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For all lovers of the Côte d’Azur
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Cultural highlights from Menton to Saint-Tropez


If you love the sea and appreciate art and culture, you will enjoy my cultural journeys to the French Riviera, experienced over decades. From Cocteau in Menton to Picasso in Antibes and Signac in Saint-Tropez, the carefully selected museums and cultural highlights offer inspiration and insights along the coast of southern France. Since the 18th century, the French Riviera has been a popular vacation destination for the French and tourists from all around the world.


The French Riviera is also known as Côte d'Azur. The name Côte d'Azur was coined by the poet Stéphen Liégeard, who published a book titled “La Côte d'Azur” in 1887. Côte means the cost and Azur is named after the azure, blue waters of this Riviera.


This book is an invitation to discover the incomparable beauty and diversity of the Côte d'Azur, where the azure, blue sea meets radiant culture. Every visit to the French Riviera promises unforgettable moments, enriching your senses with art, culture and the blue dream.
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Menton


The first town after the Italian border is Menton. The city is famous for its lemons, parks, gardens, and picturesque, colorful houses. Here you'll find the Cocteau Museum - a modern building right on the beach next to the town hall.
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Illustration: Cocteau Museum





The Cocteau Museum (Musée Jean Cocteau) is dedicated to the French surrealist Jean Cocteau (1889-1963), a multitalented artist. He was a significant writer, painter, and filmmaker. The museum was built in 2011 according to the designs of French architect Rudy Ricciotti, a proponent of "hedonistic architecture." The result is impressive. Pierre Bergé, partner of the late Yves Saint Laurent, supported the construction of the museum.


In the nearby Bastion, a small fortress from 1619 overlooking the Mediterranean, is the original Cocteau Museum, which Cocteau helped design. Here you can view more works by the artist. The Cocteau Hall in Menton's town hall remains a popular wedding venue. Jean Cocteau left an indelible mark on Menton, shaping the city to this day. His works and influence are omnipresent, contributing to the cultural identity of this charming town. As you immerse yourself in Cocteau's world, you can also enjoy the culinary diversity and delicacies around the world-famous Menton lemons.
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View of Cap Martin from Monaco





Between Menton and Monaco lies Roquebrune-Cap-Martin, with the Cap Moderne Museum and the house E-1027. For the museum tour, which involves steep and narrow coastal paths, good footwear is recommended. The small but spectacular hike to the museum offers fantastic views of the sea and Monaco.




[image: Illustration: E-1027]


Illustration: E-1027





The Cap Moderne Museum (Cap Moderne, Eileen Gray et Le Corbusier au Cap Martin) with the house E-1027 by Eileen Gray is a must for design lovers. E-1027 was designed and built in 1929 by Irish furniture designer Eileen Gray (1878-1976). It is a masterpiece of modern architecture and the Bauhaus movement.


The name E-1027 is a code containing the initials of Eileen Gray and her partner, the architect Jean Badovici: "E" for Eileen, "10" for Jean (the tenth letter of the alphabet), "2" for Badovici, and "7" for Gray. The famous modernist architect Le Corbusier (1887-1965), who was-friends with the designer couple, further developed the area and left significant traces of modern design.


The entire area around E-1027 was later declared a "Site Moderne," an area of cultural and historical significance and international interest.
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View of Cap Martin from Roquebrune
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Design maisonette in Roquebrune





Once, I stayed on the Cap Martin peninsula. The apartment was extraordinarily modern and located right on the steep main road with an exterior staircase that was spectacularly steep. Inside, the apartment was stylish, with round windows, a glass mezzanine, and elegant design elements—all in the style of Le Corbusier.
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