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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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  Introduction




  “Are you ready to go backstage?”




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society




    Author Name: Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows




    Time it was written: 2000’s




    Place it was written: West Virginia, Northern California




    First publication: July 29, 2008




    Publisher: The Dial Press




    Narrator: First Person Narrator




    Point of view: First-Person Point-of-View




    Tone: Humor and optimism, tragic and very touching




    Tense: Present




    Setting (Time): 1946(after World War II)




    Setting (Place): London; Guernsey Island




    Protagonist: Juliet Ashton




    Theme: Loyalty, courage, standing strong in the face of danger, friendship, love of books, power of love and of the human spirit




    Motif: Fiction, Friendship and Love, letters




    Symbol: letters, Selected Essays of Elia, Izzy Bickerstaff


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Mary Ann Shaffer was born in Martinsburg, West Virginia in 1934. Her career involved her working in libraries, bookstores, and publishing houses, but her real dream ever since was to “write a book that someone would like enough to publish.” Though she did not live long enough to see it, her dream had been more than realized when The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society was published, became an international bestseller, and will be adapted into film with no other than Kate Winslet helming the casts of characters.(3)




    Guernsey caught her attention on a fateful day she visited the island while in London in 1976. That day, she got stranded when a thick fog descended and prevented all boats and planes to leave. As she waited for the fog to lift, she read all the books in the airport bookstore (alternately getting herself warm using the heat from the hand-dryer in the men’s restroom--talk about silver lining!), including Jersey under the Jack-Boot. Her fascination with the German Occupation of the Channel Islands began that day. Years later, Mary Ann remembered Guernsey when her book club was finally able to convince her—badgered was more the word—to write the novel that she’s forever been dreaming to write. Several years later again. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society was born. Or rather, the first draft was. It is about the German Occupation of the Channel island of Guernsey during World War II. It was enthusiastically received by her family, by her cheerleading writing group, and finally by a publisher, Dial Press. However, she got sick with cancer before she could finish the final draft so she asked her niece, the other writer in the family, to help her finish the book. (3)(4)(9)
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