by God …”


	 (2 Timothy 3:16).


	


	 


	 


	
M





	ahatma Gandhi, a committed Hindu and preeminent leader of India’s independence movement from British rule in the mid- 20th century, spoke forcefully to Christians when he said: “You Christians have in your keeping a document with enough dynamite in it to blow the whole of civilization to bits; to turn society upside down; to bring peace to this war-torn world. But you read it as if it were just good literature, and nothing else.”1


	Good literature certainly describes the Bible, which covers such subjects as religion, history, poetry, and science. Written by 40 authors over a span of 1500 years, it is far and away the best-selling book of all time. Yet, even as an unbeliever like Gandhi readily admitted, the power it contains far outweighs any temporal, earthly review and description one could give it. 


	 The Holy Bible stands in a class by itself because it’s God’s Word. The apostle Paul reminds us that, “All Scripture is inspired by God . . .” (2 Timothy 3:16). Nothing else penned throughout history can be described in such a way. Numerous books centered on other faiths besides Christianity have been written and taught over the centuries, yet they have people as their source and not God. 


	 W.C. Fields, the famous comic and lifetime agnostic was discovered by someone reading through a Bible on his deathbed. “Why are you reading the Bible?” they questioned. “I am looking for loopholes,” he answered. God’s perfect Word contains no loopholes. It says what it means and means what it says. With this vital truth in place, join me in a journey that symbolizes the multiple ways in which Scripture can be described.


	First, the Bible is an instruction manual. While that may sound a bit dry, don’t underestimate its importance. 


	Most people know me as not being mechanically inclined, yet I can follow directions when necessary. When we began having trouble with our television remote recently, I called the company and soon received a replacement. I opened the box, carefully adhered to the enclosed instructions and quickly got it working. Had the directions not been carefully spelled out, I would not have been successful. 


	“ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE”


	Likewise, how can we expect to live the Christian life without following detailed, written guidelines? Fortunately, God has provided us with these through His Word. As Paul goes on to say: “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).


	Like providing directions for believers in Jesus Christ, God’s Word serves as a rule book. The Ten Commandments come to mind as the most obvious example, but let us not forget the Golden Rule from the lips of our Lord Himself that commands us to do unto others as we would have them do unto us (Matthew 7:12). 


	 I have enjoyed watching and playing golf for most of my life. Golf is a game that calls for following strict guidelines and proper etiquette. In fact, you can go online and find the most recent United States Golf Association rules, nearly 200 pages of them! Most amateurs probably don’t know all the rules, but you can bet the professionals earning a living at the game do. 


	As a society we’ve become increasingly adept at bending, even breaking the rules. Tragically, such behavior infiltrates the church. Being a Christian means so much more than following a bunch of regulations, yet, that doesn’t give us license to violate the guidelines God has given. 


	 Along this same vein, Scripture can be compared to a road map. The Bible says, “Establish my footsteps in Your word, And do not let any iniquity have dominion over me” (Psalms 119:133). We can’t expect to have our footsteps grounded in His Word if we aren’t reading and listening to it. Just like those maps under my couch are tattered and worn, my Bible should show evidence of my having spent time there – okay, phones and tablets count, too! Ronnie Reno and Don Schroeder understood this connection decades ago when they wrote the Gospel/country song, “I’m Using my Bible for a Roadmap.” 


	Note also that God’s Word is a guiding light. Scripture says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105). This brings to mind a recent, harrowing experience. I was driving down a narrow, winding, rural road on a rainy evening after dark. Imagine my panic when I accidently turned off the headlights instead of turning on the wipers. As important as this illumination was on that black night, our need for God’s direction through His Word in this dark, fallen world is infinitely greater. Perhaps this account by Frank Koch in the U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings makes that point clearer:


	Two battleships assigned to the training squadron had been at sea on maneuvers in heavy weather for several days. I was serving on the lead battleship and was on watch on the bridge as night fell. The visibility was poor with patchy fog, so the captain remained on the bridge keeping an eye on all activities.


	Shortly after dark, the lookout on the wing reported, "Light, bearing on the starboard bow." "Is it steady or moving astern?" the captain called out. The lookout replied, "Steady, Captain," which meant we were on a dangerous collision course with that ship.


	The captain then called to the signalman, "Signal that ship: 'We are on a collision course, advise you to change course twenty degrees.'" Back came the signal, "Advisable for you to change course twenty degrees." 


	The captain said, "Send: 'I'm a captain, change course twenty degrees.'" "I'm a seaman second-class," came the reply. "You had better change course twenty degrees."


	By that time the captain was furious. He spat out, "Send: 'I'm a battleship. Change course twenty degrees.'" Back came the flashing light, "I'm a lighthouse." We changed course.2


	Scripture serves as a spiritual beacon, a guiding light, keeping us on the right course while guarding against our drifting off on the wrong one. 


	 It functions also as a blazing fire. What does a fire do? It heats, providing warmth and comfort. It melts, turning solids into liquids. It purifies, burning away impurities. It energizes, moving the motionless. It ignites, kindling the lifeless. 


	 This description reminds me of this vivid testimony from one of the Major Prophets: “His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones” (Jeremiah 20:9, NIV). The call of God upon his life and Word of God in his heart so convinced and compelled Jeremiah that he couldn’t help but pass it along to the people. 


	"SHARPER THAN A TWO-EDGED SWORD"


	Many times, I’ve sat down for sermon preparation distracted and unmotivated, yet knowing I’ve got to put together something by Sunday. Thankfully, duty becomes delight as God’s Word radiates through my mind, soul, and spirit. Later, I step confidently behind the pulpit and gaze upon the congregation with eager anticipation, not because of talent and preparation on my part but because of truth and inspiration that come from the Lord. 


	Next, see that Scripture works like a surgical instrument. As the Bible says, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the divisions of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).


	In March of 2015, I underwent a lateral epicondylectomy, otherwise known as tennis elbow surgery. Out of curiosity, I later watched another patient on YouTube going through the same procedure, cringing as the doctor made a two-inch incision and cut his way down to the problem area. 


	As sharp as that 15-blade scalpel was, Scripture is infinitely sharper. The Holy Spirit, with God’s Word in hand, pierces and penetrates our façade, boring deeply into our hearts with divine truth. This procedure is so precise and intricate that God can peel away the outer layer of pretension and expose our inner thoughts, motives, and intentions. Whereas my orthopedic surgeon got a good look at muscle, tissue, ligament, and bone in my body, the Great Physician uses His Word to mine deeply into my soul and spirit. 


	Note, too, that the Bible is food for the soul. Menelik II, one of the greatest rulers in African history, served as king of Shewa and emperor of Ethiopia during a time of great expansion (1889-1913). He thwarted an Italian invasion at the great Battle of Adwa and spearheaded a significant program of modernization. Despite his success, he had one, little-known eccentricity that led to his demise. Thinking the Bible had curative powers, he ate a few pages whenever he felt ill. He died in 1913 after consuming the entire book of Kings. 


	Perhaps these words influenced him. “How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:103), or maybe this verse: “Your words were found and I ate them” (Jeremiah 15:16). 


	Rather than eat them literally, like Menelik II, we should ingest and digest them figuratively, allowing them to feed the soul and nourish our spirit. As Jesus said, “MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD” (Matthew 4:4). This is why fasting is such an important spiritual discipline. As our physical hunger intensifies, we become increasingly sensitive to the Word of God and voice of the Spirit, especially when combining our efforts with prayer. 


	"GOD’S LOVE LETTER"


	God’s Word can also be described as a love letter. In some translations of Scripture, the word “love” appears over 500 times. This comes as no surprise, knowing that God’s love for us and our need to love one another is one of the Bible's major messages. 


	 One of my most treasured possessions is a bundle of love letters that my wife and I exchanged while dating and engaged in 1982-83. Since email and cell phones didn’t exist, we either wrote or talked long distance, which got expensive at several cents a minute. 


	 As special as these 35-year-old mementos are, they pale in comparison to God’s centuries old love letter, otherwise known as the Holy Bible. I often tell my congregation, “There’s nothing you can do to make God love you any more, there’s nothing you can do to make God love you any less.” 


	 Why do I make such a claim? Because God’s Word tells me His love is unconditional. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son” (John 3:16). He “demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8, emphasis added). 


	Understand the Bible too as a crystal ball. This suggests visualizing the future, which is exactly what the Word does. 


	 God told Abram what would happen to his descendants four hundred years down the road (Genesis 15:13). Micah prophesied that Bethlehem would be the site of Jesus birth (Micah 5:2). Centuries before it happened, Isaiah detailed how Jesus would ultimately suffer for our sins (Isaiah 53).


	While these and many other events spelled out in the Word have already occurred, numerous others are recorded that have yet to take place. I don’t get too worked up over bad things that happen in the world because God’s “crystal ball” tells me our side wins in the end. When I die, I’m going to what the Bible describes as a beautiful and restful place called heaven. Jesus is coming a second time and bringing the saints who have died with Him. In the end, this planet as we know it will be destroyed by fire, after which Christ will reign over a new heaven and new earth (more on these subjects in later chapters). 


	 Finally, observe that Scripture can be characterized as a life saver. “For by grace you have been saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8). This faith “comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Maybe you weren’t reading the Bible directly when you came to know Jesus as your Savior. Nevertheless, no one is saved apart from God’s Word. 


	A missionary was standing on the street of a city in Africa with a small New Testament in his hand. An African man approached him and asked if he could have the little book. The missionary was not reluctant to part with the testament, but he was curious to why the man wanted it.


	"Its pages are the perfect size for rolling cigarettes," the man confessed.


	The missionary was impressed with the honesty of the African and decided to extend a challenge. "I will give you this book if you will read every word on every page before you roll a cigarette with it," said the missionary. The African accepted the challenge and was given the New Testament. 


	About fifteen years later the missionary went to a revival being preached by an African evangelist. When the black evangelist saw the white man, he approached him and said, "You don't remember me, do you?"


	"No," said the missionary. "Have we met before?"


	"Yes, fifteen years ago you gave me a New Testament and made me promise to read every word on the page before I rolled a cigarette with it. It took me from Matthew's Gospel until the third chapter of John before I quit smoking the Word and started preaching it. That New Testament is the reason I'm here to preach the Word tonight!"


	 You don’t have to smoke the Bible in order for it to make a change in your life like that of this African man. Yet you do have to believe and embrace it. Allow it to come in through your eyes and ears and find its way into your heart. Why? Because your birth and growth in the Kingdom depend on it. It serves as a foundation, springboard, and launching pad for all chapters which follow. Experience its dynamite power that exceeds anything this world offers.


	 


	 




2 
In the Beginning


	 


	

	“In the beginning God . . .” 


	(Genesis 1:1).


	


	 


	 


	
A





	 kindergarten teacher gave her class a blank piece of paper and told them to draw something important to them. Several minutes later, every student except one had turned in their work. Little Johnny was still coloring at his desk in the back of the room. The teacher curiously walked to him, put her hand on his shoulder and asked, “Johnny, what are you drawing?” 


	 “God,” he said, without looking up.


	 “But Johnny,” she kindly replied, “No one knows what God looks like.”


	 “They will when I’m through,” he replied. 


	Although you won’t know what God looks like when you finish this chapter, hopefully you’ll have learned more about Him. 


	 


	First, what does God do?


	God creates, both originally and on an ongoing basis. The very first chapter in the Bible, Genesis 1, provides a detailed account of creation's formation. (This would be a good time to listen to or read these 31 verses.) 


	And even though “the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts” (Genesis 2:1) at this point, common sense and careful observation tell us that He didn’t stop creating. Astronomers have learned new stars are continually being created throughout the universe. Naturalists claim new species are emerging. Above all else, people, God’s crown jewel, are conceived by the hundreds of thousands across the globe daily. 


	 God not only creates, He sustains. In 2000, I moved into a newly constructed home, the first and only one my wife and I have ever owned. After 16 years (we still live there, by the way), I have discovered that building the house was only the beginning of ownership responsibility. Maintaining the property, things such as taxes, utilities, routine maintenance, yard work, etc. are just as important as the initial purchase. 


	Creating this earth was only the beginning for God. Thousands of years have passed and He continues to sustain everything He has made. And since He loves people more than any other part of His creation, God devotes special attention to those who are part of His kingdom here on earth. As Scripture challenges, “Cast your burden upon the LORD, and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken” (Psalm 55:22). 


	"GOD IS A PERSON”


	Secondly, who is God?


	 He is a person, possessing intellect, feelings, and will. I know this because His Word says, “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him” (Genesis 1:27). The night before His crucifixion, Jesus said “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). 


	 Clearly, God is a person. In fact, He is three people, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. However, we must use caution when using the three-person explanation because it could imply separate moral or rational individuals. “There are not three individuals but three personal self-distinctions within one divine essence.”3 Terms used to describe this divine trio are Trinity and triune. As that great hymn of the faith, Holy, Holy, Holy proclaims, “God in three persons, blessed Trinity.”


	 The term “Trinity” never appears in Scripture, though it is clearly implied. Jesus commissioned His disciples to baptize new converts “in the name of the Father and the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). Paul writes, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14).


	 “It is important to understand the relationships of the persons of the Trinity. The Son and the Spirit are said to be ‘subordinate’ to the Father, but this does not mean they are inferior. Their subordination has been called a matter or relationship but not of nature.”4 


	 If you have trouble wrapping your mind around this, think of an egg. Though it’s made up of a shell, yolk, and egg white, it’s still one egg. Think of the Father, the fount of Deity, as the one who originates; the Son, eternally begotten of the Father, as the one who reveals; and the Spirit, eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son, as the one who executes.5 They each have separate roles to play, but will never act independently of one another. 


	 And finally, what is God? 


	 God is Spirit, which implies that He is invisible, not possessing a physical body. As Jesus said to a curious follower, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Paul writes that Jesus “is the image of the invisible God,” (Colossians 1:15), and “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,” (1 Timothy 1:17). 


	 Many find this difficult because they desire to worship something or someone they can see. And that’s where faith comes in. Like the Bible says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).


	 God is Holy. Holy means sacred and set apart, which certainly describes God. “Holiness is the sum total of the perfection of God, perhaps the most comprehensive of all of God’s attributes.”6 Moses and the Israelites sang immediately upon escaping the Egyptians and crossing the Red Sea, “Who is like you among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You, majestic in holiness?” (Exodus 15:11). 


	 Everything God does is good, perfect, and right. He is not tempted by evil. In fact, as one of the minor prophets writes, “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil” (Habakkuk 1:13). 


	Why did Christ cry out from the cross, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” (Matthew 27:46), when He had never sinned? He cried out because He took on our sin. And as a result, for those brief moments in time, that perfect union between Father and Son was interrupted because a Holy God could not even look at sin.


	 God is omnipotent, all powerful, which means there is nothing He can’t do. “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You” acknowledged Jeremiah, even while imprisoned! (Jeremiah 32:17). As the angel Gabriel assured when the Virgin Mary questioned the possibility of her giving birth to a Son, “For nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). 


	 A young boy was studying his Sunday school lesson while flying to visit his grandparents. An observant, sympathetic passenger sitting next to him said, “Young man, if you can tell me something God can do, I’ll give you a big, shiny apple.” The boy thought a moment and then replied, “Mister, if you can tell me something God can’t do, I’ll give you a whole barrel of apples!”


	 Have you found yourself in an impossible situation, facing insurmountable odds? The next time this happens, begin celebrating and anticipating because you are in the best position to experience God’s good work. There’s nothing He can’t do. 


	 See too, that God is omnipresent, in all places at all times. As I write these words, I have one daughter and son-in law four hours away in a neighboring state and another daughter and son-in law 7,000 miles away in South Korea. I don’t see them as much as I’d like because I’m not near them. Yet, I take comfort knowing that God is near them.       


	"YOU ARE THERE"


	 David asked and answered, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me” (Psalm 139:7-10). 


	 Jesus told His disciples the night before the crucifixion that it was to their advantage that He leave them. What could be better than having Jesus physically with them? The answer is having the Holy Spirit spiritually there with them. Jesus, constrained by time and space, could not be everywhere at once. The third member of the Trinity, the Spirit, would be always in them and around them, comforting, convicting, and guiding. 


	Note, as well, that God is omniscient, all knowing. He not only hears our words; He knows our thoughts even before we think them. He has the very hairs of our heads numbered, which for me is getting fewer by the day. 


	David said to God, “You know when I sit down and when I rise up” (Psalm 139:2). We read this about Christ when He was challenged by the Pharisees for healing a demon-possessed man: “And knowing their thoughts Jesus said to them, ‘Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided against itself will not stand” (Matthew 12:25). This is just one of the many times, as fully God, that Jesus demonstrated His omniscient capabilities. 


	 Observe also, that God is immutable, unchanging. In my 26 years as a pastor, I’ve been heartbroken on those rare but saddening occasions when someone to whom I was very close turned against me. No doubt, some of those who shouted “Hosanna in the highest” (Mark 11:9) when Jesus made His entry into Jerusalem, screamed “Crucify Him!” (Mark 15:14) days later. One can only imagine the pain Jesus must have felt when one of His dearest friends, Peter, denied even knowing Him. 


	 Thankfully, God doesn’t vacillate. That’s hard to wrap our minds around in a world where things constantly change. Yet the Bible confirms this truth. As God spoke through one of His prophets, “For I, the LORD, do not change” (Malachi 3:6). “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). According to our Lord’s half-brother, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with who there is no variation or shifting shadow” (James 1:17). 


	 Not only is God unwavering, but He is eternal. Simply said, there has never been a time when He did not exist. Since He created time, He was obviously there before it existed. He was, is, and always will be. 


	Every human being has a beginning, but no end. Each of us will spend eternity somewhere. One hundred million years from now, our souls will still be alive, either in heaven or hell. The choice is ours, as we’ll later see. 


	God, on the other hand, is an eternal being with neither a beginning nor end. As Scripture says, “The eternal God is a dwelling place” (Deuteronomy 33:27). 


	Next, understand that God is sovereign. “But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases” (Psalm 115:3). He controls everything in the universe, governing all that happens. Nothing can place a limitation on Him. He does, however, place limitations on Himself. 


	 He will never nullify the free will of people. He created Adam and Eve and placed them in Eden. He gave them instructions but didn’t program them to obey. Adam and Eve made a choice to sin. It was their decision to eat the forbidden fruit, thus bringing about the Fall. 


	He will not act contrary to His own nature. God can never call evil good, withhold His love, or leave sin unpunished. 


	 “To the finite mind it is impossible to harmonize the sovereignty of God and the free will of man. But in the infinite mind of God there is no conflict. Finite minds can only accept both as facts and experience. The sovereignty of God never violates man’s freedom. But it does require responsibility in man’s choices.”7 


	 A clear example of God’s sovereignty is found in the life of Jacob’s favorite son Joseph. Although his brothers sold him into slavery, Joseph ended up second-in-command to the Pharaoh in Egypt, wisely navigating the region through years of horrific famine. Joseph could have enacted revenge when reuniting with his brothers. Instead, he forgave them, saying, “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive” (Genesis 50:20). Joseph’s abduction eventually brought about the fulfillment of prophecy, as Jacob relocated his entire family to the land of Goshen in Egypt, where they grew in number from 70 to over two million. After 400 years of slavery and oppression (Genesis 15:13), Moses led them to the Promised Land.


	“MY THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS”


	 Perhaps you find yourself enslaved in a difficult circumstance. On the surface, nothing makes sense. You’ve prayed for relief, yet nothing changes. Consider the possibility, like with Joseph, God has something much bigger in mind. It doesn’t make sense now, but it will. 


	“‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8). As Paul writes, “God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). His eternal sovereignty trumps our temporal situations every time. 
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