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Thoughts from a Dyslexic Publisher


What a waste!


When I left school, my headmaster gave me a piece of paper to confirm I was no longer a schoolboy and ready to be sent out into the big wide world. As he handed me the certificate, he said to me in a soft voice, “What a waste!” This was not the most encouraging words for a boy of fifteen, in school for the last time, facing with trepidation the adult world.


“What a waste!” … I was born in the city slums during a bombing raid on 26th February 1941, with dyslexia and a severe tongue tie that was not rectified until I had started work as an errand boy for a ‘Family Grocer’.


An operation


While I was an errand boy, unable to communicate with other staff in the shop, Mrs. Siddall an ex-nurse, (now working in the shop) discovered that I was tongue-tied. Within a short period of time, I found myself in an operating theatre with a tall surgeon surrounded by a team of medical students examining and discussing my condition.


The surgeon wanted the students to witness my difficulty in talking.


He invited me to recite the letters of the alphabet. To say I was embarrassed is a gross understatement: I simply did not know the alphabet. To communicate with the surgeon or to answer the students’ questions was another impossibility. Happily the surgeon quickly appreciated the situation and relieved my humiliation.


Following the operation - which I am pleased to say was successful – the surgeon encouraged me to copy out a book by hand as well as to read it out loud. This is not the place to share in detail how I followed that advice, and the consequences of so doing. That has been told in my autobiography, “A Child Cries” and “The Miracle Book”.


Your Editor – Martin Manser


However, what I can say is that I wished someone also had given me a dictionary – not a heavy resource or reference work – but something that I hope this work edited by Martin Manser proves to be to many.


My reason for inviting Martin Manser to edit this project was because of the high esteem in which he is held for his editing of numerous reference books and dictionaries from various reputable publishers. I am grateful that he and his associate editors have been willing to work on this project and understand the individual groups that I had in mind.


Slow learners


(1) This is a dictionary for the ‘slow learners’. There are many individuals who never want to stop learning, but the process for them is a slow one. I do hope that the user-friendly approach in the page layout will be an encouragement to such a group.


Unconfident readers


(2) The ‘unconfident readers’. There are many individuals who have lost confidence in reading for a variety of reasons. I do hope they will find this book becomes a guide and stimulates them to start reading again.


Poor spellers


(3) The ‘poor spellers’. I am told this group is far larger than may at first be imagined.


As Martin himself has said to me, “Even the professionals from time to time need help in this direction.”


Dyslexic friends


(4) Dyslexic friends. Being dyslexic myself I knowing that in all walks of life – from successful businessmen to those involved in the media, from ‘celebrities’ to those whose names are unknown outside their immediate circle – being dyslexic is a genuine problem.


The thoughtful way that our Designer, Steve Carroll has interpreted the needs of dyslexic people I hope will be a great help. Steve, Martin and I are grateful for the advice and help we have received from dyslexic associations.


I constantly meet parents who have one child or grandchild with dyslexic problems of one kind or another. They have not been forgotten; this Dictionary is for them.


Children and Students


(5) School Children and Students. In more recent days, I have enjoyed the privilege of becoming an Ambassador for Birmingham University and expressing my concern for individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds who now have an opportunity to move to higher education. Not only that group, but all children and students can benefit from making this Dictionary their regular companion.


Of course, there is a whole range of Dictionaries which the wise student will make use of – and I likewise use them and commend them. But they tend to be ‘resource’ and ‘reference’ books. We desire that this “Really Useful Dictionary” will be a friend for life.


Overseas visitors


(6) Overseas Visitors. For all to whom English is a second language, I hope this Dictionary will be of great help.


Mobile phone users


(7) Users of Mobile Phones and Computers. Many young people are developing a ‘shorthand’ English to ‘text’ messages. This Dictionary is for them too. This is why we have produced not only the standard editions, but also a ‘Mobile English Dictionary’. Perhaps the culture of poor spelling encouraged by regular ‘texting’, could also become diluted by familiarity with this ‘Really Useful English Dictionary’.


As you can see, a great deal of thought has gone into this Dictionary and my only regret is that I did not produce it 30 years ago, when I first entered publishing.


Robert Hicks, Dyslexic Publisher




Before you start�	 to help you make the most of this dictionary


The aims of this dictionary


This book has been designed as a simple guide to the spelling of the more commonly used English words. Sometimes people say that they first need to know how a word is spelled before they can find it in the dictionary. We understand this and we have included special helps to tell you about the different ways in which English sounds are spelled to help you find the word in a dictionary.


We all need help


If you are not very good at spelling or if English is not your native language, then we hope that this dictionary will be useful to you. Even the most confident speakers and writers of English sometimes stumble over difficult spellings or find themselves uncertain about the right word. Somewhat ironically, much modern electronic communication – including email and mobile-phone text messaging – depends chiefly on the written word, making spelling important in using such systems. The rules of grammar and spelling may be considered less important in the age of the computer and mobile phone but the more users of such technology diverge from accepted practice, the greater is the risk of misunderstanding.


How many words are there in English?


There may be as many as two million words in the English language, depending on what you count as a word. No one knows for sure how many words an average speaker of English includes in his or her personal vocabulary, but estimates range from 10,000 to 12,000 words for a 16-year-old to between 20,000 and 60,000 for a college graduate. William Shakespeare, it has been calculated, used between 18,000 and 25,000 words in his various writings. With such a rich choice in even the most limited vocabulary, misspellings and misinterpretations appear to be inevitable. In this dictionary, we have included about 5,000 of the most frequently used words in English.


How do I find the word I am looking for?


All the main entry words are given in alphabetical order. The alphabet is given as guide letters on the right-hand pages. So if you are looking for a word beginning with M, you will see that this is about halfway through the alphabet.


At the top of each set of two pages are the first and last main entry word on those pages. These will help you find the word.


The word you are looking for may be a main entry word, for example, mountain or it may be one of the word-family words in italics, for example, mountainous. If you have difficulty knowing how to spell a word then you can use the special helps which tell you about how a sound may be spelled.


How is an entry arranged?


Each entry begins with the main entry word in bold on a new line. Then comes the definition on a new line, which is a short statement of what the word means. The definition does not include every meaning of the word, but is a guide to the word’s main meaning. On the next line come some undefined words in italics. These are part of the ‘word family’ of the main entry word.


There is any important rule to remember about the order of the undefined words. If the main entry word is a noun and its plural is irregular, or if there might be doubt about what the plural form is, the plural is given first. All other undefined words are then listed in alphabetical order:


child


young person; boy or girl


children childhood childish childlike


Different spellings


Some words can be spelled in more than one way, but only the most common spellings are included here. If there are two widely-used alternatives then both are included, with the preferred standard form given first.


Different main entry words


Some main entry words have a small raised number after them:


fit1


suitable; ready; healthy; to make suitable for


fitted fitter fittest fitting


fit2


sudden attack or convulsion


fitful


This means that the main entry words are spelled the same but have different histories and are best thought of as different words.


All those who have helped compile this book hope that it will help you improve your spelling, increase your vocabulary and develop your ability to communicate more confidently.


Martin H. Manser





 


Abbreviations














	Brit

	British English






	esp.

	especially






	fem.

	feminine






	masc.

	masculine






	pl.

	plural






	sing.

	singular






	US

	American English







Text Abbreviations


Learn to express your text message the fastest and shortest way possible by using Text abbreviations. Here are the most popular ‘SMS shortcuts’ that will help you text quickly.














	121

	One To One






	2U

	To You






	2U2

	To You To






	24/7

	24 hours a day, 7 days a week






	AAMOF

	As A Matter Of Fact






	AISE

	As I Said Earlier






	AISI

	As I See It






	AIUI

	As I Understand It






	AIW

	As It Were






	AND

	Any Day Now






	AFAICT

	As Far As I Can Tell






	AFAIK

	As Far As I Know





	AFAIR

	As Far As I Remember






	AOB

	Any Other Business






	ASL

	Age Sex Location






	AKA

	Also Known As






	AMAP

	As Much As Possible






	ASAP

	As Soon As Possible






	ATB

	All The Best






	ATM

	At The Moment






	AWCIGO

	And Where Can I Get One?






	AYT?

	Are You There?






	AYL

	At Your Leisure






	BBL

	Be Back Later






	B/C

	Because





	BC

	Busy






	B4

	Before






	BFN

	Bye For Now






	BB4N

	Bye Bye For Now






	BBIAM

	Be Back In A Minute






	BBL

	Be Back Later






	BCC

	Blind Carbon Copy






	BIL

	Brother In Law






	BION

	Believe It Or Not






	BOL

	Best Of Luck






	BRB

	Be Right Back






	BTA

	But Then Again






	BTM

	Beats Me






	BTW

	By The Way






	BWL

	Bursting With Laughter






	BZY

	Busy






	CUL8R

	See You Later






	C&G

	Chuckle and Grin






	CB

	Call Back





	CIAO

	Goodbye






	CIO

	Cut It Out






	CMIIW

	Correct Me If I’m Wrong






	CRAT

	Can’t Remember A Thing






	CU

	See You






	CWYL

	Chat With You Later






	CYA

	See Yah






	CYO

	See You Online






	DAMHIK

	Don’t Ask Me How I Know






	DIKU?

	Do I Know You?






	DIY

	Do It Yourself






	DTRT

	Do The Right Thing






	EB

	Eye Ball






	EMFBI

	Excuse Me For Butting In






	EMSG

	Email Message






	EOB

	End Of Business





	EOD

	End Of Discussion






	EOM

	End Of Message






	ESP

	Specially






	ETA

	Estimated Time of Arrival






	F2F

	Face To Face






	FAQ

	Frequently Asked Question






	FCFS

	First Come First Served






	FCOL

	For Crying Out Loud






	FOAF

	Friend Of A Friend






	FOS

	Freedom Of Speech






	FTBOMH

	From The Bottom Of My heart






	FTR

	For The Record






	FWIW

	For Whatever Its Worth






	FYA

	For Your Amusement





	FYI

	For Your Information






	G2G

	Got To Go






	GA

	Go Ahead






	GAL

	Get A Life






	GF

	Girl Friend






	GFN

	Gone For Now






	GHM

	God Help Me






	GHY

	God Help You






	GIGO

	Garbage In Garbage Out






	GJ

	Good Job






	GL

	Good Luck






	GLYSDI

	God Loves You and So Do I






	GMT

	Greenwhich Mean Time






	GMTA

	Great Minds Think Alike






	GOI

	Get Over It






	GOWI

	Get On With It






	GR8

	Great






	GSM

	God Save Me






	GSH

	Good Sense Of Humour





	GTBOS

	Glad To Be Of Service






	GTG

	Got To Go






	GTGN

	Got To Go Now






	GTRM

	Got To Read Mail






	GTSY

	Glad To See You






	H2

	How To






	HAND

	Have A Nice Day






	HAGN

	Have A Good Night






	HHIS

	Hanging Head In Shame






	HHOK

	Ha Ha Only Kidding






	HICA

	Here It Comes Again






	HOAS

	Hold On A Second






	HSIK

	How Should I Know






	HP

	Home Page






	HTH

	Hope This Helps





	HH

	Holding Hands






	IAC

	In Any Case






	IAE

	In Any Event






	IAY

	I Adore You






	IAYT

	I Adore You Too






	IB

	I’m Back






	IC

	I See






	ICBW

	I Could Be Wrong






	ICCL

	I Couldn’t Care Less






	IDN

	I Don’t Know






	IDTS

	I Don’t Think So






	IKWUM

	I Know What You Mean






	IOU

	I Owe You






	ILU

	I Love You






	ILU2

	I Love You Too






	ILU4E

	I Love You Forever






	IME

	In My Experience






	IMHO

	In My Humble Opinion





	IMO

	In My Opinion






	INFO

	In No Particular Order






	IOW

	In Other Words






	IRL

	In Real Life






	ISTM

	It Seems To Me






	ISTR

	I Seem To Remember






	ITYM

	I Think You Mean






	IWALY

	I Will Always Love You






	IWIK

	I Wish I Knew






	IYKWIM

	If You Know What I Mean






	IYSWIM

	If You See What I Mean






	J/K

	Just Kidding






	JAM

	Just A Moment/Minute






	JFF

	Just For Fun






	JFYI

	Just For Your Information






	JIT

	Just In Time






	JIC

	Just In Case





	JLY

	Jesus Loves You






	JMO

	Just My Opinion






	JMHO

	Just My Humble Opinion






	JTLYK

	Just To Let You Know






	JTYMLTK

	Just Thought You Might Like To Know






	KIA

	Know It All






	KISS

	Kiss It Simple Stupid






	KIT

	Keep In Touch






	KOTC

	Kiss On The Cheek






	KOTL

	Kiss On The Lips






	KWIM

	Know What I Mean






	KYHU

	Keep Your Head Up






	L8R

	Later






	L8R G8R

	Later Alligator





	LALL

	Live And Let Live






	LHM

	Lord Help Me






	LHY

	Lord Help You






	LHU

	Lord Help Us






	UBF

	Let’s Just Be Friends






	LMA

	Leave Me Alone






	LMK

	Let Me Know






	LOL

	Laughing Out Loud






	LTBF

	Learn To Be Funny






	LTNS

	Long Time No See






	LTM

	Laughing To Myself






	LYWAMH

	Love You With All My Heart






	M8

	Mate






	MAY

	Mad About You






	MB

	Message Board






	MIL

	Mother In Law






	MPH

	Miles Per Hour





	ML

	More Later






	MOD

	Master Of Disaster






	MORF

	Male Or Female






	MOTOS

	Member Of The Opposite Sex






	MOTD

	Message Of The Day






	MYOB

	Mind Your Own Business






	N/M

	Never Mind






	NAGI

	Not A Good Idea






	NBD

	No Big Deal






	N/A

	Not Applicable






	NE1

	Anyone






	NLT

	Not Later Than






	NM

	Never Mind






	NMP

	Not My Problem






	NMS

	Not My Style






	NOYB

	None Of Your Business






	NP

	No Problem





	NTG

	Not To Good






	NYP

	Not Your Problem






	OIC

	Oh I See






	ONNA

	Oh No Not Again






	OTO H

	On The Other Hand






	OTTOMH

	Off The Top Of My Head






	PCB

	Please Call Back






	PDS

	Please Don’t Shout






	PLS

	Please






	PM

	Private Message






	PCAHF

	Put On A Happy Face






	PPL

	People






	PRW

	






	

	People/parents are watching






	PTL

	Praise the Lord






	PXT

	Please Explain That





	PU

	That Stinks






	QIK

	Quick






	RL

	Real Life






	RME

	Rolling My Eyes






	ROTFL

	Rolling On The Floor Laughing






	RSN

	Real Soon Now






	SICNIZ

	Sorry I Could Not Resist






	SIG2R

	Sorry I Got To Run






	SMHID

	Scratching My Head In Disbelief






	SOMY

	Sick Of Me Yet?






	SPK

	Speak






	SPST

	Same Place, Same Time






	SOTMG

	Short Of Time, Must Go






	SS

	So Sorry






	SSDD

	Same Stuff Different Day






	SSINF

	So Stupid It’s Not Funny





	STR8

	Straight






	STW

	Search The Web






	SUITM

	See You In The Morning






	SUL

	See You Later






	SUP

	What’s Up?






	SYL

	See You Later






	TA

	Thanks A Lot






	TAFN

	That’s All For Now






	TAM

	Tomorrow a.m.






	TBH

	To Be Honest






	TC

	Take care






	TGIF

	Thank God It’s Friday






	THX

	Thanks






	TIA

	Thanks In Advance






	TIAD

	Tomorrow Is Another Day






	TLK2UL8R

	Talk To You Later






	TMI

	Too Much Information





	TMWFI

	Take My Word For It






	TNSTAAFL

	There’s No Such Thing As A Free Lunch






	TPM

	Tomorrow p.m.






	TPTB

	The Powers That Be






	TTFN

	Ta Ta For Now






	TTTT

	These Things Take Time






	TTYL

	Talk To You Later






	TTYS

	Talk To You Soon






	TU

	Thank You






	TY

	Thank You






	TYT

	Take Your Time






	TYVM

	Thank You Very Much






	UGTBK

	You’ve Got To Be Kidding






	UKTR

	You Know That’s Right






	UL

	Upload






	UR

	Your/You’re





	UV

	Unpleasant Visual






	WAM

	Wait A Minute






	WAN2TLK

	Want To Talk






	WAYF

	Where Are You From?






	WB

	Welcome Back






	WIIFM

	What’s In It For Me?






	WK

	Week






	WKD

	Weekend






	WTG

	Way To Go






	WU?

	What’s Up?






	WUF?

	Where Are You From?





	WWJD

	What Would Jesus Do?






	WWYC

	Write When You Can






	WYSIWYG

	What You See Is What You Get






	YBS

	You’ll Be Sorry






	YGBKM

	You Gotta Be Kidding Me






	YMMV

	Your Mileage May Vary






	YW

	You’re Welcome







USEFUL DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH




Aa


a


indefinite article, used before


consonant sounds


aback


(taken aback)


startled


abandon


to give up; to forsake


abandonment


abbreviate


to make shorter


abbreviating abbreviation


ability


skill or power to do something


abilities


able


with the skill or power to do


something


abler ablest ably


abnormal


different from the normal


abnormality abnormalities


abolish


to do away with


abolishes abolition


abortion


removal or expulsion of a foetus from


the womb


abort abortive


about


concerning; near; around;


approximately


above


at a higher or greater point


abroad


in or to a foreign country


absent


not present; away from


absence absentee


absolute


complete; perfect; unlimited


absolutely


absorb


to take in; to suck up


absorbent absorption


abstract


not material; not depicting a person


or object; summary


abstraction


abuse


to use wrongly or improperly; to treat


cruelly; to insult; insulting language


abusive


academic


theoretical; scholarly


academically


academy


institution; school


academies


accelerate


to increase speed


accelerating acceleration accelerator


accent


distinctive pronunciation; emphasis;


written mark


accentuate


accept


to receive; to agree to


acceptability acceptable acceptably


acceptance


access


right to approach or use


accesses accessibility accessible


accessory


useful additional part


accessories


accident


unexpected chance event


accidental


accommodate


to provide with lodging;


to do a favour for


accommodating accommodation


accompany


to go along with; to play a supporting


musical part


accompanied accompanies


accompaniment accompanying


according


in relation (to); as said or shown by


accordingly


account


statement of finances; (to give a)


description or explanation


accountability accountable


accountancy accountant


accumulate


to collect; to gather together


accumulating accumulation


accurate


correct; exact


accuracy


accuse


to charge someone with a particular


crime


accusation accuser accusing


ache


(to suffer from a) continuous


dull pain


aching


achieve


to succeed in doing


achievement achiever achieving


acid


sour; chemical compound


acidity


acknowledge


to admit; to recognize


acknowledgement or


acknowledgment acknowledging


acquaint


to make familiar (with)


acquaintance


acquire


to gain possession of


acquiring acquisition acquisitive


acre


unit of area, 4840 square yards


acreage


across


from one side to the other of;


on the other side of


act


deed; statute; main division of


a play; to do something; to perform


a part in a play, etc.


action


process of doing something; lawsuit


active


functioning; energetic


activity activities


actor (fem. actress)


person who acts in a play,


film, etc.


actresses


actual


real


actually


adapt


to make suitable; to modify


to fit


adaptability adaptable adaptation


adapter or adaptor


add


to combine numbers into a total;


to join


addition


adding


additional additive


address


written description of where


a building is; to speak to


addresses addressee


adequate


sufficient; just satisfactory


adequacy


adjective


word used to describe a noun


adjourn


to postpone temporarily


adjournment


adjust


to change slightly; to adapt


administer


to direct, manage,


or control; to dispense or give


administration administrative


administrator


admire


to regard with great respect


admiring


admission


(charge for) admitting; confession


admit


to allow to enter;


to acknowledge


admittance admitted admitting


adolescence


period between puberty and maturity


adolescent


adopt


to take, esp. a child,


as one’s own


adoption adoptive


adult


fully-developed and mature person


adulthood


advance


to go forwards


advancing


advantage


favourable position; gain, or benefit


advantageous


adventure


exciting or risky event, undertaking,


etc.


adventurer adventurous


adverb


word describing how, when, where,


etc., something is done


advertise


to present to the public in order


to promote sales


advertisement advertiser advertising


advice


recommendation


on action


or behaviour


advise


to give advice to;


to inform


advisable adviser or advisor advising


advisory


advocate


person who speaks for another;


supporter;


to recommend


advocating


aerial


of, in, or from the air; rod or rods for


transmitting or receiving radio waves


aeroplane


(US airplane)


aircraft


aerosol


(suspension of) fine particles sprayed


from a pressurized container


affair


matter or concern; event; extramarital


sexual relationship


affect


to influence; to move emotionally


affection


fondness


affectionate


afford


to have enough to be able to buy or


do something


afraid


frightened; sorry


after


following in time


or space;


in the same way as


afterwards


afternoon


period between noon and evening


again


once more; further


against


opposing; in contact with;


in preparation for


age


length of time a person or thing has


existed;


to grow old


aged ageing or aging ageism


agency


business providing


a service; means


agencies


agenda


list of things to be considered


agent


person who acts for someone else;


something that produces an effect


aggravate


to make worse; (informal)


to annoy


aggravating aggravation


aggression


unprovoked attack


aggressive aggressor


agitate


to disturb or excite


agitating agitation agitator


ago


in the past


agony


extreme pain


agonies agonize or agonise


agree


to share the same opinion;


to assent (to);


to suit the health of


agreeable agreed agreeing


agreement


ahead


in front; in the future


aid


(to give) help


aim


to pointât; purpose


air


mixture of gases; manner; quality


aircraft


vehicle that flies through the air


airline


company that provides air travel


airport


place where aircraft land and take off


aisle


passageway between seats


alarm


(to give a) warning signal; to frighten


album


book for collection of stamps,


photographs, etc.; long-playing record


alcohol


clear intoxicating liquid


alcoholic alcoholism


alert


watchful; to warn


alibi


evidence of being somewhere else


when a crime was committed; excuse


alibis


alien


foreign; not natural (to)


alienate


alight1


to come down from


alight2


on fire


alike


similar


alive


living; aware of


all


whole amount of; wholly


allege


to state without proof


allegation allegedly alleging


alley


narrow passage


alleys


alliance


union or association


allocate


to assign for a particular purpose


allocating allocation


allow


to permit


allowance


ally


to join with; country or ruler


supporting another; supporter


allies allied allying


almost


very nearly


alone


apart from others


along


over the length of; onwards;


accompanying


alongside


aloud


loud enough to be heard


alphabet


set of letters in a writing system


alphabetical


already


by or before a particular time


also


besides


alter


to change


alteration


alternate


(to occur) in turns; every other


alternating alternation alternator


alternative


giving or of a choice; possible choice


alternatively


although


even though


altogether


with everything considered; completely


always


at all times


am


1st person singular of present tense


of be


amateur


not professional


or expert


amateurish


amaze


to fill with wonder or surprise


amazing


ambassador


diplomatic representative to another


country


ambiguous


having two or more possible


meanings; doubtful


ambiguity ambiguities


ambition


strong desire for success


ambitious


ambulance


vehicle for transporting the sick and


injured


amend


to change formally;


to improve


amendment


amid


in the middle of


amidst


among or amongst


in the middle of; between


amount


(to) total


amphibian


animal that can live


on land


or in water


amphibious


ample


plentiful;


large


amply


amplify


to make stronger


or louder;


to expand on


amplification amplified amplifier


amplifies amplifying


amuse


to entertain;


to cause to laugh


amusing


an


indefinite article, used before vowel


sounds


anaesthesia


(US anesthesia)


loss of ability to feel, esp. pain


anaesthetic (US anesthetic)


anaesthetist (US anesthetist)


anaesthetize or anaesthetise (US anesthetize)


analyse (US analyze)


to examine in detail


analysing (US analyzing)


analysis


act or result of analysing


analyses analyst analytic analytical


analytically


anatomy


study of the structure of organisms


anatomic anatomical anatomically


anatomist


ancestor (fem. ancestress)


person from whom another is


descended


ancestral ancestry


anchor


device that holds a ship firmly


to the sea-bed


anchorage


ancient


very old


and


in addition; also


angel


divine messenger


angelic angelically


anger


great annoyance


angle


space between lines extending from a


common point


angry


very annoyed


angrier angriest angrily angriness


animal


living creature able to feel and move


ankle


joint connecting the foot


and leg


anniversary


date each year on which an event is


celebrated


anniversaries


announce


to make known publicly


announcement announcer


announcing


annoy


to irritate or harass


annoyance


annual


yearly annually


anonymous


by an unknown or unnamed author


anonymity


anorak


hooded waterproof jacket


another


additional or different


(person or thing)


answer


(to) reply; to take responsibility (for)


ant


kind of small insect


antibiotic


(substance) used to treat infection


with bacteria


anticipate


to expect; to see in advance and


prepare for


anticipating anticipation


antique


very old; old sought-after object


antiquate antiquity antiquities


antiseptic


(substance) that stops growth


of bacteria


anxiety


fear and worry


anxieties anxious


any


some; every


anybody


any person


anyhow


in any case; carelessly


anyone


anybody


anything


any object, event, etc.


anyway


in any case


anywhere


in, at, or to any place


apart


distant; separate


apartment


single room;


set of rooms;


(US) flat


ape


tailless monkey;


to imitate


aping


apologetic


being or saying sorry


apologetically


apologize or apologise


to say one is sorry


apologizing or apologising


apology


expression of regret


apologies


apostrophe


punctuation mark


appal (US appall)


to fill with horror, dismay, or shock


appalled appalling


apparent


clearly seen or understood


apparently


appeal


(to) request; to be attractive (to)


appear


to come into sight


appearance


appendix


additional material at the end of a


book; short, closed tube extending


from large intestine


appendices or appendixes


appetite


desire, esp. for food


appetizer or appetiser appetizing or


appetising


applaud


to show approval by clapping


the hands


applause


apple


round edible fruit


apply


to put to use; to put into contact with;


to request


applicable applicant application


applied applies applying


appoint


to choose,


esp. to do a job


appointee appointment


appraise


to assess the worth


or quality of someone


or something


appraisal


appreciate


to be grateful for;


to recognize; to increase in value


appreciable appreciating


appreciation appreciative


approach


to come near or nearer;


method of doing something


approaches


appropriate


suitable; to take for one’s own use


appropriating appropriation


approve


to think favourably of;


to authorize


approval approving


approximate


nearly accurate or exact


approximation


apricot


round, orange-yellow fruit


April


4th month of the year


apron


protective garment; hard-surfaced


area by airport terminal


apt


likely (to); suitable; clever


aptitude


aquarium


tank or pool in which fish, plants, etc.,


are kept


aquariums or aquaria


aquatic


living or found in water


arbitrary


chosen randomly and without reason


arbitrarily arbitrariness


arcade


covered passage;


line of arches


arch


(to make into a) curved structure


or shape


archaeology


(US archeology)


study of material remains of ancient


human life


archaeological


(US archeological) archaeologist


(US archeologist)


archaic


of a remote period;


no longer used


architecture


science of designing buildings


architect architectural


archives


(place for storing) official records


archival archivist


are


plural of present


tense of be


area


extent or expanse;


region or field


arena


enclosed area for


sports events


arenas


aren’t


(informal) are not


argue


to quarrel; to present reasons for or


against something


arguable arguably arguing


argument


quarrel; reasons for or against


something


argumentative


arise


to come into being


arisen arising arose


aristocracy


(government by the) privileged noble


class


aristocracies aristocrat aristocratic


aristocratically


arithmetic


branch of mathematics dealing with


numbers


arithmetical


arm1


upper human limb


arm2


(to equip with a) weapon


armament


armour (US armor)


(to provide with a) defensive covering


armoured (US armored) armourer


(US armorer) armoury (US armory)


armouries (US armories)


army


military land forces


of a country


armies


arose


past tense of arise


around


on all sides (of); approximately


arouse


to stimulate; to wake


arousal arousing


arrange


to put in order; to make plans for


arrangement arranging


arrest


to place in legal custody; to stop


arrive


to come to a destination


arrival arriving


arrogant


behaving in an aggressively proud


way


arrogance


arrow


slender pointed weapon shot from


a bow


art


skill; creative ability; painting,


sculpture, etc.


artefact or artifact


man-made object


article


item or object; non-fiction writing


in a newspaper


artificial


not natural; made by human skill


artificiality


artist


person who creates paintings, etc.


artistic artistically artistry


as


in or to the same degree or manner;


like; in the role of; because


ash1


powder remaining after a fire


ashes ashen


ash2


tree of the olive family


ashamed


feeling shame


ashore


on or to land from water


aside


on orto one side


ask


to put a question to


asleep


sleeping


aspect
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