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    “Hello, what’s your name?” asks a small voice behind my left hip. I turn around to see a young girl of about nine years old beaming up at me, her large brown eyes twinkling with curiosity. Although she only knows a few practiced phrases in English, she is not dressed in the way I had expected she would be: instead of conservative, loosely-fitting clothing, she is wearing dangling heart earrings, a little blue jean jacket, ¾ length bright orange pants and summer sandals in a similar orange colour. She is quick to pose in cheeky “model” positions for my camera, and keeps them coming as I snap away.




    I arrived in Jordan less than a month after the protests and government overthrow in Cairo and the beginning of the uprisings in Syria and fighting in Libya. Although “Unrest in the Middle East” headlined every major news outlet day after day, in the centre of it all, Jordanians listened intently to the news just like everyone else, but otherwise went about their day as usual.




    Even though news outlets were reporting massive protests in the capital city of Amman, where I was staying, I went downtown safely and didn’t come across any of the “violent” demonstrations that were being reported. The biggest difference? There weren’t very many tourists, thousands cancelling their trips as news of instability spread.




    While the surrounding countries were not recommended for travelling, Jordan welcomed those who dared to look past the headlines with their usually warm hospitality.
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    The travel advice I got before leaving




     




    It was my first trip to the Middle East this spring and I wasn’t sure what to expect. So I called upon some of my worldly friends who had been to Jordan for travel advice. Here are some of my favourites and whether I found the advice to be true.




    “Seriously, do not try to look hot in any way.” – Courtney, Port Coquitlam (British Columbia)




    Obviously, this is from one of my female friends. And she’s kind of right. Western women get a lot of attention because of the way we dress. While we choose clothes that accentuate our bodies, women in Jordan traditionally wear clothes that cover their bodies.




    But the country is also changing, and these pieces of advice are also true:




    “Definitely dress more conservatively – no knees, no shoulders, no cleavage – but also don't worry. Amman was cosmopolitan and lots of women out and about in the city – some in full coverings and some not, but all had these parts covered.” – Kristin, San Francisco (California)




    “Jordan is the most relaxed I've seen of any of the Arabic countries, regarding women. I saw mini-dresses and lots of legs and beautiful make up. Really amazing, since everywhere else is pretty strict.” – Paul, Boston (Massachusetts)
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