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THE OLDEN TIME SERIES



NEW ENGLAND SUNDAY



"Sunday is the golden clasp that binds together the volume of the week."—Longfellow.

"What greater calamity can fall upon a nation than the loss of worship? Then all things go to decay."—Emerson.


"There are some moody fellows, not a few,
 Who, turn'd by Nature with a gloomy bias,
 Renounce black devils to adopt the blue,
 And think when they are dismal they are pious."

Hood.






"Sundays observe; think when the bells do chime
 'Tis angel's music."

Herbert.








THE OLDEN TIME SERIES.

GLEANINGS CHIEFLY FROM OLD NEWSPAPERS OF BOSTON

AND SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS

SELECTED AND ARRANGED, WITH BRIEF COMMENTS

BY

HENRY M. BROOKS



New-England Sunday

"Old and new make the warp and woof of every moment. There is no thread that is not a twist of these two strands. By necessity, by proclivity, and by delight, we all quote."—Emerson
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NEW-ENGLAND SUNDAY.



Seeing in an old paper that General Washington was stopped by a "tythingman" in Connecticut in 1789 for the "crime" of riding on Sunday, we were naturally led to think about the "Sabbath question," as it is sometimes called. We find the account referred to in the "Columbian Centinel" for December, 1789.


THE PRESIDENT AND THE TYTHINGMAN.

 The Preſident, on his return to New-York from his late tour, through Connecticut, having miſſed his way on Saturday, was obliged to ride a few miles on Sunday morning, in order to gain the town, at which he had previouſly propoſed to have attended divine ſervice.—Before he arrived, however, he was met by a Tythingman, who commanding him to ſtop, demanded the occaſion of his riding; and it was not until the Preſident had informed him of every circumſtance, and promiſed to go no further than the town intended, that the Tythingman would permit him to proceed on his journey.





This Sunday question has been so often discussed of late years, and the opinions expressed on the same are so diverse, that it may be well to print a few selections on the subject from some of the old newspapers, that those who are interested may see, as a matter of curiosity, if for no other reason, what views have been entertained within the past century, more especially in New England, in reference to Sunday.

In a Salem paper of 1775 the following notice appeared:—


 Whereas the sober and thoughtful People of this Town are much displeased by the great Noise and Disturbance made in the Streets, on Saturday and Sabbath Day Evenings. It is earnestly desired that all Heads of Families would keep their Children and Servants at Home, on those Evenings, and thereby greatly contribute to the Quiet of the Town and Peace of the Inhabitants.



The appearance of Essex Street in Salem at the present time on Saturday evening would seem to indicate that "heads of families" do not now "keep their children and servants at home."



From a communication in the "Massachusetts Centinel," April 30, 1788, "riding on the Sunday" is held to be a "flagrant crime."


For the CENTINEL.

As the devoting one day in ſeven to religious purpoſes is a bounden duty we owe to God our creator, and a moſt reaſonable law of our Commonwealth—to ſee people riding on the Sunday in purſuit of their worldly affairs, is ſo diſguſting to the man of true principle, that the neglect of our executive authority of ſo flagrant a crime, is to be lamented. The common practice of a Mr. C——fl——n of H-pk——n is notorious on this account. Would not wiſh to traduce the character of any man, but would only query, whether ſuch conduct is not highly reprehenſible, and deſerving the cognizance of the magiſtrate.

Suffolk.





 This is not at all strange from the point of view from which Sunday was then regarded. Indeed many people feel about the same now. They would have the old laws enforced in regard to riding and neglect of public worship. They have fears that the day may degenerate into a European Sunday, with prayers in the morning and amusements in the afternoon and evening.

The changes in the past fifty years in reference to Sunday have indeed been very great, but we think they arise chiefly from a reaction from the too strict Puritanism of the past. While we would not have the day too strictly kept, we yet have no sympathy with that class of minds who think there should be no "day of rest" or no time set apart for religious exercises or church services, but would have all days exactly alike.



According to the "Salem Mercury" of Aug. 12, 1788, the ministers of Connecticut, in convention, publish an address on the "increasing negligence of the Publick Worship of God," etc.


 SALEM, August 12.

The Miniſters of the State of Connecticut, convened in General Aſſociation, have publiſhed a ſerious, ſenſible, plain Addreſs to the People of the Churches and Societies under their paſtoral care, on the ſubject of the increaſing negligence of the Publick Worſhip of God; which they conſider as one of the moſt painful and alarming, among the various inſtances of declenſion and immorality, which at the preſent time threaten the very exiſtence of religion in this country.—"In what manner," ſays the Addreſs, "does this evil affect the political intereſts, the eſſential wellbeing, of the community? All the branches of morality are indiſſolubly connected. From one breach of moral obligation to a ſecond, to a third, and to all, the tranſition is eaſy, neceſſary and rapid. From negligence of the duties we owe to God, the paſſage is ſhort to contempt for thoſe we owe to men. The Sabbath, in the judgment of reaſon and of revelation, is the great hinge on which all theſe duties are turned. When the ordinances of this holy day are forſaken and forgotten, the whole ſyſtem of moral obligation muſt of courſe be also forgotten; the great, ſubſtantial and permanent good, of which religion is the only ſource, is effectually deſtroyed; the political peace and welfare of a community, the ſalvation of the human ſoul, the infinitely benevolent deſigns of redeeming love, the inſtitution of the means of grace, and the obedience and ſufferings of the Son of God, are fruſtrated and ſet at nought. Thus, by one effectual blow of ſin, and the friends of ſin, are all the great and valuable intereſts of mankind overthrown."





 Although our remarks are confined to America, we may mention that it has been stated by some of our own countrymen who have visited London that Sunday is generally as well observed there as in New England; yet we find in the "Salem Gazette" of Nov. 23, 1785, that the attendance on public worship in London was then rather small as compared with what might have been seen in Boston at the same date. But that was before the days of the "sensation" preachers, as they are called,—Spurgeon, Beecher, Talmage, and men of that stamp, who now draw crowds of people, many of whom are not always the most religious in the community, but who love excitement rather than quiet contemplation.


LONDON,

Sept. 13. Sunday being a day of reſt, 739 horſes were yeſterday engaged on parties of pleaſure.

 In fifty churches, eaſtward of Temple-bar, the congregations amounted, on an average, to ſeven for each church in the morning, and five in the afternoon. This ſhews the ſtate of the Chriſtian religion in the metropolis to be far better than could be expected!

1785.





The following extract from the "Belfast Patriot" of 1825 shows how the "Lord's day" was regarded in 1776 in the "District of Maine."


Fifty Years Ago. At a town meeting, held on the common, on the south end of lot No. 26, probably where the meeting house now stands, on the east side of the river, in Belfast, Oct. 10th, 1776, the town then having been incorporated two years—among other things "to see if there can be any plan laid to stop the Inhabitants from visiting on Sunday." "Voted, That if any person makes unnecessary vizits on the Sabeth they shall be Lookt on with Contempt untill they make acknowledgement to the Public."





Houses of worship were formerly "as cold as a barn."

 Notwithstanding all the comforts and conveniences of modern places of worship, to say nothing about the more interesting preaching and other exercises, some people consider it a hardship to be obliged to attend even one service on Sunday. How was it in "old times"? Our ancestors were obliged to conform to the prevalent custom of going to meeting whether they liked it or not. The law did not then excuse any one from attendance at public worship, except for sickness. Not to be a "meeting-goer" in those days was to range one's self with thieves and robbers and other outlaws. No matter if the meeting-house was cold, and there was danger of consumption; it was apparently "more pleasing to the Lord" that a man should get sick attending services in "his house" than by staying away preserve his health. Mr. Felt, in his "Annals of Salem," says: "For a long period the people of our country did not consider that a comfortable degree of warmth while at public worship contributed much to a profitable hearing of the gospel. The first stove we have heard of in Massachusetts for a meeting-house was put up by the First congregation of Boston in 1773. In Salem the Friends' Society had two plate-stoves brought from Philadelphia in 1793. The North Church had one in 1809; the South had a brick Russian stove in 1812. About the same date the First Church had a stove and the Tabernacle had one also. The objections that [to heat churches] was contrary to the custom of their hardy fathers and mothers, [and that it] was an indication of extravagance and degeneracy, had ceased to be advanced. Not a few remember the general knocking of feet on cold days and near the close of long sermons. On such occasions the Rev. Dr. Hopkins used to say, now and then: 'My hearers, have a little patience, and I will soon close.'"
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