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			EXPLANATORY NOTE

			All the information contained herein comes from the titles indicated in the bibliography consulted, which appears at the end of this book. My contribution to this book consists only in the search, identification, and compilation of the information on the topics, found in these texts, considering each specific cultural group.

			I took these notes between April 1975 and June 1976. My intention, at that time, was to learn about the life of the Cuban aborigines to later write a novel that would recreate their history.

			My commitment made me assiduously visit the Provincial Library of Matanzas and the National Library of Cuba. I met with anthropologists and archeologists, and I had the opportunity to visit the indigenist room of the Montané Museum located at the University of Havana.

			Forty-five years after the completion of this compilation, I returned to the bundle of pages, now yellowed, and tied with a shoelace –as a fastener- and decided to read them again. I was looking for a way to organize my thoughts to begin to write the plot of the novel; but, to my surprise, I realized that the information contained in them could guide those who were interested in the subject, saving them time and effort in the search for information. It was then that I decided to offer them as a kind of booklet of orientation and support.

			It is true that I should have provided the specific source of each topic covered. I should have noted besides each quotation the title, author, volume, page, and paragraph; but, at that time, my intention was to use this material for personal purposes. However, I was careful to note the bibliography from which I obtained the information.

			I apologize for the repetition of some topics, especially regarding the Taino and Sub-Taino cultures; but I preferred to repeat what was said rather than making omissions in the editing process.

			Finally, I would like to say that my wife’s understanding and her unrestricted support were decisive factors for you to have this synthesis of the beginning of Cuba’s history in your hands today.

								J.A. “Tony” Ruano.

								Miami. May 2021.

			GUANAHATABEYES

			General Aspects

			1. They are considered the oldest inhabitants of Cuba. According to the latest investigations, they inhabited the island between 5000 BC to 1000 AD.

			2. They inhabited in the area which is comprised from Ciénaga de Zapata (swamp) to the Peninsula of Guanahacabibes and Pinos Island; however, it is believed that at one point they occupied almost the totality of the island.

			3. They did not live-in houses but in caves or rocky shelters, some near the coast and others far from it; but none of them were farther than 35 km from the coastline. Even so, they usually did not settle further than 5 km from the shore.

			4. They formed nomadic tribes. They only left the caves to hunt and to fish.

			5. They did not have dealings with other Indo-Cuban tribes.

			6. They buried their dead in the residuary. They did not include funeral offerings.

			7. They were distinguished using the shell, mainly the shell gouge.

			8. Their diet consisted of turtles, fish, mollusks, hutias, birds, crabs, reptiles, and the fruits they were able to gather.

			9. Since they were not familiar with agriculture, they did not use clay utensils.

			10. Their vessels and other instruments, as well as their domestic utensils, were made mainly of seashells. Predominant among these were those of Strombus Gigas or Estrombus Gigas, commonly known as Cobo.

			11. The lithic instruments were very rudimentary and scarce. They were not worked, some pebbles with a useful natural shape were picked for specific tasks.

			Shell Products

			1. They made, or rather shaped, pots, plates, spoons, hand picks (with which they broke other snail shells to get their meat), hammers (to strike on softer objects), and the shell gouges, which were used as cutting instruments.

			2. They also formed fotutos (wind instruments), which just were the snails’ shells that belonged to the snails of the Estrombus type, and which apex was fractured to let a hole to blow through it and emit the desired sound.

			3. They also made shell beads (rustic), with ornamental purposes.

			*To separate the mollusk from its shell, they invariably opened a hole in the husk. Through this hole they would introduce the cutting tip of a sharp stone or shell and detached the mollusk from the shell, which will roll out.  The hole was always made in the same place, next to the apex of the snail.

			Stone Products

			1. Percussion hammers, hammers, crushers, mortars. All made of unpolished stone.

			2. Dyeing stones: hematite and limonite (red and yellow, respectively).

			Chronology

			1. It is believed they got extinct circa the year 1000 of our era, and therefore the Tainos never met them; however, the chroniclers assure us that in the western side of the island existed savage Indians. 

			Man, and his physical aspect

			1. They were tough men and medium height; their skulls were not deformed. 

			2. Wide faces, prominent cheekbones, square orbits and narrow or medium size nasal orifices.

			3. Their skin colour was reddish-brown.

			4.  Their features were like the ones of the Mongolian people.

			Productive forces

			1. They knew how to use the fire. They used the dry wood of the Guásima tree (West Indian Elm). They placed the blunt tip of a rod in a two-finger with notch made on a timber. Later, they rubbed the rod until the dust coming out of the movement would catch fire. Other way was to tie two little timbers with a liana and later, with a rod with a blunt tip, they would create friction in the middle.

			2. They made artefacts according to their needs. These instruments showed to which extend they were capable to take advantage of the natural richness.

			Economic activities

			1. There were three main activities they would carry out: plant-based food gathering, hunting of some mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects; and lastly, they fished and gathered mollusks, crustacean and fish (among them manatees and big turtles).

			a) Plant-based food gathering. It included gathering local fruits, like anón (sugar apples), mamey (known as tropical apricot), papaya, guava, etc. It is likely that their vegetal diet was combined with roots and wild tubers, extracted from the soil.

			1-a) Among the instruments they might have used for the food gathering we can find the catauro, a kind of basket used as a drawer made of royal palms.

			2-a) It is believed that they also used for this purpose the calabash, a small saucepan made from the cutting half the fruit from the güira tree.

			Note: There are no remains found of these instruments, so their uses cannot be totally certified.

			a) To capture animals, different species of mammals, birds, and reptiles: Bones of hutias, manatees, turtles, and birds have been found.

			b) Fishing: They captured fish, mollusks and crustaceans (especially conch).

			Note: Their main source of food is the sea.

			The House

			1. They were in areas that facilitated their access to their productive activities, especially mollusk and crustacean gathering, and fishing.

			2. Many of them then were in coastal caves, flips and cliffs. Nonetheless, inland communities might have existed, protected by tree branches or other elements.

			Note: They were nomadic or seminomadic tribes, one or the other depending on their food-preservation skills.

			Collective organization

			1. The aborigines of this group gathered in communities.

			2. Each social group consisted of several families living together and formed an independent social group or community.

			Simple Cooperation

			1. If there was a collective property, the labour carried out was also shared. Everyone owned and used the instruments. This communal system was essential for the collection production at that stage, considering the rudimentary nature of their tools.

			The Natural Division of Work

			1. Women: They probably collected roots, fruits, mollusks and coastal crustaceans, because it was closer to the domestic sphere and to their duties as mothers.

			2. Men: They were in charge of hunting and fishing in deep waters, also of the collection of mollusks in those same waters.

			Garments and Ornaments

			1. They lived naked.

			2. They painted their bodies using coloring substances from mineral origin in ocher, red and yellow tones.

			3. Their ornaments must have consisted of little rustic discs, made with shells, which in archeology is named beads. These beads were not used by all the groups, they are exceptional.

			Superstructure Manifestations

			1. Given the primitive communities mental and symbolic capacities, they were able to fantastically interpret the events they saw, they could not give a satisfactorily explain them, but they developed a Natural religion.

			2. In addition to this, they practiced magic and animisms – the cult of the soul.

			3. They tried to force the natural phenomena to, in the very first place, increase the product performance.

			Funeral Customs

			1. They buried their dead with the head pointing to the East and the feet towards the West. They did not use funeral offerings. They placed the bodies in the garbage dump.

			Pictographs

			1. They practiced the pictographs in some caves or rocky shelters. They are paintings in the ceilings and walls of these places; they generally used two main colors on a lighter background, mainly consisting out of concentric circles and other more complex geometric motifs. The colors that were used for these pictographs were red and black.

			Note: All the archeological findings regarding this group have been found next to a watering hole or caves with close streams or subterranean rivers.

			CAYOS INDIANS

			Physiognomy

			1. They were thin, medium height, of coppery skin, and of Mongolian facial traits.

			2. They had prominent cheekbones and their nose was a bit wide.

			3. They had thick straight hair. They cut it above the ears.

			4. They painted their skin to protect themselves against the plagues.

			5. They lived naked.

			Transportation

			1. They had big and small canoes with which they navigated among the islands, communicating among them. Presumably they traded with each other.

			2. They rowed with rudimentary puddles and if the canoe capsized, they would all start to swim and take out the water with the güiras they had for this purpose.

			Housing

			1.They lived in bohíos (huts) or in shelters and caves.

			Art

			1. They knew the art of spinning cotton, which they apparently traded with the tribes living in the mainland.

			2. They sewed hammocks that were used for bed by the ones who lived in the huts. Women covered their genitalia with a little woven skirt that was called nagua.

			3. They had the habit of embedding pieces of gold or cupper in the nose.

			Economy

			1. It is assumed that they entirely depended on fishing and minor crops, since they did not know the existence of ceramics.

			CARIBES

			Generalities

			1. They came from the Orinoco basin, as the other indigenous from the Antilles. They just advanced until Puerto Rico; and maybe, although it has not been proven to Santo Domingo.

			2. They horrified the people from Lucayas and the north coast of Santo Domingo. They dominated the eastern part of Puerto Rico.

			3. They lived out of their predation in the America of the Antilles.

			4. They subjugated the Tainos to slavery and dispossession.

			5. They were cannibals. They ate the men and took their women as concubines.

			6. The attacked so fiercely that the ones who managed to escape from them was marked with scars everywhere.

			Note #1: Their economy was based on pillage and plundering.

			Note #2: The Tainos, in consequence of the strength of the Caribes, tried to escape from them and that is why they set off towards the West.

			Note #3: Among the indigenous people from the Antilles, they made sure there was an island which was used to place all the concubines won in combat, it was an island only inhabited by women and the Caribes visited it occasionally.

			CIBONEYES OR SIBONEYES

			General Aspects

			1. It is believed that this cultural group was the first that arrived at Cuba coming from the Orinoco Basin, Venezuela, through the Antilles arc.

			2. Their skulls did not present any artificial deformation.

			3. They were not into ceramics nor lived from agriculture, generally in marshy areas.

			4. They used to establish in coastal areas. The main locations were the South coast of Camagüey and the areas close to the mouth of Cauto River, in the East.

			5. It is believed they preserved the Arauca lexicon.

			6. The chroniclers agreed in that the Ciboneyes were the servants of the Tainos; however, they had the same rights of the latter and they equitably received the essentials. They were easily assimilated by the Tainos.

			7. Instead of seating, they squatted down in their meetings, like the Tainos.

			The House

			1. The characteristic shelter used by this cultural group were rocky shelters, cave mouths and cliffs located in the coastline, although some remains of their settlements have been found in the open air.

			2. Their settlements can be divided in two groups: coastal and inland communities. The latter being in places where drinking water could be obtained at a convenient distance from the coast.

			3. It has been proven they lived in shelters made by branches, royal palm, and leaves (presumably).

			4. Any of their houses might have hosted a considerable number of individuals (10 or more).

			5. The settlements, or better said, the tribes, must have included broadly eighty (80) inhabitants.

			Graveyards and Burials

			1. Generally, they buried their dead in dump fields, both the ones who lived in clear areas and the ones who did in caves or rocky shelters.

			2. No uniformity has been observed in their burials; sometimes they bodies appeared with their legs flexed and other times with extended legs.

			3. Most notable was the large number of beads made from fish vertebrae, shells, stone, and shark teeth that were found in the burials. These beads were not only found in the skeleton’s necks, but also around their wrists and ankles.

			4. They posited funerary offerings such as: lithic balls (their size depending on the age of the individual), lithic daggers (stone pendants or earrings, fish vertebrae, mollusk’s shells and other objects related to their trousseau). They were the remnants of their daily life.

			Note: Apparently, in some cases they incinerated their dead.

			Trousseau

			1. It is constituted by very similar artifacts to the ones of the Guanahatabeyes.

			2. Shell artifacts, next to which some lithic instruments appeared, they showed a bilateral symmetry and a good external finishing.

			3. There is an increase of flint material objects, and they have a highest manufacturing quality.

			4. They did a considerable use of mineral dyes.

			Shell Products

			1. Vessels made of Estrombus Gigas (queen conch), vases made of other snail’s shells, hand picks, wide and narrow gouges, spoons, and triangular plates, all made from the queen conch.

			2. Hammers, mortar pestles, small bead of necklaces and shell axes.

			3. They made hooks with bone.

			4. They had knifes made of shell.

			Stone Products

			1. They presented domestic instruments as hammers, conic pestles, mortars, and slabs with their mill stone, which presents signs of having been used to grind dyeing stones.

			2. Dyeing stones to obtain red, yellow, and black colors.

			3. Associated with their funerary practices we have the spherulites (perfect round balls), sometimes carved in soft material and others in a hard substance.

			4. Secondly, and linked to their funerary customs, we can find the gladiolitos (stone dagger), considered to be a symbolic artifact of chieftainship or lineage. Generally, they were sculpted in fragile materials: sandstone or slate schist.

			5. They had flint chips.

			6. They had stone axes to work (not polished) of around 12 x 16 inches.

			7. They sculpted the stone but did not polish it.

			Wooden Products

			1. They had wooden vessels, which must have been used in different ways. One of the most typical examples is the one applied in most aboriginal villages, which consists in boiling the water introducing hot stones in it and therefore boiling the food. However, the general preparation for food was roasting.

			2. They also built wooden walking sticks.

			3. In Malpoton Lagoon, a wooden fountain was found.

			Wickerwork

			1. They sew with lianas, yarey (Cuban local palm, with short and thin trunk), royal palm, and other materials, some articles such as: baskets, hampers, jabucos (baskets with narrow mouth made with elastic material), and catauros (a kind of basket), etc.

			Food Remains. Diet

			1. In comparison with the Guanahatabeyes, there have been found less mollusk’s remains but more of fish, and especially of hutias.

			2. Bone remains of birds, turtles and reptiles were also found.

			Note: See Economic Activities.

			Men and Physical Aspect

			1. They were short and medium height men, their skulls had no deformations, with details that make them older than the artificially deformed, their nasal structure is known as leptorino.

			2. They also had wide face and prominent cheek bones.

			3. They had copper skin and they painted it to protect themselves against plagues.

			4. They had black hair and they had it short or long.

			5. To cut their hair they scrubbed it between two shells, one of them had a bevel in which the hair laid, and the other one was sharp to cut it. Also, they might have used flint for that.

			Production Instruments

			1. They had a bigger and more varied set of instruments than the Guanahatabeyes; apart from that, the Ciboneye’s techniques to make such instruments were more advanced and polished than the one of the previous civilizations.

			2. They used hard stones to produce the instruments; this implied a longer time in the making, but at the end it assured longer durability.

			3. They made flint knifes, which were carved using the percussion technique (hitting). This shows an increase.

			4. They also made axes of different sizes.

			5. They must have used wooden instruments such as clubs and spears for hunting and fishing.

			Economic Activities

			1. Their basic activities were gathering and fishing of marine products. In second and third place there were the gathering of plant products and the hunting of land and sea animals.

			2. They gave more importance to the hunting and fishing than to the gathering activities. In the dump fields we can see more remains of hutias bones and fish bones, followed in order by mollusk’s shells, bird bones, reptiles, and turtles.
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