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  The Teufelsberg (devil’s mountain) of today was to be replaced by the university complex of the Nazi world capital Germania; instead, after the Second World War, the partly built-up area was covered by a large part of the city’s ruins and became Berlin’s second highest “mountain”. From the early 1960s onwards, an iconic US listening station, the Field Station Berlin, occupied the very top. After the withdrawal of the American National Security Agency in 1991 and a short interim use by the German air surveillance, the mountain and the facility became a paradise for sprayers, mountain bikers, hang-gliders and lovers of ruins. In the 2000s, director David Lynch and the Maharishi Foundation wanted to build a peace university with a Tower of Invincibility there. That went wrong. By now, professionally guided tours through the old listening station are on offer. Unfortunately, this story is not told here. By the way, the mountain got its name from the neighboring Teufelssee (devil’s lake). Which, in turn …
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  Introduction ...




  





  “Berlin is repulsive, loud, dirty and grey, 




  it’s all construction sites and congested streets – 




  but I feel sorry for all who do not live here!”





  





  (Anneliese Bödecker)




  





  





  Quotes similar to the one above accredited to Mrs. Bödecker are popular all around the world – invariably describing big, desirable cities. However, they are commonly assigned to movie stars, business icons or at least scholars: people who are higher up in the pecking/hipness order of the world. Mrs. Bödecker was reportedly a mere social worker. When and where the quotation saw the light of day is unknown to me, but it somehow fits and aptly expresses a very popular feeling regarding Berlin. Somehow the city is different, although one really can’t say why. In 2017, a ZEIT article by authors avowedly fond of living in Berlin declared the metropolis the “capital of failure”. The garbage collection system is far from flawless, administration is too slow, supreme expertise in rejecting any and all responsibility for whatever problem may arise is regarded as a fundamental Berlin virtue. Even the dead have to wait for their funeral certificates for weeks. What’s so great about all that? “Here I am Man, here dare it to be”, as Goethe wrote.




  





  The legendary German poet also quipped: “Berlin ... is inhabited by such a daring breed of people ... that one needs to have a sharp tongue and be ready to get a bit rough at times.” Goethe, who visited (and survived) Berlin on numerous occasions, must have commanded a pointed lingua.




  





  The idea of this text is to point out which ideas, art movements, people, which developments or historical timelines have passed through or began/ended in Berlin, a city somewhere on the edge of meaning. Clearly, such a text could be written about many or even all major cities of the world. Often, the themes would be identical or similar. After all: one thing all metropolises have in common is their universal attraction.1 Berlin, like all big, desirable cities, is a cultural-chemical reaction with an uncertain outcome.




  





  Before the Nazis, Berlin had a rather good reputation. The city stood for great advances in science and technology. Industrial history was made in Berlin. The Borsigs supplied the growing rail networks of Prussia and Europe with locomotives and founded a new neighborhood for their factory workers in Borsigwalde. With “Siemensstadt”, entrepreneur Wilhelm von Siemens shaped an entire district of Berlin. In the part of central Berlin dubbed Feuerland (burning country) or Birmingham of the Mark, because of the large concentration of sooty businesses working with metal, only the AEG factory building constructed at the end of the 19th century and some streets named after industrialists (Borsigstr., Pflugstr., Schwartzkopffstr. etc.) remind us of Berlin’s past as a place shaped by officially commemorated industrialists and completely forgotten workers. Berlin is considered one of the birthplaces of the computer, which has such a defining impact on today’s world. At the same time, the birthplaces of discoveries are … often somewhat indefinable. Most important inventions are based on the preparatory work of others elsewhere, after all, and they also often happen more or less simultaneously in different locations. The localized origin of revolutionary ideas is thus mostly rather anecdotal, a mere question of detail.





  

    


  




  





  





  





  





  1 Much worth mentioning was left out: Döblin, the achievements of the Charité hospital, the Edeka supermarket chain, the first cinematic appearance of a disco ball in the film Berlin: Symphony of a Metropolis …
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  [Sculpture of the bull of the Goddess Hel by Paul Mersmann, Alboinplatz, Schöneberg-Tempelhof]




  





  





  





  





  #Schildhorndenkmal, Blanke Helle




  





  To begin at the beginning…




  





  





   - Big bang; it’s just possible that just about anything is possible. First matter is formed; somewhere, there is a piece of something that somehow someday becomes sun, earth, Brandenburg, that island in the Spree ... Unity and order become diversity and disorder ... Neanderthals wonder what life is all about, the very occasional Roman tourist takes notes ... Berlin’s prehistory begins.




  





  The area bordering the rivers Havel and Spree is first mentioned around 100 AD by the Roman Tacitus in his De origine in situ Germanium Liber. According to him, the Semnones lived here until they started to feel a certain longing for the southern sun, emigrated, merged into the Alamanni and became part of the Suebi/Swabians2, who, according to Tacitus, were, like all pre-migration Germans, tall, red-haired and (at least the males) pretty lazy and addicted to alcohol whenever away from the battlefield. They also offered human sacrifices on occasion and tied their hair in a so-called Suebenknoten (Suebian knot3).




  





  Even if Tacitus’ geographical details seem rather vague, German prehistory scholars have identified the Semnones as the original Berliners. Modern Berliners appear to still have some historical gut feeling about the early presence of the Semnones/Suebians in this area; perhaps there is some unspoken concern about them reclaiming Berlin as their rightful tribal, ancestral, promised land? After most of those early would-be-Berliners emigrated to the warmer south around the year 400, a variety of Slavic clans settled in the vacated area. Their larger settlements included Copnic (Köpenick) and Spandau. In the middle of the 12th century, according to the official version, Christianizing Germanic tribesmen from the West pushed East. Then, Albrecht the Bear (an Askanian and part of the Swabian aristocracy from Schwabengau) fought against the Slavic prince Jacza or Jaxa de Copnic. Legend has it that Jaxa escaped from the bearish Teuton and found himself close to drowning, helplessly pulled to and fro by the mighty Havel near Spandau. Desperate, he begged the Christian God for help, and presently was washed upon a small peninsula. A man of his word, Jaxa is said to have converted on the spot; he hung up his shield and horn on the next tree, and thus gave the place his name: Schildhorn (shield-horn). The story is regarded as the founding myth of the Mark Brandenburg; and a myth it likely is. Today it is assumed that Jaxa, like many other Slavic rulers, was born a Christian.4




  





  The Schildhorn monument, erected in 1845 on the assumed site of the aforementioned salvation and Christianization of Jaxa of Köpenick, is a suitable place for commemorating Berlin’s early history. The design is by the Prussian architect Friedrich August Stüler, although Friedrich Wilhelm IV had given him rather concrete royal ideas regarding what shape would be acceptable. It is not particularly pretty.




  





  There is another interesting story dealing with the Christianization of the Berlin area, which raises further questions. Ancient legends have it that the entrance to hell itself used to be located near what is now the Alboinplatz in Schöneberg. It is said that, in pre-Christian times, a priest made sacrifices to Hel here, the Germanic goddess of the underworld and mistress over Helheim (Hel’s home = the Germanic hell). For his services, Hel had a black bull rise from the depths of the murky pool, to aid the holy pagan in the cultivation of the surrounding fields. At some point, a Christian monk took over field and sanctuary, but, putting his trust in the Christian God above, he no longer sacrificed to Hel. Fuming as only German goddesses fume, she sent her black bull up again – not to help farm the land, but to drag the impertinent monk into the depths of hell (or, in another version, to devour him). So … Christianization failed? Really?




  





  Legends and folk stories rarely come with dates of origin, meaning that we are left wondering about when that story was supposed to have happened, and who told it. It is considered a part of the Germanic-pagan mythological cosmos and therefore should hail from the time before the departure of the old Semnones. Alfred the Bear supposedly spearheaded a host of Christian settlers, after all, who superimposed themselves on a Slavic population (note: the “devil” of the old Slavs was called Veles, and is considered a protector of cattle). Perhaps the Slavic Berliners liked to tell some good old stories they had heard from the old Germanic (non-Christian) inhabitants around the fireplace in the evenings, or some Semnone had remained in the “old homeland”, eking out a living as a storyteller. Perhaps the whole thing was just somehow superimposed on the ethnic-religious situation, or even moved from Slavic to the Germanic mythology at a later time? 




  





  Hel’s Pfuhl is commemorated today by a rather monumental sculpture of the murderous bull, erected in 1934, which, of course, has an interesting history. It was created as part of a Nazi support program for unemployed (Aryan) artists. The regime did not appreciate the artwork of sculptor Paul Mersmann, however, and even wanted to remove it. A modern legend has it that Mersmann, an upright German artist with little taste for the Nazis but who needed the money, filled the stomach of the bull with anti-fascist flyers. One wonders: is this true, or just another legend meant to help modern Germans to cope with the difficult past of their country? Hel’s Pfuhl is definitely a good place to consider the pitfalls of the past and the common need to rewrite history. 




  





  





  





  





  





  2 “Schwabe” is a rather vague term (it basically means people talking in that funny Swabian dialect of southwest Germany). It is not my intention to establish a more than anecdotal connection between the Semnones, or some other group alive several centuries ago, and modern-day people.





  3 Such a knot was actually found on a preserved bog body: the Osterby Man. 





  4 The Spandauer Kreuz, an object that seems almost Celtic in style (at least to my layman’s eyes) is said to have served in a church in Slavic Spandau shortly before the year 1000. A re-cast of the cross is on display in the Neues Museum.
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  [A part of the Nikolaiviertel, regarded as Berlin’s old town; the neighbourhood, almost completely destroyed in World War II, was rebuilt as a new old town starting in 1982 and completed for the 750th anniversary celebrations in 1987.]




  





  *Nikolaiviertel




  

    


  




  Cölln is mentioned; and becomes Berlin




  





  





  The (Christian) towns of Cölln, located on an island in the Spree, and Berlin, established on the banks of the river and set halfway between Spandau and Köpenick, were first mentioned shortly after Brandenburg was taken over by Alfred the “bear” of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation. More precisely, a contract dated October 28, 1237 concerning the payment of the tithe (church tax) mentions a certain Symeon, parish priest of Cöln – meaning the place must somehow have existed. Berlin, basically a few houses scattered around the Nikolaikirche, was first mentioned in 1244. Soon afterwards, the first Berlin (city) wall was documented, and Cölln erected a Gerichtslaube (a medieval court house) close to the former town hall. Directly next to it they kept a pillory and a gallows handy, i. e. at a conveniently short distance. Much later, in 1871, the structure was removed and rebuilt in the Babelsberg Park, where it still stands today. It is not an urban surrounding. If you visit the Laube, you just need to do a little mental photoshopping to replace the few visible buildings scattered among the woodlands with actual greenery and feel transported to a time before the massive explosion of mankind.




  





  In the historicizing Nikolaiviertel, generally considered the old town of Berlin, but now mainly a hotchpotch of prefab buildings and some reconstructed structures without much life of its own except for being a tourist attraction, a copy of the building was erected for Berlin’s 750th anniversary celebrations in 1987. Here, the restaurant Zur Gerichtslaube offers what are called authentic Berlin dishes.




  





  Speaking of authentic Berliners: some sources say that the people who first settled in the area in the course of the Germanic Christianization moved from the Rhineland (hence the name “Cölln”?) and today’s Holland into “uncharted territory”. In 1307 the two towns merged to form the twin city of Berlin-Cölln. The remains of the first Berlin Wall, up to six meters high and designed to protect the city against human predators roaming the unsafe Brandenburg expanse, can be found on Waisenstraße. In the plague years 1348/49, the still young city lost a good part of its inhabitants – not only because of the plague. 




  





  Soon after the plague started to take its toll, some “respectable” citizens blamed the Jewish community. Persecutions, expulsions and pogroms took place – in Berlin, and in many other places in Central Europe. In 1446 Elector Friedrich II ordered Jewish believers to leave the Mark Brandenburg. But by 1510, Jews were again suffering in Berlin. At that time Jews from Brandenburg were brought to the city and then sentenced to death at the stake. The claim? Host desecration. Torture led to confessions. Another horribly common occurrence in central Europe at that time. A memorial stone behind the residential house Mollstraße 11 in Berlin-Mitte, between Moll– and Berolinastraße, commemorates this cruel history. The plaque on the stone was placed in a nearby synagogue in 1935, which no longer exists. The memorial stone was erected in 1988. Unfortunately, Berlin’s early days do not speak to us of alternative ideas or a tolerant lifestyle, but of the standard cruelty of humanity 
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  #Märkisches Museum




  





  Oh! Those (not so) indomitable Berliners!




  





  





  When the ruling dynasty of the Ascanians ran out of male descendants around the end of the 14th century, the Mark Brandenburg and Berlin-Cölln went to the Wittelsbach family, who sold the area 50 years later. What? Yes, Berlin was squarely sold to the highest bidder. OK, it wasn’t all that simple. The then Brandenburg elector Otto V Der Faule (The Lazy) had to accept the transfer of the Mark Brandenburg to the dynasty of the Luxembourgers against the payment of 500,000 guilders according to the iron will of the Roman-German Emperor Charles IV, who was then residing in Prague. As a result, the city of Tangermünde (in Saxony-Anhalt) was expanded into a residence and had a good stab at playing an important role in the future of the region. But as early as 1417, the Mark was transferred again, this time to Friedrich VI, a Hohenzoller, by Sigismund of Luxembourg (a son of Charles IV and later a Roman-German emperor). Sigismund needed cash to pay for increasing military expenditures elsewhere. 




  





  Following the transfer, Burgrave Friedrich IV (of Nuremberg) became Friedrich I (of Brandenburg) and the first Elector of the Mark. He demoted once proud Tangermünde and made Berlin-Cölln his (twin) city of residence. But like many other cities, Berlin-Cölln strove for at least a quantum of independence from the ruling powerful lords with their armies of mercenaries. An independence that did not find much favour in the eyes of the upper crust.




  





  Berlin-Cölln had even joined the Hanseatic League and, at the height of their impudence, dared to erect a Roland5. When Elector Friedrich II Eisenzahn (Iron Tooth) wanted to present Berlin-Cölln with a palace for him to live in, the citizens smelled oppression. In 1448 the Berliner Unwille (Berlin Resistance) broke out: an open rebellion against Eisenzahn and his palace. The Berliners could not compete with his knights, however, and the hapless Roland was – according to legend – drowned in the Spree. In addition, Berlin’s miffed ruler forbade the city from ever again becoming a member of the Hanseatic League, something Eisenzahn thought was detrimental to the peace of his benign reign over Brandenburg. Instead, the palace was built. Surprisingly, although by no means successful the Berliner Unwille became an often cited indication of Berlin’s “ungovernability”, a popular myth history does not really support. Like any utopia projecting diagonally into reality, Berlin’s identity is mainly wishful thinking.




  





  Yet in 1905 Berlin got another Roland – this time a copy of Brandenburg’s Roland, which today guards the entrance to the Märkisches Museum. A suitable place to think about civil liberties and the arrogance of the mighty. The museum is within easy walking distance from the (at the time of writing: almost) rebuilt Stadtschloss (city palace). At least in my memory, the reconstruction or partial reconstruction of the structure blown up after the war inspired little love among the citizens – especially, it seems, among those who did not sit on expert committees. Many wished for an architectural inclusion of the Palace of the Republic (the East German parliament), demolished for this purpose, as a reminder of the history of the GDR. But the democratic experts and private pro-castle sponsors had different ideas. Berlin, they argued, needs its palace back! And maybe justly so, as there was no real new Berliner Unwille against its construction. More like a grumbling, soon silenced by the pro-castle media hype.6  




  





  





  





  





  5 Rolands are statues of the legendary knight Roland/Hruotland, common in today’s northern and eastern Germany, intended to remind people of the history told in the old French Song of Roland. They symbolize freedom and resilience. Today’s best-known Roland stands in Bremen, where an archbishop is said to have burned the first (wooden) Roland of the rebellious city to cool their jets. In Bremen the anti-Roland-brutalities had no success; a new statue was built in 1404, this time made of stone.





  6 The castle Hohenzollern, ancestral seat of the eponymous family, deteriorated in the 18th century as a result of various military occupations. The Prussian King Friedrich Wilhelm IV had the castle restored in the mid-19th century, showing enthusiasm for his family history – an early anticipation of Berlin’s “re-castleization”? The work was carried out by leading Berlin architect Andreas Schlüter, the Burggarten was created by Peter Lenné, famous for his Berlin parks. Later, some usable remains of the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church destroyed in WWII were brought to the castle down south.
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  [The Borussia statue in the Preußenpark, Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf.]




  





  #Preußenpark/Thaipark




  





  Berlin gets to be Prussia’s beating heart




  





  





  From 1230 onwards, the Teutonic Order conquered the lands east of Brandenburg, where the wild and very pagan Pruzzen roamed, with the approval of the Polish Prince Konrad of Mazovia, who had his problems with those non-too-docile barbarians (they were no match for the Teutonic Order, though).7 In the resulting monastic state, the indigenous (whatever that word means) inhabitants of the region mixed with the Slavic and Germanic Christians who were moving into the now pacified areas, until the Pruzzen of Protoprussia were only just detectable in homeopathic doses. When the Teutonic State broke up during the Thirteen Years’ War, two new countries emerged: “Royal Prussia”, which was under the protection of the Polish crown, and the hereditary Duchy of Prussia, headed by Albert, Duke of Prussia. This second state became Protestant (and boasted the world’s first protestant state church). It later fell, in the course of the marital politics common at the time, into the hands of the rulers of Brandenburg, and from 1618 onwards the Berlin Hohenzollern ruled over Brandenburg-Prussia. In the course of the subsequent Thirty Years’ War they often sought protection in the eastern part of their now sprawling empire from turmoil elsewhere. At some point, the term “Prussia” was applied to the entire Berlin Empire, if you want to call it that.




  





  Back in the days of rampant national pride, Prussia was personified by the goddess Borussia; today, there is a replica of a corresponding statue in the Preußenpark (Prussian Park) near Fehrbelliner Platz.8 As the text on the pedestal of the statue informs us it was a gift presented to the city of Berlin by the German State in 1936. The Preußenpark is now usually referred to as Thaipark (Thai park); in summer, Thais living in Berlin, their German relatives and other city dwellers come together in an atmosphere reminiscent of a giant picnic. 





  





  





  





  





  7 The prince is said to have consulted the Teutonic Order, his brothers in faith, in matters concerning his rowdy neighbors, but historians are not certain about the details, and some believe the Teutons falsified history somewhere down the line. The relevant first treaty between Conrad of Mazovia and the representatives of the order was lost; subsequent treaties drawn up by the then Pope have survived, however.





  8 Berlin was likewise personified in the 19th century – by the Berolina. Several statues were fashioned of this lady, who was possibly considered the most beautiful Berliner until Nefertiti came to the city in 1924, including one on Alexanderplatz. All that remains of that particular Berolina is the name of the neighboring building; the statue was melted down in 1942 for munitions.
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  #Rosenstraße, Gendarmenmarkt




  





  Uncle Friedrich Wilhelm wants you!






  





  





  The term Prussian tolerance usually refers to the admission of refugee groups after the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648), which claimed the lives of so many people that it became necessary to “refresh” the local population, and to the French Protestants taken in under the Potsdam Edict of 1685. As early as 1671, however, some Jewish families expelled from Vienna were invited to settle in Brandenburg/Berlin – against payment of a “protection tariff” collected by the aristocratic mafia. Unfortunately, they would indeed need protection. In 1573, the last Jewish community of Brandenburg-Berlin was (again) expelled after vicious pogroms–likely to have been partially fueled by some of Luther’s at times strongly anti-Semitic statements. But a good 100 years later everything seemed … different. The rulers hoped that the new tolerance would stimulate the weak economy. Originally, however, these new Berliners were not allowed to build synagogues–that would have been a little bit too much for Berlin’s otherwise tolerant Christians.




  





  The first Synagogue, on Heidereutergasse in today’s Mitte district, was only inaugurated in 1714. It became the Old Synagogue following the inauguration of the New Synagogue on Oranienburgerstraße in 1866. For the building of the Old Synagogue, the ingenious architect lowered the ground a little; the structure was not allowed to be higher than the surrounding buildings, but needed to be tall enough inside to incorporate a so-called “women’s gallery”, since, according to tradition, the genders had to be separated during religious services. 




  





  The new, massive synagogue of 1866, on the other hand, was allowed to cast its splendor proudly across the Berlin skyline. The Old Synagogue was destroyed in 1945 during an Allied air raid. Today, only the foundation walls next to a memorial plaque can be noted, directly behind a monument for the Rosenstraße Miracle.9 It is an interesting, but also … somewhat unsightly place.




  





  In 1685, the Edict of Potsdam invited Huguenots fleeing France to settle around Potsdam. Friedrich Wilhelm and the upper classes hollered a hearty “bienvenue” to the new Berliners, while the lower classes slowly mixed with them and exchanged recipes. Incidentally, these were not the first French Protestants in Berlin. Since religious tolerance in France had for some time offered a somewhat sorry picture, whoever identified as Protestant simply left if possible, i.e. if they had the money. Rich people mostly preferred the more expensive but much more advanced London. But in 1685, Friedrich Wilhelm needed workers – simple people who would build a new life for themselves and enhance his city. For this he promised a temporary exemption from tax payments, plus civil rights and cheap or even free land. The offer was widely accepted; in 1700, a good 20% of the Berlin population consisted of French refugees. The Huguenots lost their special status only in 1809 – in the course of the Prussian reforms after the withdrawal of the Napoleonic occupying power.




  





  A good place to remember the history of the Huguenots is the former Lindenmarkt, today’s Gendarmenmarkt, which was built in 1688. Many of the newly arrived Huguenots settled in the area, and around 1700 a French and a German church were erected there as a symbol of peaceful coexistence. The former, now called the “French Cathedral” – the original church plus an added tower – also houses the Huguenot Museum. 





  





  





  





  





  09 The Rosenstraße Miracle happened in 1943, when the Nazis wanted to deport the last remaining Berlin Jews and gathered them in a building on Rosenstraße. Many of them were married to (in Nazi terms) “Aryan” women in “mixed marriages” and were tolerated (although begetting children was forbidden). Many of the wives and other relatives of the detainees showed courage and gathered in the street, where they de-manded the release of the men. And … it worked. Was it just a postponement granted by the Nazis to pacify the population momentarily, or did the women permanently save their husbands? Who knows. However, this story raises the question what might have been possible in those dark times with a little more civic courage than the individual German Aryan tended to show. 





  





  





  1700-1871:




  





  Berlin, home of the Prussian kings 
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  [A bridge in the Charlottenburg palace garden, one of the few baroque gardens in Germany.]




  





  





  #Schloss Charlottenburg, Hohenzollerngruft 




  





  A King is born – in Königsberg




  





  





  On January 18, 1701, Brandenburg’s Margrave Friedrich III crowned himself “King Friedrich I in Prussia” in Königsberg, the capital of the Dutchy of Prussia. Although the potentate had to pay the Holy Roman emperor, the clergy and other interested parties handsomely to be allowed to raise his rank, he thought the investment worth it. An important point: Friedrich I would be the royal sovereign of an area outside the Holy Roman Empire – Prussia. Berlin was “inside”, and as king in Prussia (and not in the Holy Roman Empire), he could act more freely, as he would not be directly subordinate to the emperor. This also helps to explain why Prussia eventually became the name for the entire kingdom of the Berlin rulers. Friedrich III/I also made it clear that he would do things his way by crowning himself. It was an act of clear symbolism: He subordinated himself only to God, not to the clergy, the self-proclaimed representatives of the assumed super-power in the Hereafter.10 A side note: although both he and his wife Sophie-Charlotte, crowned by him, were anointed by Protestant bishops, the pope never recognized the Prussian king.




  





  A decisive factor for the approval of the then Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, Leopold I (residing in Vienna at the time), was probably the death of Carlos II in 1700, with whom the Habsburgs’ reign in Spain was to end, as he had somehow bequeathed his throne to a French Bourbon. That did not sit well with Leopold I, a Habsburg. With the coming War of the Spanish Succession in mind, he would have wanted to make Friedrich I, King in Prussia, a military alley of the Habsburgs, or at least not an enemy. Friedrich I managed to keep his dominion largely out of the international bloodbaths of his time.




  





  Friedrich I, later often portrayed as weak, since he was not particularly belligerent, and sometimes called Schiefer Fritz (Lopsided Fritz) because of a crippled shoulder, also laid the foundation for entities that would later become important for Berlin and Prussia. In 1696 he founded the Academy of Painting and Building, which became the Prussian Academy of Arts, and in 1700 the Scientific Society of the Margrave of Brandenburg, later the Royal-Prussian Academy of Sciences. In his free time he frequently indulged in pomp and circumstance; he had the Bernsteinzimmer (Amber Room) made for his Berlin City Palace, and built a summer residence for his second wife Sophie-Charlotte in the nearby village of Lützow. After her death, the Lützenburg (Castle Lützen) was renamed to Charlottenburg (Charlotte’s Castle) and spawned a city.




  





  After Friedrich I’s death in 1713 his son Friedrich Wilhelm I, the soldier king, made it his mission to cleanse Berlin of all the luxuries and the pomp his father had cluttered the city with, among them the Bernsteinzimmer. Hard work and military matters were more his thing. 


OEBPS/Images/502743-Explore-Berlin_600.jpg
3 Travis Elling
@

R -y :
Explore

g4 varlis

S Berlin

f=ligei

a2

&~ A short history of the German capital

in 81 curious episodes






OEBPS/Images/0---Teufelsberg.jpg





OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.jpg
XinXii





OEBPS/Images/1---Hels-Stier.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4--Charlottenburg.jpg





OEBPS/Images/2---Nikolaiviertel.jpg





OEBPS/Images/Logo-1.jpg
Reisebuch 7

e,
v by






OEBPS/Images/3-Borussia.jpg





