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	n the past many years, the Church has had many challenges and difficulties that we face as believers. As a people, some of these challenges are bitterness, resentment, jealousy, and they are having a contaminating influence on people's lives. The scripture warns about how bitterness and one person will defile many. It's contagious. If you watch the news, be careful because much of what you hear is through the spirit of bitterness.


	You'll discover that the influence of bitterness will make you become offended easily. When you see that stirring up, make sure that you rise to protect your heart from the contamination of somebody else's bitterness. Both bitterness and jealousy hide under the guise of discernment. It hides under the notion that you see into the heart of the motive of another person. And the Scripture is pretty clear that nobody can know the heart, you cannot use your own heart level to measure the heart of another person, and when we start moving into the area of trying to figure out the motives of another person, we're actually into a distasteful area. 


	Bitterness is an attachment to the past. Jealousy is an attachment to the past. Jealousy actually works hand in hand with an entitlement that assumes I have certain things in life. So, when somebody else gets blessed instead of me, somebody else has the favorite, the open door, the opportunity, whatever it might be, it makes me feel very less and very insecure in who I am because of their breakthrough and blessing. Jealousy is a contaminant as well.
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