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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…





    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    




    
Props and Sets





    Book Title: Left Neglected




    Author Name: Lisa Genova




    Time it was written: 2008 - 2009 (The author started the first chapter on November 13, 2008)




    Place it was written: Starbucks Chatham




    First publication: January 4, 2011




    Publisher: Simon & Schuster Adult Publishing Group




    Narrator: First Person




    Point of view: Sarah Nickerson




    Tone: Ironic and Humorous (sometimes laugh-out-loud), Honest, Serious, Poignant




    Tense: Present




    Setting (Time): 2009-2010




    Setting (Place): Cape Cod, Boston, Vermont




    Protagonist: Sarah Nickerson




    Theme: Healing and Recovery, Independence, Hope, Forgiveness, Family




    Motif: Cellphone, Watch, Humor, Family, Hope, Stress, Realizations


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Lisa Genova is a writer and neuroscientist. She was born, raised and schooled in Waltham, Massachusetts. She graduated from Waltham High School in 1988, graduated valedictorian from Bates College with a degree in Biopsychology in 1992 and received her Ph.D. in Neuroscience from Harvard University in 1998. She used to work as a consultant at a biotech firm, Health Advances. She is a self-proclaimed science and math geek growing up. With a social life, that is. (1) (4) (52)




    Genova is also a successful novelist, highly praised for her knack of using fiction to illustrate just how devastating neurological issues are for real people and their families. Her novels give an insider’s view of what brain ailments actually feel like to those who suffer them. (3) Her first published novel, Still Alice, was a New York Times bestseller that won awards that included: 36 weeks on the New York Times Bestselling List, 2008 Bronte Prize, 2011 Bexley Book of the Year, 2010 Indies Choice Debut Book of the Year nomination by the American Booksellers Association, #6 Top Book Group Favorite of 2009 by Reading Group Choices, and a 2009 Target Book Club pick. The book has over a million copies in print and has been translated into 25 languages. Her next published book, Left Neglected, is starting to enjoy the same attention while her third book, Love Anthony, is already available for pre-order on Amazon while she’s currently working on her fourth book. (1) (2)




    When Genova finished her first novel, Still Alice, it was hard for her to find an agent. She was told that readers wouldn’t want to read a very depressing story about a fifty-ish psychology professor and world-renowned linguist who had developed early onset Alzheimer’s. So, she self-published her novel with a backup from the National Alzheimer’s Association in 2007. Because of the buzz created by word of mouth, she got an agent ten months later. Before the week was over, she got hauled in by Simon and Schuster. When the book was released again in 2009, it debuted at No. 5 in the New York Times Bestselling List. And even after two years, she was still receiving e-mails from readers who had read her book. (3)
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