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	INTRODUCTION BY THE PUBLISHER

	 

	Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814) was a German philosopher who became a founding figure of the philosophical movement known as German idealism, which developed from the theoretical and ethical writings of Immanuel Kant. Recently, philosophers and scholars have begun to appreciate Fichte as an important philosopher in his own right due to his original insights into the nature of self-consciousness or self-awareness. Fichte was also the originator of the concept of thesis-antithesis-synthesis, an idea that is often erroneously attributed to Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. Like Descartes and Kant before him, Fichte was motivated by the problem of subjectivity and consciousness. He also wrote some works of political philosophy that contributed to his reputation as one of the fathers of German nationalism.

	Joseph Alexander Leighton (1870-1954), American theologian and philosopher, professor of Philosophy at Ohio State University, was one of the greatest scholars of Fichte's thought. In 1895 he published in The Philosophical Review the short essay Fichte's Conception of God, which we propose to our readers today.

	 

	Nicola Bizzi

	Florence, June 26, 2024.
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	Johann Gottlieb Fichte
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	Johann Gottlieb Fichte in a portrait by Karl Bauer

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	FICHTE’S CONCEPTION OF GOD

	 

	The earliest expression of Fichte’s views on the nature of God is to be found in his Aphorisms on Religion and Desire, written in 1790. Here the world is regarded as the realized thought-system of God, and all changes in finite beings as predetermined by God. But this view failed to satisfy him. The heart, he asserted, craves a God who will answer prayer; and here head and heart contradict one another. Man has a speculative impulse to solve this contradiction, but he, a mere link in the chain, cannot settle the question, and so the matter stands at this period.

	In the midst of this conflict between heart and reason Fichte commenced the study of the Kantian philosophy, and we know from his letters written at this period with what enthusiasm he embraced Kant’s doctrine. It set for him the proper limits of the knowledge of the understanding. No one, he said, had refuted his determinism, but it had failed to satisfy his heart, and the Kantian criticism seemed to him to leave a place for the heart’s demands in the determination of the nature of God. His Critique of All Revelation, written in 1791, two years earlier than Kant’s corresponding work, although wholly Fichte’s own in method and style, is a further development of Kant’s practical philosophy1
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